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The Conference having re-assembled at 10 a.m., the 1

meeting commenced by a discussion as to the machinery for re- |
porting the Conference. It was decided that the Notes of
report being destroyed on the termination of the Conference.

After the business of nominating the personnel of the
committees had been concluded, GENERAL MACEKESY made the follow—'
ing statement regarding Items (c¢) and (d4) of the agenda -

"I would invite the attention of the Conference to a paper be-
fore us, United Kingdom Chiefs of Staffs Paper No. 832. The J

portion of that Paper of which I propose to think aloud is

Part III, commencing on page 8 - - New Zealand's co-operation
in Imperial Defence. My excuse for doing so is, I think, this, |
that the committee will have to adopt certain conclusions on
Item (c) on your agenda and possibly some general discussion
now might be of assistance to you.

The first point on which I might invite attention is

:
:

paragraph 24 of that Paper. I am speaking now not as a soldiepr
but as a taxpayer in the United Kingdom, and I feel that that x
paragraph is put with extraordinary moderation, The strain on |

the people of the United Kingdom, the financial strain, and

the strain on the man-power is getting very severe. I was l
almost tempted to use the word "unbearable" but of course

nothing is unbearable. I think that that paragraph states the

position with what I can only describe as astounding moderation.
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Then we go on a little to Page 12 headed "Apmy".
These suggestions, I think I am right, were put forward by the

Chiefs of Staffs in the United Kingdom to comply with the

request made by the New Zealand Government. I think it quite
clear that they are not in any way-an-attemptvto*digtgte'
to the Government of New Zealénd_as to what thgj:ghbuidfdgﬁ
They merely put in simple language SOme'bf'the things that
might be done from the army point of view if they wished, and i
I do hope that in anything I say I will not convey the impression !
that I am presuming in any way to say what should be done.
I just wished to explain."
In paragraph 38 we find these words:-—
"Any addition, therefore, which New Zealand found it

possible to make for a peace-time garrison at Singapore
would add appreciably to the security of the base.'

Now one reads very often about some defensive position,
and I think one reads it chiefly perhaps in regard to the Maginot
Line in France, the word "impregnable'". The word "impregnable"
means exactly nothing. Nothing is impregnable. One does one's
best to make a defensive line secure. One hopes that one has
suceeeded but no one can predict the outcome of any battle on
land or at sea or in the air. One can only do what is possible
and what one thinks is best but no one can prediect the outcome.
The fate of a battle is the guestion of a single moment, a
single thought. Thesnallest reserve force settles the matter -
it is the one drop of water which makes the vessel run over. My
point is that although ons hopes Singapore is safe - everything
possible is done to make it safe - no human being can predict
the outcome of a battle which may take place. Suppose things
went wrong. Suppose the United Xingdom suffered an initial
reverse in the European theatre. Suppose that by some new
method of attack - surprise in method is just as possible as
surprise in the tactical or strategical sphere - Singapore went,

what would be the position in these waters then? I think the

inevitable conclusion one is driven to is this - that it
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Singapore went then New Zealand would be open to the very

highest form of attack, even to invasion. It is impossible

to over-emphasise the importance df”Singaper_
Now in the nature of things the United Kingdor

to rely to a considerable extent for the security of Singapore
3 ' L

on Indian troops. It is inevitable. It is believed to be

satisfactory, yet one cannot help feeling that any stiffening

by troops of our own Nation would solve someofoﬁrmieﬁ%»

In this Paper, in paragraph 39, certain tentative

suggestions are put forward as to what New Zealand might do

should New Zealand wish to do anything. The two suggestions
put forward here are an anti-airgr&ftzregiment or taking over
the Changl Pire Command. In both cases it amounts to much the
same. The figure for one is twenty-five officers and 589 other

ranks. The Changi Fire Command is sbout forty officers and 782
other ranks.

