
a-* 

SLC/34 

PERSONAL 

Room 220, 
610, F i f th Avenue, 

New York City . 

Dear Butler, 
Here is a note on the conversat ion 

between Strathallan and Senator Hale of 
the Senate Naval Committee. 

Yours sincerely, 

L 
Nevi le But ler Esq. C .V .O. , 
B r i t i s h Embassy, 
Washington D.C. 



5 

I met S e n a t o r H a l e , Chairman I b e l i e v e of the Senate Naval 

Commit tee , a t l u n c h . The o t h e r s p r e s e n t were m o s t l y American and 

a l l s t r o n g l y p r o - E r i t i s h . A d i s c u s s i o n arose about send ing d e s t r o y e r s 

to England and Senator Hale announced "The t r o u b l e w i t h a l l you peop le 

and the g r e a t American p u b l i c i s t h a t you do n o t know the f a c t s 

about the d e s t r o y e r s and so are i n n o p o s i t i o n t o make a Judgement. 

G r e a t B r i t i a n had a t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f the war 206 d e s t r o y e r s . She 

has l o s t 2 9 , b u i l t 13 new ones and has damaged 48^some of which 

can p r o b a b l y soon be b rough t i n t o a c t i o n a g a i n . " I s a i d I was a f r a i d 

t h a t t h e f i g u r « tiiat I had seen were not so f a v o u r a b l e and t h a t we 

p r o b a b l y dicta11 have more than a h a l f o f our o r i g i n a l number of 

d e s t r o y e r s i n a c t i v e s e r v i c e . Senator Hale s a i d " I f t h i s i s s o , 

then you B r i t i s h are d o i n g " r o t t e n propaganda ' n o t t e l l i n g us the 

f a c t s . " 

The d i s c u s s i o n i n waich a l l j o i n e d went over the whole f i e l d 

o f p ros and c o n s and I go t the s t r o n g i m p r e s s i o n t h a t Senator Hale 

was a r g u i n g wl th a mind made up on t h e q u e s t i o n - t h a t England 

d i d n ' t r e a l l y need them s u f f i c i e n t l y to warrant Amer ica t a k i n g 

the r i s k i n v o l v e d i n send ing them over and t h a t he had made up h i s 

mind a f t e r c o n s c i e n t i o u s s tudy as i n A m e r i c a ' s t rue i n t e r e s t 

a l t h o u g i he h i m s e l f i s p r o - B r i t i s h . 

Two p o i n t s a r i s e * 

1 . Was t h e Senator r i g h t or wrong on h i s f i g u r e s ; 

2 . That a s he had made up h i s m ind , i f my judgement i s 

c o r r e c t , a f t e r a c o n s c i e n t i o u s s tudy of a l l s i d e s of 

t h i s prob lem i t might be worth w h i l e t r y i n g , througa 

whatever a re t t e proper c h a n n e l s , to c o n v e r t him by 

a p r e s e n t a t i o n o f be case reasoned a l o n g t e c h n i c a l 

l i n e s . 


