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In view of the importance which the 
Turkish question has assumed in recent months, 
His Majes ty ' s Government f e e l i t des irable to 
s ta te f o r the information of the United States 
Government the nature o f t he i r po l i cy in regard 
to Turkey and the s t ra teg i c grounds on which i t 
i s based. 

I t i s v i t a l to the Middle Eastern 
p o s i t i o n o f the A l l i e s , f i r s t l y , that the Germans 
should not be allowed passage through Turkey and, 
secondly, that Turkey should r e s i s t i f attacked. 
An Axis attack on Turkey would not be aimed at the 
conquest of Turkey a lone, though no doubt Germany 
would be glad enough to obtain cer ta in Turkish raw 
mater ia l s . The main ob j ec t i ve o f the attack would 
be the destruct ion of the r igh t f lank of Great 
B r i t a i n ' s pos i t ion in the Middle East and the 
capture of Egypt and the Suez Canal. A fur ther 
aim might we l l be Iraq and the Persian G u l f , though 
th i s i s u n l i k e l y to be an immediate ob j ec t i ve u n t i l 
the Germans have occupied the Caucasus. The bes t , 
and so long as Great Br i ta in holds Cyprus and has 
control over Syr ia , the only method o f turning the 
B r i t i s h r igh t f lank i s a drive through Anatol ia* 

Were the Turks to acquiesce in the passage 
o f German troops, the B r i t i s h forces would be obl iged 
to occupy defensive pos i t ion along the Northern 
Syrian and Iraq f r o n t i e r s , with the fo l l owing grave 
disadvantages: (1) unsuitable country with no 
natural strong defensive features , and a very 
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d i f f i c u l t divergent l i ne of withdrawal through 

Syria and Iraq; (2) a heavy scale German a i r 

attack from the Anatolian a i r f i e l d s on Br i t i sh 

l ines of communications and Egypt; (3) a powerful 

threat of a ir end sea invasion o f Cyprus, and in 

the event of i t s loss an increased a i r threat to 

Br i t i sh posit ions in Syr ia , Pa les t ine , Egypt and 

the Canal i t s e l f . 

In the event of Turkish resistance and 

combined Turco-3r i t lsh action a very much more s a t i s ­

factory system of defence in depth could be adopted 

with the following advantages; (1) topographical ly , 

Turkey i s much more suitable than Syria for defence, 

and even i f most o f Anatolia were quickly overran 

there are very strong natural defensive posit ions in 

Turkey along the l ine of the Taurus mountains which the 

A l l i ed forces would be aule to occupy instead of 

having to stand in Syria ; (2) the German a i r threat 

to Syria would be kept at a distance, and the 

Anatolian air f i e l d s would be at the disposal of the 

Royal Air Force for attacks on Axis bases in the Aegean 

Islands and Greece, German l ines of communication 

through the Balkans, and the ^oumaniar o i l f i e l d s ; 

(3) Cyprus would be less vulnerable. 

There are the following further advantages 

of Turkish resistance; (1) iiven i f the resistance 

were not prolonged, some t o l l would be taken of Axis 

man &nd war material ; (8) A successful defence of 

Anatolia would provide A l l ied bases fo r both land and 

a i r forces fo r attacks on Greece, Crete, the Aegean 
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I s lands and the Dodecanese and could lead to 
the developing of an o f f e n s i v e s trategy through 
the Balkan countries at a fu ture date. 

The above s t r a t e g i c cons iderat ions w i l l 
make i t p la in how important i t i s to His 

Majes ty ' s Government that the Turkish w i l l end 
capaci ty to r e s i s t should be maintained. I f she 
i s to r e s i s t , i t i s necessary to co l l abora te with 
her whenever poss ib le and general ly t ry to bu i ld 
her up m i l i t a r i l y so that she may be in a pos i t i on 
to p lay a use fu l part i f attacked. I t i s from t h i s 
po int of view that the maintenance o f as large a 
supply o f war mater ia ls as poss ib le in the period 
before a German attack or German demands f o r t r a n s i t 
r i gh t s assumes par t i cu la r importance. Any h int or 
suspic ion in the Turkish mind that the present volume 
of m i l i t a r y suppl ies might be decreased would 
ser ious l y prejudice the chances of the Turks 
r e s i s t i n g German demands or a German attack. During 
the recent discussions with Turkey about the supply 
of chrome, His Majesty 's Government would have l iked 
to be able to use the threat of cut t ing o f f suppl ies 
i f a s a t i s f a c t o r y chrome agreement were not concluded. 
But in pract ice they could not a f ford to do so, f o r 
the simple reason that s t r a t e g i c a l l y i t i s e s s e n t i a l , 
with a German attack in the Middle East as an ever-
present p o s s i b i l i t y , that His Majesty 's Government 
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should avoid any quarrel with Turkey sucn as 
might lead the latter to adopt a policy of 
isolation or to go over to the Axis. 

TRB BRITISH KUBA33Y, 
WASHINGTON, D. G. , 

October 22nd, 1941. 
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