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Eight nev/ telegrams on the 
subject of Japan are attached. 

The telegrams from Tokyo 
record the f i r s t interviews which the 
Br i t i sh and American AmbassadorJ# had with 
Mr. i:atsuoka on his return from Europe. These 
interviews were followed by some rather extra ­
ordinary correspondence be;twe en Mr. 
and Mri Grew. The upshot of these interviews 
and of t he correspondence i s t h a t Mr. "atsuoka 
i s conveying a warning tha t should a German 
a t t a c k on W*e£convoy to B r i t a i n e scor ted by 
American nava l v e s s e l s take p l a c e , Japan would 
regard t h i s as c r e a t i n g a s t a t e o f war betv/een 
Germany and the United S t a t e s , would t h e r e ­
f o r e cons ider t h a t the T r i - P a r t i t e . P a c t had come 
i n t o p l a y , and would be o b l i g e d h e r s e l f t o 
e n t e r the war aga ins t America. There are i n ­
d i c a t i o n s , see Tokyo te legram 821, t h a t Mr. 
Katsuoka i n t a k i n g t h i s l i n e may not be speaking 
f o r the Japanese Government as a who le . 

2 . The Foreign. O f f i c e l i n k $ # up these 
developments w i t h those reported i n our te legram 
No.2221 t o the Foreign O f f i c e , d e s c r i b i n g t h e 
n e g o t i a t i o n s between Mr. Hul l and the Japanese 
Ambassador here f o r a se t t l ement i n t h e P a c i f i c , 
and the proposa l f o r Mr. W i l l k i e t o v i s i t J apan . 
They a l so connec t * i * \ v i th the i n f o rmat i on con­
t a ined i n Fore ign O f f i c e te legram 2698 (a t tached 
i n m a n u s c r i p t ) . They regard a l l t h e s e deve l op ­
ments as forming p a r t o f a s i n g l e manoeuvre 
t o enable Japan t o create a s p l i t between America 
and o u r s e l v e s ) t o l i q u i d a t e her commitments i n 
China, and to d i m i n i s h American a s s i s t a n c e to us 
i n the A t l a n t i c . They c o n s i d e r t h a t t h i s 
manoeuvre has been concerted w i t h the Germans. 

3 The a c t i o n which we should take 
o n these te legrams i s , I t h i n k , as f o l l o w s : 

Fore ign O f f i c e te legram 2698 
should be read t o Mr. Hull who might then be 
g iven an Aide I.'emoire based on te legram 2727: 
$ J ? \ UA*, l+A. UA*v ^ tvtA^dA. c**M*± ClDiUkk, L M ^ ( ' \ 
4 . Mr. Watt of the A u s t r a l i a n ^ 
L e g a t i o n informed me today tha t they had received; 
a telegram from A u s t r a l i a expres s ing l i v e l y i n -
t e res t# i n the American- Japanese n e g o t i a t i o n s 
repor ted i n our te legram 2221* I t might be as 
v /e l l f o r Mr. Casey to accompany H.E. when he 
sfiCJ ^*r„ H u l l to take a c t i o n as proposed above . 

5. S i r R. C r a i g i e i s anx ious t h a t i t 
should no t be known t h a t he rece ived from h i s 
American co l l eague* and repor ted to t h e Fore ign 
O f f i c e an account o f Mr. Grew1s i n t e r v i e w and 
correspondence w i th Katsuoka. Th i s shou ld , the: 
f o r e , not be mentioned i n s-eeing Mr. H u l l . We 
have, however, had an account o f i t from Mr. 
W e l l e s , see paragraph 9 of our te legram to 
the Fore ign O f f i c e . 