Now although those two suggestions are put forward it is
quite clear that both of them might present considerable difficulty
in the training of personnel. The Changi Fire Command, for
instance, includes guns from fifteen-inch guns dowvnwards. The
matter of training personnel appears to me at first sight to
present great difficulties. So alsc does the training of a
British anti-aircraft regiment. But there are other possibilities.
I do not think T will waste your time by touching on every one
but I will just suggest one possibility to show that we are not
rigidly tied by these two suggestions in the Chiefs of Staff
Paper. One of the most important factors in the defence of
Singapore_is beach defence. There are many miles of beach upon

which a landing is possible and those beaches have to be

‘protected by troops armed in the main with eighteen-pounder

field guns on beach defence mountings, machine guns and a
certain number of lighters. The training of a unit of that
sort might be very much easier than the training of one of

these units suggested in this Paper. It is a task of the
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first importance. It is a task'I.tﬁink‘whichigiveg’sgggg-er”_
the initiative and skill and "se‘_l'_f'_-;gelian;;g of smaller sub- _
units which, if I may say so, your troops in New Zealand can be
relied upon to show in a very high degree. I think, Mr.
Chairman, if we could get some thought on this it would be a
great help to the Committee which has to deal with the
conclusions on paragraph (c). '

Mr. FRASER enquired as to what force would be
required.

GENERAL MACKESY replied that it could be flexible
and suggested something in the neighbourhood of five hundred
trained men who should be stationed at Singapore in time of
peace.

MR. NASH said that he considered that there was a lot

to be said for New Zealand doing something in defence measures
overseas from the point of view of achieving the defence of
the actual territory of New Zealand, but there were political
difficulties involved, for instance, the possibility of troops
sent overseas being required to deal with local civil unrest

or rebellion.

He also said that should New Zealand troops replace
the troops already garrisoning Singapore that did not mean
that the garrison would be strengthened.

GENERAT, MACKESY pointed out to Mr. Nash that the

suggestion to which he (Mr. Nash) referred, in C.0.S. 832, was b
only an alternative. The suggestion which he (General Mackesy) '
had made (a beach defence unit) would be a definite addition

to the existing garrison at Singapore.

CAPTAIN E.C. JOHNSTON, representing the Civil

Aviation Department, Australia, joined the Conference on resuming
at 11.15 a.m,, and was welcomed by the Chairman. \

ENERAY. DUIGAN said that he would like to mention

one point in regard to General Mackesy's statement and that was !

that the security of Singapore is of paramount importance to 3

New Zealand, for if it goes, the scale of attack against this

country goes up.
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MR. JONES referred to the question of the
responsibility of the Dominions and tha aeeep‘lghed ,’p}j.e
that each were responsible for their own defence. While

anxious to assist he said, there would be difficulties in
sending such a force overseas in peace-time. Another question
was the responsibility of other portions of the Empire, such
as Australia, Canada, or South Africa in respect of defence i
beyond their own shores. ‘Mr.{Jbﬁeégédﬁd.ﬁﬁéﬁfihfﬂﬁw%zgﬁﬂﬁ&ﬁﬁ
we are not adequately protected and much remained to be done

in building up the Air Force. We have iny?gﬂsmgiiiggﬁrfhgwgi

and it required a large amount of equipment. The Navy was
reasonably efficient, but whether it was adequate was another
matter. He considered that if New Zealand's measures for her
own defence made her reasonably safe that would give much
satisfaction to the 0ld Country. Taking into account our
commitments with the three Services, it was a question whether
we could at the present time send a force of five hundred

overseas, at a cost of something like £150,000. It is a question

of policy, and a question of our ability to do what has been

suggested in the Chiefs of Staffs Paper.

MR. SULLIVAN said that he would like to have a view

on the degree of necessity involved. Could General Mackesy
tell us whether the element of great or overwhelming necessity
enters into consideration of the question of the reinforcement

of Singapore by European troops.

GENERAL MACKESY replied that he found it very

difficult to go beyond the words used by the Chiefs of Staff J
in this Paper that has been referred to: "Any addition which |

New Zealand found it possible to make to the peace-time garrison

at Singapore would add appreciably to the security of the base."
MR. ASHWIN asked if it were not putting the cart before

the horse to concentrate on providing one well trained battalion

without providing a certain minimum well trained force in New
Zealand. Vould not a reasonably well trained force in New Zealand

be a better contribution in time of emergency than having one

efficient battalion abroad.
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BENERAL, MACKESY replied that if New Zealand has a

unit at Singapore, then the New Zealand Chiefs of Staff would
no doubt advise that there must’be a suitable force in this
country for relief and training.

