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Abstract

In the late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries the notion that books were of value only
by virtue of their intellectual utility gave way to arpanded sense of books as both texts and
material possessions. With book production soaring, serious collectors were no longer able to
purchase all worthy books, and personal taste emerged as a major factor in acquisition
decisions. A large private bookltection became an index of status and taste among the

upper classes. Much work has been done on this period of tension and changing priorities in
book collecting, but most scholars have assumed that collectors saw their libraries either as
repositories binformation or as signifiers of social status deployed to impress their friends.
This thesis introduces the idea that libraries have social histories, with varied experiences
between books; rather than looking for a unifying purpose behind a book icoljetcts

valuable to interpret book collecting as an anthropological phenomenon made up of multiple
behaviours. This work is built upon a close examination of the wonderfully preserved early
18th century library of Sir Richard Ellys (168242), now heldy the National Trust at

Bl ickling Hall. El'lysds |ibrary is a strong
little documentary evidence relating to his life or his library. In the absence of archival
material, the books themselves will provelé most al |l the evidence of

The thesis will attempt to answer the question of how we can use the evidence of behaviour

in the books themselves, as opposed to documentary evidence, to illuminate the social history

of this library.It will make use of a biographical understanding of objects, a concept

borrowed from material culture studies, and will posit four stages in the life cycle of collected
books: acquisition, integration, use, and afterlife.

Acquisition is the stage in which a boalas brought into the library. This involves activities

such as browsing catalogues and selecting specific books for purchase. It is clear from
examining EIlysés acquisition behaviour that
purposes in the del@pment of his library. It is also clear that procuring books was a social

activity, and that personal relationships were cultivated with authors, booksellers, and other
collectors. During the integration phase a book became part of the library, andosaned

into the collection. Ellys employed a librarian, John Mitchell, who was particularly involved

in this stage by producing a catalogue of the library and writing his cataloguing code in most

of the books. Examining the activities of integration dertratess how the library as a whole

was shaped to reflect EIlysds interests, pri
such diverse activities as reading, lending, and displaying. The behaviours in this phase make
clear that books were valuednmultiple ways: some were read thoroughly, some were

ski mmed, some were never opened, some funct.i
status. Even after EIlIlysdés death, the books
his heirs. The afterlifphase begins when use ends, with the books metamorphosing into

hi storical artefacts. For EIlIlysbés collection

ownership of the collection. The books are now held in a museum environment and are
interpreted as hiage objects rather than information sources.

By foregrounding the behaviour involved in developing and managing a private library, these

four stages support the notion that libraries have social histories. Examining the evidence of

all four phasesintnei f e cycle of EIllysds books il lustr
paradoxical, but ultimately authentic relationship between a collector and his library.



60The | ibraryé fimeanso many things over t
scholarship, a universal memory, a maze or labyrinth, a repository of hidden or occulted
knowledge, a sanctum, an archive for stories, a fortress, a space of transegadecus of
wealth and display, a vehicle of spirituality, an emblem of wisdom and learning, a mind or
brain, an ordainer of the universe, a mausoleum, a time machine, a temple, a utopia, a
gathering place, an antidote to fanaticism, a silent repgfarountless unread books, a
place for the pursuit of truth. o

Al i ce Cr awf or dThe Bdamngy of thd Libcatyi AcCalidral Histargd. by
Alice Crawford (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 2015), ppxxiX (p. Xvii).

OLi brary history tells us about historic

Al istair Black, 6New Methodol ogies in
Hi s t Lidbrary Bistoryvol 11 1995, pp. 7485 (p. 81).
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Preface

The progress and development of this PhD thesis have been unavoidably interrupted by the
Covid-19 pandemic. Lockdowns and travel restrictions prevented me from undertaking the
research trip to Blicklingdall that | had planned for spring 2020. The Blichliestate itself

was closed with staff on furlough, which meant | was not able to correspond with the
librarian for nearly a year; neither could he continue work with the online catalogue, which
stalled my project further. Archival collections in Norfollgiidon Edinburghand Oxford

were closed for months, and | was also not able to atbemy resourcesAll this entailed a

significant delay to my research.

| am certain that there are things | missmttibooks | did not have a chance to see.
Nevertheless, | was able to undertake sufficient primary and secondary research to complete
my PhD thesis. As pandemic restrictions begin to ease in 2022, | am hopeful that | will be

able to fill in the known gaps ipreparing my work for publication.



Chapter Onetntroduction

This thesis will develop a new approach to the study of private book collecting, based on a
life cycle of four discrete phases identified by distinct sets of behaviourisaan,

integration, use, and afterlife. It will make use of the collection of Sir Richard Ellys{1682
1742) as a case study for this method, undertaking a rigorous examination of the library
catalogue(s), the books of the collection, and what few attecords remain. The concept

of object life cycles is borrowed from Material Culture Studiaadby bringing material

culture studies and an anthropological focus on human behaviour into the field of library
history, this thesis will show that a bi@ghical understanding of objects allows us to see the

complex and nuanced social history of a library.

Sir Richard Ellys of Nocton, Lincolnshire, developed a substantial library of several thousand
items, which is now owned by the National Trust and resnas an almost perfectly intact
monument to his personal interests and wider circumstances. The National Trust is one of the
|l argest institutional book owners in the Uni
collection is this magnificent library, nolaeld at Blickling Hall, a country house about 15

miles north of Norwiclt. Apart from a short essay by Giles Mandelbrote and Yvonne Lewis
accompanying @004 exhibition, this superb library has received comparatively little direct
scholarlyattention® Its unapproachable nature has made it difficult to study: it is physically
remote, access to the books is extremely limited, almost half of the books have only very
rudimentary catalogue records (or are completely uncatalogued), and iicisltiéf

contextualize as it is accompanied by no estate or personal archives. And yet the Ellys library
offers fascinating evidence of the collecting behaviour and social circumstances of its owner,
and a thorough examination is overdue; as such it adfehance to reflect on the methods

and approaches that historians use to study surviving libraries.

