
BRITISH EMBASSY, 

WASHINGTON, 

May 10 t h 9 1940 

Ho. 201 . 

S i r , 

On i n s t r u c t i o n s from His M a j e s t y ' s 

P r i n c i p a l Secretary of S ta te f o r Fore ign 

A f f a i r s I have the honour t o inform you t h a t 

s i n c e the Oerman s e i z u r e o f Denmark i t had 

becomo necessary f o r His M a j e s t y ' s Government 

i n the United Kingdom t o reckon wi th the p o s s i 

b i l i t y o f a sudden Oerman descent upon 

I c e l a n d . I t was c l e a r t h a t i n the f a c e o f an 

a t t a c k on I c e l a n d , even on a very smal l s c a l e , 

the I c e l a n d i c Government would be unable t o 

prevent t h e i r country f a l l i n g comple te ly i n t o 

German hands . 

H i s M a j e s t y ' s Government a c c o r d i n g l y 

dec ided t o prec lude t h i s p o s s i b i l i t y , which 

would depr i ve I ce l and o f he r independence, by 

themselves l and ing a f o r c e i n I c e l a n d ; and t h a t 

v/as done t h i s morning. 

They have e x p l i c i t l y assured the 

I c e l a n d i o Government t h a t they are a c t i n g s o l e l y 

t o ensure the s e c u r i t y o f Ice land a g a i n s t a 

German i n v a s i o n , t h a t the f o r c e w i l l be withdrawn 

a t the end o f the war and t h a t they w i l l no t 

i n t e r f e r e / 

The Honourable 

C o r d e l l H u l l , 

Secretary of S t a t e of the United S t a t e s , 

•Vashin^ton, D. C. 
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interfere with the administration of 
the Island- They are alao prepared to 
negotiate an agreement on trade matters 
which should bring material advantages 
to the inhabitants of Iceland. 

I have the honour to be, 
with the highest consideration, 

S i r , 
Your most obedient, 

humble servant, 
( 3 0 D J LOT.HIHK 