22. MR _NASH asked had not the discussion resolved itself
into what was the best way to defend New Zealand.

GENERAL, MACKESY replied that he believed the essential

for the eventual security of New Zealand is Singapore and if

Singapore goes the defence of New Zealand would become a matter |
of the utmost difficulty. | l

23. COMMODORE HORAN suggested that the defence of New Zealand ?
is the defence of New Zealand trade and not so much the defence ‘
of the Coast line.

2L. COLONEL STURDEE outlined what was being done in Australia in

the same direction. Colonel Sturdee said that while not knowing
the intentions of his Government with regard to reinforcing
Singapore or elsewhere, it had just been decided to raise a
regular Field Artillery Brigade and two Regular Rifle Battalions.
This force is the veginnings of a very much larger force consist-
ing of two mixed brigades and some detached battalions but that
is in the future. The force will have a peace establishment of

about 7,000 men and a war establishment of about 10,00C0. This

force gives the Government the ability, if the situation becomes

necessary, to reinforce other parts.

In reply to Mr Sullivan, Colonel Sturdec said that he
could not say what the Govermment intended to do,; though at the
moment they would be used purely for local defence.

25. MR JOIES asked if it was knowvn how long it would take

before the Japanese would attack Singapore. It was understood

that Hong Kong would have to be captured first.

26. SIR ARTHUR LONGMORE replied that it was only guesswork.

Hong Kong would probably be invested and the use of it denied to
the British Naval Forces, but its actual capture was not essential

before operations could be started by the Japanese against

Singapore.
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In reply to Mr. Jones SIR ARTHUR LONGHORE sa&ax’tﬁﬁ@
the attack on Singapore might be the ﬁrst 1nd:hc
had broken out, but on the other hand the Jagan’eva‘ema{ ) ‘* . '!’ |
to ecstablish 2 base in Borneo. It was guesswork to give &
definite answer. -‘ |

Possible BEfect of GavnatGusnipiton nanaateummm me’:

MR. BERENDSEN outlined what steps have been taken for
the defence of Samoa. While small they are in the opinion of
the Chiefs of Staff in New Zealand quite adequate, The

and in the meantime a force of 150 men is being raised. lm
Berendgen enumerated the equipment, weapons and ammunition heldn
at Samoa and stated that in the opinion of the Chiefs of Staff
the force of 150 with its existing arms was adequate to repel a '
raid of the scalc likely to be made, ALl the inhabited New \‘
Zealand Islands, including the Mandated Territory of Samoa and _
the Union Group, with the exception of twe amall unimportant (
islands, are in wireless touch with Wellington either directly

or indirectly, and the wireless net-work is, it is underssood,
made full use of by the Naval authorities. I+ is not considered |
that Samoa presents any particular problem to us at zll, ’

COLONEL STURDEE said that as far as the Mandated Territory y

is concerned in relation to a Germandemand, the problem would be i
very much less than if Japan were at war. It should be consider-
ed from the point of view of a war with Japan. |

After a general discussion concerning the Mandated

Territories it was accepted that the conclusions in paragraph 12, i

Item (g) of the New Zealand Paper D.C.5 be generally agreed upon,

Before proceeding with the items on Supply, COLONEL
STEVENS pointed out that it had not been decided whether the main

agenda should be discussed in general with the ull Conference,
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losses, and that is &

United Kingdom and this cowniry, oi
it is, In reply to Mr, Sull

we would have the shins %o carzy o, |
33. SIR ARTHUR T.ONGNORE considered that (b) (11) was
linked up with (h) and sugpesicd dcaling with these supply
problems on the assunmvtion that there would be a certain
interruption to tradec.
34. MR, JONES asked i any iundica%tion could be given as '

to an easing of the situation witi. regard %o supply of eguip- .

‘

/ ment from oversecas. Mr. Jones sald that orders for the supply
of equipment had been mads two or three years ago.

9% SIR ARTHUR IONGIACRT _—cplied that that was distinct from :

the item on the agenda which refer:z ¢ "Scurces of supply of

r——— e S—

equipment after the outbreak of was.” Those problems ought
\ to be taken up separately and would nave o be investigated by

the machinery which ericced to doal with these matters. Infor-
mation on this subject chould Ze avaeilable in the Departments
concerned as to the prospects of cblaining delivery of overdue

supplies, but it does nol affect Thie item of the agenda.
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38.

