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Abstract

In the late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries the notion that books were of value only
by virtue of their intellectual utility gave way to an expanded sense of books as both texts and
material possessions. With book production soaring, serious collectors were no longer able to
purchase all worthy books, and personal taste emerged as a major factor in acquisition
decisions. A large private book collection became an index of status and taste among the
upper classes. Much work has been done on this period of tension and changing priorities in
book collecting, but most scholars have assumed that collectors saw their libraries either as
repositories of information or as signifiers of social status deployed to impress their friends.
This thesis introduces the idea that libraries have social histories, with varied experiences
between books; rather than looking for a unifying purpose behind a book collection, it is
valuable to interpret book collecting as an anthropological phenomenon made up of multiple
behaviours. This work is built upon a close examination of the wonderfully preserved early
18th century library of Sir Richard Ellys (1682-1742), now held by the National Trust at
Blickling Hall. Ellys’s library is a strong candidate for this approach, as there is now very
little documentary evidence relating to his life or his library. In the absence of archival
material, the books themselves will provide almost all the evidence of Ellys’s behaviour.

The thesis will attempt to answer the question of how we can use the evidence of behaviour
in the books themselves, as opposed to documentary evidence, to illuminate the social history
of this library. It will make use of a biographical understanding of objects, a concept
borrowed from material culture studies, and will posit four stages in the life cycle of collected
books: acquisition, integration, use, and afterlife.

Acquisition is the stage in which a book was brought into the library. This involves activities
such as browsing catalogues and selecting specific books for purchase. It is clear from
examining Ellys’s acquisition behaviour that he was responding to a variety of interests and
purposes in the development of his library. It is also clear that procuring books was a social
activity, and that personal relationships were cultivated with authors, booksellers, and other
collectors. During the integration phase a book became part of the library, and was subsumed
into the collection. Ellys employed a librarian, John Mitchell, who was particularly involved
in this stage by producing a catalogue of the library and writing his cataloguing code in most
of the books. Examining the activities of integration demonstrates how the library as a whole
was shaped to reflect Ellys’s interests, priorities, and even identity. The use phase involved
such diverse activities as reading, lending, and displaying. The behaviours in this phase make
clear that books were valued in multiple ways: some were read thoroughly, some were
skimmed, some were never opened, some functioned to display Ellys’s position of social
status. Even after Ellys’s death, the books continued to be used in many of the same ways by
his heirs. The afterlife phase begins when use ends, with the books metamorphosing into
historical artefacts. For Ellys’s collection, this phase has seen the National Trust take
ownership of the collection. The books are now held in a museum environment and are
interpreted as heritage objects rather than information sources.

By foregrounding the behaviour involved in developing and managing a private library, these
four stages support the notion that libraries have social histories. Examining the evidence of
all four phases in the life cycle of Ellys’s books illustrates the complex, seemingly
paradoxical, but ultimately authentic relationship between a collector and his library.



“The library... “means” many things over time ... It is a collection of books, a centre for
scholarship, a universal memory, a maze or labyrinth, a repository of hidden or occulted
knowledge, a sanctum, an archive for stories, a fortress, a space of transcendence, a focus of
wealth and display, a vehicle of spirituality, an emblem of wisdom and learning, a mind or
brain, an ordainer of the universe, a mausoleum, a time machine, a temple, a utopia, a
gathering place, an antidote to fanaticism, a silent repository of countless unread books, a
place for the pursuit of truth.’

Alice Crawford, ‘Introduction’, in The Meaning of the Library: A Cultural History, ed. by
Alice Crawford (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 2015), pp. xiii—xxix (p. xvii).

‘Library history tells us about historic societies not historic libraries’

Alistair Black, ‘New Methodologies in library History: a Manifesto for the ‘New’ Library
History’ Library History vol 11 1995, pp. 76-85 (p. 81).
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Preface

The progress and development of this PhD thesis have been unavoidably interrupted by the
Covid-19 pandemic. Lockdowns and travel restrictions prevented me from undertaking the
research trip to Blickling Hall that | had planned for spring 2020. The Blickling estate itself
was closed with staff on furlough, which meant | was not able to correspond with the
librarian for nearly a year; neither could he continue work with the online catalogue, which
stalled my project further. Archival collections in Norfolk, London, Edinburgh and Oxford
were closed for months, and | was also not able to access library resources. All this entailed a

significant delay to my research.

| am certain that there are things | missed, and books I did not have a chance to see.
Nevertheless, | was able to undertake sufficient primary and secondary research to complete
my PhD thesis. As pandemic restrictions begin to ease in 2022, | am hopeful that I will be

able to fill in the known gaps in preparing my work for publication.



Chapter One: Introduction

This thesis will develop a new approach to the study of private book collecting, based on a
life cycle of four discrete phases identified by distinct sets of behaviour: acquisition,
integration, use, and afterlife. It will make use of the collection of Sir Richard Ellys (1682-
1742) as a case study for this method, undertaking a rigorous examination of the library
catalogue(s), the books of the collection, and what few archival records remain. The concept
of object life cycles is borrowed from Material Culture Studies,® and by bringing material
culture studies and an anthropological focus on human behaviour into the field of library
history, this thesis will show that a biographical understanding of objects allows us to see the

complex and nuanced social history of a library.

Sir Richard Ellys of Nocton, Lincolnshire, developed a substantial library of several thousand
items, which is now owned by the National Trust and remains as an almost perfectly intact
monument to his personal interests and wider circumstances. The National Trust is one of the
largest institutional book owners in the United Kingdom, and the ‘cornerstone’ of its
collection is this magnificent library, now held at Blickling Hall, a country house about 15
miles north of Norwich.? Apart from a short essay by Giles Mandelbrote and Yvonne Lewis
accompanying a 2004 exhibition, this superb library has received comparatively little direct
scholarly attention.® Its unapproachable nature has made it difficult to study: it is physically
remote, access to the books is extremely limited, almost half of the books have only very
rudimentary catalogue records (or are completely uncatalogued), and it is difficult to
contextualize as it is accompanied by no estate or personal archives. And yet the Ellys library
offers fascinating evidence of the collecting behaviour and social circumstances of its owner,
and a thorough examination is overdue; as such it offers a chance to reflect on the methods

and approaches that historians use to study surviving libraries.

! The ideas of object life cycles and a biographical approach to objects are discussed in Janet
Hoskins, ‘Agency, Biography and Objects’, in The Handbook of Material Culture, ed. by
Tilley et al. (London: Sage, 2006), pp. 74-84.

2 National Trust, ‘Books and Libraries Guide’
<https://www.nationaltrustcollections.org.uk/article/books-and-libraries-guide> [accessed 22
April 2022].

3 Giles Mandelbrote and Yvonne Lewis, Learning to Collect: The Library of Sir Richard
Ellys (1682-1742) (London: National Trust, 2004).



The inherent complexity of this library, as visible in the extant evidence, suggests that Ellys’s
book buying was not motivated solely by his scholarly interests, or his desire to own rare
curiosities of early printing; rather, he bought books for a variety of reasons including both
academic and aesthetic considerations. The diversity of his library demonstrates a
complicated, dynamic, and heterogeneous purpose behind his collecting behaviour, which
warrants a closer examination of the social history of this and other private libraries. | use the
term social history somewhat loosely here. It is not intended to recollect the New Social
History of the mid-twentieth century: the method is not quantitative and it is not aligned with
left-wing political thought, or indeed with any political agenda. But a library has a social life
and social identity, and its history must be a social history, focusing on the diversity and
variety of experiences between books, between libraries, and between collectors, as well as
between moments in time. Studying this over the long period of a collected book’s life cycle
can demonstrate how a library interacted with a collector’s personal identity and social
networks, and how it can make manifest its social context and circumstances, thus revealing

the history of libraries to be inherently a social history.

This introductory chapter will provide an overview of Ellys, and will introduce his library as
the source material for this research project. It will then present and critique existing
scholarship on libraries and book collecting in the eighteenth century, before proposing a new
model for understanding private libraries, for which Ellys’s library will here serve as a case

study.

Ellys and his library

The library was amassed by Sir Richard Ellys, and was kept primarily at his home in London.
He was educated by his father’s chaplain Joseph Farrow (1652-92) and studied at Leiden and
Utrecht after travelling on the Continent; his tutor, the German philologist Ludolf Kuster
(1670-1716) thought him the finest Greek scholar in Europe.* In 1727 Ellys inherited his
father’s baronetcy (conferred on Ellys’s grandfather at the Restoration) and estate at Nocton,

4 Mark Purcell, The Country House Library (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2017), pp.
219-21; Mandelbrote and Lewis, p. 10.

10



and served as Whig MP for Grantham from 1701-1705, and for Boston from 1719-1734.° A
staunchly religious man, he was a member of Edmund Calamy’s Presbyterian church in
Westminster, near to where Ellys made his home in Bolton Street, Piccadilly. His reputation
was fierce: when the minister Samuel Say (1676-1743) took over the ministry of the
Dissenting congregation at Westminster of which Ellys was a prominent member and main
financial supporter, Say wrote of his anxiety over meeting this formidable and
uncompromising man, described to Say as ‘a gentleman of Learning and Piety. His learning
mostly in the classical and critical way’ who ‘greatly affects the books of the old Puritans’.®
(Ellys was not pleased with Say, for reasons that are not clear, and for a time withdrew his

financial backing from the church, leaving Say without the income he had been promised.)

In 1727 Ellys published his first and only book, a study of cymbals in the New Testament
called Fortuita Sacra quibus subjicitur commentarius de cymbalis.” Although he never
published anything else, Ellys had a reputation for scholarship and learning (despite Horace
Walpole’s swipe that he ‘pretended to learning on the credit of a very expensive library’).®
The antiquarian John Horsley (1685/6-1732) in 1732 dedicated his magnum opus Britannia
Romana: or the Roman antiquities of Britain to Ellys,® and his dedication aptly illustrates

Ellys’s public persona of erudition and his well-established reputation in learned circles:

Notwithstanding your industrious concealment of your uncommon
knowledge and abilities, they could not pass unobserved by the ablest of
judges; and all, who have the happiness of your personal acquaintance, are
witnesses of a most becoming piety and true virtue.

The FORTUITA SACRA are a lasting monument (though I hope not the
only one you will leave) that the truest concern for religion, and the
greatest knowledge of divine things, are not inconsistent with the most
accurate acquaintance, and profoundest skill, in all the branches of curious

® Paula Watson, “Ellys, Richard (c.1674-1742), of Nocton, Lincs.’, History of Parliament
Online <http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/1715-1754/member/ellys-richard-1674-1742>
[accessed 22 April 2022].

® Letter from W. Harris to Samuel Say, 20 April 1734, printed in B. Cozens-Hardy, ‘Letters
incidental to Samuel Say's call to Westminster, 1734, Transactions of the Congregational
Historical Society, 19 (1960-64), pp. 81-90, 129-37.

7 Sir Richard Ellys, Fortuita sacra: quibus subjicitur Commentarius de Cymbalis (Rotterdam:
apud Joannem Hofhout, 1727).

8 Purcell, The Country House Library, p. 101.

® John Horsley, Britannia Romana: Or the Roman Antiquities of Britain: In Three Books
(London: printed for John Osborn and Thomas Longman, 1732).; Haycock, David Boyd,
‘Horsley, John (1685/6—1732), Natural Philosopher and Antiquary’, Oxford Dictionary of
National Biography Online Ed. <https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:0dnb/13819>.

11



and polite learning. ...[I wish] that in a degenerate and corrupt age you

may long adorn, and protect the cause and interests of piety, liberty and

virtue.
Much of his reputation was built upon his success as a prolific book collector, and he
managed to develop an impressive collection of many thousands of books and manuscripts.
Upon his death in 1742, his property and estate at Nocton Hall passed to his second wife
Sarah, with the exception of his books. Instead, his large private library went to his second
cousin, Sir John Hobart, the second earl of Buckinghamshire, and was transported to Hobart’s
home at Blickling Hall in Norfolk. This is tremendously fortunate, as a fire at Nocton in the

1830s that destroyed the family archive might otherwise have also swallowed the books.

At Blickling the books were placed in the Long Gallery, which was converted into an
impressive library room, and there they have remained. Blickling has been owned by the
National Trust since 1940; indeed, it was one of the first properties acquired by the Trust.°
The house now contains approximately 12,000 books, which constitute the majority of
Ellys’s collection as the library remained largely unmolested over the centuries. The
exception to this was a large sale in 1932, just before Philip Kerr, the 11" Marquis of Lothian
and the final private owner of Blickling Hall, gave over the house to the Trust. This depleted
the library of some of its finest treasures; notable among those that were sold are the
Blickling Psalter, an eighth-century Latin Psalter with Old English glosses, which now
resides at the Morgan Library in New York City (MS M.776), as well as the Blickling
Homilies, a ninth-century collection of homilies in Old English, now MS 71at the Scheide

Library at Princeton.!

Despite such losses, the shelves at Blickling retain the vast majority of Ellys’s collection. The
books reveal his interests as a book buyer, and demonstrate the diversity of his collecting
priorities. The areas of Law, Classics, and History are well represented, and there is a sizable

collection of political tracts and pamphlets. There are clearly books Ellys used in his

10 <Our History: 1884-1945’, National Trust <https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/what-we-
do/who-we-are/our-history%20> [accessed 2 August 2018].

11 American Art Association, llluminated Manuscripts, Incunabula and Americana from the
Famous Libraries of the Most Hon. the Marquess of Lothian ... (New York: American art
association, Anderson Galleries Inc., 1932); ‘[Blickling Homilies]’ (England, 1100),
Princeton, William H. Scheide Library, MS 30.2; ‘[Blickling Psalter]’ (Northern
Northumbria, 730), New York, The Morgan Library & Museum, MS 776.

12
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professional capacity as an MP or in his semi-professional capacity as a biblical scholar. The
largest category is of books relating to theology, New Testaments in particular: no surprise
given that this was the field of Ellys’s own academic interests. But while primarily intended
for scholarly use, the library additionally contains a large contingent of rare and appealing
treasures, including numerous incunabula, illustrated editions, and books associated with
illustrious former owners, as well as some fine medieval manuscripts. Despite the 1932 sale,
many of these works remain in situ at Blickling Hall. Importantly, Ellys also owned a
significant number of catalogues of auctions, sales, and other private collections, along with
several lists of rare books, which is ‘a sure sign of a serious interest in books’ and

demonstrates an understanding of and interest in the world of book collecting.?

In addition, the library contains a wide variety of books on more unusual topics, which can
also reveal something of Ellys’s personal tastes. One remarkable area of the collection is
devoted to the history of printing and its connection to the spread of Protestantism, especially
abroad both on the Continent and in the New World. Among his books, for example, are an
early Bible printed in ‘the Indian language’ in North America known as the Eliot Bible, and
numerous volumes from famed early printers on the Continent such as the Estienne and
Aldine presses.™® The library also contains a large number of works on medicine, natural
sciences, anatomy, and zoology — somewhat surprising given that these subjects were far
from Ellys’s specialty. Ample evidence also suggests that other scholars and acquaintances
made use of this collection, and it is possible that Ellys’s associates’ interests guided his
collecting — for example, the large number of books relating to medicine and anatomy,
uncommonly plentiful for a gentleman’s library of the time, may have been acquired to meet
the needs of his large proportion of medically-inclined acquaintances. One such may have
been his friend William Stukeley (1687-175), the antiquarian, natural philosopher, and
physician, who was a member of the Royal Society and the Society of Antiquaries, and had

close relationships with Sir Hans Sloane and Sir Isaac Newton.*

12 Mandelbrote and Lewis, p. 6.

13 John Eliot, tran., The Holy Bible : Containing the Old Testament and the New...
(Cambridge, MA: Printed by Samuel Green and Marmaduke Johnson, 1663).

14 David Boyd Haycock, ‘Stukeley, William (1687-1765), Antiquary and Natural
Philosopher’, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography
<https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:0dnb/26743>.

13



One cannot create and organize a library of this scale alone, and fortunately it is possible to
say something about Ellys’s most prominent collaborator in the development of his library:
his librarian, John Mitchell (1685-1751). Mitchell’s role and work in the library prove
revealing about early modern book collecting and library management. Although a physician
by training (there being no formal training in librarianship at the time), Mitchell was
employed by Ellys from 1731 onwards as his librarian.*® Mitchell was not new to bibliophile
circles when he arrived in Ellys’s employment. His letters to his friend Charles Mackie,
professor of history at the University of Edinburgh, show that from as early as 1717 he was
engaged in travel at home and on the Continent, searching out and buying books for various
clients (unfortunately none are named in the extant correspondence). Indeed he acted as an
agent for Mackie, attending sales and reading catalogues to identify newly-published or
newly-available books that he thought Mackie might wish to purchase. His letters also reveal
that he travelled the Continent performing these duties for others, too. He frequently visited
the libraries of famous and wealthy collectors on his travels, and wrote to Mackie describing
them and the general state of ‘Belles Lettres’.*® Mitchell was well-connected in the world of
books, and from 1735 was a member in his own right of the Spalding Gentlemen’s Society, a
learned society with strong bibliophile tendencies, which Ellys joined sometime in the late
1720s or early 1730s.1” The Spalding Society was founded in 1710 by the antiquarian
Maurice Johnson (1688-1755), who wished to recreate the exciting coffeehouse culture of
London in his provincial hometown of Spalding. The Society expanded steadily, with
members contributing books to the library, presenting papers on natural history, and writing
letters detailing antiquarian discoveries. Other members of the Spalding Gentlemen’s Society

included William Stukeley, Alexander Pope, and Sir Isaac Newton.

15P. S. Morrish, ‘Baroque Librarianship’, in The Cambridge History of Libraries in Britain
and Ireland, Volume 2: 1640-1850, ed. by Giles Mandelbrote and Keith A. Manley
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006), pp. 212-287 (pp. 212-3); John Mitchell,
‘Letter to Charles Mackie, 26 November, 1730', Edinburgh University Library Special
Collections, La.I1.90.1.27; ‘Letter to Charles Mackie, 25 March, 1731', Edinburgh University
Library Special Collections, La.l1.90.1.28.

16 <L etter to Charles Mackie, 2 December, 1721', Edinburgh University Library Special
Collections, La.I1.90.1.9; ‘Letter to Charles Mackie, 2 April, 1722, Edinburgh University
Library Special Collections, La.l1.90.1.10.

7 Dorothy M. Owen, The Minute-Books of the Spalding Gentlemen’s Society 1712-1755
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1981).

14



Mitchell’s work, as well as the mere fact of employing a librarian, highlights how the library
demonstrates a changing world, with specialized skills now necessary to engage with the
emergence of what Alistair Black has called the ‘information society’ or the ‘knowledge
society’. During the Enlightenment, information increasingly became seen as an entity rather
than a process. Once knowledge was ‘reified and commodified’ and information was
‘converted into a “thing”’, men of the newly-emerged middle class began to specialize
professionally in this quantifiable resource.'® Mitchell’s work represents the
professionalization of the book world, as respectable, semi-professional librarians joined the
ranks of the professional booksellers and binders in supporting such massive private library
collections and laying the foundations for modern bibliographic research and librarianship.*®
While Mitchell was nowhere near as wealthy as Ellys, he was better educated and had an
interest in and knowledge of books to equal or surpass his employer. While working for
Ellys, Mitchell played an important role in the procurement of books for the library, liaising
with agents at sales and with booksellers on Ellys’s behalf.?° Mandelbrote and Lewis
describe the library as Ellys and Mitchell’s ‘joint achievement’,?! and although it is not
certain to what extent Mitchell was involved in selection decisions, it is certainly the case that
almost all of the remaining evidence regarding Ellys’s behaviour and attitudes towards his
books is mediated through Mitchell’s work. Where the latter’s input is most evident to us
now is in the organization of these incoming books. His distinctive cramped handwriting is
found all over the Ellys collection: far more than Ellys’s own, which appears in only a
handful of his books. He wrote (to a greater or lesser extent) in most of the books, and was
heavily involved in producing the library catalogue. The books themselves (including their
notes and annotations) and the catalogue are the two biggest pieces of evidence available for

understanding Mitchell’s role in the library, and indeed the development of the library itself.

The catalogue that he produced thankfully accompanied the library to Blickling after Ellys’s
death. It lists (nearly) every book in the collection, providing details of author, title,

publication, and format or size. Mitchell was able to devise and implement an advanced and

18 Alistair Black, ‘Information and Modernity: The History of Information and the Eclipse of
Library History’ Library History, 14 (May 1998), 39-45 (p. 41).

19 Mandelbrote and Lewis , p. 9.

20 See for example John Mitchell, ‘Letter to Charles Mackie, 17 May, 1732°, Edinburgh
University Library Special Collections, La.11.90.1.33; ‘Letter to Charles Mackie, 16
December, 1738’, Edinburgh University Library Special Collections, La.I1.90.1.34.

