
/W*> September 23. 1940 

Exce l lency : 

In an aide-memoire dated A p r i l 13, 1940 regarding 

the p o s i t i o n of the Government of the United States toward 

Greenland, I had the honor to c a l l to Your E x c e l l e n c y ' s 

a t t e n t i o n that i n June 1920 the Government of Great 

B r i t a i n had been informed tha t in a Dec lara t ion made by 

the Secretary of State on August 4 , 1916 i t was s ta ted that 

the Government of the United States would not ob ject to 

the extens ion by Denmark of her p o l i t i c a l and economic 

i n t e r e s t s to the whole of Greenland; that i t would not be 

disposed to recognize the ex is tence in a t h i r d government 

of the r i g h t to acquire Greenland should the Danish Govern­

ment des i re to dispose of that t e r r i t o r y ; and that i t 

reserved f o r fu ture cons idera t ion the p o s i t i o n which i t 

might take in such an e v e n t u a l i t y . 

Recent 
His Excel lency 

The Right Honorable 

The Marquess of Loth ian , C. H 

B r i t i s h Ambassador. 



Recent events on the East Coast of Greenland and in 

the waters adjacent thereto impel me to inform Your Excel lency 

that the pos i t ion of the Government of the United States as 

set for th above remains unchanged, and to add that in view 

of the geographical pos i t ion of Greenland and the well-known 

p o l i c i e s of the United States with respect to the Western 

Hemisphere, my Government could not acquiesce in any p o l i t i c a l , 

m i l i t a ry or naval steps which constituted a permanent occupation 

or change in the status of Greenland. 

Accept, Excel lency , the renewed assurances of ray 

highest consideration. 
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