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Extract from Minutes of Meeting of 
Br i t i sh Jo int Staf f Mission held on 
Tuesday, November 4th 1941 (M,M.(41 

3Gth Meeting;) 

l . B R I T I S H r^QUir^:u;TS FOR T^CHKXCAL O??IC2H3 TAP;: 
THE UKIT3D STATES. 

(Previous Reference: 11.::. (41) 25th Meet inf.:, 
ETnute 1) . 

QUI . (41) 199). 
TIE COMMITTEE had before the a Note by "Ir, Cribbet 

of the Royal Air Force Delegation (L. : ; . (41) 199), 
MR. CRIB3ETT explained that with regard to the 

technical o f f i c e r s required for the f i gh t ing serv ices , 
the Service Departments had agreed chat these 

o f f i c e r s could be commissioned into the B r i t i s h f i - h t i n ^ 
serv ices , and paid at Canadian rates of pay. However, 
while the Admiralty v;ere prepared to grant comiss ions 
on entry in the rani: of Acting Lieutenant at the rate 
of $5 a day, the Army and the Royal Air For?.2 were only 
prepared to commission these o f f i c e r s in to "no lowest 
ranks; and i t was therefore doubtful vhe t i u - , in view 



of the low pay which they would r e c e i v e , many 
vo lunteers v/ould be forthcoming. 

In the course of d i s c u s s i o n , d i f f i c u l t i e s 
were foreseen i n view of the anomalies i n pay 
which would a r i s e should these American t e c h n i c a l 
o f f i c e r s be paid a t Canadian r a t e s , whereas 
American vo lun teers serving as opera t i ona l p i l o t s 
i n the Royal A i r Force were on ly being paid a t 
B r i t i s h r a t e s . I t was f e l t tha t t h i s d i f f i c u l t y 
might t o some ex ten t be overcome i f only the 
comparable B r i t i s h ra tes were a c t u a l l y paid t o the 
t echn i ca l o f f i c e r s , whi le the d i f f e r e n c e between 
these and the Canadian ra tes could be c red i ted t o 
them i n the United S ta tes . 

With re ference t o the e x i s t i n g B r i t i s h -
r ec ru i t ed C i v i l i a n Technical Corps, MR. CRIBBBTT 
expla ined that about 700 had a l ready been r e c r u i t e d , 
and that i t was hoped tha t the United States would 
s e t up an Amer ican-recru i ted C i v i l i a n Technica l 
Corps, to whom more a t t r a c t i v e r a t e s of pay would 
be o f f e r e d . I n t h i s event , i t was probable that 
most of the o r i g i n a l B r i t i s h - r e c r u i t e d C i v i l i a n 
Technica l Corps *7ould wish to turn over t o the 
American o r g a n i s a t i o n . 

With regard t o the recru i tment of t e c h n i c a l 
o f f i c e r s , Mr. C r i b b e t t proposed : -

(a) That f o r the defence forces (Annex "A11 
t o M.U.(41) 199) , the f o l l ow ing procedure should 
be adopted : -

( i ) Pursue the p o s s i b i l i t y of d i r e c t 
recruitment" i n t o the three B r i t i s h 
Serv i ces through the medium of the 
Clayton Knight Committee. 

( i i ) E s t a b l i s h the true nature of the 
"Conant" scheme, and i f s u i t a b l e nake 
f u r t h e r use of i t t o supplement ( i ) 
above i f necessary . 

( i i i ) I f ( i ) and ( i i ) above d id not have 
the des i red e f f e c t , then an approach 
should be made to the U.S. 
a u t h o r i t i e s , w i th the suggestion that 
;m o f f i c e r sec t i on of the American-
r e c r u i t e d C i v i l i a n Technica l Corps 
should be created , i f and when t h i s 
o rgan i sa t i on was se t up. 

(b) Txhat f o r the Surely Departments (Annex 11BM 
t o Li.!;.(41) 199) an o f f i c e r s e c t i o n of the 
C i v i l i a n Technical Corps, re fe r red t o i n ( a ) ( i i i ) 
above, should be the f i r s t l i n e of approach; and 
that i f t h i s d id not m a t e r i a l i s e , i t would be 
necessary t o exp lore the p o s s i b i l i t y of ob ta in ing 
c i v i l i a n s ^ o f the required p r o f e s s i o n s . 

THS COlU ilTTEiS: -

I n v i t e d Mr. C r i b b e t t , i n c o n s u l t a t i o n 
as necessary wi th the ot.ier 
Departments, t o pursue the matter on 
the l i n e s se t out above. 
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