21 p. 26.
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customized system to organize Ellys’s collection, and oversaw a team of assistants; the
catalogue was organized and written primarily by Mitchell, but contains a number of other
hands as well. It is very much a working copy, and was continually updated to accurately
reflect the contents of the library. The catalogue was extensively interfered with in the
nineteenth century, with the records cut apart into smaller slips and pasted into album
volumes. Nevertheless, it is still an invaluable resource in the study of Ellys’s library,
especially given that the modern catalogue now being compiled by the National Trust
remains incomplete. Mitchell’s cataloguing work was not confined to supervising the
production of this catalogue: he also maintained what Mandelbrote and Lewis have identified
as a second catalogue.?? The second catalogue is found in ten thick volumes and is mainly
written in an unknown hand, the works included dating mostly from the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries. To this Mitchell added entries for authors absent from the original list
on the facing rectos, and added works under authors already present in the original hand in
what may have been an attempt at creating a universal bibliography. The contents of this
book list do not accurately reflect the contents of the library, and instead it seems to represent
an academic project rather than the practical functionality of the slip catalogue, which listed
the books of Ellys’s library. These two catalogues (especially the slip catalogue) are the main
documentary sources available for studying the library. Other records are relatively scarce,
though not entirely lacking. In addition, I have examined what few notes and letters are
interleaved in the books, and the inscriptions in the books themselves. The research did not
involve, and could not have involved, the close examination of every book. This was
inevitable, due to the scale of the library, but was exacerbated by the context of the Covid-19
pandemic. Travel restrictions and lockdowns prevented research trips to Blickling, and the
Blickling estate closure and staff furlough meant the Blickling librarian was unavailable for
correspondence and his work cataloguing the library was stalled. To remedy this, a balance

had to be found between discovering general patterns and scrutinizing illustrative examples.

Beyond the library, archival sources relating to the estate can be found in the Norfolk Record
Office, although these of course only pertain to the library after its arrival in Norfolk after
Ellys’s death. The Dashwood collection at the Bodleian Library has some few papers relating
to Blickling and the books, which must presumably have been mixed up in the family’s

papers when Ellys’s second wife married Sir Francis Dashwood — the pair lived at Nocton

22 pp. 22-3.
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Hall until 1766. A collection of letters between John Mitchell and Charles Mackie are to be
found at Edinburgh University Library, all of which date from before Mitchell’s tenure with
Ellys. While these sources are all invaluable, and are made more so by their small numbers,
almost none relate directly to the library or even to Ellys himself. There is thus an enforced
distance between the researcher and the subject, which the present focus on tangible evidence
of behaviour seeks to overcome. It is this (admittedly imperfect and incomplete) surviving
evidence, alongside the library itself, that makes it possible to contribute to scholarly debates

around the history of private libraries and book collecting.

Background

It is widely accepted that book collecting as a cultural phenomenon in Britain began
following the dissolution of the monasteries in the sixteenth century and the subsequent
dispersal of their collections (at least, those that weren’t destroyed).? In the absence of a
national collection, individual antiquarians such as Archbishop Matthew Parker (1504-1575)
and Robert Cotton (1570-1631) attempted to acquire and guard old and unusual volumes
otherwise at risk of loss. Sixteenth- and seventeenth-century private libraries were also the
domain of scholars, whose priority was the acquisition of knowledge rather than the
preservation of history; the contents of their libraries reflected this, focusing on the traditional
topics of the medieval schools.?* The traditional model of scholarly collecting was
encapsulated by Gabriel Naudé (1600-1653) in his 1627 Advis pour dresser une bibliothéque
which John Evelyn translated into English in 1661.2° Naudé’s work had a profound influence
on the development of scholarly libraries, and he was well respected as the librarian of the

library of cardinal Mazarin. Naudé posited three requirements for libraries: first, that the

23 James P. Carley, ‘The Dispersal of the Monastic Libraries and the Salvaging of the Spoils’,
in The Cambridge History of Libraries in Britain and Ireland Volume 1: To 1640., ed. by
Elisabeth Leedham-Green and Teresa Webber (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
2006), pp. 265-91 (pp. 340ff.)

24 Morrish, ‘Baroque Librarianship’, p. 219.

25 Gabriel Naudé, Instructions Concerning Erecting of a Library: Presented to My Lord the
President de Mesme by Gabriel Naudeus ; and Now Interpreted by Jo. Evelyn, Esquire.
(London: Printed for G Bedle, and T Collins, at the Middle-Temple gate, and J Crook in St
Pauls Church-yard, 1661).
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contents should be encyclopedic and comprehensive; second, that a library should be
available for the use of all who wished for access; and third, that the rare and the curious
were unnecessary distractions. In other words, books were worth owning because they were
tools for knowledge and study, and books whose information was outdated, superseded, or

unnecessarily ornamented were not worth bothering with.?

Historians have detected a new mode of book collecting from the late seventeenth century,
embodied by such collectors as Samuel Pepys, Thomas Herbert, Sir Hans Sloane, and
Richard Mead.?’ These collectors fit with what Jean Viardot describes as a new bibliophile
orientation that emerged around the turn of the eighteenth century, as rapid advances in
scientific disciplines created an obvious divide between old and newly-published books.?
While previously buyers had been concerned mainly with a book’s utility, now some book
buyers, fascinated by the rare, the antique and the expensive, took great pains to distinguish
themselves by their ability to find such exclusive items and to develop large specialist
libraries of antique volumes. It is clear, when looking at library owners around the turn of the
eighteenth century, that we must consider library formation as a more complex behaviour
than simply buying books on a predetermined set of topics. It is necessary to take a more
sophisticated view of what book collecting meant, and the multiple possible goals, interests,
and purposes behind it. This period marks the emergence of book collecting as more than just
a method of accessing and preserving information but as an example of the complex
anthropological phenomenon of collecting. A major motivator behind this new style of book
collecting seems to have been a desire to own and consume objects. Russell W. Belk argues
that collecting should be understood as a type of material consumption: ‘collecting is
consumption writ large’.?° No longer solely intended for reading and learning, researchers
like Kristian Jensen have argued that rare and antiquated books underwent an economic
reassessment and became expensive consumables in a market of their own, very much in line
with Belk’s view of collecting as the large-scale consumption of desirable objects. While

their intellectual usefulness was diminished, their economic and social utility rose. This

26 Gabriel Naudé, Advis pour dresser une bibliothéque (Paris: chez Francois Targa, 1627) ;
see also Jean Viardot, ‘Naissance de la bibliophilie: les cabinets de livres rares’, in Histoire
des bibliothéques francaises tome I1: les bibliotheques sous I’Ancien Régime, 1530-1789, ed.
by Claude Jolly (Paris: Promodis, 1988), pp. 269-289 (p. 270).

27 See, for example, Mandelbrote and Lewis, pp. 17-18.

28 ‘Naissance de la bibliophilie’, p. 269.

29 Russell W. Belk, Collecting in a Consumer Society (London: Routledge, 1994), p. 1.
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parallels the coeval craze for gathering oddities into cabinets of curiosities, in which
collectors assembled large collections of exotic specimens to display.*® The academic value
of these books was reevaluated throughout the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries as they
became what Kristian Jensen calls a ‘marketable category’, which created a (somewhat

artificial) monetary value far exceeding their economic worth in earlier periods.®

In 1743, the Prologue to VVolume Il of the Harley catalogue (produced by Samuel Johnson
and William Oldys for a sale held by the bookseller Thomas Osborne) is evidence for

Jensen’s position, positing that:

The Price of Things valuable for their Rarity is intirely arbitrary, and

depends upon the variable Taste of Mankind, and the casual Fluctuation

of the Fashion, and can never be ascertained, like that of Things only

estimable according to their Use.®2
This interpolation of economics and status-driven consumption into the domain of academic
learning led to wide concern and indignation. For example, The Tatler’s satirical figure of
Tom Folio, based on the collector Thomas Rawlinson (1681-1725), has more books than
brains and becomes a figure of fun in his relentless pursuit of unusual books for his and his
clients’ collections.®® These changes in social and economic circumstances, with books being
at once commercial items and expensive luxuries, led to worries in the arena of morality.
Economic changes led to cheaper paper, and technological advances in printing made books
less expensive to produce, and it was possible for more people to build a huge collection of
books. At the same time, growing literacy and leisure time along with increasing book
production meant that books were more available to more people, rather than the preserve of
the elite as they had been previously. There was widespread unease in Britain over moral
decline resulting from a life of extravagance and material consumption, and reading material

became a critical ground in the consequent anxiety and tension over declining traditional

30 See, for example, Maria Zytaruk, ‘Cabinets of Curiosities and the Organization of
Knowledge’, University of Toronto Quarterly, 80.1 (2011), 1-23
<https://doi.org/10.1353/utq.2011.0003>.

31 Kristian Jensen, Revolution and the Antiquarian Book Trade : Reshaping the Past, 1780-
1815 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2011), p. 106.

32 Samuel Johnson and William Oldys, Catalogus bibliothecee Harleiana : in locos
communes distributus cum indice auctorum (London: Apud Thomas Osborne, [1743]), f. a2.
33 Joseph Addison, ‘Tom Folio’, The Tatler, 158 (1710), pp. 150-53.
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authority and the moral decay threatened by a life of luxury.®* James Raven remarks on the
‘recurrent theme’ of ‘tension...between commercialization and exclusivity’ in attitudes to
book ownership and collecting,® which is still seen today in the antiquarian book market and

its disharmonious priorities of history and commercialism.

While Belk’s simple definition of collecting as material consumption is a useful starting
point, collecting is not always the same as straightforward unfettered consumption. Swann
offers a more nuanced definition, describing collecting as an order of consumption
‘characterized by the selection, gathering together, and setting aside of a group of objects’.*®
Swann’s definition lends itself well to books, taking note as it does of the curation and
procurement of a particular type of object. The ‘setting aside’ is crucial, as by their nature
collected items must be kept and preserved, and it suggests a distinct register of possessions
based on their shared characteristics and separate from the realm of the everyday. Swann’s
definition also makes room for different purposes behind collecting. One scholarly view sees
this period of the early eighteenth century as witnessing a profound shift in the value of
books, arising from the dichotomy between books as, on the one hand, expensive tools for the
scholastic elite and, on the other, endangered artefacts to be rescued and preserved. But while
it was possible to perpetuate the weightiness associated with a collection intended purely for
extracting content through reading, it also became possible to follow different priorities in a
collecting habit. An interest in the rare and the curious was common, and books were valued
even if not bought for direct use. Personal taste and individual interests overcame tradition as

the stimulus behind much book-buying behaviour.®” As Raven notes, this period saw a

% Maxine Berg, ‘Luxury, the Luxury Trades, and the Roots of Industrial Growth: A Global
Perspective’, in The Oxford Handbook of the History of Consumption, ed. by Frank
Trentmann (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012), pp. 173-91.; Istvan Hont, ‘The Early
Enlightenment Debate on Commerce and Luxury’, in The Cambridge History of Eighteenth-
Century Political Thought, ed. by Mark Goldie and Robert Wokler (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2006), pp. 377-418.

% James Raven, ‘From Promotion to Proscription: Arrangements for Reading and Eighteenth-
Century Libraries’, in The Practice and Representation of Reading in England, ed. by James
Raven, Helen Small, and Naomi Tadmor (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996),
pp. 175-201 (p.179).

3 Marjorie Swann, Curiosities and Texts: The Culture of Collecting in Early Modern
England (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2001), p. 6.

37 Giles Mandelbrote, ‘Personal Owners of Books’, in The Cambridge History of Libraries in
Britain and Ireland, Volume 2: 1640-1850, ed. by Giles Mandelbrote and Keith A. Manley
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006), pp. 173-89.
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‘diversity of aspiration, form, and function in the assembly of private libraries’.*® It is clear
that the purpose of a library was reassessed and expanded in the seventeenth and eighteenth

centuries.

Previous work on private library owners has often attempted to categorize types of libraries
and owners according to where they fell in the above debates. To do so, however, is to ignore
the human behaviours that underlie the development of a library, and therefore does not take
full account of the intricate and nuanced nature of a private library. Some scholars have
attempted to draw up categories based on the supposed ‘seriousness’ of the motivation behind
a book collector. Studies on the history of libraries make much of the distinction between the
haphazard consumption or purchase of books, and the development of a particular collection
or library. Mark Purcell differentiates between ‘just any group of books’ and a library with
‘some sort of calculated intention behind it’, which he elsewhere describes as a distinction
between ‘accumulation’ and ‘collection’.®® Michael S. Batts contrasts these same two groups
with the (unhelpfully similar) terms ‘collector of books and ‘book collector’ — the former
simply amass, while the latter have established principles of collecting.*® For Purcell and
Batts, true collections are defined by the intentionality and purpose behind an individual’s
collecting activities. The problem with this individual-oriented assessment is that nearly three
centuries separate modern scholars from the book owners in question; in cases lacking diaries
or correspondence detailing their exact motives and interests, any attempt at rendering visible
their inner thoughts and intentions would be troublingly speculative. It is worth drawing a
parallel with the intentional fallacy argument of Wimsatt and Beardsley** — not that the
collector’s intention is irrelevant, merely that attempts to determine it are doomed to failure if

they imagine only a single intention existed.

A different theoretical approach is one based on how an owner uses and values his

accumulated books. David Pearson, for instance, distinguishes between a book owner, whose

% James Raven, ‘Debating Bibliomania and the Collection of Books in the Eighteenth
Century’, Library & Information History, 29.3 (2013), 196-209.

39 Mark Purcell, ‘The Country House Library Reassess’d: Or, Did the “Country House
Library” Ever Really Exist’, Library History, 18.3 (2002), 15774 (p. 160); The Country
House Library, (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2017), p. 112.

0 Michael S. Batts, ‘The 18th-Century Concept of the Rare Book’, The Book Collector, 24.3
(1975), 381-400 (p. 381).

41'W. K. Wimsatt and M. C. Beardsley, ‘The Intentional Fallacy’, The Sewanee Review, 54.3
(1946), 468-88.
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books are bought based on their contents and are preserved in order that they may continue to
be used for their original purpose, and a book collector, who symbolically removes books
from their realm of usefulness and instead values and desires them qua artefacts.*? Pearson’s
definition of a collector parallels Igor Kopyatoft’s proposition of singularized objects: those
that are normally treated as ordinary things but are ‘pulled out of their usual ... sphere’ to
become non-exchangeable and in a sense “priceless’.*® Belk also takes this view, arguing that
a collected object ‘ceases to be a fungible commodity and becomes a singular object’ that
cannot be exchanged for something of equivalent purpose or economic value.* This object-
oriented approach is more grounded in physical evidence than the individual-oriented
approach, but is also not entirely satisfying. Book buyers must resist categorization as mere
owners or true collectors in a way that collectors of most other things do not. There is a very
definite element of usefulness to a book in a way that there isn’t with a rare stamp or a
biological specimen. A book cannot really be pulled out of its sphere of usefulness — while an
ancient coin kept in an album and occasionally admired for its beauty and rarity has no use
value at all (it is no longer legal tender), even a book that is never read will never lose its
ability to be used for its original purpose and a new owner may indeed place it back in the

realm of the useable.

Categorizing collectors as being one type or the other is clearly problematic. There is a
danger of seeing the whole library through one lens, which doesn’t take into account the
differences between books in the same collection. Categorization makes the fundamental
assumption that a book can mean only one thing to its owner; ignoring the dynamic nature of
the relationship between a book and its owner is to impose a misleadingly static notion of a
library. Instead, it seems perfectly reasonable to assume a breadth and complexity of

motivations behind book collections. It is simplistic to imagine that only a single intention

“2 David Pearson, ‘Books for Use and Books for Show’ (presented at the Lyell Lectures in
Bibliography, Bodleian Library, Oxford, 2018). Pearson has somewhat softened this
distinction in the published version of this lecture (‘Books for Use and Books For Show’, in
Book Ownership in Stuart England: The Lyell Lectures, 2018 (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 2021), pp. 111-137), although the following chapter (‘Cultures of Collecting’, pp. 138-
164) continues to distinguish between a book owner and a book collector.

3 Igor Kopyatoff, ‘The Cultural Biography of Things: Commoditization as Process’, in The
Social Life of Things: Commaodities in Cultural Perspective, ed. by Arjan Appadurai
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996), pp. 64-92 (pp.74-5).

4 Russell W. Belk, ‘Collectors and Collecting’, in The Handbook of Material Culture, ed. by
Tilley et al. (London: Sage, 2006), pp. 534-541 (p.534).
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existed behind any library or collection, and it is unreasonable to assume that a modern
researcher can accurately understand the psychology of a collector 300-odd years ago. Even
the object-oriented approach of Pearson and Belk does not fully take into account the
necessarily multifarious and heterogeneous motivations behind a private library. In the end, it
is not always useful to modern researchers to impose such clear-cut delineations between

different types of book owners.

Ellys’s library, because of its heterogeneous and complex nature, represents the defying of
these supposed categories. Ellys bought books to read, as can be seen by his occasional notes,
books for others to read, as can be seen by their occasional notes, books of beauty, as can be
seen by the library catalogue’s comments on their bindings and appearance, and books of
bibliographical significance, as can be seen by Mitchell’s notes on the flyleaves.
Interestingly, he also collected other items such as Roman coins and medals; these items, as
noted above, don’t have the same inherent usefulness as a book, and once removed from their
intended purpose (when they become ‘singularized’, in Kopyatoftf’s view), their value is
solely economic, historical and social, rather than useful.*> Mitchell’s catalogue was clearly
compiled and amended to facilitate research, but it also shows evidence of an interest in a
fine binding or a book of exceptional rarity. Many of the books were read to extract content,
but there are a significant sub-set that were used in other ways, as tools of display and self-
presentation or as instruments of social networking. Ellys strongly resists categorization as
solely a scholar, an artefact collector, or a rich consumer buying commaodities, and thus is an

excellent candidate for my purposes here.

Method

This thesis posits a model for studying the development of a library that focuses on the
evidence of behaviour. This approach manages to avoid the intentional fallacy that is too
often present in scholarship on book collecting: the assumption that one can ever understand
the purpose and motivations of an historic figure. As D.F. McKenzie argues, in relation to the

intentional fallacy in textual criticism, ‘the claim then is no longer for their [texts’] truth as

4 These other collections never came to Blickling Hall and were presumably dispersed by
Ellys’s heirs or destroyed in the fire at Nocton Hall.
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one might seek to define that by an authorial intention, but for their testimony as defined by
their historical use’.*® To extend his argument: it is the left-behind evidence of behaviour that
is relevant to the study of a book’s history, more than any obscure intention of an author (or
indeed a collector). The model developed here encompasses multiple behaviours that can be
grouped around four discrete phases in the life cycle of a book — acquisition, integration, use,
and afterlife. These phases do not refer to artificial stages in the life cycle of a library as a
whole as this would be contrived and misleading. Indeed, an entire collection is generally not
acquired at a single moment but is accumulated gradually. Instead these processes occur
constantly and continuously, for each book separately and simultaneously. This model’s
emphasis on behaviour manages to incorporate the actions of the collector without making
specious assumptions about his thoughts and intentions, and also manages to avoid the static
view of a collection that is so often the result of an object-oriented approach. The aim,
therefore, is not to determine Ellys’s intentions as a collector and the purpose of his library,
or to make a determination of his supposed seriousness as a scholar. Instead, the Acquisition-
Integration-Use-Afterlife (AIUA) model will reveal the inherent complexities of this library,
which complicate previous assessments and categorizations of libraries and collectors, and it
will also indicate why a more holistic view is warranted. This multi-disciplinary approach
will demonstrate how object life cycles and human behaviours can be examined together to
make manifest the social history of a private library. It will allow individual books to be
viewed alone, but also as they fit into the collection as a whole; it also makes visible the

entire life of a collected book, rather than its function at a single moment in time.

These four stages form distinct categories for dividing up the chronology of a book’s life
cycle as it relates to its place in the library. Acquisition includes the activities of searching
and selecting, inheriting, and the receipt of gifts, and involves external players such as sales
agents, booksellers, auctioneers, and former owners. Integration involves creating and
incorporating a unified and meaningful collection out of diverse books of various origins,
through such activities as the application of bookplates and ownership marks, and the storage,
location, and organization of the books. Use, of course, refers to reading but also to lending (a
social use to the lender, and an intellectual use to the borrower). It may also include the use of
books as furnishings and objects of display. The evidence of use comes from annotations,

wear and tear, and records or correspondence. The final phase, afterlife, may happen during

6 D.F. McKenzie, Bibliography and the Sociology of Texts (London: British Library, 1986).
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the original owner’s lifetime through selling, giving gifts, or lending books without return, or
else after death when books are inherited or sold, and when the cycle begins again with a new
acquisition stage for a different collection. Although passing books on to new owners is a
subject of great interest to modern scholars, it is paramount to remember that more books
have been produced in the five hundred-odd years since the dawn of printing than survive
now, and the majority of books that have ever been owned did not survive to the present day.

As such, afterlife may also include eventual disposal or loss.*’

Fundamentally all four processes are social activities, involving relevant external factors and
agents, rather than being entirely private and individual. Leslie Howsam describes books as a
‘cultural transaction’ involving a ‘web’ of interconnected people,“® and despite the sense that
an eighteenth-century collector’s ‘passion was regarded as an individual one’*° books and
libraries (like all things) are elements of culture and society and are therefore subject to
cultural and social forces. Examining the environment surrounding a collector reveals his
social context and allows us to visualize the reach of the library and the individual behind it.
Studying the development of a private library reveals how both personal and impersonal
relationships played out during all four stages of the collection process, and demonstrates
how a library is situated in its immediate context, as well as in broader social and cultural

environments; these interpersonal relationships will be examined at each stage.

Logic provides evidence for the existence of these four phases, and for dividing them up
according to discrete sets of behaviours. We have an instinctive connection to the four phases
of acquisition, integration, use and afterlife. Regarding acquisition, people have an innate
desire to own things that they like and to complete the sets that they have, and this desire was
particularly prominent in the context of the early modern period.*° We imbue acquisition
decisions with personal significance. As observers, we have a strong tendency to infer a

person’s identity and personality from their acquisition activities, and to make assumptions

4" Leslie Howsam, ‘The Study of Book History’, in The Cambridge Companion to the
History of the Book (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2015), pp. 1-14 (p. 5).

