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i The enclosed copy of a memorandum which Winston 
Churchi l l recently sent to the Secretary of State w i l l he 
of interest to you in connexion with our telegram No. 172 
of the 13th Apr i l . His views as to the strategic 
necessity of dealing with I t a l y before attempting to send 
any large force to the Par East accord very c lose ly with 
our own. 

You w i l l see that in the second paragraph of the f i f t h 
section of h i s memorandum Winston suggests that the 
Americans should be sounded now about the "very remote 
contingency" of Japan's sending a f l e e t south of the 
Equator. On the whole we think that , f o r the time being 
at any rate, i t would be best not to make any approach on 
th i s subject to the United States Government * but I 
should be glad to know what you think would, in point of 
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f a c t , be the American r e a c t i o n t o a Japanese a t t a c k e i t h e r 

on Singapore o r on A u s t r a l i a . 
Our o r i g i n a l i n t e n t i o n to despatch a f l e e t to t h e 

Par East i r r e s p e c t i v e o f t h e s i t u a t i o n i n the Mediterranean 

i s now under rev iew. The o n l y c o n c l u s i o n tha t has &o f a r 

been reached i s that there a re so many v a r i a b l e f u n c t i o n s 

which cannot a t present be assessed , t ha t i t i s not 
•are* 

p o s s i b l e t o s t a t e d e f i n i t e l y how soon a f t e r Japanese 
i n t e r v e n t i o n a f l e e t c o u l d be despatched to the Par E a s t . ^ 
Ne i the r i s i t p o s s i b l e t o enumerate p r e c i s e l y t h e s i z e . 
o f the f l e e t t ha t we c o u l d a f f o r d to send. 

A l though the recommendation has not ye t been o f f i c i a l l y l l 
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approved by the C . I . D . , I t h i n k you should know tha t a t e 

t h e i r f i r s t meeting on the 1st March, the S t r a t e g i c 

A p p r e c i a t i o n Sub-Committee agreed tha t the United S t a t e s t 

" shou ld be made aware, i n t h e s t r i c t e s t c o n f i d e n c e , o f 

t h e s i t u a t i o n w i t h which we shou ld be f a c e d , w i t h our 

f l e e t a t i t s present s t r e n g t h , i f we became invo l ved i n 

war w i th Germany, I t a l y and Japan s i m u l t a n e o u s l y . " You 

w i l l o f course be n o t i f i e d as soon as t h i s recommendation i s 