! The ideas of object life cycles and a biographical approach to objects are discussed in

Hoskins, O0Agency, BTheldandbgokof MatenatiCulfed.byct s 6, i n
Tilley et al. (London: Sage, 2006), pp.i B4.

2National Trust, OBooks and Libraries Guidebd
<https://www.nationaltrustdiections.org.uk/article/bookandlibrariesguide> [accessed 22

April 2022].

3 Giles Mandelbrote and Yvonne Lewlissarning to Collect: The Library of Sir Richard
Ellys (16821742)(London: National Trust, 2004).



The inherent complexity of this |ibrary, as
book buying was not motivated solely by his scholartgriests, or his desire to own rare

curiosities of early printing; rather, he bought books for a variety of reasons including both
academic and aesthetic considerations. The diversity of his library demonstrates a

complicated, dynamic, and heterogeneoup@se behind his collecting behaviour, which

warrants a closer examination of the social history of this and other private libraries. | use the
termsocial historysomewhat loosely here. It is not intended to recollect the New Social

History of the midtwentieth century: the method is not quantitative and it is not aligned with
left-wing political thought, or indeed with any political agenda. But a library has a social life

and social identity, and its history must be a social history, focusing on thsityizerd

variety of experiences between books, between libraries, and between collectors, as well as
bet ween moments in time. Studying this over
can demonstrate how a | i breoaaligentiymideocialct ed wi t
networks, and how it can make manifest its social context and circumstances, thus revealing

the history of libraries to be inherently a social history.

This introductory chapter will provide an overview of Ellys, and will introgl his library as

the source material for this research project. It will then present and critique existing

scholarship on libraries and book collecting in the eighteenth century, before proposing a new
model for understanding private libraries, forwhieh | y s és | i brary wil |l he
study.

Ellys and his library

The library was amassed by Sir Richard Ellys, and was kept primarily at his home in London.

He was educated by his f at9B)andstgdiecdedgnlarali n Jos
Utrecht after traelling on the Continentis tutor, the German philologist Ludolf Kuster
(1670:1716)thought him the finest Greek scholar in Eurépe.1727 Ellys inherited his
fatherdéds baronetcy (conf e romrat®od and estatE &t Nocten) s g r a

4 Mark Purcell,The Country House LibrarfNew Haven: Yale University Press, 201p.
219-21; Mandelbrote and Lewj$. 10

10



and served as Whig MP for Grantham from 12005, and for Boston from 17417345 A
staunchly religious man, h ereshyesarclurchme mber of
Westminster, near to where Ellys made his home in B&8tozet, Piccadilly. His reputation

was fiercewhen the minister Samuel Say (16¥H43) took over the ministry of the
Dissentingcongregation at Westminster of which Ellys was a prominent member and main

financial supporter, Say wrote of his anxiety onereting this formidable and

uncompromi sing man, described to Say as Oa ¢
mostly in the classical and critical ®way6 wh
(Ellys was not pleased with Say, for reasthat are not clear, and for a time withdrew his

financial backing from the church, leaving Say without the income he had been promised.)

In 1727 Ellys published his first and only book, a study of cymbals in the New Testament
calledFortuita Sacra quius subjicitur commentarius de cymbdlilthough he never

published anything else, Ellys had a reputation for scholarship and leéiesygte Horace

Wal poslwedpse that he édpretended to | ea)dning on
The antguarian John Horsley (168544732) in 1732 dedicated his magnum opugannia

Romana: or the Roman antiquities of BritanEllys® and his dedication aptly illustrates

El'l ysds public per s astablished repatationdnilearnestkes: and hi s

Notwithstanding your industrious concealment of your uncommon
knowledge and abilities, they could not pass unobserved by the ablest of
judges; and all, who have the happiness of your personal acquaintance, are
witnesses of a most becoming pietyldrue virtue.

The FORTUITA SACRA are a lasting monument (though | hope not the
only one you will leave) that the truest concern for religion, and the
greatest knowledge of divine things, are not inconsistent with the most
accurate acquaintance, and prafdest skill, in all the branches of curious

SPaulaWatso) EI | y s, Ri-th4a2)d, (a«cf. 1MNd&tbtyoffParliarhentn cs . 0,
Online<http://www.histparl.ac.uk/volume/171b/54/member/ellysichard 16741742>

[accessed 22 April 2022].

6 Letter from W. Harris to Samuel Say, 20 April 1734, printeB.iiCozensHa r d vy , OLett e
incidental to Seuel Say's calld Westminster]l 7 3 fra@nsactions of the Congregational

Historical Society19 (196064), pp.81i 90, 129 37.

’ Sir Richard EllysFortuita sacra: quibus subijicitur Commentarius de Cymb@istterdam

apud Joannem Hofhout, 1727).

8 Purcell,The Country House Libraryp. 101.

JohnHorsleyBr i t anni a Romana:. Or the Roman Anti qui
(London: printed for John Osborn and Thomas Longman, 1#3@ycak, David Boyd,

OHorsl ey, TD03had) (185U r6a l P h i Oxtosl Digtibnaryof and An't
National BiographyOnline Ed.<https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:0dnb/13819>.

11



and polite | earning. el | wi s h] t hat i n a
may long adorn, and protect the cause and interests of piety, liberty and
virtue.
Much of his reputation was built upon his success as a prolific book collector, and he
managed to develop an impressive collection of many thousands of books and manuscripts.
Upon his death in 1742, his property and estate at Nocton Hall passed to hes\sgeo
Sarah, with the exception of his books. Instead, his large private library went to his second
cousin, Sir John Hobart, the second earl of
home at Blickling Hall in Norfolk. This is tremendously faraie, as a fire at Nocton in the

1830s that destroyed the family archive might otherwise have also swallowed the books.

