
The N e w f o u n d l a n d G o v e r n m e n t have e x p r e s s e d 
c o n s i d e r a b l e a p p r e h e n s i o n a s t o the e x t e n t o f t h e 
j u r i s d i c t i o n w h i c h m i g h t be g r a n t e d t o the U n i t e d 
S t a t e s i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e l e a s e o f n a v a l a n d 
a i r b a s e s i n t h e I s l a n d . The m a t t e r I s o f s p e c i a l 
i m p o r t a n c e i n t h e c a s e o f N e w f o u n d l a n d i n v i e w o f 
i t s p r e s e n t c o n s t i t u t i o n a l p o s i t i o n . The s e l f 
g o v e r n m e n t f o r m e r l y e n j o y e d b y N e w f o u n d l a n d h a s had 
t o be s u s p e n d e d u n t i l s u c h t i m e as the I s l a n d a j a i n 
becomes f i n a n c i a l l y s e l f s u p p o r t i n g , and a s y s t e m 
o f Government b y C o m m i s s i o n has been s u b s t i t u t e d . 
I t i s e s s e n t i a l t h a t , w h i l e t h i s r eg im e i s i n f o r c e , 
n o a c t i o n s h o u l d be t a k e n w h i c h c o u l d i n f u t u r e 
y e a r s be r e p r e s e n t e d as a s u r r e n d e r o f s o v e r e i g n t y 
t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a g a i n s t the w i s h e s o f t h e p e o p l e 
o f N e w f o u n d l a n d . 

The q u e s t i o n o f j u r i s d i c t i o n a r i s e s a l s o i n t h o s e 
C o l o n i e s I n w h i c h b a s e s a r e t o be l e a s e d t o t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s , and t h e v i e w s o f the S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r 
the C o l o n i e s on t h i s o _ues t i on w e r e c o n t a i n e d i n a t e l e ­
g ram t o H i s M a j e s t y ' s Charge" d ' A f f a l r e s a t W a s h i n g t o n 

7 N o . 3 0 7 3 . A s o l u t i o n on the l i n e s i n d i c a t e d i n t h a t 
t e l e g r a m o u g h t t o c o v e r s a t i s f a c t o r i l y t h e p r i n c i p a l 
p o i n t s r a i s e d by t h e N e w f o u n d l a n d G o v e r n m e n t . T h e s e 
were : -

( 1 ) T h a t a U n i t e d S t a t e s c r i m i n a l c o m m i t t i n g 
a c r i m e a g a i n s t a N e w f o u n d l a n d c i t i z e n ( e . g . l a r c e n y , 
a s s a u l t o r r a p e ) s h o u l d n o t ce t r i e d b y a U n i t e d 
S t a t e s C o u r t on the b a s i s o f U n i t e d S t a t e s c r i m i n a l 
j u r i s p r u d e n c e w i t h an a p p e a l t o U n i t e d S t a t e s C o u r t s . 

( 2 ) T h a t a N e w f o u n d l a n d c i t i z e n s h o u l d n o t be 
handed o v e r f o r t r i a l by a U n i t e d S t a t e s n a t i o n a l on 
a c h a r g e l a i d by a U n i t e d S t a t e s n a t i o n a l . 

Of t h e s e p o i n t s , ( 1 ) i s c o v e r e d b y the s t a t e m e n t 
i n t e l e g r a m N o . 3 0 7 3 t h a t " T h e y / i . e . t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s / 
m i g h t a s k f o r j u r i s d i c t i o n o v e r u n i t e d S t a t e s c i t i z e n s 
f o r a l l c r i m e s c o m m i t t e d i n t h e l e a s e d a r e a b u t t o t h i s , 
I n c a s e s where the v i c t i m was n o t a U n i t e d S t a t e s c i t i z e n , 
I c o u l d o b v i o u s l y n o t a g r e e * . 

As r e g a r d s ( 2 ) t e l e g r a m N o . 3073 t o W a s h i n g t o n 
s t a t e s t h a t " I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s G o v e r n ­
ment m i g h t a s k f o r s u c h c a s e s t o be w i t h i n t h e j u r i s d i c t i o n 
o f t h e i r c o u r t s bu t I s h o u l d n o t s p r e p a r e d t o a g r e e 
e x c e p t I n r e g a r d t o c a s e s s u c h a s s a b o t a g e o r s p y i n g * B u t 
e v e n i n t h e s e c a s e s t h e r e w o u l d have t o be a r e s e r v a t i o n 
r e g a r d i n g t h e d e a t h p e n a l t y " V / h i l e the N e w f o u n d l a n d 
Government have n o t r e f e r r e d t o a p o s s i b l e e x c e p t i o n 
I n the c a s e o f c h a r g e s o f e s p i o n a g e e t c . , i t i s r e a s o n ­
a b l e t o s u p p o s e t h a t t h e y w o u l d n o t i n the l a s t r e s o r t 
s t a n d o u t a g a i n s t h a n d i n g o v e r f o r t r i a l b y a U n i t e d S t a t e s 
C o u r t a p e r s o n c h a r g e d w i t h h a v i n g c o m m i t t e d an o f f e n c e 
o f t h i s k i n d w i t h i n one o f the teased a r e a s , s u b j e c t t o 
t h e r e s e r v a t i o n p r o p o s e d b y L o r d L l o y d as r e g a r d s t h e 
d e a t h p e n a l t y . 

The N e w f o u n d l a n d Government a t t a c h g r e a t I m p o r t a n c e 
t o b e i n g a s s o c i a t e d , it t he e a r l i e s t p o s s i b l e s t a g e , w i t h 
any d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h the U n i t e d S t a t e s on t h e s e q u e s t i o n s , 
and t o b e i n g a b l e t o p u t t h e i r p o i n t o f v i e w t o t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s d i r e c t o On t h e a s s u m p t i o n t h a t t h e s e 
d i s c u s s i o n s w i l l t a k e p l a c e i n L o n d o n ( t h e c o u r s e w h i c h 
H i s M a j e s t y ' s Government i n the U n i t e d K ingdom d e s i r e ) , 

t h e / 



the Newfoundland Government have been asked to send 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s to the d iscussions and have s e l e c t e d 
f o r t h i s purpose two o f the Commiss ioners (Mr. Penson 
and Mr. Emerson)* They have been in formed t h a t I f 
any other procedure for discussion p roves n e c e s s a r y , 
I t Is i n t e n d e d t h a t Newfoundland should have e v e r y 
opportunity for f u l l y presenting her p o i n t of v i e w . 
I f therefore formal d iscuss ion In Washington should 
take the place of s imilar discussion In London, i t 
would De necessary that the Newfoundland Government 
should have the opportunity of sending representat ives 
to p a r t i c i p a t e . This does not necessi tate Newfoundland 
pa r t i c ipa t i on in the purely Informal explorat ion of 
the j u r i s d i c t i o n question In Washington which is imme­
d i a te l y contemplated, and this would In face probably 
present d i f f i c u l t i e s . I t i s , however, important that 
the United Kingdom representat ive who takes part in 
this informal exp lorat ion should make i t clear to the 
United States Government, who w i l l themselves be putt ing 
forward their views at a l a ter stage, though he has 
no reason to think that they would be prepared to agree 
to any proposals going beyond those described in 
telegram No. 3073. 


