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My Lord, 

Dr. T. V. Soong, Chains Kai shek's personal 

agent In t h i s country, handed rae the attached memoran­

dum to-day with a request from the Generalissimo that 

i t should he given to the Prime Minister aa soon as 

poss ib le . Dr. Soong i s handing a copy to the 

President and Mr. Hull in the course of the next few 

days. 

2* X think the idea which underl ies th i s memoran­

dum, namely that i f war threatens or develops i n the 

Par Bast, a small "but resolute a i r force operating from 

aerodromes in China might have a decis ive e f f ec t in 

checking Japanese plans fo r the invasion of the Dutch 

East Ind ies or of Singapore, and might produce f a r -

reaching internal e f f e c t s in Japan i f i t could consistent ly 

bonfe Tokyo and other Japanese c i t i e s from the a i r - i s a good 
one. 

3 . The problem o f course i s par t l y that of f ind ing 

long distance "bombers and par t l y of organising ground 

crews, supplies and av iat ion s p i r i t at the key aerodromes 

i n China. There are two a l ternat ive ways of f inding the 

a i r f o rce , one i s to create an internat ional force , a s 

Chaing Kai Shek suggests, the other i s to detach forces 

from the Br i t i sh and possibly American a i r forces based 

on Singapore which might be sent up to China v i a Rangoon 

i n the event of war. 
I*. 1 / 

The Right Honourable 
Viscount Hal i fax , K.G. , 

Etc . e tc . e tc . 



U. I shall be glad If you wi l l let me have 
a telegraphic answer which I could give to Dr, Soong 
and I wi l l try and find out as soon as I can what 
the American response i s l ike ly to "be. 

I have the honour to be 
with the highest respect, 

My Lord, 
Your Lordship's most obedient 

humble servant, 
(aoi>) umaM 