At Blickling the books were placed in the Long Gallery, which was converted into an
impressive library room, and there they have remained. Blickling has been owned by the
National Trust since 1940; indeed, it was one of the first properties acquired iyish®

The house now contains approximately 12,000 books, which constitute the majority of
ElI'lysds collection as the |library remained |
exception to this was a large sale in 1932, just before Philip Kerr, theldruis ofLothian

and the final private owner of Blickling Hall, gave over the house to the Trust. This depleted
the library of some of its finest treasures; notable among those that were sold are the
Blickling Psalter, an eightkentury Latin Psalter with Old Engh glosses, which now

resides at the Morgan Library in New York City (MS M.776), as well as the Blickling
Homilies, a ninthcentury collection of homilies in Old English, now MS 71at the Scheide

Library at Princetort?

Despite such losses, the shelveB&ti ckl i ng retain the vast majo
books reveal his interests as a book buyer, and demonstrate the diversity of his collecting
priorities. Theareas ot.aw, Classics, anHistory are well represented, and there is a sizable

collection of political tracts and pamphlets. There are clearly blhs used inhis

Y6 0Our Hi s164%0, 188 thitps:faviv.nalionaltrast.orgsuk/whate-
do/whowe-are/ourhistory%20 [accessed 2 August 2018].

11 American Art Associationl)luminated Manuscripts, Incunabula and Americana from the
Famous Libraries of the Most Hon. the Marquess of LothigiNew York: American art

association, Anderson Galleribse,, 1932) ; o6 Bl i gldnt,00@, Homi | i e s
PrincetonWi | | i am H. Scheide Library, MS 30.2; Of°F€E
Northumbria, 730)New York, The Morgan Library & Museum, MS 776.

12


https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/what-we-do/who-we-are/our-history
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/what-we-do/who-we-are/our-history

professional capacity as an MPinthis semiprofessional capacity as a biblical scholar. The

largest categorysiof books relating to theologiew Testaments in parti@n no surprise

given that this wasademiintere$tsBet Whe parhariEntdnded 6 s o wn
for scholarly use, the library additionally contains a large contingent of rare and appealing
treasures, including numerous incunabula, illustraditions,andbooks associated with

illustrious former ownersas well assome fine medieval manuscripts. Despite the 1932 sale,

manyof these works remaiin situat Blickling Hall. Importantly,Ellys also owned a

significant number of catalogues of auctions, sales, and other private collections, along with
several i sts of r arasurdbsgpmk s a wlkirclbuisandadt er est in

demonstrates an understanding of and interest in the widstub& collecting'?

In addition, the library contains a wide variety of books on more unusual tegichcan

alsor eveal something of réakaplar@softpeecolectionial t ast e
devoted to the history of printing and its conmcto the spread of Protestantism, especially

abroad both on the Continent and in the New Wakithiong his books, for examplatean

early Bible printed in 06t knewnhstheElotBibleardn guage 6
numerous volumegsom famed arly printers on the Continent such as the Estienne and

Aldine presse$® The library also contains a large number of works on medicine, natural

sciences, anatomy, and zooldggomewhat surprising given that these subjects were far

from EI | y Ah@e esiderece dlsa sugggsts that other scholars and acquaintances

made use of this collection, andstpossiblethaE| | psés8ci at esd6 interests
collectingi for examplethe large number of books relating to medicine and anatomy,

uncommohy pl enti ful for a gentlemands | ibrary
the needs of his large proportion of medicatiglinedacquaintance©©ne such may have

been his friend William Stukeley (168775), the antiquarian, natural philosopherd a

physician, who was a member of the Royal Society and the Society of Antiquaries, and had

close relationships with Sir Hans Sloane and Sir Isaac Netton.

2 Mandelbrote and Lewis, 6.

BJohn Eliottran,The Holy Bible.: Containi.ng the OId
(Cambridge, MA: Printed by SaralGreen and Marmaduke Johnson, 1663).

“DavidBoyd Haycock, &St uik763), dntiquary\ind Naturalm ( 16 8 7
Phi | osQxijord Bictidnary of National Biography

<https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:0dnb/26743>.

13



One cannot create and organize a library of this scale alone, and fortunately it is possible to

sy something about EIlIlysds most prominent co
his librarian, John Mitchel|16851751) Mitchell ds role and wor k i
revealing about early modern book collecting and library management. Althgumsiaian

by training (there being no formal training in librarianship at the time), Mitchell was

employed by Ellys from 1731 onwards as his libratiaditchell was not new to bibliophile
circleswhenhar r i ved i n EI Hisyletdrssto hées fnend CharfesMatkie,

professor of history dhe University of Edinburgh, show that from as early as 1717 he was

engaged in travel at home and on thei@ent, searching out and buying books for various
clients(unfortunately none are named in the extant correspondéndegd heacted as an

agent for Mackie, attending sales and reading cataldgudentify newly-published or

newly-available books thidne thought Mackie mighwishto purchase. k¢ lettersalsoreveal

that he travelled the Continent performing these duties for otibersHe frequently visited

the libraries of famous and wealthy collectors on his travels, and wrote to Mackie describing
them and t he gener alMitchell was wellcorfnectedBirethelwerlsiof Let t r e
books, androm1735was a member i n his own right of +th
learned society with strong bibliophile tendencigkich Ellys joinedsometime in the late

1720s or early 1730$.The Spalding Society was founded in 1710 by the antiquarian

Maurice Johnson (1688755), who wished to recreate the exciting coffeehouse culture of

London in his provincial hometown of Spalding. The Society eapd steadily, with

members contributing books to the library, presenting papers on natural history, and writing

|l etters detailing antiquarian discoveries. C

included William Stukeley, Alexander Pope, andISaac Newton.

Bp, S. Morrish, 0B ahecambregelHistory of lribraden Briminp 6 , i n
and Ireland, Volume 26640185(Q ed. by Giles Mandelbrote and Keith A. Manley

(Cambridge: Cambridge Urevsity Press, 2006), pp. 2287 (p. 2123); JohnMitchell,

OLetter t o ,Z5MNaveniberk/30MeinbkirgheJniversity Library Special
Collections, La. 1l 1. 90.2 M&ch,l731BdmbutgreUniversity Ch ar |
Library Special Collections, La.ll.90.1.28.