39.
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In reply to Mr. Sullivan, iR, SCHMINT said that New

Zealand will depend very largely after the outbreak of war

but consideration of laying up a six months sipply of oertain

raw and semi-manufactured goods which are essential is now

being made. It was explained by Mr.Schmitt that to keep

industriesngoing we require approzimately @Q% Q£f§;€h@pxngg

material or semi-manufacturcd material from overseas. >4£§gg I

outlining what was aimed at with regéfdstb'ﬁESérVQéggf?ﬁﬁﬁ&gﬁﬁggmww
supply of raw material, and service eguipment for primary pro- |
duction, Mr.Schmitt expressed ihe vicw that the Unitq@-Kingﬁ@g?
Delegates may bc able to give an idea as to the extent the
United Kingdom may be looking to New Zealand for supplies in
war.

MR. FRASER said that this matter was pre-eminently

a Committee onc. There were cervain differences however in
the problem as it effected Austraiie and as it effected New

a
Zealand. Mr.Frascr said he was sure everyone agreed that #

everything possible must be done to ensure that the trade of

the whole Commonwealth goes oin as uninicrruptedliy as circum- !

stances will allow, |
The Chairman then cailed for any comrents on Part 2

of the Agenda, viz., Supply Problams.

MR. SULLIVAN acked the Dllowing cucstions:- 1?
!
: ]
(1) Can we depend on sendinz supplics overseas? 1

(2) Can we depend on cobtaining supplies to maintain v
essential indusbtries? ?

COMMODORE HORAW suggested that it was essential that

trade be fully maintained to preserve the well-being of the
>

~=

:
iﬂ
country, but as losses might occur the nccessary shipping 8

might not be available. \
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THE HON. MR. JONES asked whether supplies would be

available for an armed force from New Zealand, if, owing

To
<

able

lack of materiéls, the necesearxAgpgglib@%gggggggﬁégg“”"
before that force left New Zealand.

.....

that question without.refereneeaﬁowhigﬁdovgggqggﬁg
MR. SCHMITT indicated that for New Zealand to

possibility of a six months' interruption to shipping facilities.

After that period it would be essential to have ships for trans-

|
port of essential materials to and from New Zealand.
He then asked for an indication of the extent to which
the United Kingdom would rely upon New Zealand for supplies
of foodstuffs, etec,

THE HON. MR. FRASER stated that New Zealand was self-

supporting only to a limited extent. It could provide the
essentials of life such as food and clothing, but it had not
the large range and varicty of production that Australia had.
After the outbreak of war there would be no possibility of the
country commencing production of commodities such as iron and
steel.

THE HON. MR, NASH stated that New Zealand was creating

reserves on the basis of a six months' hold-up to facilitate
supplies for the civil community and for overseas armed services,
including foodstuffs and war materials, and gave specific
instances,

SIR ARTHUR LONGMORE said that we must expect severe dis-

location of trade at the outbreak of war, and explained his
reagons therefor.

THE HON., MR. NASE raiscd the problem of the effect on

primary industries if the supplies of phosphate rock were

seriously dislocated. In the general discussion, it was
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53.

1 514,

55.

56.

12,
pointed out that present supplics werc ae&uxz@a Trom equp

o

Island and Neuru Island, end thesc Islands were within Foun
hundred miles of the noa;pé“s_;:ti _Jam:a;e'sds ﬁg?ﬁfei&é'&ﬂ{@#g

Y

of fuel for the Navy.

COMMODORE. HORAN replied that an organi

Lsatlon was in
force to create the necessary supplics. - :f

COMMANDER ESDATLE on behalf of the Australian ﬁeleggéla
tion, stated that they were providing oil accordingtotjzg
Admiralty plan.

COMMODORE HORAN, when asked a question on oil supplies

in New Zealand, stated that at present we had ,svt,orag:_e. eapaei'ﬁy
for 14,000 tons; in June there would be storage capacity for
26,000 tons; and when a new tank was completed at Kaiwarra
(Wellington) therc would be a storass capacity for 38,000 tons.

When asked how long this would suffice for naval
activities, he stated that a cruiser noxmally uses 18,000 tons

per annum.

