
S i r : 

Reference i s made to the Ambassador's note no. 312 
t 

of J u l y 8 , 1940 se t t ing fo r th the des ire of the Imperial 

War Graves Commission to be n o t i f i e d without delay of 

the b u r i a l of B r i t i s h o f f i c e r s or men, or of the recovery 

from the sea o f the bodies of members of the B r i t i s h 

m i l i t a r y f o rces , or of the B r i t i s h merchant seamen who 

have died as a resu l t of h o s t i l e act ion at sea. 

A report , which was communicated as wel l t o the 

American Embassy at London, from the Department's repre ­

sentat ive at Ber l in has now been received. In reply to 

a wri t ten inqu iry on the subject he was o r a l l y informed 

by the head of the Prisoner of War Information Of f i ce of 

the German High Command, Hauptmann Dr. Bourwieg, whose 

long re la t ionsh ip with the Imperial War Graves Commission 

Mr. N. M. But ler , C.V.O. , 
Charge d ' A f f a i r e s ad inter im of 

Great Br i t a in . 
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I s mentioned, that h i s o f f i c e incorporates a l l ava i l ab le 

per t inent information of the.character desired by the 

Commission in the l i s t s of pr isoners of war and deceased 

combatants which the Embassy receives from the German 

au thor i t i e s and regular ly forwards by a i r mail through 

Lisbon to London, 

Accept, S i r , the renewed assurances of my high 

considerat ion. 

For the Secretary/of State: 

7 

800.123341/8 