BgLetter t o ,Zbheaembed 21, Btinbukgh @niversity Library Special

Coll ections, La. |l 1 . 90 2Aprilol722 &dinbuagh Eniversityo Char | e
Library Special Collections, La.l.90.1.10.

"Dorothy M. OwenThe MinutetBoo ks of the Spal di ny55Gent | e me
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1981)

14



Mitchell 6s wor k, as wel | as t hehomt¢elbrarf act of

demonstrates a changing world, with specialized skills now necessary to engage with the

emergence of what AlistaionBs$ackehwnd8 cnmalted
societyo. During the Enlightenment, i nfor mat
than a process. Once knowledge was Oreified

6converted into a -rhehgdmigdedlass began to spkcializéh e newl y
professionally in this quantifiable resouréaMi t ¢ hwerk depdesents the

professionalization of the book world, as respectable,-penfiéssional librarians joined the

ranks of the professional booksellers and bmsdn supporting such massive private library

collections andaying the foundations for modern bibliographic research and librarian$hip.

While Mitchell wasnowhere near as wealthy as Elljig, wasbettereducated anbadan

interest in and knowledge bboks to equal or surpass his employ&hile working for

Ellys, Mitchell played an important role in the procurement of books for the library, liaising

with agents at sal es an d? Mandelbrotbandblievsise | | er s on
describe the |ibrary as EIl?agdsalthaughtiisndti t chel | 6s
certain to what extent Mitchell was involved in selection decisions, it is certainly the case that

al most all of the remaining evidence regardi
books is mediated WhHerethelgheMd $ cihep D si ssomast
now is in the organization of these incoming books. His distinctive cramped handwriting is

found all over the Ellys collectiohi:ar mor e t han EIl Il ysés own, whi
handful of his books. He wrote (to a geabr lesser extent) in most of the books, and was

heavily involved in producing the library catalogue. The books themselves (including their

notes and annotations) and the catalogue are the two biggest pieces of evidence available for

understanding MitcHel 6 s r ol e i n t h devdlopntentafithigbjarydselld i ndee

The catalogue that he produced thankfully ac
death. It lists (nearly) every book in the collection, providing details of auttiey, t

publication, and format or size. Mitch&llas able to devise and implement an advanced and

BAl i stair Black, 61 nfor mat i eationsanddhe Eotipdecof ni t vy :
Li br ar y Libdryd#istory, 14 §May 1998), 3945 (p. 41).
19 Mandelbrote and Lewis , p. 9.

20See forexampl@ ohn Mitchel |l , 6Lett er 26t,0 EQh anrbluersy hMa
University Library Special Collections, La.ll.901 . 33; O6Letter to Charl es
December, 17386, Edinburgh University Librar
21, 26.

15



customi zed system to organize EI |l ytsedbs col |l ec
catalogue was organized and written primarily by Mitchell, but contamsmber of other

hands as well. It is very much a working copy, and was continually updated to accurately
reflect the contents of the library. The catalogue was extensively interfered with in the
nineteenth century, with the records cut apart into smsliles and pasted into album

vol umes. Nevertheless, it is still an invalu
especially given that the modern catalogue now being compiled by the National Trust
remains incompletéi t chel | 6 s c a tnatkconfoeaditorsuperwsmg the wa s
production of this catalogue: he also maintained what Mandelbrote and Lewis have identified
as a second catalogéreThe second catalogue is found in ten thick volumes and is mainly
written in an unknown hand, the works luided dating mostly from the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries. To this Mitchell added entries for authors absent from the original list
on the facing rectos, and added works under authors already present in the original hand in
what may have been anatipt at creating a universal bibliography. The contents of this

book list do not accurately reflect the contents of the library, and instead it seems to represent
an academic project rather than the practical functionality of the slip catalelgé listed

t he books o fTheBd twoyxaabogued (aspecialiyrthe slip catalogue) are the main
documentary sources available for studying the library. Other records are relatively scarce,
though not entirely lacking. In addition, | have examined watriotes and letters are

interleaved in the books, and the inscriptions in the books themselves. The research did not
involve, and could not have involved, the close examination of every book. This was
inevitable, due to the scale of the library, but wescerbated by the context of the Coti@
pandemic. Travel restrictions and lockdowns prevented research trips to Blickling, and the
Blickling estate closure and staff furlough meant the Blickling librarian was unavailable for
correspondence and his worktaloguing the library was stalled. To remedy this, a balance

had to be found between discovering general patterns and scrutinizing illustrative examples.

Beyond the library, archival sources relating to the estate can be found in the Norfolk Record
Office, although these of course only pertain to the library after its arrival in Norfolk after
ElI'lysds death. The Dashwood coll ection at th
to Blickling and the books, which must presumably have been mixed hpeintf ami | y 6 s

papers when EI |l ysds seconditheipdirdivedredaNoctoned Si r

22pp. 223.
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Hall until 1766. A collection of letters between John Mitchell and Charles Mackie are to be

found at Edinburgh University Library, all of which date froniber e Mi t chel | 6s t e
Ellys. While these sources are all invaluable, and are made more so by their small numbers,
almost none relate directly to the library or even to Ellys himself. There is thus an enforced
distance between the researcher andubgst, which the present focus on tangible evidence

of behaviour seeks to overcome. It is this (admittedly imperfect and incomplete) surviving
evidence, alongside the library itself, that makes it possible to contribute to scholarly debates

around the hiery of private libraries and book collecting.

