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MOST SECRET, 

I agree w i th Mr. P e a k e ' s 

o b s e r v a t i o n s and I would regard t h i s ma in l y 

as a c o l o s s a l p i e c e o f window d r e s s i n g which 

would appeal to the P r e s i d e n t and probab ly 

t o the m a j o r i t y of the American p e o p l e , 

e s p e c i a l l y i f the P r e s i d e n t agrees t o take 

one or two prominent Repub l i cans w i th him. 

But i t i s go ing t o be ex t reme ly d i f f i c u l t 

t o arrange the meeting and t o synchron i ze 

the a r i v a l s of the tv/o p r i n c i p a l p a r t i c i p a n t s 

I t i s a bad time of the year to reach New­

f ound land (which I would c e r t a i n l y p r e f e r t o 

I ce l and ) e s p e c i a l l y f o r the P.M. I t i s 

not unusual f o r a i r c r a f t t o be kept w a i t i n g 

a t Botwood f o r the b e s t p a r t o f a week 

b e f o r e be ing ab le t o take o f f , and I under ­

s tand t h a t they have t o a t t a i n a he igh t 

o f 25,OOu f t . i n the f i r s t few hundred m i l e s . 

I t w i l l - b e a t i r i n g and r i s k y j ourney f o r the 

P.M. and h i s c o l l e a g u e s and, even a f t e r the 

meet ing, they might be de ta ined f o r another 

week b e f o r e they cou ld s t a r t back , and the 

time thus occup ied might prove t o be one o f 

the most c r i t i c a l p e r i o d s i n our h i s t o r y . 

The q u e s t i o n I would t h e r e f o r e ask 

i s whether the r e a l r e s u l t s o f the meeting as 

c o n t r a s t e d w i t h the p s y c h o l o g i c a l r e s u l t s , 

would j u s t i f y the undertak ing? I t i s 

c e r t a i n l y not worth r i s k i n g a f i a s c o . 


