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Tha F 0. responded to this on November
2lst saying that they thought that if this was
a genuine offer it would be well to respond,
provided this could be done in such a way that
there was no semblance of gbandoring China.(go.&lnho.GSSfj

L. The next day kr.- Hull sent for H.E. and
the Chinese Ambassador and the Dutch end Australian
Ministers and told them of Mr. Kurusu's 5-point
proposal. On this occasion he gave a rough sketch
of his counter proposals and asked for comments

and suggestions from the other Governments. H.E.
told Mr. Hull that on the basis of the F.0.'s
previous telegram he thought it was safe to say

that H.M.G. would be willing to consider &n arrange-
ment on the lines suggested. (NW}& &2, Mo . {55‘;)

5e On November 24th Mr. Hull asgain sent for
the Heads of Missions and produced the modus vivendi.
H.E. on that occasion raised certain points of
detsil in regard to it, end said that he hoped it
would te possible to wait until H.M.G. had expressed
their views before giving it to the Japanese; but

he added that if Mr. Hull felt bound to go ahead

we should trust his discretion and that he could

count on our full support. ’w...zz‘;g,; [,ﬁ‘,&«o.sgya"e §37q)

6. On returning to the Embassy that night,

H.E. found that the F.0.'s comments on Kr. Hulls
originally suggested counter-proposals (see paragraph
Labove) had just come in. These said that H.M.G.

had complete confidence in Mr. Hull's handling of the
negotiations and felt that he was in the best
position to Jjudge whether to proceed with counter
proposals or to reject the Japanese proposals out of
hand. The instructions went on to make certain
suggestions in regard to the counter proposals;

these suggestions were somewhat stiffer than

Mr. Hull's own proposals (which the F.0. had not at
the time seen), but were not by any means
irreconcilable, and the ¥.0., was careful to mgke it
plain that they thought it desirable to ask & higher
initial price than they would later be prepared to
accept. Finally, they felt obliged to demur to a
suggestion by Mr. Hull that diplomatic representatives

‘here should have discretion in regard to the extent

of the lifting of the embargo. H.E. showed Mr. Hull
these/
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Chiang Kei-shek?"X That afternoon T. V. Soong
end the Chinese Ambassador saw the President and
delivered a message from Chiang Kai-shek which
took a strong line against. the modus vivendi.

T. V. Soong himself also argued strongly against
it, and got the impression at the end of his
interview that the U.3.G. had given up the idea.
The same evening Mr. Hull telephoned to H.E. to
say that he had given the Japanese a statement
of genersl principles in regard to peace in the
Pacific, but that he had not given them the
.modus vivendi. he next morning, November 27th,
Mr. Welles made charge of lack of support from
Ho b, G,




