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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

13, 1939 

My dear Mallet: 
I re fer to the Department's memorandum of Oc­

tober 25, 1938, and to the B r i t i s h Embassy's a i d e -
memoire of November 10, 1938, concerning a hydrographic 
surrey to be carr ied out by the Navy Department of certain 
Is lands of the P a c i f i c , including is lands of the Phoenix 
Group. 

In the Department's memorandum i t was pointed out 
that the purpose of the survey i s ent i re ly s c i e n t i f i c and 
i s without reference to the question of t i t l e to is lands 
to which both Governments have claims. I n the Embassy's 
aide-memoire i t was stated that the Government of the 
United Kingdom, while reserving a l l questions of t i t l e , 
would be glad to take advantage of the o f f e r to furnish 
i t with such technical information as may be obtained as 
a resu l t of t h i s survey* 

The Department has received information from the 
Commanding Of f i cer of the U-S.S. Bushnel l . which i s 

conducting 

Mr. 7. A. m Mallet, CM.a., 
Counselor of Embassy, 

B r i t i s h Embassy, 
Washington, D.C. 

• WHEN MARKING UP DOCUMENTS FOR COPYING PLEASE TICK THE APPROPRIATE BOX ON THE OPPOSITE 
INFORMATION IS ESSENTIAL TO ALLOW US TO PROVIDE YOU WITH THE COPIES YOU REQUIRE INFORMATION SH 
RECORD COPYING COUNTER SHOULD YOU NEED FURTHER ASSISTANCE. * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 



-8 -

oonducting the survey, that a protest has been reoelved 
from the British administrative o f f i c ia l on Hull Island 
against operating planes over the island. I t i s thought 
that the British o f f ic ia l was perhaps not informed re ­
garding this survey, though^ undoubtedly long before this 
appropriate information has been transmitted to him. 

Sincerely yours, 

Pierrepont Moffat 

^ M a i 
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