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F r o m G o v e r n o r o f N e w f o u n d l a n d ( S t . J o h n ' s ) 

T o M a r q u e s s o f L o t h i a n 

d. O c t o b e r 1 3 t h , 1940 ( 7 - 3 6 p . m . ) 

r . " " " ( 1 . 1 5 a . m . ) 

Addressed t o S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r 
Dominion A f f a i r s , te legram 661 r e p e a t e d t o 
H i s M a j e s t y ' s Ambassador a t Washington t e l egram 
No« 5, High Commissioner U n i t e d Kingdom Ottawa 
[ ? 20 ] and Commander i n C h i e f . 

S e c r e t . 

R e f e r e n c e to t e l e g r a m from H i s 
M a j e s t y ' s Ambassador i n Washington t o F o r e i g n 
O f f i c e No. 2±rfr5 of October 1 1 t h . 

We e n t i r e l y agree w i t h r e a s o n s p u t 
f o rward by Ambassador f o r u r g i n g t h e Un i ted 
S t a t e s Government t o p roceed wi th a c t i v e 
c o n s t r u c t i o n pend ing s e t t l e m e n t o f a l l q u e s t i o n s 
o f terms o f l e a s i n g i n our te legram to you 
No. 651 o f Oc tober 8 t h r e p e a t e d t o Ambassador 
on t h a t d a t e as No. h we urged .the execu t i on 
o f a s imp le l e a s e i n o rder t o e x p e d i t e a c t i o n 
because American r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s on^permanent 
j o i n t Defence Board had s t a t e d t h a t U n i t e d 
S t a t e s Government c o u l d no t c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y 
expend money on r e a l e s t a t e i n a f o r e i g n 
coun t ry u n t i l l e g a l t i t l e was v e s t e d i n t h a t 
Government. I f t h i s d i f f i c u l t y can be overcome 
we a re q u i t e w i l l i n g t h a t work shou ld be 
commenced as soon as s i t e s have been d e f i n i t e l y 
d e l i m i t e d to s a t i s f a c t i o n o f Un i ted S t a t e s 
Government even though i n some cases f i n a l 
and a c c u r a t e d e s c r i p t i o n cannot be g i v e n . I n 
Ambassador ' s message under r e f e r e n c e he appears 
under a misapprehens ion as to e x t e n t t o which 
agreement has been reached r e g a r d i n g b a s e s i n 
Newfoundland. 

The s i t e s ( 1 ) i n S t . J o h n ' s f o r n a v a l 
base and i n v i c i n i t y f o r m i l i t a r y b a r r a c k s f o r 
r e i n f o r c e d b a t t a l i o n o f about 2000 men. 

( 2 ) i n A r g e n t i a (near P l a c e n t i a ) f o r n a v a l 
and n a v a l a i r b a s e . 

( 3 ) Near A r g e n t i a f o r supp ly and t r a i n i n g 
base f o r a d i v i s i o n o f about 16000 men - have 
a l l been chosen and agreed t o and b o u n d a r i e s 
r o u g h l y s e t t l e d . These b o u n d a r i e s a re moreover 
s u b j e c t to d e t a i l e d a c c u r a t e d e l i m i t a t i o n by 
s u r v e y a l s b u t we would no t i n s i s t even on t h i s 
b e i n g completed i f Un i ted S t a t e s Government are 
prepared to commence o p e r a t i o n s . b e f o r e h a n d . 
The*emergency f l y i n g f i e l d near S t . George ' s 
has no t y e t been c h o s e n . The U.S.Government does 
n o t propose t o have an a i r - b a s e i n or near S t . 
J o h n s . The Canadian Government i s s u r v e y i n g an 
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area fo r th is purpose and we preaume w i l l 
accord f a c i l i t i e s fo r use to United States a i r 
forces . 

We would "be grate fu l i f Ambassador 
would send us a copy of draft of lease mentioned 
in his telegram under reference. 


