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I have reoe ived repor t s dur ing- the pas t /days of 
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cont inuing Japanese troop movements to southern. Indo-

Ghina. These repor t s i n d i c a t e a ve ry r a p i d and 

mater i a l Increase I n the f o r c e s of a l l k inds s t a t i o n e d 

by Japan In Indo-China• 

I t was my c l ea r understanding tha t by the terms o f 

the agreement and there i s no present need to d i scuss 

the nature of that agreement — between Japan and the 

French Government a t Vichy t h a t the to ta l number of Jap ­

anese f o r c e s permit ted by the terms of tha t agreement to 

be s t a t i oned i n Indo-China was very cons iderab ly l e s s 

than the t o t a l amount of the f o rces a l ready there . 

The s t a t i o n i n g of these Increased Japanese forces 

i n Indo-Chlna would seem t o Imply tixe u t i l i z a t i o n of 

these forces by Japan f o r purposes of f u r t h e r aggres­

s i o n , s ince no such number of f o r c e s could p o s s i b l y be 

required f o r the p o l i c i n g of that r e g i o n . Such aggrae-

s lon could conce ivab ly be aga ins t the P h i l i p p i n e I s l ands ; 

aga ins t the many i s l a n d s of the Kast I n d i e s ; aga ins t 

Burma; aga ins t Malaya or e i t h e r through coerc ion or 

through the ac tua l use o f force f o r the purpose of under­

tak ing the OOOUJA t ion of Thai land* Such new aggress ion 

would, of course, be a d d i t i o n a l to the ac ta of aggress ion 
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a l r e a d y u n d e r t a k e n a g a l n a t C h i n a , our a t t i t u d e towards 

whioh l a w e l l known, and has been r e p e a t e d l y a t a t e d t o 

the Japaneae Government . 

P l eaae be good enough t o r e q u e s t the Japaneae Ambas­

sador and Ambassador Kuruau t o i n q u i r e a t onoa o f the 

Japaneae Government what the a c t u a l r e a s o n s may be f o r 

the s t e p s a lready taken, and what I am t o consider l a 

the p o l i c y of the Japanese Government as demonstrated by 

this recent and rapid concentration of troopa In Indo­

china* This Government has seen in the l a s t few years 

in Europe a p o l i c y on the par t of the German Government 

whioh has Involved a oonatant and ateady encroachment 

upon the t e r r i t o r y and r i g h t s of f ree and independent 

peoplea through the u t i l i z a t i o n o f m i l i t a r y steps of the 

same character . I t i s f o r that reason and because o f 

the broad problem of American defense that I should l i k e 

to know the intent ion of the Japanese Government. 
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