“8 ibid., pp. 1 and 4.

49 James Raven, ‘Debating Bibliomania’, p. 196.

%0 Catherine Carey, ‘Modeling Collecting Behavior: The Role of Set Completion’, Journal of
Economic Psychology, 29.3 (2008), 336-47 <https://doi.org/10.1016/j.joep.2007.08.002>.
See also Linda Levy Peck, Consuming Splendor (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
2005) and Neil McKendrick, The Birth of a Consumer Society: The Commercialization of
Eighteenth-Century England (London: Hutchinson, 1983).
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based on people’s possessions (similarly, we use our own possessions to build an externally
visible persona).>! Meaning is metonymically placed upon an object because of its closeness
to an admirable person, and books formerly owned by famous collectors or well-known
historical figures are overwhelmingly desirable and fetch high prices. The acquisition process
and selection decisions may have been heavily influenced by friends and household
members, as a collector’s closest personal relationships. Auction agents, too, were an integral
part of the activity of acquisition, as were auctioneers and other booksellers. Even former
owners, whether known personally to the collector or not, were involved in the process of

acquisition by making books available for sale or by giving them as gifts.

In terms of integration, there is an inherent difference between referring to a group of books
and referring to a library. The mystique attached to a unified whole or a collection is not
present in relation to a group of separate objects, and is evidence that the process of
integration is a significant one. The integration process may have involved the work of a
personal librarian or assistant of some kind (like Mitchell) in producing a catalogue or in
organizing the books into categories for the collector’s use. In addition, a binder or
decorator’s work could serve to integrate the various books by creating a uniform look on the

shelves.

The differentiation between a library and a closed-off repository is evidence of the
significance of decisions made during the use phase. Whether or not books are read,
exhibited, or otherwise used does not depend on how they were acquired or integrated but is a
separate third dimension. Uses of a library ranged from the collector’s private reading in his
library room to the involvement of friends and other acquaintances in a more socially
complex type of use. Allowing external access to their private libraries was fairly common
for serious book collectors of the period.>> A well-known example is Sir Hans Sloane, who
wrote of his collections being open to the public and insisted that preservation for the public
good was the primary motivation behind his collection of manuscripts and other curiosities.
Although, in fact, his manuscripts appear to have been little used during his lifetime, Sloane

was committed to the Baconian ideal of scholarly collaboration and strongly supported the

51 See, for instance, Susan M. Pearce, On Collecting: An Investigation into Collecting in the
European Tradition, Collecting Cultures (London: Routledge, 1999); Belk, Collecting in a
Consumer Society.

52 Mark Purcell, ‘The Country House Library Reassess’d’ (pp.160-1).
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attempt to produce a union catalogue of manuscripts in English libraries to facilitate their use
by interested researchers.> Louis B. Wright cites the earlier example of Thomas Bodley as
another collector who was well aware of the value of his books to others around him, as
evidenced in his determination to keep his library accessible to all even after his death.>*
While it is tempting to ascribe this behaviour to purely altruistic motivations, we ought not to
assume that a collector’s motivation was simply to benefit the public. Libraries like these
existed in the territory between public and private and it is useful to think of those who were

granted access as guests, invited to make privileged use of the books.

In a way afterlife may be the most emotionally charged phase of the four-phase model, as the
books come to stand in for the elapsed life of the collector. There are several modes of
afterlife. The first involves the dissolution or donation of the collection and the re-entry of the
books (either as separate individuals or still a coherent collection) into the Acquisition phase,
as happens when a collection is broken up and sold or else donated wholescale to an
institutional library. This mode of afterlife may involve many of the same people as
Acquisition such as auctioneers and booksellers, heirs, and the recipients of gifts. There is
often a strong desire to see a collection kept together, and scholars generally refer with regret
to large collections that have been split up and subsequently dispersed over the world.>> And
yet it is this breaking up that allows individual books to remain useful: institutions and
owners spend vast amounts on conservation to ensure the books can continue to be used.%®
The second mode of afterlife involves the metamorphosis of the collection into an historical
artefact. In the case of the Ellys collection, for instance, the library’s afterlife has been spent
partially in the care of a charitable institution (the National Trust), the stated aim of which
involves preserving the nation’s heritage for the public and allowing visitors.>” While the

books are never ‘used’, in the sense of being consulted or even displayed (displays of the

%3 Arnold Hunt, ‘Sloane as a Collector of Manuscripts’, in From Books to Bezoars: Sir Hans
Sloane and His Collections, ed. by Alison Walker, Arthur MacGregor, and Michael Hunter
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books are very infrequent, and usually feature the same handful of items), they nevertheless
gain a new value as heritage objects; they are artefacts from the past, fossilized historical

witnesses.

Most research on modern collectors and collections in the field has taken an ethnographic
approach, which is obviously not available when studying historic collections. A large
archive of personal papers or diaries detailing decisions across all four stages of acquisition,
integration, use and afterlife would almost enable an ethnographic analysis, but that is an
uncommon luxury in this field. Unlike John Evelyn, whose diary records many of his
thoughts relating to his library, and the collector Edward Harley, whose librarian Humfrey
Wanley kept a detailed diary that is invaluable in the study of book collecting in the early
eighteenth century, most personal archives are not so forthcoming.%® Ellys’s library is an
extreme case, since the lack of archive and personal papers is virtually complete. Although
frustrating, this also provides an opportunity to study the collection as it is today, without the
distraction of extra interpretation. It is not uncommon for collections to survive without
accompanying archival penumbra, and this allows us to focus on the collection per se through
tangible evidence of actual behaviour rather than a necessarily biased view of the collector.
The AIUA model might therefore be described as an ethnography of objects. Like an
archaeologist studying the material culture of an extinct civilization, the AIUA model
attempts to use only the concrete and tangible evidence of behaviour, and strives to avoid
anachronistically assigning personal traits to a long-dead collector. The only thing we know
for sure about any collectors of the period is that they performed the behaviour of collecting,
and by studying the surviving evidence of that behaviour we can draw conclusions about the
social history of libraries, while keeping the library as the central character. The AIUA model
allows us to examine the social life of individual books, and of Ellys’s library as a whole, in a

coherent, logical way given the scant archival evidence and the lack of any personal papers.

The AIUA model, therefore, is intended as a useful tool with which to approach the study of
a private library collection. The focus is not on the individual’s invisible intentions but on the
visible behaviours that connect the collector to his books and to social circumstances. This

model is a way to comfortably and accurately produce a picture of the object life cycle for the

8 Humfrey Wanley, The Diary of Humfrey Wanley, 1715-1726, ed. by C.E. Wright and
Ransom C. Wright (London: Bibliographical Society, 1966).
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books in a private library collection. It takes into account that a single collected item (i.e. a
book) is not a static thing in relation to the collector and the collection, but instead goes
through four phases in its object life cycle, which can be distinguished by the associated
human behaviours. By taking the notion of the object life cycle from material culture studies,
and connecting this to evidence of human behaviour, this project will uncover and examine
the social history of this private library. In addition, I will demonstrate how the AIUA model
provides researchers with a logical way of examining collections in the absence of any extant
documentation about the collector’s motivations and activities. Ellys’s library will function as
a case study in order to establish the validity of the AIUA object life cycle / human behaviour
approach, and will therefore shed light on private libraries in general. Ellys is a good
candidate for this approach, because his library has received limited scholarly attention, and
because it has a complex and multifaceted nature that makes it well-suited to a thorough and

comprehensive study.

This thesis will open up a space for behaviour-based social history in established scholarship
on book owners and libraries in the eighteenth century. Incorporating approaches from the
history of the book, as well as from anthropology and material culture studies, will allow a
holistic view of the library and will make manifest its social, cultural, economic, material,
literary, political, bibliographical, scientific, and linguistic contexts. Through this
interdisciplinary lens, the social history of this library will be examined as it embodies the
issues of its age, such as the construction and portrayal of identity and the demonstration of
social status and taste. Each chapter will focus on one of the four stages and will examine
Ellys and Mitchell’s behaviour, in order to produce a nuanced and dynamic view of the
library by assuming and allowing for a complexity of purpose behind the collection. Chapter
two, Acquisition, will discuss how Ellys browsed available books and chose which to add to
his collection, noting the variety of motivations behind his collecting behaviour. It will also
explore the social context and interpersonal relationships involved in the acquisition of books
for the library. Chapter three, Integration, will provide a detailed overview of the system of
organization employed in the library, specifically in Mitchell’s catalogue, and will examine
how integration activities reflected Ellys’s own interests and priorities. Chapter Four, Use,
will look at the diverse ways the books were used, from sources of information to tools of
social interaction and the demonstration of social status. It will also describe the ways in
which the library continued to be used after Ellys’s death by the family at Blickling Hall, and

the continuation of many of the these same use activities. The final chapter, Afterlife, will
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outline the larges auction in New York that dispersed some of Ellys’s greatest treasures to the
United States, and will discuss the library’s more recent history under the care of the National
Trust. It will explore the issues inherent in this significant library collection being held in a
museum environment by a conservation charity, and will uncover the benefits and drawbacks
to this arrangement. The chapter will end by presenting a conclusion to the thesis, revealing
overarching themes to the history of this library and describing the advantages of the AIUA

model in the study of library history.

By proposing a method to study a private library in the absence of an archive, by questioning
how this library fits with established work on book owners of the period, and by

demonstrating how this library is representative of its period and embodies the social history
of its age, this thesis will begin to argue for a social history of private libraries and suggest a

method for its study.
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Chapter Two: Acquisition

The acquisition process is, perhaps, the phase that encompasses the broadest range of
behaviours. The near-total lack of documentation around Ellys’s acquisition activities means
that researchers cannot here rely on the types of evidence often adduced by scholars of library
history. There is no correspondence in his hand, and what little there is in Mitchell’s hand
makes no mention of purchases, topics of interest, or desiderata. If either Ellys or Mitchell
wrote such information in a diary, it no longer exists. Booksellers’ bills or lists of purchases,
if they were kept, have long since vanished into the ether of history. Some things, such as the
specific amounts Ellys paid for his books, just cannot be discerned. Many of the books have
prices written on endpapers or pastedowns, but it is impossible to tell if these are related to
Ellys’s purchase or to a previous transaction. Certainly, Ellys or Mitchell did not
systematically inscribe in books the price paid, as some other collectors of the period did. If it
was written down elsewhere, the information is now long gone. Nor did they note the date a
book was purchased, which was also not uncommon for eighteenth-century buyers. However,
details in the books themselves offer sporadic evidence of Ellys’s acquisition activities; for
example, the propensity of other buyers to write purchase dates in books can occasionally
provide clues as to Ellys’s date of purchase. For example, De Bello ludaico by Flavius
Josephus has the inscription ‘Naples Ap: 25 1726. 4 ducates — 15s 4d’ on the flyleaf®. This is
in an unidentified hand and must refer to a previous transaction, but at least makes it clear
that Ellys acquired the book after April 1726. Similarly, Remaines of a greater worke has the
inscription ‘Sept. 3. 1720 Collat. & perfect’, which likewise points to this book arriving in
Ellys’s library sometime after that date.? Some purchases can be dated based on a known sale
or auction that brought a book into his possession, such as Fragmenta historicorum collecta
ab Antonio Augustino, emendata a Fuluio Vrsino with the inscription ‘J Bridges’, which was
presumably bought from the sale of the library of John Bridges in 1726.2 Typically, however,
it is impossible to determine a date of purchase for Ellys’s books, which makes it nearly

impossible to draw any meaningful conclusions about how Ellys’s book-buying habits may

! Flavius Josephus, De Bello ludaico (Verona: per Magistrum Petru[m] Maufer Gallicum,
1480).

2 William Camden, Remaines of a Greater Worke (London: Printed by G[eorge] E[ld] for
Simon Waterson, 1605).

3 Antonio Agustin and Fulvio Orsini, Fragmenta Historicorum Collecta (Antwerp: Ex
officina Plantiniana, apud viduam, & loannem Moretum., 1595).
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have changed over the course of his life. Another area of selection behaviour that is
frustratingly murky arises when we consider that some books in the collection were not
specifically selected. Some, if not many, of Ellys’s books may have arrived as part of an
auction lot attached to something more desirable. It is not clear which these are, or indeed if

these unchosen books may have been resold or given away.

This would seem to leave us with a very sketchy picture of the acquisition landscape, and
suggests a very short chapter in which to discuss it. And yet this murkiness is also an
opportunity to think creatively about the process of acquiring books for a library, what
specific behaviours are involved in that process, and what those behaviours indicate about
Ellys, his library, and his social context. Broadly, acquisition behaviours are those that are
undertaken with the purpose of physically bringing a book into the library. This often begins
with browsing available items, whether by trawling bookshops, scanning book sale and
auction catalogues, and even by attending to word of mouth. Looking at browsing behaviour
casts light on a collector’s attitude towards information and potential purchases, and suggests
his view of his position in the book-buying field. Closely associated with browsing is
selecting, which involves choosing which topics or individual books to target and seeking
them out from a former owner, seller, or printer. While Susan M. Pearce seems to over-
emphasize the importance of selection (ignoring the long years of ownership after an initial
acquisition) when she insists that it ‘lies at the heart of collecting’,* it is certain that selection
decisions are an important behaviour in the acquisition process. Examining selection
behaviour can reveal a collector’s interests and priorities for a library. Both browsing and
selecting necessitate a degree of relevant know-how on the part of the collector: to stay on top
of relevant catalogues, to identify gaps in the library, and to find the specific items to fill

them.

Books can be procured actively or passively, and the most common means of active
acquisition is through purchasing. This involves financial behaviours such as budgeting and
the deployment of capital, which can give a strong indication of how much a given book was
valued and how strongly it was desired. As a transaction, purchasing involves interactions

with other parties such as book sellers, auctioneers, former owners, writers, and buying

4 Susan M. Pearce, On Collecting: An Investigation into Collecting in the European
Tradition, Collecting Cultures (London: Routledge, 1999); Russell W. Belk, Collecting in a
Consumer Society (London: Routledge, 1994), p. 23.
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agents. This gives us a glimpse of a collector’s network of professionals, and the relationships
he cultivated. Subscribing to works, while not the same as purchasing, is another way that
books could be acquired during this period. Like purchasing, this is a purposeful behaviour
that can indicate a collector’s intention for the contents of his library and the financial capital
invested in it. Purchasing and subscribing, then, are both active acquisition behaviours.
Passive acquisition behaviours, on the other hand, are those that do not involve an element of
intentionally exchanging financial capital for material capital. Passive acquisitions may
include books received as gifts or loans or through exchange: all behaviours involving social
capital and the formalizing of social bonds. This also includes acquisition through
inheritance, another codified social behaviour. Passive acquisition, whether or not it involves
purposeful behaviour to acquire a book, is inherently social and externally-focused. Close
scrutiny will demonstrate that acquisition is a process, involving multiple parallel and
interconnected behaviours. The evidence presented makes visible both similarities and
variations between books within the library during their acquisition phase. This will
complicate our existing notions of ‘types’ of collectors and will demonstrate the value of
examining acquisition activities together, as a discrete stage in the life cycle of a collected
book.

Studying the range of acquisition activities together (as a discrete type of behaviour) makes
visible the patterns and variations between books within Ellys’s library. I will argue that there
were a variety of purposes and outcomes behind his acquisition behaviour including the
accumulation and mastery of information, an interest in owning rare and unique artefacts, and
the desire to portray a persona of taste, intellect, and social and financial capital. All of these
behaviours involve the use of various forms of capital and the engagement with other people

in various roles, and the chapter will examine and discuss these throughout.

Browsing

Ellys made a concerted effort to stay on top of emerging books and information. His
browsing behaviour confirms that he did not desire a library composed only of antique items

of historical interest, but a collection that covered recent discoveries and contemporary
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debates. He subscribed to many periodicals, among them the newly-emerged type of
reviewing and abstracting journals produced to keep buyers abreast of new publications.® The
library contains, for instance, a near-complete run of the New Memoirs of Literature, which
was published quarterly from 1725-27 and translated Continental literary news and reviews
as well as printing advertisements for subscription to soon-to-be-published books.®

The library also holds many publishers’ catalogues, frequently found bound at the end of
books, announcing what titles were soon to be available for purchase from the same
publisher. The margins of these journals and catalogues are sometimes annotated with small
pencil dashes, presumably indicating an item of interest. When these annotations are found in
books published during Ellys’s lifetime that show no signs of a former owner, it suggests that
Ellys or Mitchell added them and that they refer to desiderata for the Ellys library. These
book lists suggest that Ellys, like other scholars of his day, had a broader social
preoccupation with the increasing amount of information available. In trawling and marking
these lists, Ellys looked to resources curated and compiled by professionals as an authority on
not just what was available but what was worth investing in, in an attempt to guide his

selection behaviour.

More evidence of Ellys’s browsing behaviour can be found in the several catalogues of sales
and auctions that took place during his lifetime and that are now found in the Blickling
library. Several that are listed in Mitchell’s handwritten catalogue are now no longer on the
shelves, but even so the number is not great. This is not unexpected, as it is reasonable to
suppose that Ellys did not regularly have them bound and saved after the sale took place.
Instead it seems he treated them as ephemera to be discarded when no longer useful or
needed. Despite being few in number, what catalogues do remain in the library demonstrate
an aspect of Ellys’s browsing behaviour. He strove to stay abreast of and engaged with the
field of book buying, ensuring he knew what was available and making the most of
opportunities for acquiring items of interest. While the evidence is scant of Ellys browsing

opportunistically, there is ample evidence that he used catalogues and other book lists to

® David McKitterick, ‘Bibliography, Bibliophily, and the Organization of Knowledge’, in The
Foundations of Scholarship: Libraries & Collecting, 1650-1750: Papers Presented at a
Clark Library Seminar 9 March 1985 (Los Angeles: William Andrews Clark Memorial
Library, 1992), pp. 31-61 (p. 42).

® De la Roche, Michel, ed., New Memoirs of Literature: Containing an Account of New Books
Printed Both at Home and Abroad, with Dissertations upon Several Subjects, Miscellaneous
Observations. &c. (London: Printed for W. and J. Innys, 1725-27).
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browse generally. He owned a large number of catalogues and book lists dating from before
he was born or when he was very young. Some of these, such as the 1701 Catalogue of the
sale of Joanne de Witt, are annotated carefully with prices in the margins.” While Ellys may
have participated in this sale when he was nineteen, it is equally possible that he acquired the
catalogue sometime after the sale was completed. The presence of prices is revealing: they
may suggest an interest in the commercial side of book buying and a curiosity about values,
or that Ellys intentionally sought a catalogue of this particular sale and the only one available
had been previously marked up by a prior owner. The former possibility would indicate a
high level of commercial awareness, while the latter indicates a strong desire for any copy of
the catalogue, even this sullied one. Evidence points, then, to the purposeful acquisition of

outdated sale catalogues.

The library also contains a large number of catalogues and lists of books that were not
associated with a sale or auction. Along with many others, Ellys owned the 1678 Catalogus
bibliothecae Thuanae,? the catalogue of the famous French collector Jacques August de Thou
(1553-1617); the Catalogus librorum bibliotheca Raphaelis Tricheti Du Fresne of 1662,°
which listed the contents of the library of Raphael Trichet du Fresne (1611-1661); and the
Bibliotheca Cordesiana catalogus, compiled by Gabriel Naude (1600-1653) in 1643.1° This
demonstrates that Ellys was well aware of the important role of libraries and collections in
acquiring and managing information, and he sought to learn about their activities. Ellys
evidently admired the authority of other collectors, and owning catalogues of their collections
may have allowed him to align himself with a dynasty of collectors of previous generations.
He may have used these catalogues to model his library after the collections of illustrious

men of the past.

His collection also comprised lists of books compiled by specialists (as opposed to catalogues

of a physical collection): he owned, for instance, Andrew Maunsell’s The First part of the

7 Joannes Georgius Graevius, Catalogus Bibliothecae Luculentissimae ... a Joanne de Witt,
(Dordrecht: Apud Theodorum Goris, & Joannem van Braam, bibliopolas, 1701).

8 Pierre Dupuy, Jacques Dupuy, and Ismael Boulliau, Catalogus Bibliothecae Thuanae (Paris:
Impensis directionis. Prostat in eadem bibliotheca. Et apud Dom. Levesque directionis
notarium, via S. Severini., 1679)

% Catalogus Librorum Bibliothecae Raphaelis Tricheti Du Fresne (Paris: Apud viduam &
haeredes, Rué du Mail, 1662).

10 Gabriel Naudé, Bibliothecee Cordesiana Catalogus. Cum Indice Titulorum (Paris:
Excudebat Antonius Vitray ... . Prostant exemplaria apud Laurentium Saunier ..., 1643).
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catalogue of English printed books printed in London in 1595,'! and John Hartley’s 1699
Catalogus universalis librorum, an early attempt at a universal catalogue.*® We can again see
evidence here of Ellys’s respect for professional and academic authority in compilers of book
lists. He clearly had a genuine interest in the field of books and a desire to learn about them,
not just to buy them. Outdated catalogues, catalogues not related to sales, and book lists not
related to an actual collection seem to have a common purpose: as reference works to browse
as time allowed. As with his perusal of literary journals and publishers’ catalogues, browsing
these reference books allowed Ellys an overview of a collection already curated by an expert,
whether a famous collector or a specialist scholar. For Ellys, then, the activity of browsing
was more than just the precursor to purchase; the use of catalogues as reference works is not
only an activity of directly choosing items to buy. In addition, the perusal of these lists
represents an attempt to develop a near-comprehensive list of the entirety of books published:
in other words to make visible the full extent of knowledge and information available beyond
the walls of his library, in order to browse it over time. This is understandable during this
period of apparent information overload, as it represents a recognition of the importance of

reliable meta-information and the desire to access it.