Background

It is widely acceptethat book collecting as a cultural phenomenon in Britain began

following the dissolution of the monasteries in the sixteenth centurtharglibsequent

di spersal of their coll ecti é&mshedbsencedfaast, t h
nationalcollection, individual antiquarians suchAaschbishopMatthew Parker (1564575)

and Robert Cotton (1570631) attempted to acquire and guard old and unusual volumes

otherwise at risk of loss. Sixteentind seventeertbentury private libraries were alshe

domain of scholars, whose priority was the acquisition of knowledge rather than the

preservation of history; the contents of their libraries reflected this, focusing on the traditional
topics of the medieval schodtsThe traditional model of schalgt collecting was

encapsulated by Gabriel Nau@&00-1653)in his 1627Advis pour dresser une bibliotheque

which John Evelyn translated into English in 166Maud® s wor k had a profou
on the development of scholarly libraries, and he wdbkrespected as the librarian of the

library of cardinaMazarin Naudé posited three requirements for libraries: first, that the

ZJames P. Carley, 6The [Ieiss paenrds alh eo fS atl hvea gMonnga
in The Cambridge History of Libraries in Britain and Ireland Volume 1: To 16.by

Elisabeth Leedhar®reen and Teresa Webber (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,

2006),pp. 265 91 (pp. 340ff.)

Mo r r i sohg,u e6 Blairb rpa2dd. ans hi po,

25 Gabriel Naudélnstructions Concerning Erecting of a Library: Presented to My Lord the
President de Mesme by Gabri el Naudeus. ; and
(London: Printed for G Bedle, and T Collins, at the Mid@i@mple gate, and J Crook in St

Pauls Churclyard, 1661).
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contents should be encyclopedic and comprehensive; second, that a library should be
available for the use of all who wished fccess; and third, that the rare and the curious

were unnecessary distractions. In other words, books were worth owning because they were
tools for knowledge and study, and books whose information was outdated, superseded, or

unnecessarily ornamented wearot worth bothering witFf

Historians have detected a new mode of book collecting from the late seventeenth century,
embodied by such collectors as Samuel Pepys, Thomas Herbert, Sir Hans Sloane, and

Richard Mead. These collectors fit with what Jeanavdot describes as a new bibliophile
orientation that emerged around the turn of the eighteenth century, as rapid advances in
scientific disciplines created an obvious divide between old and ravilyshed books?

While previously buyers had beencontcesd mai nly with a bookds ut
buyers, fascinated by the rare, the antiqgue and the expensive, took great pains to distinguish
themselves by their ability to find such exclusive items and to develop large specialist

libraries of antique vaoimes.It is clear, when looking at library owners around the turn of the
eighteenth century, that we must consider library formation as a more complex behaviour

than simply buying books on a predetermined set of topics. It is necessary to take a more
sophsticated view of what book collecting meant, and the multiple possible goals, interests,

and purposes behind it. This period marks the emergence of book collecting as more than just

a method of accessing and preserving information but as an exampleofplex

anthropological phenomenon of collecting. A major motivator behind this new style of book
collecting seems to have been a desire to own and consume dRyesslW. Belk argues

that collecting should be understood as a type of material consumpti 6 col | ect i ng i
consumpt i o# Nodongertsoldlyantemdeddar reading and learning, researchers

like Kristian Jensen have argued that rare and antiquated books underwent an economic
reassessment and became expensive consumables in a mérketafn, very much in line

with Bel kds vi ew edaleconsunpion of desirgblealgects. Wheile | ar g e

their intellectual usefulness was diminished, their economic and social utilityTtase.

26 Gabriel NaudéAdvispour dresserune bibliothéque(Paris: chez Francois Targa, 1627) ;
seealsoJ e an Vi ar d o tlgbibliophibe: Isssabinets @divrdsea r e sHistoirei n
desbhibliothéques franmisestome Il:lesbiblioth qu es s o ugime) 1638789 ek n R®
by Claude Jolly (Paris: Promodis, 1988p,. 269289 (. 270).

27 See, for example, Mandelbrote and Lewis, 1718.

90 Nai ssance de.269a bibliophilied,

29 Russell W. BelkCollecting in a Consumer Socigiyondon: Routledge, 199, p. 1.
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parallels the coeval cza forgatheringodditiesinto cabinets of curiosities, in which
collectorsassembled largeollectionsof exotic specimens to displd)The academic value

of these books was reevaluated throughout the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries as they
became whatristanJ ensen call s a o6marketable category

artificial) monetary value far exceeding their economic worth in earlier petiods.

In 1743, the Prologue to Volume Il of the Harley catalogue (produced by Samuel Johnson
and William Qdys for a sale held by the bookseller Thomas Osborne) is evidence for

Jensends position, positing that:

The Price of Things valuable for their Rarity is intirely arbitrary, and

depends upon the variable Taste of Mankind, and the casual Fluctuation

of the Fashion, and can never be ascertained, like that of Things only

estimable according to their Ue.
This interpolation of economics and statirssen consumption into the domain of academic
learning led to wide concern and indignation. For exanipleTatlerd s s at i ri cal f i g
Tom Folio, based on the collector Thomas Rawlinson (16&5), has more books than
brains and becomes a figure of fun in his relentless pursuit of unusual books for his and his
cl i ent s 63Thesé dhanges in sooEdd. economic circumstances, with books being
at once commercial items and expensive luxuries, led to worries in the arena of morality.
Economic changes led to cheaper paper, and technological advances in printing made books
less expensive to produce, ah@vas possible for more people to build a huge collection of
books. At the same time, growing literacy and leisure time along with increasing book
production meant that books were more available to more people, rather than the preserve of
the elite as theipad been previously. There was widespread unease in Britain over moral
decline resulting from a life of extravagance and material consumptiomeadictg material

became a critical ground in the consequent anxiety and tension over declining traditional

0See, forexamplelar i a Zytaruk, O6Cabinets of Curiosit
Kn o wl elUsigeesify of Toronto Quarter/y80.1 (2011), 0123
<https://doi.org/10.1353/utq.2011.0083

31 Kristian JenserRevol uti on and the Antiquarian Book
1815(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 20p1)106.

32 Samuel Johnson and William Oldy@atalogus bibliothecae Harleianae : in locos

communes distributus cum indice auctorfutmandon: Apud Thomas Osborne, [1743])aZ2.
3¥Joseph Addi s dimeTatlér T58(a7 10y ppl 160058. ,
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authority and the moral decay threatened by a life of luxtidgmesRavenremarks on the

Orecurrent t hemed of 6tensionébetween commer

book ownership and collectirig which is still seen today in the antiquarian book market and

its disharmonious priorities of history and commercialism.

