of a secret message which the President has "“'°°°ivsa'f .-.
from Mr. Churchill.

Beiiovo me

Ydurs very simcerely,

f\»@

Enclosure:
| Paraphrase.

His Excellency
The Right Honorable
The Viscount Halifax, K.G.,
British Ambassador.
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B, A deterrent of the most
character is needed now. You spoke of gal

we talked about this at Placentia and sofar this pdlioy
has been brilliantly successful. However, although the
Japanese have not as yet taken a finsl decision and al-
though the Emperor appears to be exercising restraint,
our jolnt embargo is steadily forcing the Japanese to
choose between war and peace,

. C. Should the Japanese go into Yunnan and cut the
Burma Road, as now appears probable, the conseguences for
Chiang~-Kai-Shek would be disastrous. Not only would the
collapse of his resistance be a world tragedy, but there
would be left for the Japanese large forces for attack
elther to the south or to the north,

D. Ve have received from the Chinese, as I believe
you have, an appeal to commmicate a warning against an
attack in Yunnan to the Japanese, It 1s my hops that you
might remind them that such an attack, almed at China from
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tever course you choose, of course,
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with you and do our utmost to back you. In my opinion,
Japan is more likely to drift into war than to go in
headlong. What are your views?

The Prime Minister recelved on November 2, 1941,
the following message from General Chlang Kai-shek:

Information in which I have complete confidence
shows that In order to take Kunming and to cut China's
lines of communication with Great Britain and the United
States of America, the Japansse are dstermined upon an
attack against Yunnan from Indochina. An attack may be
expected very shortly as preparastions are alrsady on
foote In my estimation this is the first step in their
policy of expansion either to the south or to the north.
As much of the future lies in your hands I feel it my
duty and right to impress certain facts and aspects of
the situation upon you.




selves and ourselves alike--is apparent to you.

be. I need not tell you that you may count upon me
to do my utmost to defend Kunming, and belisve me when
I tell you that it can be done by my armies. However,
you know as well as I that I have no air force, and
without an air force, whet can our army do against
another that has air strength? If the city falls, China
will be cut off from supplies from outside, her armies
encircled and deprived of all contact with yours and
those of her other friends, as a glance at the map will
showy and furthermore, the morale of the Chinese armies
and people will be shaken to the core. On the eastern
fronts where the help of our friends cannot directly
reach us, our morale has stood for more than four years.
A Japanese triumph on the one front where, as all know,
the armed forces of our friends are at hand, would gravely
menace that morale. A real collapse of resistance

would be possible for the first time in our long war.
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ctory or defeat of China, but the peace

of the Pacific han

may indeed be the determining point of the whole war. I
should be meking no appeal to you if China had the air
force she nesds because I should fesl confident of mny
abllity to defeat the ensemy. It is certain that Japan
will use her fine (group indeciphsrable) and I have
nothing I can call an air force to pit against what they
would bring to bear upon me. Japan's power to enter upon
what I have called fresh enterprises will be much
diminished if her air force can be checked or even smashed
in this battle. While her navy, it is true, will remain
to her, there 1s little she can do with it, lacking
strength in the alr, and thus her schemes of expansion
would be ended. Following that, political and economic
pressure could bring about her submission. Let us not
therefore make the same mistakes as (group undecipherable:
question mark have) been made elsewhere in this war and

let Japan attack us one after the other as is thelr

e



1s good, it is not large. The British air force in Malay
and American cooperation in support of the American
volunteer and existing Chinese air force constitute our
only hope. If the British air force could cooperate as
a part of Chinese air force or assume the role of an
international volunteer force, the result would be to
save the Pacific and to save China.

At first glance you might feel that at a time when
you ars fiéhting with such courage in Europe and the
Middle East this would involve you in a war with Japan.
As I see it (7). In my belief Japan does not feel that
she has the strength to attack so long as the resistance
of China continues. However, once she 1s rid of this,
whether or not she is given a pretext by such action on
your part, she will attack you as and when it suits her.
The importance of British air action in Yunnan cannot be
minimized for the fate of the democratic cause will turn
upon events in North China. The most critical phase of
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front here.

With all the strength at my command I wish to express

the feeling that wisdom and foresight demand that China
be given the help that I have outlined.

In no other way can the defeat of Japan and the
success of countries now resisting aggression be ensured.

Your reply is awaited eagerly.