The problem with the evidence presented in these catalogues is that it is not clear if Ellys
actually read them himself. Instead, this could have been the working collection of Mitchell
or some other figure involved in acquiring material for the library. Nevertheless, it indicates
Ellys’s positioning of himself as a book collector of repute and consequence. He presumably
issued instructions to Mitchell or another librarian that required the consultation of these
catalogues and lists. If the collection of catalogues was mostly employed by Mitchell, then it
is once again evidence of Ellys’s recognition of expert authority in the realm of books. Ellys
relied on the knowledge of Mitchell as an expert in the field of buying books and developing
a library, and he supplied the necessary tools for Mitchell to undertake this work.

Regardless of who undertook the majority of browsing behaviour or made the most use of
catalogues and reference works, it is clear that serious and dedicated browsing took place on

a continual basis. Ellys had an appreciation for specialized knowledge and authority, whether

11 Andrew Maunsell, The First Part of the Catalogue of English Printed Bookes (London:
Printed by lohn VVVindet [and James Roberts] for Andrew Maunsell, dwelling in Lothburie,
1595).

12 John Hartley, Catalogus Universalis Librorum (London: Apud Joannem Hartley
bibliopolam, exadversum Hospitio Grayensi, in vico vulgo Holborn dicto., 1699).
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belonging to Mitchell, a compiler of a specialized list, or a long-dead collector, and made use
of this expertise in acquiring his books. His browsing behaviour demonstrates an intention to
stay on top of newly-emerging information, as well as to conceptualize and visualize an

overview of all available knowledge of past and present.

Selecting

Browsing through books for possible acquisition must periodically pique the interest of the
collector in a specific item, and the library’s auction catalogues also provide evidence of this
activity of selecting. Some of this selection behaviour was very straightforward. For example,
a copy of the catalogue of the 1741 Uilenbroek sale, of which two copies still remain in the
library, is marked up with small crosses in the margins next to items Ellys wanted to
acquire.'® Most of these marked books are now to be found in the library; it seems Ellys
browsed the list of available items and chose which ones he wanted.

There is evidence of similar, but crucially different, behaviour in the 1720 Bibliotheca
Hohendorfiana, ou Catalogue de la Bibliotheque de Monsieur Georges Guillaume Baron de
Hohendorf.** Ellys had two copies of this, one of which is annotated with small pencil marks
next to certain items in the section of Cabinet du Roi books in folio. These are books of
engravings of the treasures of the court of Louis XIV, compiled in the seventeenth century
under Jean-Baptiste Colbert, the librarian of the royal collection. The plates were later re-
issued in a second edition as volumes on paper of uniform size in 1727, and Ellys’s collection
contains works from both the original and second editions. The marked books correspond to
books now in the library and listed in Mitchell’s catalogue. It seems that this, like the
Uilenbroek catalogue, is a case of Ellys identifying items of interest when browsing available

books, and successfully acquiring them from the sale.

Complicating this, however, is the fact that the Hohendorf sale never took place. Instead, the

collection was bought in its entirety by the Emperor Charles VI for 60,000 guilders and is

13 Jacobus Wetstein, Bibliotheca Uilenbroukiana (Amsterdam: apud Wetstenium & Smith,
1729).
14 Bibliotheca Hohendorfiana (The Hague: Chez Abraham de Hondt, 1720).
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now held at the Osterreichische Nationalbibliothek in Vienna.'® The presence of the marked
books in the library cannot be explained simply by opportunistic buying. Rather, the books
must have been chosen and specifically sought elsewhere. This is a rigorous and strategic
behaviour — it is not passively choosing things from a list of available items, but identifying
books to actively seek out and target in the wider book market. Book selection is an area that
has received a lot of attention when studying libraries, which is logical as examining a
library’s contents to see what books were chosen is simple, obvious, and necessary. A lot of
research in the field of library history assumes that collectors can be divided into categories
based on whether their selection choices are motivated mainly by a scholarly desire for
information or a material desire for rare and beautiful books as luxury collectibles. This
seems a much overblown distinction, and Ellys’s selection behaviour indicates an intention to

seek substantive content alongside a desire to own artefacts.

The Hohendorf catalogue is one of the only direct pieces of evidence of Ellys’s selecting
behaviour, but simply examining the contents of his library reveals much about which books
were chosen. While certainly we cannot guarantee that each book in the library was
thoughtfully and intentionally selected, it is reasonable to use an overview of the library’s
contents as a general picture of selection behaviour. For Ellys, the selection process was for
the most part a content-seeking behaviour. By examining the whole library broadly, we can
see that most of the books in Ellys’s library seem to have been selected for their contents,
prioritizing the acquisition of knowledge and information over aesthetics or rarity. Much of
his selection behaviour revolved around his interest in particular topics, identifiable from his
reputation and correspondence, the contents of his library, and his own scholarly work. In
addition to several predictable subjects such as law, history, and classics, topics of major
selecting and collecting activity are: Bibles and religious commentaries (particularly relating
to Protestantism), government and war, numismatics and antiquities, and the history of books
and early printing. As a Dissenter and a Biblical scholar, it is no surprise to find a huge
number of books relating to Christianity in general and Protestantism in particular.
Undoubtedly it was this interest that led to his acquisition of the Histoire ecclésiastique des

Eglises reformées au royaume de France of 1580 and others like it on the subject of

15 “Item Record: Bibliotheca Hohendorfiana...’, Library Hub Discover
<https://discover.libraryhub.jisc.ac.uk/search?q=keyword%3A%20Bibliotheca%20Hohendor
fiana&rn=2> [accessed 26 April 2022].
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Protestantism, with a particular focus on its spread on the Continent.® One book of particular
interest is Digestorum seu Pandectarum iuris ciuilis volumen primum, vndecim libros priores
complectens, printed by Robert Estienne in 1527-8.1 Ellys’s copy is annotated and inscribed
by Jean Fileau of Poitiers, a vehement anti-Protestant.'® As a staunch Protestant himself,
Fileau’s comments would not have been to Ellys’s taste. This seemingly non-Protestant work
forms an interesting foil to Ellys’s personal religious convictions, and its presence seems to
illustrate his attempt to collect works on all sides of the religious debate to create a
comprehensive library. This desire for comprehensiveness is also seen in his possession of a
well-thumbed copy of A complete catalogue of all the discourses written, both for and
against popery, in the time of King James 11.*° This list, as well as the presence of several of
the identified ‘discourses’ in his library, confirm Ellys’s interest in the topic and his curiosity

about all sides of the surrounding arguments and debates.

Alongside religion, well represented in the collection are books on government, history of
government, and war. The library contains numerous works on French heraldry and the arms
of aristocratic families of Britain and France. The English civil war was a topic of endless
fascination to Ellys, and the library contains many books and tracts on the subject. Ellys
sought in particular any material relating to his great-grandfather John Hampden, in whose
exploits he took obvious interest and pride. As a collector of coins and medals in addition to
books, it is hardly surprising to find a significant number of works on numismatics and
antiquities in the collection. The 1727 Tables of Ancient Coins, Weights and Measures,

explain’d and exemplify’d in several dissertations, a reference book about ancient coins, has

16 Théodore de Béze, Histoire ecclesiastiqve des églises reformées av royavme de France
(Anvers [i.e. Geneva]: De I'Imprimerie de Ilean Remy, 1580).

17 Justinian 1, Digestorum Seu Pandectarum luris Ciuilis Volumen Primum, Vndecim Libros
Priores Complectens (Paris: Ex officina Roberti Stephani e regione Scholae Decretorum,
1527).

18 ‘Item Record: Digestorum Seu Pandectarum Iuris Ciuilis Volumen Primum, Vndecim
Libros Priores Complectens’, Library Hub Discover
<https://discover.libraryhub.jisc.ac.uk/search?q=keyword%3A%20Digestorum%20seu%20P
andectarum%20iuris%20ciuilis%20volumen%20primum&rn=2&for=ntr> [accessed 26 April
2022].

19 Francis Peck, A Complete Catalogue of All the Discourses Written, Both for and against
Popery, in the Time of King James Il (London: Printed and sold at St. John’s Gate; by A.
Dodd, without Temple Bar; J. Stag and J. Fox, in Westminster-Hall, E. Nutt and Mrs. Cook,
at the Royal Exchange., 1735).
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the note ‘Aureus 25 Denarii p 180 in Mitchell’s hand on the rear flyleaf.?’ It seems likely
that this note is a reference to a specific item in Ellys’s own collection. Sadly Ellys’s non-
book collections are no longer extant and no archival material survives outlining what they
may have comprised. And yet the evidence of the library suggests that collecting coins and
medals was not a casual hobby to Ellys, but something to which he devoted extensive
intellectual energy and academic research. Indeed, a letter from Maurice Johnson (1688-
1755, founder of the Spalding Gentlemen’s Society) to Ellys requests that he confirm a fact in
one of his numismatic books. Other correspondence between Johnson and Beaupré Bell
(another Society member) indicates that it was to Ellys that Johnson sent a Roman coin for
identification.?! Owning these reference works indicates that Ellys was more than casually
interested in his numismatic collections, and that his library facilitated serious scholarly

research into these artefacts.

The history of printing was a topic of emerging interest in the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries, and one which received a great deal of scholarly attention.?? Ellys was fascinated
by this topic himself, and accumulated a great many books on the topic, such as Jean de la
Caille’s The History of the Art of Printing, containing an account of it’s [sic] invention and
progress in Europe, translated by James Watson from the 1689 French edition (of which
Ellys also had a copy) and published in Edinburgh in 1713.2° Watson included a lengthy
appendix providing examples of typefaces available at his Edinburgh print shop. The library
also contains Bernard von Mallinckrodt’s De ortu et progressu artis typographicae published
in Cologne in 1640, which was released at the two hundredth anniversary of the invention of
moveable type and which insisted that it was a German invention, not Dutch.?* (Mallinckrodt
also coined the term ‘incunabula’.) While Ellys never published on this subject himself, it is

clear that he devoted extensive time and shelf space to learning about the topic. Nearly two

20 John Arbuthnot, Tables of Ancient Coins, Weights and Measures Explain’d and
Exemplify’d in Several Dissertations. (London: Printed for J. Tonson in the Strand, 1727).
21 The Correspondence of the Spalding Gentleman’s Society, 1710-1761, ed. by D.
Honeybone and M. Honeybone, The Publications of the Lincoln Record Society, 99
(Woodbridge: Boydell Press, 2010), pp. 70, 81, 85, 92-3.

22 McKitterick, pp. 46-8.

23 Jean de La Caille, The History of the Art of Printing, trans. by James Watson (Edinburgh:
Printed by J. Watson, sold at his shop and atthe shops of David Scot, and George Stewart,
1713); Jean de La Caille, Histoire de I'imprimerie et de la librairie (Paris: Chez Jean de La
Caille, rué Saint Jacques, a la Prudence, 1689).

24 Bernard von Mallinckrodt, De ortu ac progressu artis typographicae (Cologne: apud
loannem Kinchium sub monocerote veteri, 1640).
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full book cases at Blickling are devoted to the study of early printing, representing a

significant proportion of the library.

Beyond topics of particular interest, another priority in Ellys’s selection behaviour was to
gather complete sets. This is seen in several multi-volume works in the library, such as Louis
Sébastien Le Nain de Tillemont’s Histoire des Empereurs of 1690-1738, in which the sixth
and final volume lacks the loopy signature of a former owner that is present in the other five
volumes; it seems the last book was acquired separately to complete the set and had to be
sourced from a different seller.?® Likewise Letters written by a Turkish spy, published by H.
Rhodes in London, a work in eight volumes where the first is from the fifth edition and the
second through eighth volumes are of the sixth edition; this also suggests a piecemeal
acquisition process.?® This desire to complete sets is also demonstrated in one of the few
pieces of archival evidence relating to the library, in the form of a list in Mitchell’s hand of
‘Pieces wanting in Sir R. Ellys’s Cabinet du Roi’. Clearly Ellys and/or Mitchell were aware
of and bothered by the fact that the library’s Cabinet du Roi book series was incomplete, and
Mitchell drew up this list of the missing volumes with the presumed intent of seeking them
out for purchase.?” (Despite his efforts, Ellys’s set was never completed.) Similar is the
Blickling copy of The true, genuine, Tory-address, to which is added, An explanation of some
hard terms now in use: for the information of all such as read, or subscribe, addresses,
published in 1710, contains Mitchell’s note ‘After this followed The Voice of the Addressers:
but of that | cannot now procure a Copy’.2% Again, Mitchell made an effort to complete the
set and purposely noted down that he was unable to do so. This attempt to form complete sets

is, on the one hand, natural and even mundane. Of course Ellys wanted to own all parts of a

25 Louis Sébastien Le Nain de Tillemont, Histoire des empereurs: et des autres princes qui
ont regné durant les six premier siécles de 1’Eglise (Paris: Chez Charles Robustel, 1690-
1738).

26 Mahmut, the Turkish Spy, The First Volume of Letters Writ by a Turkish Spy Who Lived
Five and Forty Years, Undiscover’d, at Paris, the fifth edition (London: printed by J. Leake,
for Henry Rhodes, 1693) ; Mahmut, the Turkish Spy, The Second [Third-Eighth] Volume of
Letters Writ by a Turkish Spy Who Lived Five and Forty Years, Undiscover’d, at Paris, the
sixth edition (London: printed H. Rhodes, D. Brown, R. Sare, J. Nicolson, B. Took, and G.
Strahan, 1707).

2T ‘Inventory of Books, undated’, Oxford, Bodleian Library, MS. D.D. Dashwood (Bucks.)
B.12/3/5.

28 Benjamin Hoadly, The True, Genuine, Tory-Address To Which Is Added, an Explanation of
Some Hard Terms Now in Use: For the Information of All Such as Read, or Subscribe,
Addresses. ([London]: Sold by A. Baldwin, in Warwick-Lane, 1710).
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work. And yet it also suggests an academic intention to pursue complete information. This is
certainly related to Ellys’s demonstrated intention, referred to briefly above, to create a
comprehensive list of books as a type of meta-information. It is also seen in his development
of a comprehensive collection of works about Protestantism. This interest in and effort
towards comprehensiveness echoes a style of collecting prevalent in earlier centuries and
influenced greatly by Gabriel Naudé and his exhortations of comprehensiveness.?® While
Ellys’s library does not demonstrate an extreme (or even necessarily conscious) intent to
produce a collection representative of all knowledge as set out by Naudé, there is

nevertheless strong evidence of Ellys’s desire to represent fully all topics that interested him.

It is evident that much of Ellys’s selection behaviour was motivated by a desire to acquire
accurate and complete information; any putative collection policy was based primarily
around topics of interest rather than aesthetics or rarity. And yet this is complicated by the
presence in the library of quite a few books in duplicate. Why buy more than one copy of a
book? The reason for these must go beyond the contents of the book. If the only motivation
behind selection decisions were to access information, then we should expect to see very few
or no duplicate copies. One likely, although generally not verifiable, explanation is that the
second copy of these may have arrived as part of an auction lot along with a more desirable
item. Other possible explanations abound: duplicates resulting from gifts, duplicates bought
with the intention to give one away, favourite works bought in multiple copies to be kept in
different places, etc., but none of these can be reliably determined. However, one motivation
behind acquiring a duplicate copy can be clearly discerned: the intention to acquire a ‘special’
or ‘better’ copy: for instance, the two copies of the 1670 Tabulae sacrae geographicae sive
Notitia antiqua, medii temporis, & nova nominum vtriusque Testamenti ad geographiam
pertinentium by Augustus Lubin.®® One is bound at the end of the final volume of a Paris
edition of the Vulgate Bible of 1651-52.3 The second copy, however, sports the armorial

binding of Karl Heinrich, Graf von Hoym (1694-1736) in red morocco, presumably made by

29 Gabriel Naudé, Advis pour dresser une bibliothéque (Paris: chez Francois Targa, 1627).

30 Augustin Lubin, Tabulae Sacrae Geographicae Sive Notitia Antiqua, Medii Temporis, &
Nova Nominum Vtriusque Testamenti Ad Geographiam Pertinentium (Paris: Typis Petri le
Petit, regis & vtriusque academiae typographi, via lacobed, sub Cruce Aurea, 1670).

31 Biblia Sacra, Vulgatae Editionis (Paris: Excudebat Antonius Vitré, regis, & cleri Gallicani,
typographus, 1651).
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his binders Boyet and Du Seuil.®? Hoym was the ambassador to Paris of Saxony, and
developed a magnificent (and sizeable) library over the course of his life which was sold in
1738 following his suicide.®® The Hoym copy, in addition to smaller size making it easier to
consult, came from an illustrious former owner and features an appealing and attractive

binding.

This Hoym book seems to be an instance of a pattern discernible throughout the library,
where Ellys selected and sought a book as an artefact rather than out of a pure desire for
information. This type of artefact-seeking behaviour is appreciably different from the
information-seeking behaviour that generally dominated Ellys’s selection decisions. Many of
these artefact items were sold in the 1932 Lothian sale before Blickling was given over to the
National Trust, but a substantial number can still be identified on the shelves of the library
today. Ellys followed several threads in his artefact selection: the pursuit of a specimen or
archetype book, the draw of a historically significant edition, the interest in rarity, the desire
for the prestige associated with a well-known figure, or the lure of a fine binding. In referring
to these books as ‘artefacts’, I do not intend to suggest that they were not read or that they
were valued only as objects of aesthetic beauty or prestige. Yet it is important to acknowledge
that Ellys was not immune to the appeal of ‘collectible’ books, and that his selection
behaviour extended beyond a simple desire for information and content to include some

purchases that aimed at acquiring specific material objects.

Technically, of course, all books are artefacts in the sense that they are produced by human
beings and do not occur naturally. But I use the word here to signal an object that is observed.
A book becomes an artefact when its significance is drawn not from its contents but from its
physicality, whether interpreted visually or tactilely. It is valued in its materiality, and its
economic worth derives from its social value rather than its use value. | have hitherto referred

to this second tier as ‘artefacts’, and yet for some of them the word ‘specimen’ may be more

32 ‘Item Record: Tabulae Sacrae Geographica...”, Library Hub Discover
<https://discover.libraryhub.jisc.ac.uk/search?q=keyword%3A%20Tabulae%20sacrae%20ge
ographicae%20sive%20Notitia%20antiqua%2C%20medii%20temporis%2C%20%26%20no
va%20nominum%20vtriusque%20Testamenti%20ad%20geographiam%?20pertinentium%20
%20library%3A%20%22ntr%3Antr%3ABlickling%20Hall%22&rn=1&for=ntr> [accessed
26 April 2022].

33 Jérome Frédéric Pichon, The Life of Charles Henry Count Hoym, Ambassador from
Saxony-Poland to France and Eminent French Bibliophile, 1694-1736 (New York: The
Grolier Club, 1899).
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appropriate. A specimen is defined as ‘a single thing selected or regarded as typical of its
class; a part or piece of something taken as representative of the whole’.** The metonymic
aspect of a specimen is key, and differentiates it from an artefact. A specimen book, in this
interpretation, is regarded academically, and is seen as an archetype of a given phenomenon.
It is clear when examining the contents of the library and Mitchell’s catalogue that one of his
most clearly identifiable priorities was the attempt to collect specimens of early printing from
several major printing houses of Europe such as the Aldine and Estienne presses. The library
contains numerous Aldines, including the 1514 edition of Scriptores rei rusticae, which
retains its contemporary binding of gold-tooled brown goatskin.* While Ellys was not
particularly interested in the history of printing in England, much preferring that of the
Continent, he owned a small number of works published by Richard Pynson, Wynkyn de
Worde, and William Caxton.

Ellys also had an particular interest in the Estienne printing house, and collected Estienne
books in their hundreds. The Estiennes were a family of Huguenots who worked in France
and Switzerland across several generations from the sixteenth century, and Mitchell’s
catalogue has an entire section dedicated to Estienne works. One book particularly associated
with Henri Estienne is his 1554 edition of Anacreon’s poems. The library holds two copies
of this work, and one bears the note of Michael Maittaire (1668-1747, Huguenot
bibliographer, scholar, and personal associate of Ellys) "Hoc est primum H. Stephaniae
typographiae specimen. M. Maittaire” (‘this is the first item printed by Henri Estienne’).%’
Evidently, Ellys was well aware that this was a specimen of historical significance.

Perhaps the most remarkable item in the collection associated with the Estiennes is the large
Dictionarium seu Latinae linguae Thesaurus published in France in 1543 by Robert Estienne,

father of Henri.® This work was also owned personally by Henri Estienne and bears his

34 <Specimen, n.’, OED Online (Oxford University Press)
<https://www.oed.com/view/Entry/186018> [accessed 26 April 2022].

% Georgius Merula and Giovanni Giocondo, Libri de Re Rustica M. Catonis (Venice: In
aedibus Aldi, et Andreae soceri, 1514).