Whil e Bel kés si mpl e matezidiconsumptiorisna useful starting | ect i ng

point, collecting is not always the same as straightforward unfettered consumption. Swann
offers a more nuanced definition, describing collecting asrd@r of consumption
6characterized by t hre, saerd ckcdaedtotni,n g aa dffed é naf

t

Swannédés definition I ends itself we l | to book

procurement of a particular type of object.

collected items must Heept and preserved, and it suggests a distinct register of possessions
based on their shared characteristics and separate from the realm of the e&vwyday. n 6 s
definition also makes room for different purposes behind collecting. One scholarly view sees
this period of the early eighteenth century as witnessing a profound shift in the value of

books, arising from the dichotomy between books as, on the one hand, expensive tools for the
scholastic elite and, on the other, endangered artefacts to be restyedsanved. But while

it was possible to perpetuate the weightiness associated with a collection intended purely for
extracting content through reading, it also became possible to follow different priorities in a
collecting habit. An interest in the ramad the curious was common, and books were valued
even if not bought for direct use. Personal taste and individual interests overcame tradition as

the stimulus behind much bodkiying behaviou?! As Ravennotes, this period saw

%%Maxine Berg, O6Luxury, the Luxury Trades, a

P er s p e cTha Oxferd Handbaok of the History of Consumptexh by Frank
Trentmann (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012), pp.i973 . ; | st ve&arly Hont ,

Enlightenment Debat e oTheCmbnadge Histoey ofeEigldeedthu x ur y

Century Political Thoughted. by Mark Goldie and Robert Wokler (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2006), pp. 3418.

% James Raver Fr o m P r o moriptioro Arrartgemerisrfon Reading and Eighteenth
Cent ury L The Practice &ad Representation of Reading in Engladdby James
Raven, Helen Small, and Naomi Tadmor (Cambridge: Cambridge tSitiveress, 1996),

pp. 175201 @.179.

3¢ Marjorie SwannCuriosities and Texts: The Culture of Collecting in Early Modern
England(Philadelphia: Univesity of Pennsylvania Press, 200f) 6

n

0
0

%Gil es Mandel brot e, 0 PEhe amhridde HiQanwnotLibsarie®ihi B o o k

Britain and Ireland Volume 2: 1644185Q ed. by Giles Mandelbrote and Keith A. Manley
(Cambridge: Cambridge Universitydas, 2006), pp. 1789.
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6diversityf orfmasegnd aftummt,i on i n fehisclemssembl y
that thepurpose of a library was reassessed and expanded in the seventeenth and eighteenth

centuries.

Prevous work on private library ownehasoften attempted to categoriages of libraries

and ownersccording to where they fell in the above debates. To do so, however, is to ignore

the human behaviours that underlie the development of a library, and therefore does not take

full account of the intricate and nuanced nature fieate library.Some scholars have
attempted to draw up categories based on the
a book collector. Studies on the history of libraries make much of the distinction between the
haphazard consumption or purceas books, and the development of a particular collection

or library. Mark Purcell differentiates betw
060some sort of calculated intention behind it
bet weemmwlaat i ond >&AMiocthaelScBatts comtrasts treese §ame two groups

with the (unhelpfully similar) itteeformer 6col | ec
simply amass, while the latter have established principles of coll¢€tiay.Purell and

Batts, true collections are definedbbh e i nt enti onal ity and purpos
collecting activities. The problem with this individualiented assessment is that nearly three
centuries separate modern scholars from the book ownguestion; in cases lacking diaries

or correspondence detailing their exact motives and interests, any attempt at rendering visible
their inner thoughts and intentions would be troublingly speculative. It is worth drawing a

parallel with the intentional fiacy argument of Wimsatt and Beardstey not that the
collectord6s intention is irr eldeomadidfailureaifer el y

they imagine only a single intention existed.

A different theoretical approach is one basedhow an owner uses and values his

accumulated books. David Pearson, for instance, distinguishes between a book owner, whose

¥James Raven, ODebat i ngon& BdoksintheBighteemthand t he
Ce nt uibraryds, Information History 29.3 (2013), 196209.

®MarkPurcé | , 6The Country House Library Reasses
Li braryo Ev elbrafHistdry] 18.3 (E002), 4577@ (p. 160); The Country

House Library (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2013)112.

“OMi chael S. Beetnttsu,r yo TChoen cle8ott The BooktCbllectoR43r e B o o |
(1975), 381400 (p.381).

AW, K. Wimsatt and M. C. BeTheSbtwaheeReviedd. T he | nt
(1946), 46888.
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books are bought based on their contents and are preserved in order that they may continue to

be used for their original purpose, amflook collector, who symbolically removes books

from their realm of usefulness and instead values and desires them qua d@iefacts.r s on 6 s
definition of a collector parallels I gor Kop
that are normaji treated as ordinary thingsbut@&e ul | ed out of their us:
becomenore x changeabl e and?*Belkalso takes this véew,@guing that | e s s €
a collected object Oceases to be atfatungi bl e
cannot be exchanged for something of equivalent purpose or economié*vahis.object

oriented approach is more grounded in physical evidence than the indiorceraed

approach, but is also not entirely satisfying. Book buyers must resisbcasédigpn as mere

owners or true collectors in a way that collectors of most other thingstddhere is a very
definite el ement of usefulness to a book in
biological specimen. A book cannot really be pulbed of its sphere of usefulnessvhile an

ancient coin kept in an album and occasionally admired for its beauty and rarity has no use

value at all (it is no longer legal tender), even a book that is never read will never lose its

ability to be used for & original purpose and a new owner may indeed place it back in the

realm of the useable.

