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The Right Honourable
The Viscount Halifax, K.G,,

My Lord, - : =

head of th: ﬁ:'u‘?- xm n:. sion t lhszb
e r a
Department has told the Counsellor of this Embassy
that an Italien military mission hn been training
the Beuadorean Apmy, and that the Ecuadorean
Government, with some encouragement from the lputod
States Gwemout. has terminated the mission
contracts 8o as to uh them oxxiro on the lﬁth
October next. that the United
States CGovernment vould ike the five Italian
of'ficers who ¢ ose the mission to return to lnro?o
esty's

Pan American Clipper, and h that His Ma
a’ovcrmnnt wil vuxv’vg. eir u?h:ul object mnjto

this runrmcunt of the Italian Army and take no
action to remove the officers, should the Clipper

be obliged to call at Bermuda, I enclose a list
of the members of the mission.

26 The excuse which Mr. Duggan advanced for
this request was that Ecuador is near the Canal Zone,
in the safety of which His Majesty's Government also

have an interest, and that ess the Italian officers
are assured of a passage home they would be all too

likely to obtain employment in Ecuvador with oppor-
tunities for mischief,

3e The State Department's request seemed to me
unreasonable and my first inclination was to reject
it without reference to Your Lordship. I felt
however, that as the State Departmen hnd rooenhy
been very cooperative in preventing the retura to
Europe of Germans who mi tbom to the enemy's
war effort, it would strike them as less \mrrun y
if I referred their roquost to you, Mr, Duggan has
been informed that I am doing this, but it has been
made clear to him that you are likely to find the
request difficult of acceptance. m United gtatoo
Government are in effect asking that His Majesty's
Government should agree not to prevent a reinforcement
of the Italian threat to the Buez Canal in order to
make it eamier for them to safeguard the Panama Canal,
lnn if it be admitted that the five officers are,
their experience and tniuiu‘ bottcr oqnipped to o r

a threat to the Panama Canal
it is nevertheless the case that ngo Iajoo {.
tter, and

Government are primarily interested in the

are in faet defending it against odds at this moment,
The necessity of defending the Panama Canal has not
yet arisen; when it does the odds will be largely in
favour of the defence, and in -ny case it is only

at second hand that Hie Majesty's Government are
concerned with i¢,

4o Though/
NMB:AR:NT

ete., ete.



-/.ze»

If the State

vmaxm ter t}'u travel home by
&t does !0‘:‘ ?3 ”ﬁmh; m.fh ot o
a ssure from :

m«ym“ t that m’mm« ever calls at m
Department wunm arrenge in this way
for the Italians tc travel by a Clipper mt does
not call at Bermuda, the latter might be g

ready to take the chance coffered to shu.-
Alternatively, it would seem that they could fly
home by the Italian Air Line which, according to

my information, still functions mtamittoai from
Brazil.

5 I should be grateful to learn whether
!onr Lordship would like me to inform the State

Mt that His Majesty's Government cannot
to conniving at return of the five
I hn officers Burope.

I have telegraphed to His lnjnty 5

nister at Quito nlnn him to keep me informed
3 the B LT S R orﬂoora in guestion.

I have the honour to be,
with the highest respect,

793 Bﬁh&p'- mo st

obedient, humble,
servent,

(For the Ambassador)
(80D) N. 1. "BUBLER.