3 Anacreon, Tiou mele [Anacreontis Teij Odae], trans. by Henri Estienne (Lutetiae: Apud
Henricum Stephanum, 1554).

37 Margaret Clunies Ross and Amanda J. Collins, ‘Maittaire, Michael (1668—1747), Classical
Scholar and Typographer’, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography Online Ed.
<https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:0dnb/17841>.

3 Robert Estienne, Dictionarium, Seu Latinae Linguae Thesaurus (Parisiis: Ex officina
Roberti Stephani typographi Regii, 1543).

44



inscription ‘ex bibliotheca Henricij Stephanj’. This is a particularly fascinating artefact,
however, as all four volumes bear Henri’s extensive hand-written notes as well as small
printed slips pasted in, expanding and correcting the entries (which will be discussed further
in the following chapter). Interestingly, this book was found by Mitchell before he even
arrived in Ellys’s employ. A letter he wrote from London to Mackie in Edinburgh on 4 July
1730 indicates that he had his eye on the Dictionarium; he was at the time in ‘very uncertain’
circumstances, having ‘had two offers’ but being ‘obliged to refuse both’.3® Evidently
Mitchell recognized the importance and significance of this work despite not being
commissioned to purchase it for a particular buyer. Ellys clearly had confidence in Mitchell’s
knowledge and expertise as a selector of books, and took on both the man and the
Dictionarium into his library. Absolutely unique, this was undoubtedly a highly desirable

object for Ellys and a treasure among his collection of Estienne works.

4

Figure 1 Dictionarium seu Latinae linguae Thesaurus published in France,
published Paris, 1543, by Robert Estienne

Along with books from well-known early printers, the contents of the library demonstrate
Ellys’s interest in what may be seen as specimens of historical significance. While incunabula
are perhaps the most obvious example of this type, as they are seen as being an inherently
significant category of books by modern scholars, Ellys did not seem keen on incunabula per

se. Indeed, given its reputation as a collection of old and rare books, the library has a

39 “Letter to Charles Mackie, 4 July, 1730°, Edinburgh University Library Special
Collections, La.11.90.1.26.
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comparatively small number of incunabula relative to its size (I would estimate less than 2%
of the total, although it is hard to be certain given that the library is not yet fully catalogued).
Ellys’s interest seemed instead to be in early editions of works. Several books have notes
indicating that they are first editions, such as the Orationes of Isocrates published 1493 in

Milan which bears Mitchell’s inscription ‘Isocrates 1ma edit.”.*°

Ellys’s copy of thel462 Mainz Bible is also identified as a first edition, with Mitchell noting
this in his catalogue entry.*! In fact this was an erroneous assessment, but Ellys died before
the 1763 discovery of the earlier Gutenberg Bible in the Mazarin library by Guillaume-
Francois Debure.*? Nevertheless, it is evident that Ellys was pleased and proud to own what
he thought to be such a historically and religiously significant work. This selection decision
was obviously not driven by a desire to read the Bible — Ellys had multiple other Bibles,
many easier to read. Rather, this is evidence of a desire to acquire a specific edition because
of its historical importance. The misidentification of this as the first printed edition of the
Bible could explain why Ellys declined to purchase a Gutenberg Bible when one became
available at the 1724 sale of the library of Louis Henri de Loménie, comte de Brienne (1635-
1698).%® He felt he already owned the more interesting and valuable artefact. Sadly, the

Mainz Bible was sold in 1932 for $19,000 and is no longer part of Blickling’s collection.

Another early and significant Bible in Ellys’s collection is the Coverdale Bible. Ellys owned
four copies, two of the 1535 first edition and two of the 1550 second edition.** One copy of
the 1535 edition was sold in the 1932 Lothian sale, and the other was cannibalized

extensively to make up a perfect copy for sale, but the two 1550 copies remain untroubled in

0 Isocrates, Isokratous Pros Démonikou Logos Parainetikos (Milan: Uldericus Scinzenzeler
and Sebastianus de Ponte Tremulo, 1493).

41 [Biblia latina] (Mainz: Johann Fust and Peter Schoeffer, 1462).

42 Tablot W. Chambers, ed., The Concise Dictionary of Religious Knowledge and Gazetteer,
second ed. (New York: The Christian Literature Co., 1891), p. 553.

3 Ilustrissimi & Excellentissimi Ludovici Henrici, Comitis Castri-Briennij ... Bibliothecae,
Ad Ejusdem Filium Constantiae in Normannia Episcopum Pertinentis, Catalogus (London:
Woodman and Lyon, 1724), p. 1 (lot 1).

4 Miles Coverdale, tran., Biblia: The Bible, That Is, the Holy Scripture of the Olde and New
Testament, Faithfully and Truly Translated out of Douche and Latyn in to Englishe
([Cologne? Printed by E. Cervicornus and J. Soter?], 1535); Miles Coverdale, tran., The
Whole Byble That Is the Holy Scripture of the Olde and Newe Testament, ([Zurich]: printed
[by Christoph Froschauer, and S. Mierdman?] for Andrewe Hester, dwellynge in Paules
churchyard at the sygne of the whyte horse, and are there to be solde, 1550).
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the library. One of these, at running number 6852, has a small slip with Mitchell’s notes
comparing ‘ours’ to ‘Bible Osborne’ and his remark that ‘many other dirty leaves in this
copy, may be supplied out of the other’. It seems that Mitchell was comparing Ellys’s 1550
copy to one offered for sale by Thomas Osborne, a well-known bookseller in London, and
that he concluded it was a worthwhile purchase as leaves from Osborne’s unsullied copy
could supplement the dirty pages of Ellys’s first copy. Clearly this second copy was not
selected and purchased because Ellys didn’t know what the first copy said, but rather because
Ellys wished for an unsullied specimen of this Bible that was central to the religious history
of England and of Protestantism. Ellys’s interest in the origins of Protestantism doubtless also
motivated him to acquire John Wycliffe’s Dialogorum libri quattuor of 1525, an
amalgamation of some of Wycliffe’s controversial theological writings printed in the same

year that William Tyndale’s English translation of the New Testament was published.*

Ellys also owned a copy of the New Testament edited by Desiderius Erasmus and printed in
Basel in 1519 by Johann Froben.*® This Bible continued humanist attempts to return to the
sources of early texts which was initiated by the Spanish Cardinal Ximenes who wished to
print the entire Bible in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin. The Old Testament was published
between 1514-1517 (Ellys, naturally, had a copy of it). The New Testament’s release was
delayed by Erasmus’s thoroughness: his peregrinations around Europe allowed him access to
a wider variety of source material than was available to most previous editors, and he was
able to determine where the Vulgate, translated by St Jerome in the early 5™ century, differed
from original sources. This was distasteful to mainstream theologians, but the Erasmus
edition was eventually published in Basel. The text was accompanied by woodcuts produced
by Ambrosius and Hans Holbein, which in the Blickling copy are hand-coloured and touched

with gold and silver.*’

4 John Wycliffe, Dialogorum. Libri quattuor: quorum primus divinitatem et ideas tractat,
secundus universarum creationem complectitur, tertius de virtutibus vitiisque ipsis contrariis
([Basel]: s.n., 1525); [The New Testament], trans. by William Tyndale (Cologne: Peter
Quentell[?], 1525).

46 Desiderius Erasmus, Nouum Testamentum omne (Basel: In aedibus loannis Frobenij,
1519).

4" Nicolas Barker, Treasures from the Libraries of National Trust Country Houses (New
York: Royal Oak Foundation & The Grolier Club, 1999), p. 72.
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It seems evident that Ellys valued books like the Mainz and Coverdale Bibles as historically
(and religiously) important texts. But it is clear that some other books were sought out for
their rarity or uniqueness in addition to, or even instead of, any historical significance as
specimens. The library’s several early school books seem to fall into this category. Ortus
Vocabulorum printed by Richard Pynson in 1509, bound with Geoffrey’s Medulla
Grammaticae printed by Julian Notary in 1508, which were issued together, are Latin
grammars — not academically useful to Ellys, and certainly not particularly attractive or
decorative. The draw with books of this sort, rather, seems to be their scarcity. Of this edition
of the Ortus there are now only four surviving copies, and this copy of the Medulla is the
only one to survive still bound with the Ortus.*® Similarly, the Blickling copy of Les
illustrations de Gaule et singularitez de Troy by Jean Lemaire de Belges (printed in France,
1524) bears Mitchell’s note that it is ‘curious and scarce’.*® This provides concrete evidence
of an interest in and awareness of rarity. Simply owning this and other highly unusual
volumes demonstrated that his library was unparalleled in its contents and thus functioned to

express Ellys’s status.

While printed books make up the vast majority of the collection, the library also contains
numerous manuscripts. A selection policy that valued rarity would certainly value
manuscripts which are, by definition, absolutely unique. The majority of the contemporary
manuscript material came from the Netherlands, which was a prime book-hunting ground for
Ellys. The library contains, for instance, Abraham de Wicquefort’s manuscript of his
L'histoire des Provinces-Unies des Pais-Bas, which was bought by Robert Hampden-Trevor
from the widow of the bookseller Charlies Levier of the Hague for ‘three hundred and a few
florins’ after Levier’s death in 1734 (according to notes in the manuscript itself).>® As the

published version is also found in Ellys’s library, it is safe to assume that this manuscript was

“8 Ortus Vocabulorum (London: Richard Pynson, 1508); Promptoriu[m] paruiilorum [sic]
clericor[um]: quod apud nos Medulla gra[m]matice appellatur scolasticis q[uia] maxi[m]e
necessariu[m] (London: Impressum per ... Julianum notarium ..., 1508); Barker, Treasures,
p.70.

49 Jean Lemaire de Belges, Les illustrations de gaule et singularitez de Troye (Paris: par
Philippe le noir marcha[n]t libraire [et] relieur iure en Luniuersite de Paris demourant en la
gra[n]t rue sainct Jaques a lenseigne de la Rose blanche couronnee, 1524).

50 Abraham de Wicquefort, ‘[Histoire Des Provinces-Unies Des Pais-Bas]’ ([Netherlands],
1667), Blickling Hall.
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selected not to read but as a unique artefact relevant to Ellys’s interest in the Low Countries

where he had been educated as a young man.>!

A discussion of the library’s manuscripts would not be complete without reference to two of
its greatest treasures, the Anglo-Saxon manuscripts now known as the Blickling Homilies and
the Blickling Psalter, both sold in 1932. The former is a collection of sermons dating from the
late tenth or early eleventh century and is now held at Princeton University Library.%? The
latter is now MS M.776 at the Morgan Library in New York, and was written circa 730 in
Northern Northumbria.®® Ellys bought these in 1724 from William Pownall, an antiquarian of
Lincolnshire. Pownall had in fact been intending to sell the two manuscripts to the well-
known book collector Edward Harley, 2" Earl of Oxford and Mortimer (1689-1741). While
the books were in Harley’s safe awaiting the completion of the transaction, Pownall invited
Ellys to view them at Harley’s house. Harley’s librarian Humfrey Wanley writes in his diary
of his shock and outrage when Pownall ended up selling them to Ellys instead of to his own
employer.> Wanley’s diary entries make this one of the few extant instances of direct
evidence of Ellys selecting and purchasing books, and it is nearly certain he was not
motivated by a desire to consume their contents. Ellys’s library contained other Psalters.
Instead, it seems he was strongly motivated by a desire to own these unique and extremely
old manuscripts. He valued the cachet of these ancient specimens and may have also enjoyed

the element of competition with a rival collector.

The prestige furnished by a unique manuscript also seems to have been sought in Ellys’s
seeking items associated with personages of renown. Russell W. Belk explains that social
status is derived through possessing an object that remains strongly associated with someone
else; this is the attractiveness of an autographed baseball card or a dress worn by a celebrity.>®
Ellys’s attraction to the products of the Estienne printing house extended even to the Estienne

family themselves. Among his Estienne works are several that were actually owned by

°1 Abraham de Wicquefort, L'histoire des provinces-unies, confirmée & eclaircie par des
preuves authentiques (The Hague: Chez T. Johnson, 1719).

52 <[Blickling Homilies]’.

%3 ¢[Blickling Psalter]’.

* Humfrey Wanley, The Diary of Humfrey Wanley, 1715-1726, ed. by C.E. Wright and
Ransom C. Wright (London: Bibliographical Society, 1966), pp. 352-3 and 399.

5 Russell W. Belk, ‘Possessions and the Extended Self”, Journal of Consumer Research, 15.2
(1988), 139-68 (p. 149).
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members of the family. The Blickling copy of the Greek New Testament, printed by Henri
Estienne in Paris in 1550, was owned by Henri Estienne himself and bears his signature.®®
After Estienne, the book was owned and signed by Theodoor Jansson ab Almeloveen (1657-
1712), a Dutch scholar who wrote a history of the Estienne family in 1638. Almeloveen’s
annotations can be found throughout the book and undoubtedly enhance its illustrious
provenance. Isaac Casaubon’s 1605 De Satyrica Graecorum poesi, & Romanorum satira libri
duo is found in duplicate in the collection, at running numbers 5437 and 4188.5” The former
has the distinctive ‘C&P’ mark of Thomas Rawlinson, and must have been bought from one
of his sales in the 1720s and “30s in which Ellys participated enthusiastically. The latter
comes from the library of Jean-Baptiste Colbert (1619-1683), director of the Bibliotheque du
Roi from 1661-1683, whose library was sold in Paris in 1728 and London in 1729 and 1735.
While the Colbert copy is in a plain limp vellum binding with yapp edges, the Rawlinson
copy has the honour of the armorial binding of the Stuart royal family. Ellys’s attraction to
artefacts associated with French royalty is also evident in Enguerrand de Monstrelet’s
Chroniques, which has ink stamps on the title pages of volumes two and three featuring the
phrase ‘Bibliothecae Regiae’ accompanied by three fleur de lys: likely made more attractive

to Ellys by its French royal provenance.®®

More common than books with royal associations, though, are books associated with
illustrious scholars. Among these is Marius Victorinus’s commentary on Cicero’s Rhetorics
published in Paris in 1537, which formerly belonged to Joseph Justus Scaliger (1540-1609),
as is noted in the hand of the physician Robert Grey (1664-1722) of the Royal College of
Physicians of London: ‘Hic librum possidebat Josephus Scaliger...”.%° While this does not

% Ts Kains Diathks hapanta [Nouum lesu Christi D.N. Testamentum] Ex Bibliotheca Regia.,
ed. by Robert Estienne, Editio Regia (Paris: Ex officina Roberti Stephani typographi regii,
regiis typis, 1550).

5" Isaac Casaubon, De Satyrica Graecorum Poesi & Romanorum Satira Libri Duo... (Parisiis:
Apud Ambrosium & Hieronymum Drouart, via Jacobaea, sub scuto solaris aurei., 1605).

58 Enguerrand de Monstrelet, Chroniques d’Enguerran (Paris: chez Guillaume Chaudiere,
1572).

%9 Marius Victorinus, Rhetoris Doctissimi Commentarii in Rhetoricos M. Tullii Ciceronis
(Paris: Ex officina Roberti Stephani, 1537); ‘Item Record: M. Fabii Victorini Rhetoris
Doctissimi Commentarii in Rhetoricos M. Tullii Ciceronis’, Library Hub Discover
<https://discover.libraryhub.jisc.ac.uk/search?q=keyword%3A%20M.%20Fabii%20Victorini
%20rhetoris%20doctissimi%20Commentarii%20in%20Rhetoricos%20M.%20Tullii%20Cice
ronis%20%20%?20library%3A%20%22ntr%3Antr%3ABIlickling%20Hall%22&rn=1&for=nt
r> [accessed 27 April 2022]; .
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bear Scaliger’s annotations, the library contains several books that do have marginal notes in
the hands of prominent figures of the past. For instance, Daniel Heinsius’s Poematum,
published at Leiden in 1606, is the author’s presentation copy to ‘Magnifico viro D Petro
Pauwio Acad. Rectori, d[omi]no [et] patrono suo [symbol] [symbol] autor’, (i.e. Pieter Paaw
(1564-1617), Professor and Rector at Leiden University).%° The author’s inscription seems to
have made this a desirable object, and it may have come into Ellys’s path through his
connections in Leiden. It is not only inscriptions in the author’s hand, but also inscriptions of
other prominent scholars that are represented in the library. The Academiques de Ciceron,
published in 1740, is annotated by David Durand (1680-1763) who translated the work for
this edition.%! Durand was a reformist minister and historian, and his copy likely appealed to
Ellys’s religious interests as well as his interest in Cicero.% The Proverbs of Michael
Apostolius, for example, has the inscribed name ‘Heynsij” which likely refers to one of the
Classical scholars Daniel Heinsius (1580-1655) or his son Nicolaas Heinsius (1620-1681).%3
Similarly, Suetonius’s De Vita Caesarum XII Caesares features notes in the hand of the
Dutch philologist Pieter Nanninck (1500-57).54 Mitchell remarks on Nanninck’s annotations
in his inscription on the front flyleaf, indicating that the provenance of this book is
remarkable and valuable within the context of Ellys’s library. The inscriptions make unique
this copy of a mass-produced printed book.

One more distinct class of artefact book can be discerned in the library: those that are simply
aesthetically pleasing and distinctive. A perfect example is Ellys’s manuscript copy of
Suetonius’s De Vita Caesarum, produced for Borso D’Este (1413-1471), Duke of Ferrara,

% Daniel Heinsius, Poematum, Nova editio auctior emendatiorque: quorum seriem aversa
statim pagina indicabit. (Leiden: Apud lohannem Maire, 1606).

%1 Marcus Tullius Cicero, Academiques, trans. by David Durand (London: Chez Paul
Vaillant, dans le Strand, vis a vis de Southampton-Street, 1740).

62 Item Record: Academiques de Ciceron’, Library Hub Discover
<https://discover.libraryhub.jisc.ac.uk/search?q=keyword%3A%20Academiques%20de%20
Ciceron%20%20library%3A%20%22ntr%3Antr%3ABlickling%20Hall%22&rn=1&for=ntr>
[accessed 27 April 2022].

63 Michael Apostolius, Tou Bizantiou Paroimiai [Bisantii Paroemiae] (Basel: Ex officina
Heruagiana, 1538).

64 Suetonius, Tranquilli X1 Caesares Ex Uetusto Exemplari Emendatiores Multis Locis.
(Paris: Ex officina Roberti Stephani, 1543); ‘Item Record: De Vita Caesarum’, Library Hub
Discover
<https://discover.libraryhub.jisc.ac.uk/search?q=keyword%3A%20petrus%20nannius%20libr
ary%3A%20%22ntr%3Antr%3ABlickling%20Hall%22&rn=6&for=ntr> [accessed 28 April
2022].
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Modena and Reggio in 1452-53.% This manuscript, written in the humanist script of the
scribe Johannes of Mainz, is now one of the jewels of the Blickling collection and was lucky
to escape sale in 1932. It is elaborately decorated with illuminated initials, the arms of the
Este family, and portraits of the emperors, painted by Marco dell'Avogaro, the Ferrarese
court book-painter. It is bound handsomely in sixteenth-century gold-tooled calf. The book
passed through the hands of Queen Christina of Sweden (1626-89) and likely Nicolaas
Heinsius before Ellys bought it (likely in the Netherlands).®® While the royal and scholarly
association provide reason enough to explain Ellys’s decision to select it, the manuscript’s
great beauty was likely hard to resist. Also handsome are the library’s collection of the
Cabinet du Roi books. Many of these, such as the 1674 Les Plaisirs de I’Isle Enchantée,
feature a seventeenth-century Parisian presentation binding of red morocco with the gilt arms
of Louis X1V on both upper and lower boards.®” The Cabinet de Roi books were produced
with the intention of being artefacts. They were not academic or particularly informative, but
were instead items to collect, to bestow, and to demonstrate prestige. It seems that Ellys
sought these out with purpose; it is clear that these books were intentionally acquired as

prestigious and beautiful artefacts.

An appealing binding was also a draw for Ellys. The library contains a number of lavishly
decorative bindings, such as the Works of Lucian of Samosata, published in Venice in 1503
by the Aldine press.%® The volume is bound in olive green sixteenth-century goatskin with a
tooled design of a classical sarcophagus featuring the title and author’s name in gilt. Another
Aldine volume, Herodotus’s Historiae printed in 1502, also features a sixteenth-century
binding, this one of blue-green calf tooled in gilt and blind with a medallion in the centre
featuring a winged woman holding a globe.%® The binding dates from approximately 1570

and is certainly French, and may be attributed to Gommar Estienne, the ‘grand doreur de

% Suetonius, ‘[Ab Rhodo Quo p[Er]Tenderat ... Insequentiu[m] Principu[m]. Caesa[Rum]
Lib[Er] Xii Explicit]’ ([Ferrara?], ca. 1452), Blickling Hall, Running number 6917.

% ‘Item Record: Ab Rhodo Quo p[Er]Tenderat ...", Library Hub Discover
<https://discover.libraryhub.jisc.ac.uk/search?q=keyword%3A%?20este%20library%3A%20
%22ntr%3Antr%3ABIickling%20Hall%22&rn=12&for=ntr> [accessed 27 April 2022].

%7 es plaisirs de I’isle enchantée , course de bague (Paris: de 1’Imprimerie Royale (par les
soins de Sebastien Mabre-Cramoisy), 1673).

%8 Lucian of Samosata, Tade enestin en tode to biblio Loukianou [Luciani Opera] (Venice:
Aldus Manutius, 1503).