Categorizing collectors as being one type or the other is clearly problematic. There is a
danger of seeing the whole |1 bracoyntthehr ough o
differences between books in the same collection. Categorization makes the fundamental
assumption that a book can mean only one thing to its owner; ignoring the dynamic nature of

the relationship between a book and its owner is to imposeleagtisgly static notion of a

library. Instead, it seems perfectly reasonable to assume a breadth and complexity of

motivations behind book collections. It is simplistic to imagine that only a single intention

“?David Pearson, 6Books for Use and Books for
Bibliography, Bodleian Library, Oxford,028).Pearson hasomewhat softened this

distinction in the publishedersion of tlis lecture Boo ks f or KEHer @mhdw®Bo0oikr
Book Ownership in Stuart Englandihe Lyell Lectures2018(Oxford: Oxford University

Press, 2021)pp. 111137, althought he f ol |l owi ng chapt,@p.1386 Cul t u
164) continues tdistinguish between a book owner andloak collector.

¥l gor Kopyatoff, O6The Cultural BiogrTaephy of
Social Life of Things: Commodities in Cultural Perspegtea by Arjan Appadurai

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 199§),6492 (pp.745).

4“RussellWBelk,6 Col | ect or s aThedHar@lobklofeVaterialiCgltoyed. Hy n

Tilley et al. (London: Sage, 2006)p. 534541 (p.539.
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existed behind any library or collection, ahd@siunreasonable to assume that a modern
researcher can accurately understand the psychology of a collectod@@@ars ago. Even
the objectoriented approach of Pearson and Belk does not fully take into account the
necessarily multifarious and heterogeus motivations behind a private library. In the end, it
is not always useful to modern researchers to impose suckcaledelineations between

different types of book owners.

Ellysds |ibrary, because of it sthedefgfingofogeneou
these supposed categories. Ellys bought books to read, as can be seen by his occasional notes,
books for others to read, as can be seethdly occasional notes, books of beauty, as can be

seen by the | ibrary dinadingslamd gppeadarsce, and booke oft s o0 n
bi bli ographical significance, as can be seen
Interestingly, he also collected other items such as Roman coins and medals; these items, as
noted above, don 0 wusefnlressas abbok, arsl anteeremoved feom theirt
intended purpose (when they become O6singul ar
solely economic, historical and social, ratherthanugefli t chel | 6 s catal ogue
compiled and amended facilitate research, bittalso shows evidence of an interest in a

fine binding or a book of exceptional rarity. Many of the books were read to extract content,

but there are a significant siglet that were used in other ways, as tools of display dird se
presentation or as instruments of social networking. Ellys strongly resists categorization as

solely a scholar, an artefact collector, or a rich consumer buying commodities, and thus is an

excellent candidate for my purposes here.

Method

This thess posits a model for studying the development of a library that focuses on the

evidence of behaviour. This approach manages to avoid the intentional fallacy that is too
often present in scholarship on book collecting: the assumption that one can evetandder
the purpose and motivations of an historic figéte D.F. McKenzie argues, in relation to the

intentional fallacy in textual criticisnd he c¢cl aim then is no | onger

4 These other collections never came to Blickling Hall and were presumably dispersed by
ElIlysds heirs or destroyed in the fire at No
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one might seek to define that by an authantdntion, but for their testimony as defined by

their historical us&*®To extend his argument: it is the Kekéhind evidence of behaviour that

is relevant to the study of a bookédés history
indeed a colletor). The model developed heemacompasses multiple behaviours that can be

grouped around four discrete phases in the life cycle of aibaofuisition integration use

andafterlife. These phases do not refer to artificial stages in the life cyedilmfary as a

whole as this would be contrived and misleadingleed, an entire collection is generally not

acquired at a single moment but is accumulated gradually. Instead these processes occur
constantly and continuously, for each book separatelsandnu | t aneousl y. Thi s
emphasis on behaviour manages to incorporate the actions of the collector without making
specious assumptions about his thoughts and intentiongJssmthanaget® avoid the static

view of a collection that is so oftehereault of an objecioriented approaciihe aim,
therefore, i's not to determine EIlysbés inten
or to make a determination of his supposed seriousness as a dolstdad, the Acquisition
IntegrationUseAfterlife (AIUA) model will reveal thenherent complexities of this library,

which complicate previous assessments and categorizations of libraries and collectors, and it

will also indicate why a more holistic view is warrant@étiis multtdisciplinary approeh

will demonstrate how object lifeycles and human behaviours can be examined together to

make manifest the social history of a private library. It will allow individual books to be

viewed alone, but also as they fit into the collection as a wholsatradkes visible the

entire life of a collected book, rather than its function at a single moment in time.

These fousstagedormdistinctc at egor i es for dividing up the
cycle as it relates to its place in the librakgquisitionincludes the activities of searching

and selecting, inheriting, and the receipt of gifts, and involves external players such as sales
agents, booksellers, auctioneers, and former owh#esgrationinvolves creating and

incorporating a unified and meaningful collection out of diverse bookarajusorigins,

through such activities as the application of bookplates and ownership marks, and the storage,
location, and organization of the bookkse of courserefers to reading but also to lending (a

social use to the lender, and an intellectual usiegdorrower). It may also include the use of
books as furnishings and objects of display. The evidence of use comes from annotations,

wear and tear, and records or correspondence. The final pftaskfe, may happen during

46 D.F. McKenzie Bibliography and the Sociology of Text®ndon: British Library, 1986).
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t he or i gi n a kthroughnsellng giving gifts, ®rtlendimg books without return, or
elseafter death when books are inherited or saftiwhen the cycle begins again with a new
acquisition stage for a different collection. Although passing books on to new owners is a
slbject of great interest to modern scholars, it is paramount to remember that more books
have been produced in the five hundoeltl years since the dawn of printing than survive
now, and the majority of books that have ever been owned did not survivepresleat day

As suchafterlife may also include eventual disposal or fgss.