He stated further that theorz was a tankage capacity at
Fiji for 4,000 tons, and suggestzsd tvhat scme arrangement might
be made to create a reserve in an island in the French possess-
ions.

PAYMASTER-COMMANDER TOTTERLLAN stated t-at the reserve in
Fiji is normally 1,000 tons, with en edditional 1,000 tons for
normal consumption,

THE HON. MR. NASH suggested tiat seme arrangement should

be made to obtain fertiliser suvpplias from New Caledonia to
avoid being completely cut off from supplies in war.

MR, BERENDSEN outlined the unroposals of the Phosphate.

Commission to create reserves of phozphate rock, and stated that
steps werc being taken to have this reserve supply shipped. This,
however, was a long process, and we would certainly be caught
short if any untoward developments cccurred in the near future,

MR, SCHMITT stated that similaor arrangsments were being

made for reserve supplies to be sent to Aunsiralia,
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The Conference having re-assembled at 10 a.m., the 1

meeting commenced by a discussion as to the machinery for re- |
porting the Conference. It was decided that the Notes of
report being destroyed on the termination of the Conference.

After the business of nominating the personnel of the
committees had been concluded, GENERAL MACEKESY made the follow—'
ing statement regarding Items (c¢) and (d4) of the agenda -

"I would invite the attention of the Conference to a paper be-
fore us, United Kingdom Chiefs of Staffs Paper No. 832. The J

portion of that Paper of which I propose to think aloud is

Part III, commencing on page 8 - - New Zealand's co-operation
in Imperial Defence. My excuse for doing so is, I think, this, |
that the committee will have to adopt certain conclusions on
Item (c) on your agenda and possibly some general discussion
now might be of assistance to you.

The first point on which I might invite attention is

:
:

paragraph 24 of that Paper. I am speaking now not as a soldiepr
but as a taxpayer in the United Kingdom, and I feel that that x
paragraph is put with extraordinary moderation, The strain on |

the people of the United Kingdom, the financial strain, and

the strain on the man-power is getting very severe. I was l
almost tempted to use the word "unbearable" but of course

nothing is unbearable. I think that that paragraph states the

position with what I can only describe as astounding moderation.
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Then we go on a little to Page 12 headed "Apmy".
These suggestions, I think I am right, were put forward by the

Chiefs of Staffs in the United Kingdom to comply with the

request made by the New Zealand Government. I think it quite
clear that they are not in any way-an-attemptvto*digtgte'
to the Government of New Zealénd_as to what thgj:ghbuidfdgﬁ
They merely put in simple language SOme'bf'the things that
might be done from the army point of view if they wished, and i
I do hope that in anything I say I will not convey the impression !
that I am presuming in any way to say what should be done.
I just wished to explain."
In paragraph 38 we find these words:-—
"Any addition, therefore, which New Zealand found it

possible to make for a peace-time garrison at Singapore
would add appreciably to the security of the base.'

Now one reads very often about some defensive position,
and I think one reads it chiefly perhaps in regard to the Maginot
Line in France, the word "impregnable'". The word "impregnable"
means exactly nothing. Nothing is impregnable. One does one's
best to make a defensive line secure. One hopes that one has
suceeeded but no one can predict the outcome of any battle on
land or at sea or in the air. One can only do what is possible
and what one thinks is best but no one can prediect the outcome.
The fate of a battle is the guestion of a single moment, a
single thought. Thesnallest reserve force settles the matter -
it is the one drop of water which makes the vessel run over. My
point is that although ons hopes Singapore is safe - everything
possible is done to make it safe - no human being can predict
the outcome of a battle which may take place. Suppose things
went wrong. Suppose the United Xingdom suffered an initial
reverse in the European theatre. Suppose that by some new
method of attack - surprise in method is just as possible as
surprise in the tactical or strategical sphere - Singapore went,

what would be the position in these waters then? I think the

inevitable conclusion one is driven to is this - that it




b,

Singapore went then New Zealand would be open to the very

highest form of attack, even to invasion. It is impossible

to over-emphasise the importance df”Singaper_
Now in the nature of things the United Kingdor

to rely to a considerable extent for the security of Singapore
3 ' L

on Indian troops. It is inevitable. It is believed to be

satisfactory, yet one cannot help feeling that any stiffening

by troops of our own Nation would solve someofoﬁrmieﬁ%»

In this Paper, in paragraph 39, certain tentative

suggestions are put forward as to what New Zealand might do

should New Zealand wish to do anything. The two suggestions
put forward here are an anti-airgr&ftzregiment or taking over
the Changl Pire Command. In both cases it amounts to much the
same. The figure for one is twenty-five officers and 589 other

ranks. The Changi Fire Command is sbout forty officers and 782
other ranks.

