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PAKAM1RA3E TELEGRAM 
COl DdOITOSALTH OF AUSTRALIA 

From the United Kingdom High Commissioner in the 
Commonwealth of Australia. 

Dated 10th March, 1939. Received 11.10 a.ra*, 10th Inarch. 

Noo"41. Secret. 
With reference to your telegram No* 38 of the 2nd 

March Commonwealth Government are sending telegrams to you 
and to New Zealand Government proposing that Item ( j ) of the 
Conference Agenda should he omitted. 

Commonwealth Government have been giving 
preliminary consideration to the v/hole queation of Paoifio 
Defence and in the course of this consideration they have 
reached the provisional view that i t might he desirahle to 
endeavour to reach agreement with the United States of 
America that north of the equator the latter should "be 
responsible for Trans Pacific Air Route and south of 
equator British interests should "be responsible. Idea i s 
that the United States of America's machines should f l y 
from the United States of America via Honolulu to a 
suitable island (preferably one of those i n dispute) as 
near as possible to the equator and that British machines 
should take over from that point and via F i j i to Auckland. 
The following are the advantages claimed :"or this idea, 

(a) No question would then arise as to landing rights in 
Honolulu for British machines or in British islands for 
United States machines. 

(b) I t i s understood that at present there are no 
British machines which could do the hop from Honolulu to 
the United States of America, whereas machines now being 

bui l t for Trans Tasman service ax*e fu l l y capable of f lying 

that part of the route which l i es south of the equator. 



(c) ThiB proposal would work in with the plane already 

in hand for the extension of the ex i s t ing serv ices ( 1 ) from 

Darwin to the Timor and ( 2 ) f rom Thursday I s l a n d v i a Papua 

arid Rebaul to the Solomon I s l a n d s * w h i l e these e x t e n s i o n s 

would o s t e n s i b l y he made as a p a r t o f the C i v i l A v i a t i o n 

programme they a r e i n f ac t impor tan t from defence p o i n t of 

v i e w : and , i n combinat ion w i t h B r i t i s h c o n t r o l over the 

s o u t h e r n p o r t i o n o f the Trans p a c i f i c r o u t e would go f a r to 

c o n s o l i d a t e B r i t i s h a e r i a l c o n t r o l over the Southern 

P a c i f i c • 

See ing t h a t t h e s e p roposa l s would i n v o l v e negot ia 

t i o n s , not on ly w i t h the Uni ted S t a t e s Government, hu t a l s o 

w i t h the Portuguese and p o s s i b l y the Dutch Governments, 

Commonwealth Governnent f e e l t h a t the most s u i t a b l e p lace f o r 

p r e l i m i n a r y d i s c u s s i o n i s London r a t h e r than New Zea land , 

e s p e c i a l l y as mat ter w i l l c l o s e l y concern Imper ia l A irways* 

F o r t h e i r p a r t they would be w i l l i n g to be represented 

i n London by Commonwealth High Commissioner or A c t i n g High 

Commissioner i f d i s c u s s i o n s b e g i n b e f o r e the r e t u r n o f 

Mr* Bruce. They would l i k e d i s c u s s i o n s to b e g i n a t e a r l i e s t 

conven ien t date and d e s i r e t o emphasise t h a t they a re s i n c e r e l y 
on 

anx ious t o push /as r a p i d l y as p o s s i b l e w i t h the e s t a b l i s h m e n t oi' 

the Trans p a c i f i c route* 

I have repeated the above to the High Commissioner 

f o r the Un i ted Kingdom i n New Zealand* 


