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The enclosed copy of a memorandum which ﬁéﬁﬁﬁéﬁ
Churchill recently sent to the Secretary of State will be
of interest to you in connexion with our telegram No. 172

of the 13th April, His views as to the strategic
neceszity of desling with Italy before attempting tc send
any large force to the Far East accord very closely with

O OWNn.

¥ou will see that in the second paragraph of the fifth
section of his memorandum Winston suggests that the
Americans should be sounded now about the "wery remote
contingency" of Japan's sending a fleet south of the
Eguetor. On the whole we: think that, for the time being
at any rate, it would be best not to make any approasch on

this: subject to the United States Government; but I

should be glad to know what you think would, in point of

fact e.e.

His Excellency
The Right Honourable

Wir Ronald Lindsay, G.C.M.G., X,0.8,
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4is now under review. The only eoﬁciﬁéiﬁnvﬁﬁii?ﬁhiisq-TQSV‘}
been reached is that there are so many variable funetions )

which camnot at present ve assessed, that it is not

Ny
possible to state definitely how soon after Japanese '
intervention a fleet could be despatched to the Far East. 1
Neither is it possible to enumerate vrecisely the size o

of the fleet that we could afforda to send.

Although the recommendation has not yet been officiallylls
approved by the C,I.D., I think you should know that at e
their first meeting on the lst Mareh, the §£rategic
Appreciation Sub-Committee agreed that the United States t
"phould be made aware, in the strictest confidence, of
the situation with which we should be faced, with our ot %0
fleet: at its present sirength, 1If we became inyolved in
war with Germany, Italy and Japan simultaneously." You

will of course be notified as socon as this recommendation
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is either approved or rejected by the Comittee of !

Imperial Defence.
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