Excellency: | 2391940 =)
| % H24357 WS
In an gide-mémoire dated April 13, 1940 regarding
the position of the Government of the United States toward
Greenland, I hed the honor to call to Your Excellency's
attention that in June 1920 the Government of CGreat
Britain had been informed that 1n a Declaration made by
the Secretary of State on August 4, 1916 1t was stated that
the Government of the United States would not object to
the extension by Denmark of her politicel and economic
interests to the whole of CGreenland; that 1t would not be
dleposed to recognize the exlstence in a third government
of the right to acquire Greenland should the Danish CGovern-
ment desire to dispose of that territory; and that it
reserved for future consideration the position whieh it
might Take in such an eventuallty.

Recent
His Excellency

The Right Honorable

The Marguess of Lothian, C, H.,
British Ambassador.
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set forth above remains unchanged, and to~aﬁd thﬁ&’inwﬁwﬁmf_“J
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of the geograpnical position of Greenland and the well-known

policies of the United States with resvect to the Western

Hemlsphere, my Covernment could not acduiesce in any political,
o military or naval steps wialch constituted a permanent occupatlion
_Q or change in the status of Greenland,
5;':_
3t‘ Accept, Excellency, the renewed &ssurances of my
";,' nighest conslderation.
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