% Herodotus, Historiae Libri Novem Quibus Musarum Inclita Sunt Nomina. (Venice: Aldus
Manutius, 1502).
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Henri IT". It was a presentation copy from the Professor at the College des lecteurs royaux
and royal Greek poet laureate Jean Dorat to the French duke Nicolas de Neufville de Villeroy
(1598-1685), and has a lengthy dedicatory poem written by Dorat.” Similar is a 1497 Book
of Hours from the Aldine press; small in size, it was the first Aldine making use of red ink. It
is bound in reddish goatskin over boards, inlaid with an arabesque of darker leather, and with
gilt gesso decoration on the corners.”* Another notable Aldine is Sophocles Tragoediae cum
commentariis of 1502. This is from Aldus’s small-format series of classics, and employed a
new style of type for both Greek and Latin. The volume is in a contemporary Venice binding
of goatskin, with lavish tooling in blind and gilt.”? The library has several bindings from Jean
Grolier’s famous library, among them Pietro Crinito’s Commentarii de honesta disciplina,
published in Florence by Filippo Giunta in 1504.” It is bound in brown calf with a busy
interlaced pattern of gilt-tooled arabesques. Stubs of two pairs of green silk ties survive, as
well as some paint on the leather binding. It features Grolier’s well-known ex libris ‘Io.
Grolierii et amicorum’ at the foot of the upper board, and his motto ‘Portio mea sit in terra
viventium’ on the lower board, both in gilt. Another Grolier is Suetonius’s Opera published
by the Aldine press in 1521. It is bound in greenish leather with gilt rectangular panels
around a gilt arabesque. The upper board has the title of the work in the centre with ‘Grolierii
et amicorum’ at the foot and his other motto on the back. Initial letters have been added in

gold.™

While Ellys’s library does not contain enough decorative bindings to assume that this was a
main priority of his selection activities, it is certain that it was one among many motivations.
For example, with sixteenth-century volumes of Pindar, the library contains two copies of
vastly differing appearance. The first, printed at Geneva in 1599, is in an attractive yet
average eighteenth-century binding of sprinkled calf with red stained edges.” The version
printed at Frankfurt in 1542, however, is encased in a remarkable binding by Reinerus

Reineccius Steinheimius (1541-1595) (whose initials and the date 1570 are tooled in blind on

0 Barker, Treasures, p. 65.

"I Horae: Ad Usum Romanum (Venice: Aldus Manutius, Romanus, 1497). See Barker,
Treasures,p. 63.

2 Sophocles, Tragodiai [Tragaediae] (Venetiis: Aldus Manutius, 1502). See Barker,
Treasures, p. 66.

73 Pietro Crinito, Petri Criniti Commentarii de Honesta Disciplina. (Florence: impressum est
hoc opus Petri Criniti: opera & impensa Philippi de Giunta bibliopol[a]e Flore[n]tini, 1504).
74 Suetonius, Opera (Venice: Heirs of Aldus Manutius, 1521). See Barker, Treasures, p. 73.
7> Pindar, [Olympia, Pythia, Nemea, Isthmia] ([Geneva]: Oliua Pauli Stephani, 1599).
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the upper cover).’® The binding features images of Biblical figures, portraits of Reformation
figures (Erasmus, Melanchthon, Luther, and Hus), and heads of Classical figures in
medallions, along with heraldic symbols. This spectacular binding was evidently an object of
great desire for Ellys, combining as it did his interests in Protestantism, Classics, and
beautiful books. The ownership of both editions suggest that an element of artefact-seeking
behaviour was at play in the selection process, and confirm that the desire for an interesting

binding existed alongside the desire to access information.

The question arises as to whether books like these, valued for reasons beyond their contents,
should be seen as luxury items that implicitly display status and prestige. Certainly it is a
luxury to own such a huge number of books, with extensive time and economic resources
devoted to their acquisition and management, but it seems misleading to treat the whole
library as evidence of Ellys’s luxurious lifestyle. It would be more worthwhile to consider
individual books as touchstones or examples of luxury items and to reflect on their meaning
in the context of contemporary debates over luxury. The question of luxury was much on the
mind of the 18" century, and is unavoidable when discussing display and status derived
through objects. While conspicuous consumption among the elite is particularly associated
with the later decades of the century, Ellys’s time also saw concern over a lavish style of
living and the potential moral decay it signaled. Regardless of how Ellys saw himself or what
he desired for his library, this context is undeniably relevant to any study of books and

private libraries and the practice of collecting.

Maxine Berg offers a nuanced view of luxury, noting that:

Definitions of luxury have varied over time, references to ‘rarity’ and
‘conspicuous consumption’ must always be contextualized as ‘relative’:
a luxury to one may be a necessity to another. Our recent usage refers to
goods that are widely desired because they are not yet widely consumed,
but the word also invokes qualitative attributes of things and activities;
they are ‘pleasing’, or they offer a ‘refinement’ on more generic
necessities.

She argues that we ‘should regard luxury goods not so much in contrast to necessities (a

contrast filled with problems), but as goods whose principal use is rhetorical and social,

76 Pindar, [Olympia, Pythia, Nemea, Isthmia] (Frankfurt: Opera & impensa Petri Brubacchii,
1542).
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goods that are simply incarnated signs’. Rather than responding to any physical necessities,
‘the necessity to which they respond is fundamentally political’. She suggests that luxury
should be regarded ‘as a special “register” of consumption (by analogy to the linguistic
model) [rather than] as a special class of thing’.”” Arjan Appadurai also takes this view of
luxury as a register. He identifies the signs of this register as: a restriction to elites (by price
or law); complexity of acquisition (maybe or maybe not as a result of actual scarcity);
‘semiotic virtuosity’ i.e. the signaling of social messages; ‘specialized knowledge as a
prerequisite for their “appropriate” consumption’ and strong links to their owner (paralleling
the discussion above as objects of self-definition and self-presentation).’® Istvan Hont
establishes excessive individual consumption as the standard definition of luxury at the time,
and notes that it was a topic of contention for both Christians and more secular republicans.
Critics saw luxury as a product of inequality: the ‘nemesis of courage, honour, and love of
country’. Supporters saw it as promoting higher living standards, the circulation of money,
artistic and scientific progress, manners, and happiness of citizens.” Anyone who has ever
collected discarded buttons or cheap picture postcards will confirm that a large financial
outlay is not necessary to form a collection, and yet the discomfort with luxury consumption
and the suspicion and disparagement of prolific collectors (like Nicholas Gimcrack or Tom
Folio, mocked in the Tatler for their useless collections and improvident acquisitiveness)
make an interesting comparison.® These collections of buttons or postcards, although not
indicative necessarily of financial wealth, nonetheless fit both Berg’s and Appadurai’s criteria

as luxury possessions.

Collecting, as an undeniable practice of excessive (unnecessary) individual consumption, was
in constant danger of being seen as a licentious luxury in the eighteenth century. Moral

implications aside, the identifying of book collecting with luxury is not unwarranted.

" Berg, ‘Luxury, the Luxury Trades, and the Roots of Industrial Growth: A Global
Perspective’, in The Oxford Handbook of the History of Consumption, ed. by Frank
Trentmann (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012), pp. 173-91 (pp. 174-5).

8 Arjan Appadurai, ‘Commodities and the Politics of Value’, in The Social Life of Things:
Commodities in Cultural Perspective, ed. by Arjan Appadurai (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1996), pp. 3-63 (p. 38).

9 Istvan Hont, ‘The Early Enlightenment Debate on Commerce and Luxury’, in The
Cambridge History of Eighteenth-Century Political Thought, ed. by Mark Goldie and Robert
Wokler (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006), pp. 377418 (pp. 379-380).

8 Joseph Addison, ‘Tom Folio’, The Tatler, 158 (1710), pp. 150-53; ‘The Will of a
Virtuoso’, The Tatler, 216 (1710), 28-29.
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Mandelbrote notes how ‘the owners of libraries became more preoccupied with the
appearance of their books in the course of this period. Books were turned spine-out on the
shelves and binders advertised their services to regild the spines to create a uniform
decorative effect”.8! Samuel Pepys famously had his books all bound to match in ornate
bindings, and took great pains to ensure an even appearance on his shelves, going so far as to
prop up smaller books on blocks of wood to make their tops align with their neighbours’.
Book collections, however, mostly managed to escape the accusations of selfishness and self-
indulgence; the activity was condoned by virtue of occurring in the realm of ‘serious
leisure’.%2 Even Thomas Osborne’s catalogue of the Harley collection makes reference to this

debate, hoping that:

Our Catalogue will excite any other Man to emulate the Collectors of this
Library, to prefer Books and Manuscripts to Equipage and Luxury, and
to forsake Noise and Diversion for the Conversation of the Learned, and
the Satisfaction of extensive Knowledge.®?
(This self-conscious distinction between ‘books and manuscripts’ and ‘equipage and luxury’

is slightly undermined by the next sentence, which boasts of the size and importance of the

present collection.)

There are some books in Ellys’s library that must be seen as belonging to a distinct register of
luxury possessions. His large collection of Cabinet du Roi books, for instance, could be seen
in this way: not used to gain knowledge or for personal edification, but rather to demonstrate
an affinity with the lifestyle displayed in the books and their drawings. These books are
notable, however, in that they were produced specifically as objects of luxury. By design,
they meet most of Appadurai’s criteria: they were restricted to elites by a high price (due to
their expensive materials); they were difficult to acquire because they were produced in
modest numbers (we have seen that Ellys did not successfully manage to acquire a full set);

and they are ‘semiotic[ally] virtuos[ic]’, signaling their owner’s interests and exalted social

81 ‘Personal Owners of Books’, in The Cambridge History of Libraries in Britain and

Ireland, Volume 2: 1640-1850, ed. by Giles Mandelbrote and Keith A. Manley (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2006), pp. 173-89 (p. 185).

82 Robert A. Stebbins, ‘Serious Leisure: A Conceptual Statement’, Pacific Sociological
Review, 25.2 (1982), 25172 <https://doi.org/10.2307/1388726>; Russell W. Belk, Collecting
in a Consumer Society (London: Routledge, 1994), p. 72.

8 Samuel Johnson and William Oldys, Catalogus bibliothecee Harleiana : in locos
communes distributus cum indice auctorum (London: Apud Thomas Osborne, [1743]),
prologue to volume one.
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circle. If luxury items are those ‘whose principal use is rhetorical and social’ rather than
functional,® then a good example is the fine decoration found on some of the library’s books.
Elaborate decoration is a luxury; it does not enhance a book’s informational value or its
usability. Particularly beautiful books stand out as inherently luxury objects, such as a 1589
manuscript of the statutes and ordinances of the Order of the Garter.8> The pages are lavishly
illustrated throughout, and the manuscript is obviously an object of great financial worth and
social prestige. Although Ellys himself was not a member and was in no way explicitly
connected with the Order, his ownership of this beautifully decorated and sumptuously bound
item implicitly associates him with the illustrious figures described therein. Similar is a
German manuscript Bible in Latin from the thirteenth century, with a sixteenth-century
binding featuring St. George and the dragon as well as birds and foliage decoration, along
with a set of brass clasps.® None of these decorations is useful or necessary for the purposes
of reading or worship. This is a marked as a luxury item, with the binding presumably
intended to signal the owner’s devotion to God. The Bible also embodies luxury in a way that
is beyond the aesthetic. The decoration marks this item as responding to a social compulsion
rather than a physical necessity, but its very presence in Ellys’s collection is also
unnecessary: Ellys had numerous other Bibles and did not need this one in order to discover

its contents.

The question of luxury exists alongside and interacts with the criteria of artefacts and
specimens. Artefacts, readers will remember, are objects that are observed. Their significance
is drawn from their material form rather than their contents. A specimen is a particular type
of artefact that is seen as an archetype or representation of its class and is regarded as an
object of rigorous study. Should luxury objects be interpreted separately from these three
types of books? According to Appadurai and Berg, to qualify as a luxury an item must belong
to a distinct register of consumption characterized by its social significance. In that way some

artefacts may belong to the category of luxuries, as books that are dissociated from their

8 Berg, ¢ Luxury, the Luxury Trades’, p. 175.

8 “The Statutes and Ordinaunces of the Most Noble Order of St George Named the Garter
Refourmed Explayned Declared and Renued by the Most High Most Excellent & Most
Puissaunt Prince Henry Ye Eight by Ye Grace of God Kynge of England and of Fraunce
Defender of the Faith and Lord of Ireland &c.’ ([England], 1589), Blickling Hall, Running
number 6848.

8 ‘[Bible. ca. 1250].” ([Germany?], [mid-13th century]), Blickling Hall, Running number
6855.
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ostensible use as reading material in order to prioritize a social purpose. Artefacts, specimens,
and luxuries are all things that are desirable for some reason, be it intellectual, social,
material, or aesthetic. But a major distinction between luxury books and specimen books is
that a luxury can be produced self-consciously as a luxury, whereas specimen books only
become specimens through the behaviours they are met with. Luxuries can enter the life cycle
already having been marked as luxuries; specimens require the attention of owners, readers or

observers to become marked as specimens.

Thus, the distinction between a specimen book and a luxury book results from their different
lenses of value. The value placed on a specimen book is intellectual and rigorously academic.
Crucially, specimens require expert knowledge to interpret and cultural competence to
properly understand or even to recognize as specimens. The value of Wycliffe’s Dialogorum
libri quattuor is not immediately obvious to an observer without an awareness of its historical
significance. A luxury book, on the other hand, is immediately recognizable as such. While
the thirteenth century MS Bible requires that the reader know Latin in order to properly
consult its contents, its luxury value is entirely separate from its text and requires no cultural
competence or knowledge to perceive. Its decoration and appealing binding do not require

context to recognize as markers of luxury.

Specimens and luxuries are both sub-types of the broader category of artefacts. An artefact is
any object that is observed, and that derives value from its material form. Specimens, as
representatives of their type, are certainly artefacts that are observed as objects of historical
significance. Luxuries, as objects of social significance, are observed as material
manifestations of social, rhetorical and political signals. Artefacts, evidently, can be subject
to several lenses of value. It is crucial to note that these different modes of value are not
fixed, but can shift over time and over the course of the AIUA cycle. The Cabinet du Roi
books, for instance, were produced as luxury items and continued to function in that way
during Ellys’s lifetime, serving to mark him as a man of status with a lifestyle of distinction.
And yet today they are much more likely to be interpreted as cultural specimens, representing
a period of ostentatious opulence in the court of Louis X1V, and material specimens of fine
paper and abundant engravings. Indeed, a specimen must have experienced a shift in its
value, usually from informational to observational value. While artefacts, specimens, and
luxuries like these make up a minority of the collection, they are numerous enough to be seen

as a distinct tier or register of the library. It is evident, then, that in addition to selecting books
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for their contents, Ellys also indulged in the pursuit of historically significant books, rare

books, books associated with famous former owners, and aesthetically appealing books.

It is not clear whether a two-stranded approach to book selecting was consciously employed,
or if Ellys simply bought what he wanted when he wanted it. And yet it is evident that Ellys’s
selection behaviour exhibited multiple and sometimes conflicting motivations in his
simultaneous desire for informational books and artefact books. Regardless of whether Ellys
consciously intended to use his luxury objects to advertise his social position, they would
certainly have had that effect. Because luxury objects are inherently social signifiers, their
function must be to exhibit that social message to all observers. While of course one cannot
determine with confidence exactly how Ellys interpreted and valued the books he selected, it
IS possible to draw likely conclusions. It seems reasonable to imagine that Ellys’s books from
famous early printers, such as the Estienne and Aldine editions, were regarded as specimens
representing the whole (unseen) corpus of their work. Similarly, Ellys’s numismatic
collections seem to have functioned as specimens for scholarly examination. The Homilies
and Psalter manuscripts, too, can be regarded as symbolizing their period and its technology
of information. Thus there is an element of information-seeking or -preserving inherent in
acquiring and owning these works. But the manuscripts can also be seen as artefacts, valued
in their uniqueness and their associated prestige. And certainly the Cabinet du Roi books are

collectible luxuries, not acting as archetypes to study but as objects of admiration.

The library must also have contained within it books that were selected neither as information
carriers nor as artefacts. This may be termed social selection behaviour, and includes books
chosen for other people’s use. The first example of this behaviour might be the catalogues
and reference books identified at the beginning of this chapter, possibly for Mitchell’s use in
his care for and development of the library. Mandelbrote and Lewis posit that these books
were acquired for Mitchell’s benefit to instruct him in the management and procurement of a
library, and they argue that the collection should be seen as the result of both men’s efforts.®’
Despite the paucity of evidence relating to books purchased on behalf of others, it is safe to
assume that at least some of Ellys’s selection behaviour was motivated by his social

circumstances. The difficulty is in knowing the extent of others’ involvement and their

87 Giles Mandelbrote and Yvonne Lewis, Learning to Collect: The Library of Sir Richard
Ellys (1682-1742) (London: National Trust, 2004), p. 26.
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influence in the development of the collection. While this is generally not clear, one friend in
particular certainly played a major role in the development of the library through his
informed advice. Michael Maittaire, the scholar of Classics and typography, may have
advised Ellys on occasion on which books to buy. It is clear that Maittaire made use of the
library to pursue his own research, and he frequently added notes to Ellys’s books remarking
on their historical significance, such as in the 1554 Anacreon which he notes was the first
book printed by Henri Estienne. Maittaire has also noted in Ellys’s copy of Andrew
Maunsell’s The First part of the catalogue of English printed books that ‘This Author is very
exact, and was at immense pains’. The Blickling Psalter volume, too, bears Maittaire’s note
assigning it a likely date of the eighth century. While it is not clear whether these books were
actually bought on Maittaire’s advice, their selection for the library seems to have solidified
the bond these two men formed based on their mutual interest in the history of books and
printing. The library’s copy of the Hoym catalogue provides further evidence of Maittaire’s
role in selection decisions.®® Next to lots 4713 (four of Cicero’s works from the mid-sixteenth
century) and 4735 (twelve works on anti-Catholic subjects, mainly Jesuits in France, dating
from the mid-seventeenth century), Mitchell has written ‘Maittaire’. These books are not
present in the Blickling library nor are they listed in Mitchell’s catalogue. This suggests
either that they were purchased by Ellys’s agent for Maittaire, or that Maittaire purchased
them there himself and Mitchell noted this down. Either way, the two men seem to have

coordinated or discussed their activities at this large book sale.

The opaqueness of much of Ellys’s selection activity is mitigated through foregrounding
browsing and selecting behaviour. The above discussion of his choices and priorities
demonstrates that Ellys does not fit exclusively into either the scholarly collector mould,
motivated by a desire for information, or the materialistic collector mould, striving to
enhance his social status through the purchase of collectible artefacts. Ellys’s library contains
a vast number of books that must have been selected as carriers of desired content,
representing topics of scholarly interest. But it also comprises numerous books that must be
interpreted as artefacts of material attraction. Even within this category of artefact objects,
however, some were certainly regarded as specimens, warranting close, rigorous scrutiny as

archetypes of their kind. The boundaries between the different strands of motivation or

8 Gabriel Martin, Catalogus Librorum Bibliotheca Illustrissimi Viri Caroli Henrici Comitis
de Hoym (Paris: apud Gabrielem & Claudium Martin, via Jacobza, ad insigne stellee, 1738).
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patterns of behaviour are fuzzy. One does not preclude or undermine the other, and Ellys
seems to have been perfectly comfortable prioritizing both. It is clear that he was motivated

by a variety of priorities, and his behaviour exhibits understandable variations.

Active Procurement and Purchasing

So far, this discussion of acquisition behaviours has focused mainly on private activities of
browsing and selecting: the expression of personal choice and private motivation in advance
of actual acquisition activities. The rest of this chapter will be concerned with the processes
of procurement, or the actual acquisition of books, which has a much stronger connection
with external factors and Ellys’s social context. While continuing to focus on behaviour and
activities, the discussion will introduce a distinction between active and passive procurement
in the development of the library. Active procurement refers generally to purchased items;
this section will discuss Ellys’s activity at book sales in Britain and on the Continent, his
interaction with booksellers, books he contributed to through subscription, and one item that
was possibly commissioned. It will examine how Ellys deployed his financial resources to

procure books and cultivate helpful relationships.

Without a doubt, Ellys was a major presence at book sales and auctions of the early
eighteenth century. In a letter to Mackie in May 1732 Mitchell describes how he ‘[has] been,
& still [is], very busy about books, Sir Richard Ellys having lately bought as many as come to
some hundreds of pounds, which belonged to a Nobleman lately dead’.8 Many of his books
contain names or other ownership marks of former owners, many of which can assist in
discerning where Ellys purchased them. Although the 1732 sale Mitchell mentions cannot be
definitively identified, it must have been a splendid and bountiful collection of obvious
interest to Ellys. Mitchell notes that ‘the most part are very pompous, as being the best
editions, large paper, and very neat; many of them are Prints, among which are several of the

Cabinet du Roy.”® Even before he inherited from his father in 1727 he participated

8 ‘Letter to Charles Mackie, 17 May, 1732, Edinburgh University Library Special
Collections, La.11.90.1.33
% ibid.
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enthusiastically at book sales, spending what must have been a lot of money to purchase
numerous books. He purchased more than ten books at the sale of Charles Bernard’s library
in 1711, which can be identified now from the inscription ‘Caroli Bernardi’. Five years later,
he bought at least six books from the library of Gilbert Burnet, which still feature Burnet’s
bookplate on their flyleaves. He bought several books from the personal collection of Etienne
Baluze (1630-1718), librarian to Jean-Baptiste Colbert, whose library was sold in 1719,
including Paul Leopard’s Emendationum et miscellaneorum libri viginti which features the

inscription ‘Stephanus Baluzius Tutelensis’.%!