Now although those two suggestions are put forward it is
quite clear that both of them might present considerable difficulty
in the training of personnel. The Changi Fire Command, for
instance, includes guns from fifteen-inch guns dowvnwards. The
matter of training personnel appears to me at first sight to
present great difficulties. So alsc does the training of a
British anti-aircraft regiment. But there are other possibilities.
I do not think T will waste your time by touching on every one
but I will just suggest one possibility to show that we are not
rigidly tied by these two suggestions in the Chiefs of Staff
Paper. One of the most important factors in the defence of
Singapore_is beach defence. There are many miles of beach upon

which a landing is possible and those beaches have to be

‘protected by troops armed in the main with eighteen-pounder

field guns on beach defence mountings, machine guns and a
certain number of lighters. The training of a unit of that
sort might be very much easier than the training of one of

these units suggested in this Paper. It is a task of the
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first importance. It is a task'I.tﬁink‘whichigiveg’sgggg-er”_
the initiative and skill and "se‘_l'_f'_-;gelian;;g of smaller sub- _
units which, if I may say so, your troops in New Zealand can be
relied upon to show in a very high degree. I think, Mr.
Chairman, if we could get some thought on this it would be a
great help to the Committee which has to deal with the
conclusions on paragraph (c). '

Mr. FRASER enquired as to what force would be
required.

GENERAL MACKESY replied that it could be flexible
and suggested something in the neighbourhood of five hundred
trained men who should be stationed at Singapore in time of
peace.

MR. NASH said that he considered that there was a lot

to be said for New Zealand doing something in defence measures
overseas from the point of view of achieving the defence of
the actual territory of New Zealand, but there were political
difficulties involved, for instance, the possibility of troops
sent overseas being required to deal with local civil unrest

or rebellion.

He also said that should New Zealand troops replace
the troops already garrisoning Singapore that did not mean
that the garrison would be strengthened.

GENERAT, MACKESY pointed out to Mr. Nash that the

suggestion to which he (Mr. Nash) referred, in C.0.S. 832, was b
only an alternative. The suggestion which he (General Mackesy) '
had made (a beach defence unit) would be a definite addition

to the existing garrison at Singapore.

CAPTAIN E.C. JOHNSTON, representing the Civil

Aviation Department, Australia, joined the Conference on resuming
at 11.15 a.m,, and was welcomed by the Chairman. \

ENERAY. DUIGAN said that he would like to mention

one point in regard to General Mackesy's statement and that was !

that the security of Singapore is of paramount importance to 3

New Zealand, for if it goes, the scale of attack against this

country goes up.




18.

19.

20.

MR. JONES referred to the question of the
responsibility of the Dominions and tha aeeep‘lghed ,’p}j.e
that each were responsible for their own defence. While

anxious to assist he said, there would be difficulties in
sending such a force overseas in peace-time. Another question
was the responsibility of other portions of the Empire, such
as Australia, Canada, or South Africa in respect of defence i
beyond their own shores. ‘Mr.{Jbﬁeégédﬁd.ﬁﬁéﬁfihfﬂﬁw%zgﬁﬂﬁ&ﬁﬁ
we are not adequately protected and much remained to be done

in building up the Air Force. We have iny?gﬂsmgiiiggﬁrfhgwgi

and it required a large amount of equipment. The Navy was
reasonably efficient, but whether it was adequate was another
matter. He considered that if New Zealand's measures for her
own defence made her reasonably safe that would give much
satisfaction to the 0ld Country. Taking into account our
commitments with the three Services, it was a question whether
we could at the present time send a force of five hundred

overseas, at a cost of something like £150,000. It is a question

of policy, and a question of our ability to do what has been

suggested in the Chiefs of Staffs Paper.

