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BRITISH EMBASSY, 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

October 14th , 1940. 

Dear Colonel Knox, 

You w i l l remember tha t l u s t week I 
t o l d you that His Ma je s t y ' s Government had rece ived 

from a committoe o f the Leg i s l a tu re o f Bermuda a 
statement s e t t i n g f o r t h wi th great f o r c e the ser ious 

damage which i n t h e i r op in ion would be done t o the 

l i f e and prospectB o f Bermuda i f the scheme suggested 
by Admiral Greenslade was car r ied out i n i t s o r i g i n a l 

form. I a t tach a memorandum based on mater i a l der ived 

from Bermuda which se t s out i n d e t a i l the ob j ec t i ons 

o f the Bermudians t o the present scheme and an a l t e r n a ­
t i v e suggest ion which they b e l i e v e w i l l meet the needs 

o f the United s t a t e s equa l l y as w e l l i f not b e t t e r . 
My Government has considered t h i s memorandum and th inks 

i t s fundamental case i s w e l l taken, and has d i r ec ted 

me to ask whether you would agree t o Admiral Greenslade 
going back t o Bermuda a f t e r h i s r e t u r n t o './ashington 
and i n v e s t i g a t i n g the a l t e r n a t i v e p l an . I understood 

you t o say a t our b r i e f meeting l a s t week tha t you would 
arrange f o r t h i s . 

As you w i l l see from the attached paper 
the head and f r o n t o f the Bermudian o b j e c t i o n i c t o the 

proposed p o s i t i o n o f the m i l i t a r y aerodrome and, i n a 
minor degree, t o the i s l a n d s se lected f o r the magazines 

as they a d j o i n the very narrow entrance i n t o Hamilton 
Harbour. The a l t e r n a t i v e scheioe prov ides f o r a 
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mil i tary aerodrome and possibly a seaplane base to 

be concentrated at t he Eastern end o f the island 

which would make i t ea s i e r f o r the United a t a t e s to 
keep con t ro l over i t s ovm a c t i v i t i e s there and would 

avoid the disturbance to the i s l a n d which i s invo lved 

i n the present p l an . I t i s est imated tha t the 

c o n s t r u c t i o n o f an aerodrome on and around Long Bird 
I s l a n d would ne i ther take longer nor be iaore expensive 

than t h a t now proposed and would g i ve longer run-ways 

I n bo th d i r e c t i o n s . The Governor assures me tha t 

the people o f Bermuda are most anxious to cooperate 
i n p r o v i d i n g the f a c i l i t i e s needed by the United 

S t a t e s and I am sure you w i l l agree with me I n th ink ing 
tha t i f the proposed nava l and a i r bases can be car r ied 

out wi th the good w i l l o f the people o f Bermuda i t w i l l 

make the p r a c t i c a l working o f Anglo-American cooperat ion 

i n Bermuda much eas i e r i n the f u t u r e . 
I f Admiral oreenBlade wishes t o have more 

d e t a i l s o f t he new Bchetue, my Naval Attach^, Admiral 
P o t t , w i l l do h i s best to supply him w i th them. 
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