When the library of the barrister and bibliophile Thomas Rawlinson (1681-1725) was sold
over the course of the 1720s and 30s, Ellys participated eagerly. It is not clear exactly how
many books in his library came from Rawlinson, but it was certainly well over a hundred and
may be closer to two. Many of these bear Rawlinson’s distinctive ‘C&P’ (collated and
perfect) mark. In many ways Rawlinson was a collector similar to Ellys, eager to acquire both
information and artefacts, and it makes sense that Ellys would have enjoyed the opportunity
to purchase from this collection already curated by a respected colleague. 1724 saw the sale
in London of the books of Louis-Henri de Loménie, comte de Brienne (1635-1698), by the
booksellers Woodman and Lyon. There are about twenty books in Ellys’s library that bear the
armorial binding of Loménie de Brienne, featuring the distinctive crest of a woman (possibly
a mermaid) holding a mirror tooled in gilt, typically on red morocco. There are another
twenty or so books in the library that are likely to have come from Loménie de Brienne,
which are identifiable by their small square labels on the front pastedown. These have a large
letter in red manuscript above a smaller two-digit number in black. While these cannot be
definitively traced to Loménie de Brienne, they are certainly characteristic of his books and
seem too distinctive to be a coincidence. Altogether, the Loménie de Brienne books are
relatively numerous and indicate Ellys’s significant participation at the sale and interest in its
contents. It is a shame his copy of the catalogue does not survive, as it might shed further
light on his interest in this collection. Further purchasing continued after Ellys inherited his
father’s estate in 1727, notably with the sale of Jean-Baptiste Colbert’s own books, more than
a decade after the sale of his librarian Baluze. The Colbert library was sold in three sales: at
Paris in 1728, and at London in 1729 and 1735. Colbert was director of the French royal

%1 Paul Leopard, Isembergensis Furnij, Emendationum et Miscellaneorum Libri Viginti
(Antwerp: Ex officina Christophori Plantini, 1568); ‘Etienne Baluze’, in Dictionnaire de
Biographie Francaise (Paris: Letouzey et Ane, 1951), pp. 23-25.
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library from 1661-1683, and gained a significant number of books for his personal library
when 1200 duplicates were removed from the royal collection in 1671. His illustrious career
continued when he became Minister of Finances under Louis X1V, and later Secretary of
State for naval affairs.’? Colbert’s books are marked ‘Bibliothecae Colbertinae’ in the hand of

Baluze, and about twenty-five of them are to be found on the shelves of Blickling today.

Despite these and other books that were purchased at identifiable sales, the vast majority of
the library’s books give no clue as to their date of acquisition. As such, it is not possible to
remark definitively on any changes to Ellys’s collecting behaviour over the course of his life.
It is not even clear whether his inheritance made a significant difference to his purchasing
activities. While he didn’t indulge in the most expensive, most beautiful, or rarest items of the
sales in his early years (for example, declining the Gutenburg Bible offered at the sale of
Loménie de Brienne), he also acted with comparative restraint at later sales like those of
Hoym and Colbert. Although his purchases from the Rawlinson sales are, for the most part,
inexpensive, mundane, and even of poor quality, this shouldn’t be taken as evidence of an
impecunious youth: rather, his overlapping interest with this other collector rendered the
Rawlinson sales an opportunity to acquire informational assets. It also confirms that Ellys’s
book-buying was more than just the extravagant pastime of a rich man disposing of vast sums

merely to amuse himself with treasures.

Regardless of his abstemious disavowal of the most expensive and famous items, Ellys’s
considerable activity at sales across Europe must certainly have cemented his reputation as a
book buyer of consequence and reputation and we can see him as a member of an
increasingly international ‘club’ of scholars and book buyers. This status can also be seen
when examining the specific process of his participation in the Uilenbroek sale in Amsterdam
in 1741, which is the only book sale from which any documentary evidence of Ellys’s
activities remains. Ellys engaged the services of Robert Trevor (1706-1783) to act as his
agent at this sale, as can be seen in a letter from Trevor to Mitchell giving ‘an account of

what I have done at Uilenbourck’s [sic] Auction in execution of Sir Richard’s

92 < Jean-Baptiste Colbert’, in Dictionnaire de Biographie Francaise (Paris: Letouzey et Ané,
1961), pp. 187-90; ‘Jean-Baptiste Colbert’, University of Glasgow Archives & Special
Collections
<https://www.gla.ac.uk/myglasgow/archivespecialcollections/digitisedcollections/provenance
/jean-baptistecolbert/> [accessed 27 April 2022].
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Commissions’.% Trevor was not a professional book agent. At the time of this sale, he was
employed as Minster-Plenipotentiary to the Dutch Republic.®* He was also a second cousin of
Ellys. Evidently, Ellys had the social capital or social status to engage this busy and
important emissary as an auction agent (indeed, Trevor’s letter opens with his apology for the
lateness of his message due to his duties ‘attending upon our Friends from Hanover’).
Mitchell (or Ellys) also evidently had the knowledge and expertise to instruct Trevor from
afar. Trevor identifies several books he has successfully bid on and ‘hope[s] that they will
find their way e’erlong to the good Company in Bolton Street’ (Ellys’s address in London).
He makes reference also to the sale of the library of Lord Oxford (i.e. Edward Harley, who
died in 1741), and suggests that Mitchell and Ellys must be consumed by planning their
activity at that auction.®® Unfortunately, Ellys was prevented from bidding at Harley’s sale by
his own death three weeks before it began. Trevor’s letter illuminates Ellys’s reputation: the
‘good company’ suggests that his library is well-known, and the reference to the Harley sale

indicates that Ellys is a major buyer whose library is on par with Harley’s.

Aside from this employment of his relative Robert Trevor, Ellys also cultivated relationships
with professionals in the field of bookselling and buying. Evidence in the books suggests that,
in addition to participating directly at book sales and auctions, Ellys frequently purchased
items from the stock of a bookseller who had bought them from the sale. One example is
found in Antiqui rhetores Latini (published by Plantin in 1599) which is bound together with
Nicolas Rigault’s Auctores finium regundorum (published fifteen years later).% The title page
of the Antiqui rhetores Latini has the signature ‘Caroli Bernardi’, which refers to Charles
Bernard and presumably marks this book as coming from the sale of his library in 1711,
referred to above. However, an annotated copy of the Bernard sale catalogue at Cambridge
University Library, which bears not just prices but names of some buyers, identifies the buyer

as a ‘Mr. Wilson’.%” Unfortunately, the British Book Trade Index, while identifying many

9 Robert Hampden-Trevor, ‘Letter to John Mitchell, 3 November, 1741°, Oxford, Bodleian
Library, MS. D.D. Dashwood (Bucks.) B.12/3/17.

% William Carr and Martyn J. Powell, ‘Trevor, Robert Hampden-, First Viscount Hampden
(1706-1783), Diplomatist’, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography Online Ed.
<https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:0dnb/27733>.

% Johnson and Oldys.

% Antiqui Rhetores Latini... (Paris: Ex officina Plantiniana: apud Hadrianum Perier, 1599);
Nicolas Rigault, Auctores Finium Regundorum (Paris: Apud loannem Libertum, 1614).

97 Jacob Hooke, Bibliotheca Bernardiana: : Or, a Catalogue of the Library of the Late
Charles Bernard (London, 1711); see Cambridge University Library, Munby.d.43.
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Wilsons, does not include any who were active in London in this year so the connection
between Ellys and this seller is not clear.®® However, Wilson’s interests seemed to align
strongly with Ellys’s — Wilson bought many of Bernard’s works from the Estienne and

Aldine printing houses, just as Ellys did throughout his life.

The Hoym sale provides another such example, this one more easily traceable. The Hoym
catalogue is found in a large number of British libraries and yet almost none are annotated
with the names of buyers. Cambridge University Library, again, is fortunate to have a copy
that is annotated with the names of buyers up to page 81.%° Of the twenty-odd Hoym books at
Blickling (identifiable by Hoym’s armorial binding stamp), only one is listed in this part of
the catalogue: Tabulae sacrae geographicae by Augustin Lubin (printed at Paris by Petri le
Petit, 1670) is found on page 8 as lot 78. The buyer’s name written in the margin is given as
‘Vaill.”. Inspection of the surrounding pages indicates that this denotes ‘Vaillant’, which was
in several cases abbreviated to fit into a small space. The Vaillants were a Huguenot family
who immigrated to London in 1685, where Francois Vaillant (d.17047?) set up a shop near the
Savoy. His business passed to his sons Paul (1671/2-1738?) and Isaac (d.1753), who briefly
worked together before Isaac’s departure to set up his trade in Rotterdam and The Hague.®
(Interestingly, the Vaillant family was also associated with Maittaire — his Annales
Typographici of 1719 was published by Isaac Vaillant in The Hague.)!** Vaillant’s name also
appears next to thirty-five other of the 700 or so books listed before page 81 of the Hoym
catalogue (although there is no way to know how many he bought after that). Of these, five
titles (in addition to the Tabulae) can be found on the shelves at Blickling: one an Aldine, one
an Estienne, one in a Grolier binding, and two others. This is not sufficient evidence to
assume that these five of Ellys’s books originated in Hoym’s collection — indeed it is more
likely to be coincidence that both Hoym and Ellys owned copies — and yet the absence of

Hoym’s armorial binding does not necessarily exclude him as a former owner.

9% Bodleian Libraries, ‘British Book Trade Index’ <http://bbti.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/> [accessed
27 April 2022].

9 Martin; see Cambridge University Library, Adv.d.75.4.

10 Bodleian Libraries, ‘Vaillant’, British Book Trade Index
<http://bbti.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/details/?traderid=130463> [accessed 23 March 2018].

101 Michael Maittaire, Annales Typographici Ab Artis Inventae Origine Ad Annum MD.
(Hagae-Comitum: apud Isaacum Vaillant, 1719).
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If Ellys purchased his Hoym books from M. Vaillant instead of directly from the sale itself,
then the presence of the Hoym catalogue in Ellys’s library is more mysterious: why acquire
and keep a copy of this catalogue if Ellys’s browsing activity was actually directed toward
the stock of Vaillant’s shop rather than the library of Hoym himself? This could suggest that
Ellys procured the Hoym catalogue sometime after the sale had taken place, intending to use
it as a reference book list rather than an instrument of selection, or it could suggest that Ellys
perused the catalogue before the sale and directed Vaillant as to which books to buy
specifically for his own use. Whether Vaillant acted as an agent on Ellys’s behalf at sales and
auctions, or bought items there to then resell them from his London shop is not clear. It seems
most likely, however, that Ellys or Mitchell visited Vaillant’s shop in London to peruse his
wares and/or his catalogues. There are several books that do not originate from the Hoym sale
that Ellys likely bought from Vaillant: for example, Aristophanes’s 1525 Komaodiai Ennea
printed in Florence, which bears Mitchell’s inscription of ‘Vaillant” on the front flyleaf.%?
This was not published by a Vaillant printer, so the name indicates that the book passed
through the hands of a member of the family acting as a bookseller. Ellys was apparently
something of a returning customer, and it seems that Ellys trusted Vaillant’s professional
knowledge, judgement, and experience, and made use of Vaillant’s already-curated stock
when making decisions about selection and procurement. Ellys and Vaillant cultivated and

maintained an ongoing relationship which was of obvious benefit to both.

The library contains evidence of another mutually-beneficial relationship between Ellys and a
different bookseller, in the form of a letter. The Histoire de [’Estat de France tant de la
République de la Religion: Sous le Régne de Francois Il contains within it a letter in
Mitchell’s handwriting (although signed ‘R.E’).1% The letter is obviously to a bookseller, and

requests that he send ‘le petit Livre, dont Vous faites mention, intitulé Hist: de France sous

Francois Il & d’en marquer le Prix’. He promises to give the money to whoever brings the
book. Below this, in a different hand, is the seller’s reply: ‘Mr. de Thou a traduis Presque mot
pour mot, la plus grande partie de cette histoire. Elle en a été composée par quelques

Huguenots. Le prix en est quatre Shellings.” The verso of the letter reads, in Mitchell’s hand,

‘A Monsr. Bosset’, and presumably the reply is in the hand of this M. Bosset. Bosset,

102 Aristophanes, Komadiai Ennea [Aristophanis comoediae novem] (Florence: Per haredes
Philippi luntae, 1525).

103 |_ouis Régnier de La Planche, Histoire de I'estat de France, tant de la république que de la
religion sous le regne de Francois Il ([Geneva?]: s.n., 1576).
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apparently, is a French bookseller engaged, like Vaillant, in an ongoing client-seller
relationship with Ellys and/or Mitchell. Nowhere else (in WorldCat, Bibliotheque nationale
de France, or Jisc’s LibraryHub) is mention made of the ‘quelques Huguenots’; it is instead
identified as being the anonymous work of Louis Régnier de La Planche. Regardless of his
accuracy, however, this letter again confirms that Ellys was engaged in interpersonal
relationships with book sellers, and trusted their experience in assisting him with selection

and procurement activities.

Further personal relationships are found in Ellys’s active acquisition behaviour in the many
books he subscribed to. Honeybone and Lewis identify fifty books that he subscribed to
between 1720 and 1742, and many of these, such as the two-volume edition of Horace’s
Opera published from 1733-1737 by John Pine, can still be found on the shelves of Blickling
library.1%* Similar is the direct financial support Ellys provided to the scholar Bernard de
Montfaucon in exchange for his Bibliotheca Bibliothecarum manuscriptorum nova, published
in Paris in 1739.1% A slip stuck to the front pastedown of volume one contains an inscription

in de Montfaucon’s hand:

J'ai regu de M. le chevalier Richard Ellys Baronet Anglois vingt quatre

livres d'avance pour I'ouvrage intitulé Bibliotheca Bibliothecarum nova

en deux volumes in folio, que je promets de lui remetre des qu'il sera

imprimé, moiennant la somme de douse livres qu'il donnera de sur plus

fait ce 25. juin 1734. fr. Bernard de Montfaucon
This is more than Ellys simply paying in advance for the work — he has provided a sort of
stipend to the author to assist him with preparing the book. While different from the
relationship between Ellys and a bookseller, the subscription relationship again is a
relationship based on transactions, and the exchange of different forms of capital. Both
relationships feature, on the one hand, a participant with knowledge and expertise of
bookselling or an academic topic, and, on the other hand, a participant with money. In
transactions with booksellers or authors, Ellys exchanged financial capital for intellectual and

material capital. These interactions also furnished him with social and cultural capital, as they

104 Michael Honeybone and Yvonne Lewis, ‘Ellys, Sir Richard, Third Baronet (1682-1742)’,
Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, Online Ed., 2008
<https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:0dnb/8729> [accessed 9 October 2017].; Horace, Opera
(London: Aeneis tabulis incidit lohannes Pine, 1733).

195 Bernard de Montfaucon, Bibliotheca Bibliothecarum Manuscriptorum Nova (Paris: Apud
Briasson, via Jacobza, ad Insigne Scientize, 1739).
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enhanced and publicly displayed his reputation as a man of taste, intellect, and financial

capacity and as a strong supporter of scholarship.

Like subscribing to books for publication, commissioning bespoke books is an active
procurement behaviour involving putting up money in advance rather than purchasing an
available or offered book. While there is no definitive documentary evidence of Ellys doing
this, it is certainly possible that he did. One book in particular seems likely to have been
commissioned by Ellys: the Blickling Haggadah, also referred to as the Leipnik Haggadah.
While Ellys was certainly not Jewish, he read Hebrew and had a known interest in Jewish
culture and the Hebrew origins of the Christian Bible. This stunning volume was written and
illustrated in Altona, Hamburg by Joseph ben David of Leipnick in 1739 or 1740. It features
sixty-six illustrations, many of full- or half-page size, in bright colours and gold. It contains
the full text of the Haggadah, a Jewish text used during the Passover Seder, and is based on
the editions printed in Amsterdam in 1695 and 1712.1%7 A very similar manuscript, produced
by the same scribe at the same time, was also owned by Sir Hans Sloane (1660-1753) and is
now in the British Library (Sloane MS 3173). It is not clear where Ellys and Sloane acquired
these matching works, but it has been suggested they may have been commissioned from the
scribe himself.%® It is certainly clear that no one owned the book previously to Ellys. It may,
of course, have been produced on spec and bought by Ellys and Sloane. But if bespoke, it
suggests a possible relationship between the two men. If this is the case, it is a revealing
glimpse into Ellys’s active procurement behaviours, and demonstrates the deployment of

significant wealth to gain an object of beauty and prestige.

It is clear that Ellys engaged in multiple behaviours of active procurement, including his
participation at sales and auctions, his relationships with booksellers, his subscriptions to
books of interest, and possibly even the commissioning of bespoke works. This demonstrates
solidly that he was very much engaged in the field of books, understanding how they

circulated, how they were valued, and how to successfully and strategically procure them.

196 ‘'Haggadah for Passover with the Commentaries of Isaac Abravanel ('Leipnik

Haggadah”)].” ([Altona], 1739), Blickling Hall, Running number 6929.

7Emile Schrijver, ‘An Unknown Passover Haggadah by Joseph Ben David of Leipnik in the
Library of Blickling Hall’, Zutot, 2.1 (2002), 170-80
<https://doi.org/10.1163/187502102788638978>; ““Next Year in Jerusalem!”: A Haggadah at
Blickling Hall’, Apollo: The International Art Magazine, November 2004, pp. 66—69.

108 Schrijver, ‘An Unknown Passover Haggadah’, p. 171; Barker, Treasures, p. 126.
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While he was not a professional bookman, he possessed significant knowledge about books
and the book market and engaged the services of professionals to support his own activities
when necessary. Although his library wasn’t as huge as Harley’s or other major collectors of
the period (and is now hardly noticed in studies of early eighteenth-century collectors), he
should certainly be seen as on par with his contemporaries in terms of the behaviours
involved in developing his library and acquiring his books, and his role in the community of

knowledgeable book buyers.

Passive procurement

Although presumably most books in the Blickling library were deliberately acquired,
typically as purchases, it is nevertheless clear that some (perhaps many) arrived in the
collection without Ellys actively procuring them. These books, passively acquired through
family members, as gifts, or as dedication copies, are separate from the more typical
browsing-selecting-purchasing pattern. Instead, they reveal much more about Ellys’s social

position and circumstances than about his private interests and financial activities.

Ellys’s library contains several books that clearly came to the collection from members of his
family. Eight books in the library contain the signature ‘Thomas Hussey’ or the inscription
‘Thomas Hussey his booke’. This very likely refers to Thomas Hussey, second baronet of
Doddington Hall, Lincolnshire (1639-1706), the father of Ellys’s first wife, Elizabeth Hussey
(1687/8-1724). One of these, the Dissertations of Maximus of Tyre, printed at Oxford in
1677, appears in two copies at Blickling, one with the inscription ‘T: Hussey’ and the other
with no marks of ownership.%® This duplicate suggests that Ellys had acquired a copy on his
own either before his marriage or before Hussey gave his copy to his daughter or son-in-law.
Eight other books have evidence of the Hussey family: several have armorial bookplates or
stamps of the family, and one has the name ‘John Hussey’. The 1715 Philosophical
principles of religion: natural and revealed: in two parts by George Cheyne bears the
inscription ‘Eliz H’, which likely refer to Ellys’s wife Elizabeth herself.*'° The Hussey books

do not seem to fit within a particular category or pattern, and range from a Greek New

109 Maximus of Tyre, Logoi [Dissertationes] (Oxford: E theatro Sheldoniano, 1677).

110 George Cheyne, Philosophical Principles of Religion Natural and Revealed: In Two Parts
(London: Printed for George Strahan at the Golden-Ball in Cornhil, over against the Royal-
Exchange, 1715).
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Testament printed by Robert Estienne in 1546, to Edward Stillingfleet’s 1665 Rational
Account of the Grounds of Protestant Religion, to A Discourse of Auxiliary Beauty, or
Artificiall Hansomenesse : In point of conscience between two ladies by John Gauden
(London, 1656).1 It does not seem likely that a wholesale transfer of books from Hussey’s
library to Ellys’s was planned or undertaken; rather, these books arrived separately over time
and represent a familial closeness between the two houses. Doddington Hall remains in
private hands and it is not clear whether the arrangement was reciprocal and some of Ellys’s
books are there; it seems more likely perhaps that Ellys chose or was gifted these books

because of his interest in their printer or subject.

Ellys’s own family was also the sources of several books in the library. Along with his estate,
Ellys inherited his father’s library of over 1200 books.''? Fewer than ten books currently at
Blickling bear any sign of ownership by his father; these are signed ‘Sr Wm Ellis’ or ‘Sir Wn
Ellis’. There is also one book (An Historical Defence of the Reformation by Jean Claude)
with the inscription ‘J: Farrow pr: 5s. Lond: Nov: 16. 1683’, which is probably Joseph
Farrow (d.1692), the chaplain of Ellys’s father Sir William; it seems the chaplain’s book
made its way into his employer’s collection and thence to his son’s.*!® Although with less
commitment than his son, Sir William tended towards the Presbyterian persuasion and it is
unsurprising that this book owned by his chaplain was passed down to his son. Despite the
paucity of inscriptions linking Blickling’s books to Sir William, one of the few pieces of
archival material indicates that many more originated in his library. The Dashwood collection
in the Bodleian Library contains a small number of items relating to Ellys, which landed in
the Dashwoods’ possession when Ellys’s second wife re-married into that family. Among
these is a list of books entitled ‘Catalogue from Nocton’, giving details of several hundred

books. The books are listed in their order on the shelves, where they are arranged by size,

U Tés Kainés Diathékés hapanta [Nouum Testamentum] Ex bibliotheca regia. (Paris: EX
officina Roberti Stephani typographi Regij, typis Regijs, 1546); Edward Stillingfleet, A
Rational Account of the Grounds of Protestant Religion (London: Printed by Rob. White for
Henry Mortlock, 1665); John Gauden, A Discourse of Auxiliary Beauty. Or Artificiall
Hansomenesse. In Point of Conscience between Two Ladies. ([London]: Printed for R:
Royston, at the Angel in lvie-Lane, 1656).

