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protracted conversations directed toward explorin

possibility of reaching a sound basis for negotiations
between the two countries relative to the maintenance
of peace with order and Jjustice in ;hs Pacific. The
principles and policieg which were under discussion in
these conversations precluded pursuit by either Govern-
ment of obJlectives of expaneion by force or by threat
of force.

On July 24 last the President of the United States
informed the Japanese Government through the Japanese
Ambassador in Washington that he was willing to suggest
to the Governments of CGreat Britain, of The Netherlands

and




to the Powers mentioned that they undertake this decla-

Ld

' ration, in which the United States would be willing to

Join, upon the understanding that the Government of
Japan would be dlsposed to meke a similar declarstion
and would be further disposed to withdraw ite military
and naval forces from Indochina.

Notwlthetanding these efforts, the Government of
Japan has continued its military asctivities and ite
disposale of armed forces at various vointe in the Far
Eagt and has occupied Indochina with its military, air

and naval forces.
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N | ‘an scceptable basis for such an understanding has been

] demonstrated time and agein during recent years and
especially during recent months. @his Government feels
at the present stage that nothing short of the most
oomplet; candor on its part, in the light of evidence
and indicatione which come to it from many sources, will
at this moment tend to further the objectives sought.

Such being the case, this CGovernment now finde it

necessary to say to the CGovernment of Jepan that.if the

Japanese Government takes any further steps in pursuance

f of a policy or program of militery domination by force
|
' or threat
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and toward insuring the safety end security of the United

i States. '
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