. " .‘cv 4 iy o

r A . - . : Y A - ol & ke
4 ,giﬁ;»f ~ Since I had the honour of addressing to you
¢ my despatoh No, 1242 2 of Novembey Oth, there has been
no outstanding incident or developmont in the internal

political field, American opinlon on the war stands

exactly where 1t did. An overwhelming majority want
the Alllies to defeat MHitler: an equally overwhelming
majorifty have made up thelr minds o keep America out
of the war., This will not change until a situation
arises in which America's emotions or her vital
national interests become engaged.

2. The avsence, untll the Rusalan attack on
Finland, of any striking events on the Eurocpean

front left almost a clear fleld in the newapaper to the
reporter of internal mcfdonts, and to preliminary
manocuvres and conjectures regarding next year's
Presldential eledtlion and the coming session of
Congress. 7Tho indications are that the Fresident's
popularity is on the Increase, and that a considerable
section of the public, lergely because of the absence
of any other outatanding personality, 1s gradually
becuming reconeiled to the idea of a third tern. But
othey Democvatic candidates aie beginning to come into
the (1eld, The supportera of Vice President Garnby
have announced doﬂnfjhly that thelr leader will be a

candldate, MNr, lelutt la atill, perhaps, the most
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vmh %o ihm uumnn eloments in the

Democratic PII".» It 1s unlikely that the Fresident
will make up his mind about standing until the date of
the Conventions, which may be postponed later than
usual this year and that his finel declislion will depend
in the malin on the internationel situation, On the
Republiocan side ir., Dewey of YNew York has now definitely
amounced himself as a candidate, whilst Senators
Vandenberg, oridges and Taft are working quietly to
securse thelr own nomlnntinA.
Se In my above mentioned despatch I referred to
the unstable foundation of the present more or less
united front of the Pemoeratlec party. To dmte the
leaders appear to have succeedsd in malntaining the
truce D2tween the two wings of the party, and the
indications are that they will endeavour to preserve
it in the coming session of Congress, To do this the
President will need to tread softly -lthjnoapoot to
such domestlc 1suues as the Labour Relatlons Act and
the spend-lend polley, for If he were o fase the
coming session with an qutrlght defence of %ﬁo liew Deal
poalélon on domestic matters or make ngain demands in
the rather peremptory mammer he has adopted in the
past, attacking the conservative elements in his party,
he would almoat certainly spllt the party once again,
There/
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their Lmmediate offorts will be to prevent the renewal
of the law under which reciprocal trade treaties have

been negotiated with a number of foreign countries,

AP o T

which expires next yesr, and which offend thelr
protectionist traditions, The Adninistration's aspokeamen
are busily engaged Iin explaining on every possible
occasion the benefits of the law in an endeavour ;o rally
the support which wlll be necessary If 1t 1s to be

renowed next asesalon,

4. ¥eanwhile death has again given the President
the opportunity denied him in 1937 by Congress of changing
the memberahip of the Supreme Court. In the third week

o
of November Justice Sutler, a Roman Cathollc conservative
lawyer from Minnesota, passed away. The most generally

anticipated succesgor Ls Mr, Frank Murphy, the Roman

| Cathollie Attorney Geneyal from Michigan, but 1t is sald

‘ that Jir, Murphy himself 1s not anxious to take the posts
Should he acoept 1t iir, Robert Jackson, the energetic

New Deal Solicitoreleneral, might be appolnted to fill
hls place, though there are othor candidates inthis fleld,
Se In paregreph 7 of my above mentioned dezpateh

I reforred driefly to the looal elections which took
place at thes beglnning of November. The most striking
featurea wore firstly the almost oonpl/oto aweoep in the

' City of lNew York itself by the Democratic Tammany
|
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orgenisation, and accondly the extent to which the
epubllicans/
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desarted on the rise of the lew Deal, From the Republican
standpolint, this is an encourmging development, for a
general swing of the negro voters to thelr former

"I Republican alleglance would have an important influence

on the 1940 Presidential campaign. In New Jersey too
the results of the elections were to entrench more
strongly the Republicans in office.
6. At the end of lasmt month an agreement between
the Chryaler Motow Corporation and the United Automobile
Workers brought %o an end a labour dlspute which had
resulted Iin approximately 145,000 antomoblle workers
being idle since the beginning of October, and caused
an sccumaletion of orders amounting %o something like
125,000 motor cars or trucka,
I have the honour to be,
With the highest respect,

Hy Loxd,
Your Loxdship's most obedient,

" humble servant,
(86D) LOTHIAR
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