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No. 370 FOREIGN OFFICE, S . V . I . 

(K 6577/4643/250) 10th A p r i l , 1940. 

u 
My Lord Marquess, 

I have to inform Your Lordship that the ass i s tance of K i s 
M a j e s t y ' s Consular o f f i c e r s on the East Coast o f North America 
has been invoked by the A i r M i n i s t r y in connexion with the 
d e s i r a b i l i t y o f ob ta in ing in format ion about icebergs in the 
Western North A t l a n t i c Ocean. 

We (<V* 2 . Reports upon the ex i s tence of i c e are provided by the 
^ oM * I n t e r n a t i o n a l I c e Pa t ro l S e r v i c e , the work of which has h i t h e r t o 

4& "^y . been supplemented by in format ion suppl ied by merchant ships to 
oicj-^e to the United S ta tes Hydrographic O f f i c e . These l a t t e r reports 

cwxlo / ^ X * ^ have been extremely h e l p f u l i n l o c a t i n g the southern l i m i t s o f 
«^af-> d^a^ *r the advancing i ce menace, and in determining the date f o r 
/U. h%ytop<jv>f.W'c commencing the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Ice P a t r o l . Owing to the outbreak 
Oj^f • I o f h o s t i l i t i e s , however, many v e s s e l s are now mainta in ing rad io 

s i l e n c e , and i t i s an t i c i pa ted that the amount of information 
^ to be der ived from t h i s source w i l l consequently be extremely 

meagre. 
^//f . 3 - l n view of the importance of ob ta in ing ea r l y 

z\ **" in format ion i n regard to i ce c o n d i t i o n s , i t has been considered 
des i rab le f o r reports from sh ips to be rendered to the United 
S ta tes Hydrographic O f f i c e immediately upon a r r i v a l i n por t . 
I n order to avo id d i s c l o s i n g the s h i p ' s p o s i t i o n on a p a r t i c u l a r 
d a t e , i t i s proposed that masters of B r i t i s h ships a r r i v i n g at a 
port on the eas t coast o f the United States should report to E i s 

M a j e s t y ' s Consul at the port the most e a s t e r l y and southerly 

p o s i t i o n s of any i ce s ighted during the voyage. Such reports 

by 

c o u l d / 
His Exce l lency 

The Most Honourable IJVll/ 
The Marquess of Lo th ian , C .H . , 

V 
e t c . , e t c . , e t c . , 

Washington. 



could then "be transmitted immediately by Kis Majesty 's Consuls 
at these ports to the United States Hydrographic O f f i c e , 
omitt ing the sh ip ' s name and n a t i o n a l i t y . 

4 . I have to suggest that i f Your Lordship has no 
ob ject ion to the performance of t h i s duty by His Majesty 's 
Consular o f f i c e r s at the appropriate ports , they may be 
instructed to obtain and submit the desired information to 
the United States Hydrographic Of f i ce either direct o r , i f 
you would pre fer , through His Majesty ' s Embassy, Copies 
of the reports made should be sent immediately to the 
D i rec tor , Meteorological O f f i c e , A i r Ministry , Kingsway, 
London W.C.2. 

5. I t would appear that the o f f i c e r s concerned are 
His Majesty 's Consuls-General at New York, Boston and 
Phi ladelphia , His Majesty 's Consuls at Baltimore ( to include 
Norfolk) and J a c k s o n v i l l e , and poss ib ly His Majesty 's 
Consul-General at New Orleans and Kis Majesty's Consul at 
Houston ( to include Galveston)-

I am, with great truth and respect, 
My Lord Marquess, 

Your Excel lency's obedient Servant, 
(For the Secretary of State) 


