
The Japanese Ambassador asked to see me again today. 
'•2 He began by re f e r r ing to our previous conversa t ion , 

s ince which he said the new Prime Min is ter had assumed o f f i c e . 

He thought that he would pursue much the same p o l i c y as Prince 
Konoye. They were s t i l l anxious to reach an understanding 

with the United States Government. 
He sa id that Mr. Wakasugi was having exp lora tory 

conversat ions with Mr. Wel les , but that he feared they were only 
making slow progress . I asked him whether i t was s t i l l the 

case that i t was the th i rd po int of which he had spoken i n our 
l a s t interv iew concerning temporary occupation by Japanese troops 
in North China and Mongolia that was l i k e l y to be the most o b s t i n a t e . 
He sa id t h i s was so, and expressed the opin ion that the United 
States Government feared tha t such occupation would be permanent. 
T h i s however was not h i s v iew, but a f t e r a l l that had happened, 

the Japanese Government thought that t h e i r n a t i o n a l s and t raders 
in North China would receive bad treatment from the Chinese unless 
f o r some time there was some Japanese pro tec t i on at hand. 

I said that I was o f course in te res ted i n what he had 
sa id , and that the conclusion of i t seemed to me to show the 
great importance of a l l p a r t i e s at such a time as t h i s exerc i s ing 
pat ience. Only so was there any hope of improving r e l a t i o n s . 
At the present moment the Japanese Government must know that in 
whatever d i r e c t i o n they might make a rash move, whether South or 
North, t h i s might we l l have Immediate and i nca l cu l ab l e consequences. 

On the other hand, as I had to ld him a f o r t n i g h t ago, 
there was no des i re in Great B r i t a i n , and ce r t a in l y I thought none 
in the United States , to pick trouble with Japan, and the drawing 
together o f a l l those who f e l t themselves threatened by Japanese 

po l i cy was purely de fens ive . When there was so much gunpowder 

l y i n g about, he would be a very rash man who dropped a match. 
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speech l a s t n i g h t , there was some shoot ing between the Germans 
and the -mericans, the Ambassador sa id t h a t , as he understood i t , 

the Japanese would be qui te f ree to decide t h e i r own course o f 
a c t i o n . 

I expressed the view that the Japanese Government 

would c e r t a i n l y be wise to consult Japanese i n t e r e s t s and not 

German i n t e r e s t s , j u s t as the Ambassador must r e a l i s e tha t a l l 
H i t l e r ' s ac t i on were d i c t a t e d s o l e l y by regard f o r what he 
conceived to be German i n t e r e s t s . 

I added that I had never been able to understand what 
good Japan thought the T r i - P a r t i t e Pact could p o s s i b l y do them, 
compared with an understanding with the United States and Great 

B r i t a i n , both of whom had e f f e c t i v e i n t e r e s t s i n the P a c i f i c . 
The Ambassador, whether from p o l i t e n e s s or c o n v i c t i o n , 

expressed general agreement, and concluded by a s o l i l o q u y on the 
i m p o s s i b i l i t y of force prov id ing permanent s o l u t i o n f o r large 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l quest ions , as he thought w i th in a very few years 
H i t l e r would h imse l f l ea rn . 

The general impression that the Ambassador produced 
upon me was that he was genuinely anxious to avoid t roub le , but 
I could detect nothing in h i s conversat ion that gave me any secure 
i n d i c a t i o n of why he had asked t o see me. 
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