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Prom t h e Governor G e n e r a l o f New Zealand* 

B a t e d 1 7 t h F e b r u a r y , 1939. R e c e i v e d 10*20 a . m . 1 7 t h February . 

Ho .23 S e c r e t . 

I am asked "by my Pr ime M i n i s t e r t o communicate t o 

y o u t e x t o f f o l l o w i n g t e l e g r a m wh ich he h a s a d d r e s s e d t o the 

Pr ime H i n i s t e r o f Commonwealth o f >>ustr;. l ia t o d a y . Te legram 

"begins. | i 

S e c r e t . i i t 

R e f e r e n c e y o u r t e l e g r a m o f 15 th Pobruary I a p p r e c i a t e 

y o u r a p p r e h e n s i o n o f the d i f f i c u l t i e s t h a t may m i l i t a t e 

a g a i n s t a s u c c e s s f u l Defence Con fe rence a t an e a r l y d a t e . 

I f u l l y r e a l i s e t h e i m p o r t a n c e and d i f f i c u l t i e s o f some o f t h e 

q u e s t i o n s w h i c h i t i s p r o p o s e d t o d i s c u s s and I r e c o g n i s e t h e 

f a c t t h a t t h e De fence o f f i c e r s i n . u s t r a l i a a r c v e r y much p r e s s e d 

a s i s a l s o t h e case i n New Z e a l a n d . A t the same t ime I f e e l 

t h a t s i n c e t h e F - c i x i c aei 'enco m a t t e r s v/erc d i s c u s s e d a t t h e 

I m p e r i a l C o n f e r e n c e t h e p o s i t i o n h a s chanced so r a d i c a l l y 

and t h e p r e s s u r e o f e v e n t s i s so ominous t h a t v ; i th a v i e w t o making 

p r a c t i c a l recommendat ions t o the Governments concerned r a t h e r t h a n 

e x p l o r i n g t h e m a t t e r s o f h i g h p o l i c y i t i s h i g h l y d e s i r a b l e t h a t 

t h e p r o p o s e d C o n f e r e n c e s h o u l d he h e l d a t t h e e a r l i e s t p o s s i b l e 

moment. F o r examp le , p a r a g r a p h s ( a ) and ( b ) o f the p roposed 

Agenda w h i l e couched i n v e r y v / ldo terms would i n f a c t , v/e 

c o n t e m p l a t e , be i n t e r p r e t e d a s a p r a c t i c a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n f i r s t l y 

o f the t ime d u r i n g which A u s t r a l i a and How Zea land may e x p e c t t o b e 

w i t h o u t a s s i s t a n c e f rom n a v a l r e i n f o r c e m e n t s f r o m t h e U n i t e d 

Kingdom, s e c o n d l y t h e s c a l e and d i r e c t i o n o f a t t a c k t h a t may b e 

c o n t e m p l a t e d d u r i n g t h a t p e r i o d , and t h i r d l y t h e s t e p s w h i c h i n 

c o m b i n a t i o n 



combination between the United Kingdom Australia and ROT 
Zealand i t would be most desirable to take to aeet th is 
eventuality* AS in Hew Zealand i t raiy well lie in Australia 
that plans fo r such a contingency have already been evolved but 
the Mow Zealand Government afro impressed with the des irabi l i ty 
of collaborating in the P c i f i c defence mensux̂ es to the 
utmost extent possible* Similar cements apply to other 
paragraphs of the proposed acendat Xt has always been the 
intention of the Hew Senland Government to provide papers 
sotting out the Hew Zealand point of view on the subjects of 
the Agenda which they have proposeu and i t i s hopud that 
this work which i s already in preparation w i l l be completed 
in time to allow of their delivery to the Australian 
delegates before their departure for How Zealand. 1 trust 
that in a l l the circumstances you w i l l bo able to reconsider 
the matter and agree to a meeting of the Conference at the 
earl iest date convenient to His r.sjesty'o Government in the 
United Kingdom. A copy of this message has been repeated to 
His Majesty^ Government in the United Kingdom* Telegram 

ends* 


