
TELKQRAM, 

tfrom the United Kingdom High Commissioner, 

Dated 21st . A p r i l 1939Q Received 12„23 p,m. 21st . A p r i l . 

IMMBDIAgBft 

No0 96 Secret* 

My telegram of the 18th.- A p r i l No, 92 Secret , 

paragraph 2 . 1 , Minister f o r Industry and Commerce who i s 
Chairman of Committee 2 f on supply problems ) i3 pressing 

s t rong ly f o r the inc lus ion of the fo l lowing paragraph in the 

report of the Committee f o r submission to the f u l l Conference. 

Begins* " Mew Zealand i s t o t a l l y lacking i n suppl ies of 

ce r ta in commodities for use in war P These essent ia l stocks> 

d e t a i l s o f which are a matter for further i n ves t iga t i on , should 

be b u i l t up in the near future « The Committee recognise that the 

obtaining of these necessary supplies froa overseas w i l l be 

dependent on the s ter l ing fundi being available.. :I Ends, 

2- United Kingdom representatives on the Committee requested 
that the l a s t sentence of the above paragraph should read 
,! The Committee takes note of the statement of the New Zealand 

representatives that the obtaining etc* " or a l ternat ively 
s 

that some such word/as " the provis ion of the necessary finance" 
should be substituted for the words " s ter l ing fund being 

a v a i l a b l e " -

3 Hew Zealand representatives have refused to accept 

either a l te rnat i ve and are pressing hard for the adoption of the 

•wording quoted in paragraph 1 on the grounds that i t i s a mere 
statement of fact* 

4 , In p i i v a t e t a lks with the Chairman of Committee 

and also with the Minister of f inance and the Deputy Prime 

Minister 



2 , 

M i n i s t e r I h a v e u p t o now r e s i s t e d t h i s o n / g r o u n d s t h a t q u e s t i o n s 

o f f i n a n c e a r e o u t s i d e t h e s c o p e o f t h e C o n f e r e n c e « 

( The f o l l o w i n g s e c t i o n , r e c e i v e d i n c y p h e r a n d 

s i n c e p a r a p h r a s e d b e g i n s 

5e I t a p p e a r s t o roe t h a t t h e a s s o c i a t i o n o f t h e 

d e l e g a t i o n f r o m t h e U n i t e d K i n g d o m i n t h e p r o p o s e d r e f e r e n c e 

t o d e p e n d e n c e o n s t e r l i n g f u n d s b e i n g a v a i l a b l e m i g h t b e h e l d 

t o i m p l y on t h e p a r t o f t h e U n i t e d K i n g d o m some r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 

f o r t h e p r o v i s i o n o f s t e r l i n g f u n d s i f t h e y w i s h t o s e e t h e 

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s w i t h w h i c h t h e y -are a s s o c i a t e d c a r r i e d o u t b y 

Sew Z e a l a n d • F u r t h e r m o r e ^ g r e a t p r e s s u r e f r o m M i n i s t e r s i n 

f a v o u r o f t h e i r w o r d i n g a p p e a r i n g , i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e y a t t a c h t o 

i t p o l i t i c a l i m p o r t a n c e a n d t h a t i t I s n o t a m a t t e r m e r e l y o f 

d r a f t i n g s . 
End o f c y p h e r i n g ) 

6 * He a r e c o n t i n u i n g o u r e f f o r t s t o f i n d a n a c c e p t a b l e 
t h e 

c o m p r o m i s e , b u t w h a t e v e r / r e s u l t , m a t t e r s w i l l b e a l m o s t c e r t a i n l y 
M i n i s t e r s 

r a i s e d b j * a f u l l C o n f e r e n c e o n f fonday 

m o r n i n g * We s h o u l d t h e r e f o r e b e g l a d t o know b y S u n d a y e v e n i n g 

Few '/.eeO-and t i m e } w h e t h e r we s h o u l d , m a i n t a i n o u r a t t i t u d e o r 

w h e t h e r t h e w o r d i n g p r o p o s e d b y New Z e a l a n d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s may 

b e accepted.^ 
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