fuet that
i m polls bave, as they believe

| ‘check . the one upon the other,
| and sivce in general they have

It

ok. 1t ag,boduo wholly to the
e directors of (hese

‘discoyered and eliminated the
gause of the error in the Literary
‘Digest pall,
2 Polls Belicved
Soundly Based
THE MOST csreful students of
this pew braoch of political sci-
ence arve, { think, on the whole
convinced that Dr. Gallup’s In-
stitute and Forlune magazine are
proceeding on sound pcientific
-principles. Thers Is to begin with
10 doubt whatever of thelr en-
tire good faith. They have (nvited
Investizgation and, since their re< ¢
nuits haye €0 often run counter to
the withes ond the Intecssts of
politicians and -editors all over
ths country, it is sale to cone
clude that any bias would have
been datected and exposed.
Mopeover, the two polls nre a

thus far tonded to agree, the prob-
‘ability of their belng accurate s
grestly increased. Then, too, the
method they emplay Is pot some
naw tricky device but in princi-
pie the same maothod used by
good reportars The relurns are
derived from interviews with meh
and women all over the country
and in varioua walks of life, The
‘only difference between the polls
‘and the experienced reporter who
gons traveling to estimate opinion
L. that the polls interview more
persons than aoy one rcportg'
can Interview and are able 148

turnz by something tangible, what
test can we uce® The surcet tost,
it scems: to me, 3= not what has
been said In Congress but what
has actually been: voted In Con»
Eress on the proposals to expund
armaments. These votes have been
overwhelming, Momeover, the op-
position to armaments has melled
Away spectacularly  ginco  the
autumn. Four months 0go the beat
observers in Washington were
saying that the President would
get his program only after s long

Gecos et s aLEBmERY a-dac
ence that the on
fense might fellow the allgnment
' In rogard to the New Deal, with
the Republicans and conservative
Democrats opposing. the program,
But there has been no such oppos
aition,

Having crossed  the continent
recently and taiked with anti-
New Dealers of sl soris In many
plages, it iy evident to me why
thore has been no such division
on the armament program. The
plain’ fact i3 that Congress has
been representing the real opinion
of the great mass of the people.
That opinjon is that the aggres-
sions abroad do concern the
United States and that increased
armamenls are necessary, The
l votes in Congress on national de-

fense confirm the refurns from the

vo polle v
The polls measure opirion as (¢
within a week or a fortnight of the

cessive polis on the same guestion
ahow the trends of opinion as they
have beon devoloping, ‘but, of
course, the most important ques-
tlon for statesmen jg not what
opinion is todey, but whal it is
going to be Iater on, How s one
o qatim"l’u the -answer to that

There i3 no certaln way of pre-
dicting the dovelopment of
opllon. But we can say that the

R iemig oo iy becsers
: ' persons
why think alike.

opinion will be by the im-

:

. cific Issues abroad sue&'at

struggle. In January when Con-

in, or move accurately. as it was |
publication of the returnx Suc- |

was its couse iz proved;

we, by the fact that all thi

Amariean history the people
uickly aroused

treatment of Ireland, or the
potlym of the Cziirs. or the mas-
sucre of the Armenians, ..
s S S e e sed
on other : n

not on abgenice of information but
from post-war Burope was the
fact that they wero morally dis-
gusted with their former allies,
o that all the Baropean powers
slon that all the pean

were morally alike Precisely be-
cauge thoy are moralistz 10 the
core of their beings, they be

pay cynics, when they contem-
plated the Treaty of Versailles and
the oppression of the German

republic. This was their mood

when approved the neutrall-
ty act, ey =t up an embargo
on munitions because they falt
that thore zhould be a moral em-

| bargo against Europe #s a whole,

Public No Longer

Neutral In Thought

IF THIS IS corntet Interprets.
tion of {solationist sentiment, that
it operates only when the moral
lssue Iz not clear, thon ¢ne can
hazard & guess as to.how opihion
lias been developing and how it
will develop in response to ovenis
sbroad. The actions of Hitler, for
example, have already modified
rudically ths post-war feeling
that there (s no moral difference
between the powers of Europe.
The polls
server can see for himself, that the
American people have decided
thit there-is a fundamental differ-
ence between the democracies snd
the dictatorships.

There is no real doubt whatever
that the people are not indifferent
and that they are nol neutral In
thought, But It algo is true that
the degree to which they wish 10
Intervene in Europe Is a direct
rofiection of their own: feeling s
fo how clearly the democracien
abroad draw the moral issue. Thus
Munich, for example, caused o ra-
version 1o isolationist feeling, bes
cause once agein it seemed 1o the
people that the British and French
were sbandoning the moral is«
stie, On the other hand, the re-
armament of Great Britain and
the  recovery in’ France hava
;,otkcd in the opposite direce

n.

! came
disappolnted moralists, that s o

what any ob- |



Ezplonon Imminent
In Public Opinion

abroad. . The dictators should
reallze that as indicated by the
successive polls, by the tendency
‘of the voley in Congress and by
the drift of sentiment a3 seen by
obgervers, American i
now in ; atale of imminent ::&
A spectacular unprovo
act n:lg\'r(nlmu would uhgmt fer-
touch off. that explozion.
Furopean s and
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before the fatal decision is
‘that  war s tdo

dangerous a gamble-to be riked




