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lpces.al reference to the hportmt quution of the lmﬁéh v
of the base. ;

3. General. The proposals of the Board in their magnitude
go far beyond anything that was expected by the House of
Assembly and the people of Bermuda and would, if adopted,
give rise to the gravest economic, social and politiml dis-
location of the life of the Colony. We ask that in considering
the detailed representations which follow it may be constantly
borne in mind that —

(a) the area of the Colony is only 19% square miles,

(b) its present population is 32,000 #.e., more than

1600 to the square mile, and
(¢) the lease will be virtually in perpetuity.

The livelihood of almost the
entire population is derived directly or indirectly from the

tourist trade and the presence of wealthy American residents.

This means of livelihood would disappear except perhaps for a
EXCLABLne cils

eertain number of elnn-tianiots. The attractions of Bermuda 2

as a resort are its beauty, peacefulness, old-worldliness, facili-

ties for outdoor recreation on land and water in pleasant sur-

roundings, ahsence of mechanical transport, freedom of movement

etec., etc. |
In all these respects it is clear that the character of the ﬂ
.

Colony would be violently changed by the unsightly buildings,
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would be ruined. Desirable tourists would go elsewhere and r;;%J
substantial Americen residents and many Bermudians would migrate.

Among demaging economic results which would follow the loss ?j
of the tourist trade plus the migration of residents we mention |
the following inter-related items with the observation that they
would have innumerable bye-resulte and ramifications affeeting

the whole economic strueture of the Colonys

(a) Serious general deterioration in value of real pro-
perty in which there are heavy investments among all

classes both directly and by way of mortgage;
(b) Loss of business in high grade shops;
(e) Loss of business in high grade hotels, guesthouses etc.j
(@) Unemployment;
(e) Loss of public revenue from decrease of imports and
general decreased tax-paying capacity of population.
Apart from the effect of the loss of the tourist trade ete. it
may be expected that the transference of population and conse-

quent creation of new crowded settlements would entail addition-
al burden on Colonial Treasury in public health and other services

incidental to built up areas.

In conelusion under this heading we record our conviction
that the economic gain to be derived from the establishment of
the base ds now proposed would fall far short of the economic

damage caused. We admit that the work of construeting the pro-
posed base would for a time benefit local labour and certain
local interests but its completion would leave us perman@ntly
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addition of about 4,500 mltumttmhmmtm
of these would be accompsnied.by wives and families. The actusl
increase in the permanent population might be as much as 6,000 .-';":‘;g
or about 20% of the present population, and the floating population
would be increased by the persomnel of United States' warships.

It is impossible to estimate with any precision the sceial effects
of such a large and sudden increase in our already over-dense

population, but it is certain that those effects would be dis-
astrous from a social point of view. The increase in population

accompanied by the removal of persons from their homes in occupied
areas and the over-crowding of remaining areas suggest many and
varied dangers to physical and moral health. | Furthermore the fact
that the additional element would be largely unmarried service
personnel would probably increase illegitimacy and miscegenation
which are evils in themselves, and would lead to further over-

b L population. A high percentage of local coloured women have lax

¢ morals even in prosperous times and illegitimate coloured births
now number nearly one guarter of total coloured births., To sum
to encounter the usual evils of over-population aggravated by
up we might expect/the presence of a large foreign garrison living
in a very small area largely among persons of colour and cut off

by sea from home influences. |

~J

6. Politieal. The political dislocation may prove eventually
to be the most serious of all. The people of the Colony have
always felt devoted allegiance to the Crown md-aw polit-
ical dependence on Great Britain.




!rmparutiea, Customs, Police, mummn ot
Cable and Wireless and Local Government.

The foregoing observations apply in greater or less
degree to the establishment of a base on the scale proposed
wherever the base may be situated, and we therefore ask in the
first place that, irrespective of the site of the base, the pro-
posals should be drastically modified, and in particular that
the proposed land serdrome which has never been mentioned in
previous negotiations should be abandoned. CIf however imperial
interests dmnd\;that the United States should possess a base
of the magnitude proposed, then it is doubly important to us
that the whole of the basé should be concentrated at the East
End of the Islands. We note in this connection that Lord Lothisn's
note leaves the exact location of the base to be decided by
common agreement and we bear in mind the Prime Minister's assur-
ance that no action would be taken against the wishes of the people
of the Colonies concerned.

The areas selected by the Board are in the highest degree
open to &ll the objections we havfa:_;' cited. These areas comprise
about 1/13th of the total area of the Colony.

(a) The mainland area is situated in the middle of the
Colony.

Its retention is indispensable to the existence of the
tourist trade generally amnd it includes valuable properties, for
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xu.tion and explosives are some of the largest and mat bmtu'nl
in the Great-Sound. BSome have holiday residences and all are
extmivclymugod for recreation by local inhabitents as well as
visitors. We presume that not only the islands but the waters
in the vieinity would become prohibited areas.

Furthermore with the coming and going of aireraft, service
motor eraft and possibly warships, the Great Sound itself would
be entirely transformed. Its waters px’fov:_l.do the only area for
] our sport of 2 yvacht racing and one of ovl;i' principal areas for
;lemro boa-fing of every description.

The danger of the storage of explosives in the locality
chosen seems |to us to be a further objectionable feature. The
main chammel into Hanilté;n Harbour passes close to these islands
and might well be rendered useless in the event of an explosion.

9. The location of
the base at the East end of the Colony would considerably lessen

in degree the objections we have mentioned.,  We think thntlaa a

material extent the base and its activities could thereby be
detached from the ordinary life of the Colony. Fewer and less
important amenities would be disturbed, fewer political problems

vqpld aéis% )md person:lgiSpouemd would be far fewer in number
{ Molwan, W 150 generally speaking
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. more

willing to accept monetary compensation.




other vital needs of the Empire it may well

the suggested alterations of the present nm objec

proposals. 'owmtmtmcmlunmmtmom”m
econcerned in the scheme of United Btates defence will be far
differently affected by reason of their much greater area, sparsity L
of population and the fact that their industries are not similarly %
vulnerable. They may even, in a purely material sense, be |
benefited. ] f
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