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When you see Mr. W e l l e s , perhaps 
you could g i v e him the a t t a c h e d note which 
summarizes the s teps which the U.K. 
a u t h o r i t i e s are contempla t ing putting i n t o 
f o r c e i f Japan makes a move i n t o southern 
Indo -^hina . At the same time perhaps you 
could exp la in that the a u t h o r i t i e s in 
London were most i n t e r e s t e d to get your 
telegram No. 3255 ( the d r a f t o f which i s 
a t t ached ) summarizing Mr. W e l l e s ' e x p l a n a t i o n 
o f the s teps which the U.S .G . contemplated . 
London are n a t u r a l l y most anx ious t o work in 

s t e p w i t h Washington in the matter and 
would n a t u r a l l y welcome any a c t i o n p a r a l l e l 
t o t h e i r own which the U.3 .G. f e l t d isposed 
t o take . A t the same t ime , however, they 
f e e l that i t i s necessary t h a t "both 
Governments should always hear i n mind the 
importance of not t a k i n g a c t i o n which might 
d r i v e Japan to despera t ion and encourage 
them to take even more v i o l e n t ac t i on to the 
southward- With a view t o f u r t h e r 
c o n s i d e r i n g the mat ter , the a u t h o r i t i e s in 
London would "be very g r a t e f u l f o r some more 
d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n regarding the exact 
i n t e n t i o n s o f the American a u t h o r i t i e s . For 
example, i s i t the i n t e n t i o n t h a t the 
contemplated embargo aga ins t Japan should be 
imposed i n one o r more s tages , e x a c t l y what 
commodit ies w i l l be a f f e c t e d by the export 
embargo, and i s i t contemplated t ak ing any 

s t eps to f r e e z e Japanese a s s e t s in the U . S . ? 

The a u t h o r i t i e s in London are 
disposed to agree i n th ink ing t h a t an at tempt 
to secure bases in Tha i land i s l e s s imminent 
than a s i m i l a r at tempt in r e s p e c t o f Indo ­
c h i n a . They would, however, be i n t e r e s t e d 
to know the reasons f o r which Mr. Wel les 
drew a d i s t i n c t i o n between the two c a s e s in 
h i s c o n v e r s a t i o n on J u l y l l t h » 

J u l y 11+th, 1 9 W . 


