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SECRET. 
MEMORANDUM f o r 

The Cha i rman 9 S t r a t e g i c Commi t tee . 

One o f t h e i t e m s on t h e agenda o f t h e S u p p l y 

Commi t tee r e a d a s f o l l o w s : -

• " ( v i ) The p r a c t i c a b i l i t y o f e s t a b l i s h i n g I m p e r i a l 

r e s e r v e s o f equ ipment i n t h e D o m i n i o n s t o meet 

t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s o f r e i n f o r c e m e n t s d e s p a t c h e d 

t o t h e Sou th P a c i f i c . " 

The o b s e r v a t i o n s o f t h e Commit tee on t h i s p o i n t 

a r e s e t o u t on t h e a t t a c h e d p a p e r . 

The Commit tee w i s h e s t h e S t r a t e g i c Commit tee t o 

t a k e n o t e o f t h i s a s p e c t o f t h e q u e s t i o n o f t h e p r o v i s i o n 

o f a f o r c e f o r t h e d e f e n c e o f s o u t h e r n P a c i f i c t e r r i t o r i e s . 

Any equ ipment p r o v i d e d f o r a f o r c e i n t e n d e d t o p r o t e c t 

F i j i or e l s e w h e r e mus t n e c e s s a r i l y r educe t h e m o b i l i s a t i o n 

s t o c k s a v a i l a b l e i n A u s t r a l i a or New Z e a l a n d . 

Cha i rman -
S u p p l y Commi t tee . 

E n c l : 



PROPOSED REPLY TO SECTION (v i ) OP THE AGENDA 
SET OUT IN PARAGRAPH h OP PAPER D.C.1+. 

Neither reserves of equipment nor the capacity for 
manufacturing munitions are at present available to make 
the establishment of Imperial reserves of equipment in 
the South Pacif ic a practical proposition. 

Imperial reserves of equipment are held in Singapore 
for the use of Brit ish Naval, Military and Air forces in 
time of war. Co-operation with Australian and New Zealand 
forces in the matter of the provision of such equipment i s 
of great importance and anything which can be done by the 
Governments of Australia and New Zealand to assist the 
movement of United Kingdom or Dominion Naval, Air and Land 
forces in the South Pacif ic would be highly desirable. 

I f i t i s decided that forces should be prepared in 
Australia or New Zealand for the defence of Imperial 
interests in F i j i or other Paci f ic terr i tor ies , a clear 
statement as to the size and composition of such forces 
should be made at an early date in order to permit of the 
preparation in the United Kingdom or elsewhere of the 
necessary equipment for the maintenance o f such forces. 


