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The B r i t i s h Government have c o n s u l t e d 

the B r i t i s h M i n i s t e r i n I c e l a n d . Bo th the 

a u t h o r i t i e s i n London and Mr. Howard Smith see 

grave dangers i n the a d o p t i o n o f the p r o p o s a l t h a t 

the I c e l a n d i c Prime M i n i s t e r should he reques ted 

t o i n v i t e the Un i t ed S t a t e s Government to occupy 

I c e l a n d . Bo th London and Mr. Howard Smith f e e l 

t h a t a f a i t accompli would he g r e a t l y p r e f e r a b l e 

t o any p r i o r announcement o f the a r r i v a l o f the 

Un i t ed S t a t e s t r o o p s . Mr. Howard Smith t o o i s 

very d o u b t f u l whether the I c e l a n d i c Government would 

i n f a c t he prepared t o ask the Un i ted S t a t e s Govern 

ment to send 1roops to r e p l a c e the B r i t i s h g a r r i s o n , 

s i n c e the I c e l a n d e r s r e s e n t occupat ion of any k i n d . 

Mr. Howard Smith f e e l s t h e r e i s a s e r i o u s danger 

o f leakage i f tfr3 matter i s mentioned be forehand 

t o the I c e l a n d e r s s i n c e the p ress and te legrams are 

not censored there and i t i s very d i f f i c u l t to 

keep any th ing s e c r e t . S u f f i c i e n t l y s t rong r e s t r i c t i v e 

s t eps t o prevent a leakage might c rea te an extremely 

had impress i on on the I c e l a n d e r s and p r e j u d i c e them 

a g a i n s t the a r r i v a l o f the American f o r c e s . 

The B r i t i s h a u t h o r i t i e s f e e l t h a t the d i f 

f i c u l t i e s as they see them should he brought t o the 

n o t i c e o f the Un i ted S t a t e s Government. I f however 

the l a t t e r s t i l l p r e f e r t h a t t h e i r suggested p r o 

cedure s h o u l d be adopted the B r i t i s h Government 

would o f course be prepared t o f o l l o w t h i s l i n e . 

But i t would seem bes t t o the B r i t i s h a u t h o r i t i e s 

t h a t i f the i d e a i s t o send a t once a sma l l American 

f o r c e t h a t f o r c e should a r r i v e unheralded and un 

e x p l a i n e d as was done w i t h g rea t success when 

B r i t i sh / 



c 

B r i t i s h t r o o p s occupied the i s l a n d . 

I n t h i s connec t ion the B r i t i s h 

a u t h o r i t i e s would "be g l a d to know the answer t o the 

two f o l l o w i n g q u e s t i o n s : 

A , I s i t co r rec t t h a t Un i t ed S t a t e s f o r c e s w i l l move 

i n two or more s tages f rom Bermuda and Newfoundland -

f i r s t move s t a r t i n g June 22nd? f f ^ ^ c i U ^ ? ! ! ^ 
B . Do the Un i t ed S t a t e s Government agree t h a t dur ing 

i n t e r i m p e r i o d wh i l e "both U n i t e d S t a t e s and B r i t i s h t r o o p s 

w i l l "be there - the B r i t i s h t roops l e a v i n g "by s t a g e s -

the t o t a l g a r r i s o n should not "be l e s s than present B r i t i s h 

g a r r i s o n ? 

As regards the suggested statement the 

B r i t i s h a u t h o r i t i e s are g l a d t o l e a r n t h a t the P r e s i d e n t 

i s agreeab le t o making some such announcement. They 

are q u i t e prepared t h a t the words " i n concer t w i t h " i n 

the l a s t sentence of Paragraph 2 shou ld "be omi t t ed , and 

t h i n k i t would he "better t o l e a v e out the f i r s t two 

sentences o f the statement on account of Portuguese s u s 

c e p t i b i l i t i e s . The B r i t i s h a u t h o r i t i e s would now p r e f e r 

not t o make any statement themselves u n l e s s the P r e s i d e n t 

so des i res and w i l l "be g lad t o know the P r e s i d e n t ' s v iew 

on t h i s p o i n t . I t w i l l "be u s e f u l t o know as f a r a s 

p o s s i b l e i n advance when the United S t a t e s Government w i l l 

i s s u e t h e i r s ta tement . The most obv ious o c c as i o n would 

seem t o be on the a r r i v a l of the f i r s t American c o n t i n g e n t . 

I t w i l l a l s o be necessary f o r t h e B r i t i s h 

to the I c e l a n d i c Government on l r l A \ M i n i s t e r t o say something 
A \ 

t h a t o c c a s i o n . The v iews o f the P r e s i d e n t as t o what Mr. 1 
Howard Smith might u s e f u l l y say would be a p p r e c i a t e d . 
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