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I heve the 'honour to inform Your Lordship, with
reference to my despatch No,l51 of Februmry Tth, regerding
the sole of sircraft to the French Covernment, that after
some discussion the fenste Militiry Affeirs Committes docided

to aske public the text - edited 8o as to encure that nothing
really secrat wa:s included - of the minutes of the secret
seetings st which this treanpaction was discuuped, These
ainutes have bean published in the newspepers during the

prst woek,

2. Despite tho excitement wmhiich war aroused nt the
time when the matter wuis sctually being discussed by the
Coundttee it would not appear from these records that there
wis ronlly anything ve'y sensationsl in the evidence given

by the wariouws officials exsmined, It ceems clesr thot, as
stoted in the enclosed srticle in the "How York Tines® of
Pobrunry 21let, 4t was the United States Ambusnador in Puris -
who »at on leave in thds country at the time - vho first urged
the deocdrabiiity of sssisting the Fronch Covernment toc buy
adrereft in tue Undted Stetos. It seems clesr, %00, thet the
Aserican milit:ry suthorities st first felt some hevitution
in offording the necessayy fociliti=c both from the point of
Mdcmndm&qm apprehensive of the

s’fect/

| The Right Honoureble
- The Viscoust Halifex, £.C.,
b oo, oto,
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sxtendod %o the Preach Mission, It sesss equslly elear,however, B
from the records thut no particulirly souret alreraft were &
shown to the Fremch Mispion end thet It was genorelly sgreed Il; .

that the smerican recrmasent plans would not be prejudiced. On Al

the controry it wos felt that the French orders would seke i
| %t ouater for the Americen airercft industry to underteke the ‘l

ovdors which would cventuslly be pleced by the United tates i
l Government. -

3. The Comaitteo's investigstions sovld seem to i
& heve convinced most of ite members thet after all there was |

nothing very much in the whole =ffsir snd even Senator Austin

of Vermont, who was ot firot most insisient that the natter

etlled for searching imvertigation,is reported %o have declared

hizzelf satisfied, !

4e Moat of the mewepapers - apsrt from the "Chicsgo

Tridune” - tsks the same line and severel leader writers emphasise

thst in comaidering the whole quertion the fuportmnt point to

oxamine 1s pot whether all the routine formslitics vers exactly

Y

coaplied with, but whether by sup.lying these aircra®t to Trunce,
the United States sre or are nmot decressing the chances of a
Buropesn war breaidng out.

S5« On the othor hand, the extreme isolsationists still

=y

e - S

profess to be gravely concerned over the matter, snd Senctor Nye

has folt imoelled to introduce & bill into the Censte to
*supplenent/
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of imericsn built sirereft,
I hsve the honour to be,
with the highest respect,
Hy Lord,
Your Lordship's most
obedient, humble servant,

(64D) R.CLLIEDSAY
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