MR. SULLIVAN said that he would like to have a view

on the degree of necessity involved. Could General Mackesy
tell us whether the element of great or overwhelming necessity
enters into consideration of the question of the reinforcement

of Singapore by European troops.

GENERAL MACKESY replied that he found it very

difficult to go beyond the words used by the Chiefs of Staff J
in this Paper that has been referred to: "Any addition which |

New Zealand found it possible to make to the peace-time garrison

at Singapore would add appreciably to the security of the base."
MR. ASHWIN asked if it were not putting the cart before

the horse to concentrate on providing one well trained battalion

without providing a certain minimum well trained force in New
Zealand. Vould not a reasonably well trained force in New Zealand

be a better contribution in time of emergency than having one

efficient battalion abroad.




‘regarding q;eements
Pacific alyr routes,
Zealand, the Uulited
and alsoregarding tae pozsession of islands and all the other
details that will veanire atiention botore the establishment

of air bases,

f
[
61. MR, .JONES stated thet what we are concerned about is
, how soon the Air Service will De csteblished in the Pacific.

Mr. Bertram predictcd two or threc ycers, It looks to be

as far off todoy as it was threc years ago and does open up

the question of reciprocal lanling »iglts with America, All
the negotiations tha’h have gone on have been with the New
Zealand Governmons Geallng wivth a private cong . That was not

our fault, it was dealt wiih Lcfore wo came into office, but if

we gave away certain landing »ights :u America, we would be

getting the worst oi" the hargain. Tha United States Government

are leaving it To %7.. ccupemy o ucyetiate end they are not

involved at all in regard % thuse recliprocal landing rights.

62, MR, NABH sald the general aérategy of our project from

a negotiational point of view is for the purpose of getting the

right to Iand in lionolulu, =rd the use of American air bases,

and in return o give Uznited Siztes of /fmerica certain rights

for landing 2o Miji. We me 7 have Zonolulu in mind as a
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Island and then ©to San Francisco, .

e

to Honolulu TMecause of Peanl H’a?.*’aé‘ur-

J’f—':’

unless, Although we Xave the right to cancel the fa

the present agreement that 18 not wortn much, because it

off from the United Siabes jush as muchas they are cu

us. Ve really wan® 50 coitrol completely ﬁhe Taeman.hmcanse‘i';
is a British syhere, We do nob want any overseas country to

come into tha® area a* 211, Ve wanted a reciprocal arrangement
as between Auckland; Fiji end Christmas Island, or Honolulu, San
Francisco and Victoriza, and we were willing to give the Uni ted !

States recivcrocity to the oxient that they wanted to use our

aerodromes or facilitics.

SIR HARRY BATTEREEE esaid that there was no doubt in the minds

of the United HKirmdom delcpations that the objective to be aimed
at was the ecatablishment of a Dritish conmmonwealth service across
the Pacific shou'ld ve established as scon as possible, such a

service to cvoerate in co-gperaticon with the United States of

America, bui theve were diflficultics of wrocedure and method to

+3

be overcome. TI 7 iiv.t Zoss be thrashed out by the committee for

the Aiy section of the Agenda,

CAPTAIN JCHNSTON said that ailthough we are a&ll in agreement
as to the advisabi-ity ol a Britishmrvice running right through l
the Pacific, if thisz wes going to taﬁe a considerable time to
establish, he advocated the adoption of the Australian proposal /

of having the British intercsts on the southern end and the '
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American intercets on the northern end of a Pacific air route.
This proposal was intended only as an interim measure that

could be implementcd promptly and even without United States

of America's permission to usc Hawaii, He also stressed that
continued pormission to land in New Zealand and/or Australia
was just as vital to United States of America as was permission
to use Hawaii to British interests. He suggested that the
United Kingdom delegation should give an estimate as to the

length of time that would elapse before suitable machines were

available for a Pacific service,

SIR ARTHUR LOHGMORE replied that he would prefer to

examine this question in committece. |
MR.FRASBER statcd that Pan-American Airways had aban- J
doned the idea of cstablishing a basc at Noumea.
The Chairman, aftcr issuing a warningas to the possibil-
ity of misconstrueing certain paragraphs in Sguadron Leader

Gibson's recport,; then dealt with -

The Conference adjourned sine die at 12,40 p.m,