112 Honeybone and Lewis.

113 Jean Claude, An Historical Defence of the Reformation in Answer to a Book Intituled,
Just-Prejudices against the Calvinists (London: Printed by G[eorge]. L[arkin]. for John
Hancock, at the Three Bibles over-against the Royal Exchange in Cornhil; and Benj. Alsop,
at the Angel and Bible in the Poultrey, 1683).
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with each book given an individual running number. Locations are also given (such as ‘the
sixth shelf in the cabinet above the larder’), which give an intimate view of how Nocton’s
books were arranged and stored.*'* Next to about two hundred of these listed books is the
note ‘Sent to London’. Mark Purcell and Honeybone and Lewis have both identified this as a
list of Sir William’s books at Nocton that was drawn up on his death, and interpret the ‘sent
to London’ note as indicating items Ellys chose to remove from Nocton to add to his own
library in London.'*® This seems a likely explanation, and is valuable evidence of what Ellys
chose to do with the sudden injection of over a thousand books into his library. The ones that
were sent to London are on a variety of topics but tend towards histories and works about
religion, topics Ellys was demonstrably interested in. Regardless of the exact particulars of
how family books ended up in Ellys’s library, it is certainly clear that a small proportion of
the library was made up of inherited items. While this is a very passive form of acquisition
activity, there is nonetheless evidence of active selection behaviour in Ellys’s treatment of his
father’s books. While the entirety of his father’s library came to Ellys, and all the books were
technically his possessions, it is clear that some were valued differently from others, whether
materially or intellectually. Those chosen to be ‘sent to London’ were integrated into his own
library and many are still part of the collection. Those that were less desirable presumably

stayed at Nocton and perished in the fire there.

Evidence of other books acquired through family connections is sparse, although examples
do survive. An historicall discourse of the uniformity of the government of England by
Nathaniel Bacon, published in London in 1647 with a Continuation published in 1672, bear
the seventeenth-century inscription ‘Johannes Ellys ejus liber. ex dono domini gulielmi Ellys;
John Ellys 76/7 [i.e. 1676/7]’.1*¢ John Ellys, with his very common name, is not easily
traceable, but may have been a brother of William. There are two other books from a member

of Ellys’s family, albeit a quite distant one. Cicero’s De finibus bonorum et malorum libri

114 <Catalogue from Nocton’, Oxford, Bodleian Library, MS. D.D. Dashwood (Bucks.)
B.12/3/1.

115 Mark Purcell, The Country House Library, p. 220; Honeybone and Lewis.

116 Nathaniel Bacon, An Historicall Discourse of the Uniformity of the Government of
England. The First Part. From the First Times till the Reigne of Edvvard the Third (London:
Printed for Mathew Walbancke at Grayes-Inne-Gate, 1647); Nathaniel Bacon, The
Continuation of An Historicall Discourse, of the Government of England, Untill the End of
the Reigne of Queene Elizabeth (London: Printed by Tho: Roycroft, for Matthew Walbanck,
and Henry Twyford, and are to be sold at Grais-Inne Gate, and in Vine Court Middle Temple,
1651).
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quinque, printed at Cambridge in 1718, and Claude Du Molinet’s 1679 Historia Summorum
Pontificum per Eorum Numismata both have bookplates of Sir Robert Pye (1696-1734),
fourth Baronet of Clifton Campville in Staffordshire.!!’ Sir Robert’s great-uncle, Robert Pye
(ca. 1620-1701), had married the daughter of John Hampden and was thus distantly related to
Ellys (who was Hampden’s great-grandson). Sir Robert only succeeded to his baronetcy in
1724 and so the bookplate must have been applied after that, which gives an eighteen-year
window for the book to have moved from the possession of Sir Robert to Ellys.*® Perhaps
the two men knew each other and Sir Robert gave or sold the books directly to his distant
cousin. But the bookplate in the Cicero volume is defaced, which suggests another owner
between Pye and Ellys. It seems that Ellys procured these two works from another source,
and perhaps he even chose them because of their associations with his relatives in the

Hampden family.

Another way books arrived passively in Ellys’s library is through the receipt and exchange of
gifts or loans. The presentation and exchange of books served to solidify and codify social
bonds, whether personal or formal, and books are thus used as tools of socialization.!° Not
many books in Ellys’s collection show evidence that they were gifts or loans, but these few
confirm Ellys’s position of status among his social contacts. He owned a copy of the 1727
catalogue of Dr Williams’s Library, which was founded from the estate of Daniel Williams
(1643-1716), an English Presbyterian minister, and was based in Red Cross Street in
London.*? The library served as ‘the headquarters of London Dissent’, and Williams’s

influence among Dissenters lasted well beyond his lifetime.*?* Ellys was a Presbyterian

117 Marcus Tullius Cicero, De Finibus Bonorum et Malorum Libri Quinque. Et Paradoxon
Liber Unus (Cantabrigie: Typis academicis, 1718); Claude Du Molinet, Historia Summorum
Pontificum per Eorum Numismata (Paris: Apud Ludovicum Billaine bibliopolam
Parisiensem, 1679).

118 ‘Jtem Record: Historia Summorum Pontificum per Eorum Numismata’, Library Hub
Discover
<https://discover.libraryhub.jisc.ac.uk/search?q=keyword%3A%?20Historia%20summorum%
20pontificum%20%20%?20library%3A%20%22ntr%3Antr%3ABlickling%20Hall%22&rn=1
&for=ntr> [accessed 27 April 2022].

119 Jason Scott-Warren, Sir John Harington and the Book as Gift (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 2001).

120 Bjpliothecae Quam Vir Doctus, & Admodum Reverendus, Daniel Williams, S.T.P. Bono
Publico Legavit, Catalogus (London: typis Jacobi Bettenham, 1727).

121 David L. Wykes, ‘Williams, Daniel (c. 1643-1716), Presbyterian Minister and
Benefactor’, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography Online Ed.
<https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:0dnb/29491>.
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himself; although it is not clear if he knew Williams personally, he must certainly have
known of his reputation. His copy of the Williams library catalogue is in a presentation
binding of navy blue morocco with extensive gold tooling, gilt rolling, and ornamental
stamps, and the title ‘Williams Catalogu [sic]’ in gilt on the spine. The records of Dr
Williams’s Trust indicate that Ellys was among six men to receive a bound copy of the 1727
published catalogue.'?? This would certainly be an appropriate and welcomed present for a
Dissenter with a love of books, and likely indicates Ellys’s financial support of the Library

with this book given as a token of gratitude.

Another gift catalogue is Ellys’s copy of the catalogue of the manuscripts of the Royal
Library of France, and the accompanying catalogue of the Royal Library’s printed books.?
The two were published in Paris from 1739-1753, with the manuscript catalogue issued in
four parts and the printed book catalogue in six. Ellys’s library holds only the first volume of
each, as he died not long after their release; the volumes were both presented to him in 1741.
Both are in French royal presentation bindings of mottled calf with a central stamp of the
royal arms of France, decorated with crown stamps, fleur-de-lys rolls, and monograms in gilt.
The manuscript catalogue bears the inscription, ‘Hoc, cum caeteris ad Bibliothecam Regiam
pertinentibus voluminibus, me decoravit Rex Christianissimus. R. Ellys’. The very presence
of these volumes in the library signals that Ellys was a man of prestige, reputation, and
international renown. His interest in books was known by someone with a position in the
French court, if not the King himself (as Mitchell claims in a 1741 letter to Charles Mackie),
and his high status was unquestionable.'?* This must have been a magnificent present for

Ellys, embodying as it does his interest in books, libraries, and French court culture.

Although it is not in a presentation binding, Ammianus Marcellinus’s Rerum Gestarum might

also be a gift.1?> This work on Roman coins is of obvious interest to Ellys, and his library

122 Alan Argent, Dr Williams'’s Trust and Library (Woodbridge: Boydell & Brewer, Inc.,
2022), p. 45.

123 Catalogus Codicum Manuscriptorum Bibliotheca Regia (Paris: e Typographia regia.,
1739).; Claude Sallier and Pierre Jean Boudot, Catalogue des livres imprimez de la
Bibliotheque Du Roy (Paris: De I’Imprimerie royale, 1739).

124 John Mitchell, ‘Letter to Charles Mackie, 14 March, 1741°, Edinburgh University Library
Special Collections, La.l1.90.1.40.

125 Ammianus Marcellinus, Rerum Gestarum Qui de XXXI Supersunt, Libri XVIII, folio
edition (Leiden: Apud Petrum van der Aa, 1693); Rerum Gestarum Qui de XXXI Supersunt,
Libri XVIII., quarto edition (Leiden: Apud Petrum vander Aa, 1693).
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holds both the folio and quarto versions of this work, both published in 1693 in Leiden by
Peter van der Aa. Blickling’s quarto edition is unmarked, but the folio edition has a note
inserted, reading: ‘To Sr. Richard Ellys, from Mr. Abraham Gronovius, who believed he
wanted this book & sends it to him by Sr. Rd’s very humble servant. Isaac Lawson’. The
book was edited by Jacob Gronov (1645-1716), and sent to Ellys by his son Abraham (1695-
1775), librarian at the University of Leiden where Ellys spent time in his youth; Lawson (d.
1747) was a physician and studied at Leiden University.'?® The note does not clarify whether
the book was a gift or if Gronov expected payment in return, but it does signify a personal
relationship. Ellys was a patron of Abraham Gronov (who dedicated a book to him), and this
copy of Ammianus Marcellinus edited by his father might be Gronov’s favour in recognition

of Ellys’s support.

Many of Ellys’s known personal associates were other members of the Spalding Gentlemen’s
Society, and there is satisfactory evidence in his library of the codification of his relationships
with them through the presentation and exchange of books. Ellys’s copy of Lazare de Baif’s
Annotationes in L. Il. De captiuis, & postliminio reuersis: in quibus tractatur de re nauali,
printed by Robert Estienne in 1549, has the inscription ‘Beaupreo Bell Donum Amicissimi
Viri Thomae Hull. A.M. 1729°.227 Beaupré Bell was a prominent member of the Spalding
Gentlemen’s Society and shared Ellys’s interests in antiquarianism and numismatics, and the
two men certainly knew each other. While no Thomas Hull is identified as a member of the
Society, it seems likely that this is the man listed in Alumni Cantabrigienses who gained an
MA from Jesus College in 1729 and was ordained the following year at Lincoln.'? The
connection to Lincolnshire, the shared interest in antiquarianism, and the presence of this
book in Ellys’s library may suggest a circle of information exchange between these three

men, two of whom were formally connected through the arrangements of the Society.

The relationship with another member of the Society, William Stukeley, also proved fruitful

in acquiring books for the library. Stukeley was an antiquarian, natural philosopher, and

126 G.S. Boulger and Michael Bevan, ‘Lawson, Isaac (d. 1747), Physician’, Oxford
Dictionary of National Biography <https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:0dnb/16199>.

127 |_azare de Baif, Lazari Bayfii Annotationes in L. Il. De Captiuis, & Postliminio Reuersis,
in Quibus Tractatur de Re Nauali (Paris: ex officina Roberti Stephani, typographi regii,
1549).

128 John Venn and J.A. Venn, ‘Hull, Thomas’, Alumni Cantabrigienses (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1922), p. 428.
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physician, and practised in Boston and Grantham, the Lincolnshire regions represented in
Parliament by Ellys. There are several volumes at Blickling that bear Stukeley’s inscription.
Stukeley’s own 1734 work Of the Gout (London, 1734) was certainly a gift and bears the
author’s presentation inscription to Ellys on the front pastedown: ‘Doctissimo Dn. Richardo
Ellys Barrto. Patrono, Observantiae ergo D. Auctor’.*?® The other six books inscribed by
Stukeley were printed before 1700 (four of them before 1500): the majority are works of
ancient history and Classics, subjects well-represented in Ellys’s collection and which
Stukeley undoubtedly knew would interest him. Of particular note is Marcus Welser’s
Fragmenta tabulae antiqua published in Venice in 1591 by Aldus Manutius the younger,
which bears the inscription ‘Ws Stukeley M.D. 1727 on its title page.**® Whether these
books were gifts or loans, it is nonetheless clear that they were books of value and indicate
Stukeley’s great respect for Ellys. Several of the Stukeley books at Blickling are in the
characteristic binding of Thomas Herbert, 8 Earl of Pembroke (1656-1733), and bear
Stukeley’s note that he acquired them in 1722. Ellys’s library also contained at least two
other books from the Earl of Pembroke, identifiable by his binding: Silius Italicus’s Punica of
1471, and the Works of Apuleius from 1488.1% It is possible that Stukeley and Ellys
coordinated their purchasing efforts from the Earl of Pembroke’s library and made joint use
of the spoils, solidifying their social bond and shared respect by the exchange of mutually-

admired books.

There are two other books in Ellys’s library that may be related to William Stukeley. The first
is De proprietatibus rerum by Bartholomaeus Anglicus, translated by John Trevisa and
printed by Wynkyn de Worde in about 1496.%3? Several missing pages and words are supplied
in manuscript, and several different hands have added extensive manuscript marginal notes as
well as lengthy notes about the translator, the author, the paper maker John Tate, and other

printed editions of the work. The initial blank leaf has inscriptions in several hands including

129 william Stukeley, Of the Gout: In Two Parts. First, A Letter to Sir Hans Sloan, Bart.
about the Cure of the Gout ... Secondly, A Treatise of the Cause and Cure of the Gout
(London]: pr. for J. Roberts, 1734).

130 Marcus Welser, Fragmenta tabulae antiquae, in quis aliquot per Rom. prouincias itinera
(Venice: Aldine Press, 1591).

131 Tiberius Catius Silius Italicus, Punicorum Liber Primus Incipit (Rome: Conradus
Sweynheym and Arnoldus Pannartz, 1471); Apuleius, Opera ([Vicenza)]: Impraessa per
Henricum de Sancto Vrso in Vicentia., 1488).

132 Bartholomaeus Anglicus, De Proprietatib[Us] Re[Rum] ([Westminster]: Wynkyn de
Worde, 1496).
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Thomas Emerson, Vicar of Wisbech (d.1635) and ‘Liber Gulielmi Beckett 1715’ (i.e.
William Becket, 1684-1738). A friend of Stukeley, Becket was a surgeon and an antiquarian,
a Fellow of the Royal Society, and an original member of the Society of Antiquaries.*® The
second of these books loosely connected to Stukeley is the Statutes of King William printed in
Edinburgh by Thomas Finlason in 1609.13* An inscription on the front fly leaf reads ‘Mr St.
Amand No. 1 in Panfield Court’. This seems to refer to James St. Amand (1687-1754), a
book collector and classical scholar whose library and coin collection were left to the
Bodleian and Lincoln College, Oxford.'® Stukeley was one of the executors of his will, and
was certainly also connected with him in life. While there is no definitive evidence to confirm
that these two books arrived in Ellys’s library through Stukeley, they are evidence of a
network of scholars and intellectuals interested in history and Classics who participated in the

exchange of ideas and books.

Ellys’s associates beyond the Spalding Gentlemen’s Society were also a source of the passive
acquisition of books. Less is known about these relationships, as little documentary evidence
survives, but the library obligingly provides some few clues as to with whom Ellys associated
and indulged in the discussion and exchange of knowledge. One such is Sir Thomas De Veil
(1684-1746), a London magistrate notorious for his enthusiastic application of the law in the
maintenance of public order.'%® Blickling contains a manuscript copy of his Observations on
the practice of a Justice of the Peace, which was later published posthumously in 1747.13
The work is in De Veil’s hand and is signed ‘TD 10" March 1737°. Accompanying this is a

letter, also in De Veil’s hand, reading:

133 Sidney Lee and Michael Bevan, ‘Becket, William (1684—1738), Surgeon and Antiquary’,
Oxford Dictionary of National Biography Online Ed.
<https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:0dnb/1900>.

134 Auld Lawes and Constitutions of Scotland, Faithfullie Collected Furth of the Register
(Edinburgh: Printed by Thomas Finlason, 1609).

135 W.P. Courtney and M.J. Mercer, ‘St Amand, James (1687—-1754), Classical Scholar and
Book Collector’, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography Online Ed.
<https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:0dnb/24477>.

136 Sugden, “Veil, Sir Thomas de (1684—1746), Magistrate’, Oxford Dictionary of National
Biography Online Ed. <https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:0dnb/38735>.

137 Thomas De Veil, ‘Observations on the Practice of a Justice of the Peace, Intended for the
Use of Such Gentlemen as Design to Act for the County of Middlesex or Citty and Liberty of
Westminster’ (London?, 1737), Blickling Hall, Running number 6871; Thomas De Veil,
Observations on the Practice of a Justice of the Peace Intended for Such Gentlemen as
Design to Act for Middlelex [Sic] or Westminster (London: printed for E. Withers at the
Seven Stars, next the Inner-Temple-Gate, Fleet-Street, 1747).
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Sr. My wife having been excessively ill of the goute in her stomach, has

hindered me from sooner performing my promise. If the little

observations | have made on the practice of a Justice of the Peace, prove

usefull to any of your friends and have your approbation it will give me

great pleasure who am with great respect, truth and gratitude, Sr your

most obedt. most devoted and most humble servant Tho. DeVeil. 10

March 1737.
While Ellys is not addressed by name, it is near certain that it is he to whom De Veil initially
sent this manuscript. Nothing more is known of the relationship between the two men, but
both resided in Westminster and obviously had an ongoing connection. It is unsurprising that
Ellys may have been sympathetic to De Veil’s attempts against moral turpitude. The letter
indicates that De Veil anticipated a positive reaction from Ellys, and subtly suggests that
Ellys might show it to his other friends and acquaintances. This confirms that Ellys must have
been well-placed at the centre of a social circle of like-minded men, among whom circulated

books, manuscripts, ideas and discussion.

Further evidence of Ellys’s reputation and position within bibliophile circles is found in his
copy of the Histoire de [’origine et des premiers [sic] progreés de ['imprimerie by Prosper
Marchand, printed in the Hague in 1740.%*® The book contains an autograph letter, dated 17
April 1740, to Ellys from Marchand himself, who begins by explaining that he knows
through Robert Trevor of Ellys’s interest and expertise on the history of print. Marchand
explains that he has taken the liberty of sending this recently-published work to Ellys, and
requests that he place it amongst his other books. The author continues by outlining how he
has personally cut up the ‘Feuilles d’ Additions’ and pasted the slips into the relevant pages—
he notes that he has done this in only seven or eight copies. Marchand further honours Ellys
by requesting that he oblige the author with the judgements of himself and his ‘divers Amis’.
Marchand is, like De Veil, familiar with Ellys’s reputation, his library, and his social
position, and is keen to ingratiate himself with this man of influence. It seems that instead of
asking for money in exchange for the book, he desires a payment in the form of a favour: that
Ellys might share his work with his circle of associates with similar interests and knowledge.
Another relationship to figure prominently in the discussion of passive book procurement is

Michael Maittaire, already noted above. In addition to providing advice on selection

138 prosper Marchand, Histoire de [’origine et des prémiers [Sic] progrés de I'imprimerie
(The Hague: Chez La Veuve Le Vier, et Pierre Paupie, librairie, 1740).
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decisions, Maittaire gave several books to Ellys as gifts or loans. One of these is a copy of
Homer’s Batrachomyomachia, edited by Maittaire and published in London in 1721.%%° The
Blickling copy has Maittaire’s presentation inscription to Ellys and is missing the list of the
subscribers; it seems that this copy was one of the non-subscription copies that Maittaire kept
for his own use. It is possible that Claude Héméré’s De academia Parisiensis was also a gift
from Maittaire to his friend and sometime-patron.t*° The fly leaf bears a rather confusing
inscription: ‘viro excellentissimo’ in Ellys’s hand, followed by ‘Mich. Maittaire Dr’ in
Maittaire’s hand, and finally ‘R.E.” in Mitchell’s hand. If ‘viro excellentissimo’ is interpreted
as the dative form, then presumably this book was given to Maittaire from Ellys. If instead it
is ablative, then it was likely given by Maittaire to Ellys. It seems unlikely that Ellys would
refer to himself as ‘viro excellentissimo’, so presumably the book originally belonged to
Maittaire, who wrote his name in it before he decided to give it to Ellys, who then noted that
it came from this other most excellent man — of course the book’s current presence in the
library makes this hard to doubt. The close interpersonal relationship between Ellys and
Maittaire is thus reflected in the library. They were friends but also intellectual associates,
sharing interests and ideas, and there is evidence of Maittaire’s respect and admiration for his
friend in his ‘viro excellentisimo’ note. It is clear that Maittaire’s role in the development of
the library and in Ellys’s intellectual life was known to be signif