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The p resen t p o s i t i o n i n regard 
t o messages exchanged "between the Prime 
M i n i s t e r and the P r e s i d e n t i s as f o l l o w s . 

We o f course get here the f u l l 
t e x t of any message from the Prime M i n i s t e r 
which he wishes us t o d e l i v e r to the White 
House, We have a l so h i t h e r t o been sent 
f o r our i n f o r m a t i o n the tex ts o f any 
messages from the Prime M i n i s t e r which 
have been sent to the P r e s i d e n t v i a the 
American Embassy i n London. 

Desp i te the P r e s i d e n t ' s assurances , 
g iven 2 months ago , tha t he would l e t us 
have cop ies o r the substance o f any 
messages which he might send t o the Pr ime 
M i n i s t e r ( t h e s e messages are p r a c t i c a l l y 
i n v a r i a b l y sen t through the American Qnbassy 
i n London) , we have o n l y been g i ven a few 
o f the messages - and then as a r u l e o n l y 
a f t e r we have asked f o r them. 

Furthermore, such messages as we 
have been g i ven have been g i ven us i n 
paraphrase form which i s r e a l l y not so 
s a t i s f a c t o r y as the o r i g i n a l . 

The present s i t u a t i o n i s t h e r e f o r e 
not very s a t i s f a c t o r y and i t may become 
even worse i f the sugges t ion made by the 
P .O . i s adopted. Th i s i s , t h a t whenever the 
Prime M i n i s t e r sends a message to the 
P r e s i d e n t through the American Embassy i n 
London.the P . O . , i n s t e a d o f as now te legraphing 
the f u l l t e x t to us f o r our own i n f o r m a t i o n , 
should merely in form us o f the f a c t tha t 
some message has been s e n t . This o f course 
would be an improvement f rom the p o i n t o f 
v iew o f our cypher room and o f economy, b u t 
i t may mean that un les s we can make some 
b e t t e r arrangement w i th the American 
a u t h o r i t i e s we s h a l l never get the t e x t s o f 
these messages a t a l l . 

I do not th ink there i s much use 
i n our t ak ing the matter up w i t h the white 
House as the P .O . s u g g e s t , as the machinery 
there never seems p a r t i c u l a r l y e f f i c i e n t . 
Much the bes t way, I t h i n k , would be t o 
e x p l a i n mat ters qu i t e f r a n k l y t o Mr. W e l l e s , 
s i n c e a l l t he telegrams pass through the 
3 .D . Mr. Wel les i s more l i k e l y than 
anyone e l se t o apprec ia te our d i f f i c u l t i e s . 
What we want i s to be sent - a u t o m a t i c a l l y 
and w i thou t having to ask f o r them - cop ies 
o f a l l messages i n e i t h e r d i r e c t i o n between 
the Pres iden t and the Prime M i n i s t e r Qu^4> 
through the United S ta tes Embassy i n London, 
u n l e s s o f course i n any rare case the 
P r e s i d e n t f e e l s tha t the messages are so 
p r i v a t e that we ought not see them. I f we 
cannot have c o p i e s , then paraphrases would 
do, but cop ies would be much b e t t e r and 
probab ly mean l e s s t r o u b l e f o r the 3 .D. 
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