Fundamentally all four processes are social activite®Iving relevant external factors and
agents, rather than being entirely private and individualid.edwsam desdoes books as a
6cul tural tr ans aofinieroonniected peopdéhnd despit thasersavieab 6
aneighteentit e nt ur y pasdiohwascegandeddas an individual adiebooks and
libraries (like all things) are elements of culture andiety and are therefore subject to

cultural and social forces. Examining the environment surrounding a collector reveals his
social context and allows us to visualize the reach of the library and the individual behind it.
Studying the development of ayate library reveal®iow both personal and impersonal
relationships played out during all four stages of the collection process, and demonstrates
how a library is situated in iismmediate context, as well as in broadecial and cultural

environmend; these interpersonal relationships will be examined at each stage

Logic provides evidence for the existence of these four phases, and for dividing them up
according to discrete sets of behavioWlv& have an instinctive connection to the four phases

of aqquisition, integration, use and afterlife. Regarding acquisition, people have an innate
desire to own things that they like and to complete the sets that they have, and this desire was
particularly prominent in the context of the early modern pefidtie imbue acquisition

decisions with personal significance. As observers, we have a strong tendency to infer a

personb6és identity and personality from their

““Lesl i e Howslym, f o6 Bhe kBhtiGasbridge Qompanionto the

History of the BookCambridge: Cambridge University Press, 20pp), 114 (p.5).

“8ibid., pp. 1 and4.

“®James Raven, O6Dém¥6ing Bibliomani a

°Cat herine Carey, O6Modeling Col |l edduinaigf Behayv
Economic Psychology9.3 (2008), 33&47 <https://doi.org/10.1016/j.joep.2007.08.002>.

See alsd.inda Levy PeckConsuming SplenddCambridge: Cambridge UniversiBress,

2005)andNeil McKendrick, The Birth of a Consumer Society: The Commercialization of
EighteenthCentury EnglandLondon: Hutchinson, 1983).
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based on peopl eds pos s e Ppassessiorss topusld amextemaly v, we
visible personaj! Meaning is metonymically placed upon an object because of its closeness

to an admirable person, and books formerly owned by famous collectors -dnawth

historical figures are overwhelmingly desirable and fetch high pridesacquisition process
andselection decisions may have been heavily influenced by friendscarsehold

membersas a col |l ectordés closest personal rel ati
part of the activity of acquisition, as were auctioneers and other booksellerstdemer

owners, whether known personally to the collector or not, were involved in the process of

acquisition by making books available for salépgiving them as gifts.

In terms of integration, there is an inherent difference between referringrooia of books

and referring to a library. The mystique attached to a unified whole or a collection is not

present in relation to a group of separate objects, and is evidence that the process of

integration is a significant on&he integration process maave involved the work of a

personal librarian or assistant of some Kiikk Mitchell) in producing a catalogue or
organizing the books into categories for the
decoratords wor k c oandusiboskehy greating auniformtioekgonthet e t h

shelves.

The differentiation between a library and a cleséidrepository is evidence of the

significance of decisions made during the use phase. Whether or not books are read,

exhibited, or otherwise usetbes not depend on how they were acquired or integrated but is a
separate third dimensiodses of a libraryangedd r om t he col l ectorés pri
library room to the involvement of friends and other acquaintances in a more socially

complex type of use. Allowing external access to their private libraries was fairly common

for serious book collectors of the peritidd well-known example is Sir Hans Sloane, who

wrote of his collections being open to the public and insisted that preservatiba farblic

good was the primary motivation behind his collection of manuscripts and other curiosities.
Although in fact his manuscripts appear to have been little used during his lifetime, Sloane

was committed to the Baconian ideal of scholarly collaimmaand strongly supported the

51 See, for instanc&Gusan M. Pearc@n Collecting: An Investigation into Collecting in the
EuropeanTradition, Collecting Culures (London: Routledge, 1998elk, Collecting in a

Consumer Society

Mar k Purcell, o6The Coudpprgel)House Library Re
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attempt to produce a union catalogue of manuscripts in English libraries to facilitate their use

by interested researchérd.ouis B. Wright cites the earlier example of Thomas Bodley as

another collectowho waswell awareof the value of his books to others around him, as

evidenced in his determination to keep his library accessible to all even after hig*death.

While it is tempting to ascribe this behaviour to purely altruistic motivations, we ought not to
assumethataol | ect or s motivation was simply to b
existed in the territory between public and private and it is useful to think ofwiuseere

granted access as guests, invited to make privileged use of the books.

In a wayafterlife may be the most emotionally charged phase of theplvagse model, as the

books come to stand in for the elapsed life of the collector. There are several modes of

afterlife. The first involves the dissolution or donation of the collection anceteetry of the

books (either as separate individuals or still a coherent collection) into the Acquisition phase,

as happens when a collection is broken up and sold or else donated wholescale to an
institutional library. This mode of afterlife may involuwgany of the same people as

Acquisition such as auctioneers and booksellers, heirs, and the recipients of gifts. There is

often a strong desire to see a collection kept together, and scholars generally refer with regret

to large collections that have besplit up and subsequently dispersed over the wérahd

yet it is this breaking up that allows individual books to remain useful: institutions and

owners spend vast amounts on conservation to ensure the books can continue t6°%e used.

The second mode of afterlife involves the metamorphosis of the collection into an historical
artefactl n t he case of the EIlys collection, for
partially in the care of eharitableinstitution (the Nationalrust), the stated aim of which
involves preserving the nat iwvsitod3WHilethei t age f o

books are never 6used?o, in the sense of bein

“Arnold Hunt, 6SI| oane a sFrom BdeksltolBezoarsoSir Han§ Ma n u
Sloane and His Collectioned. by Alison Walker, Arthur MacGregor, and Michael Hunter

(London: British Library, 2012)pp. 196207 (gp.191and 200).

Louis B.Wrightt6 The Book Col |l ect orThaRivaf CdlléciorandBe nef a
the Support of Scholarship: Papers Read at a Clark Library Ser{iioagrAngeles: William

Andrews Clark Memorial Library, 1969p. 323 (pp.1012).

%5 For example in Mandelbrote and Lewis.

6 While working in the Blickling library, | heard many visitors express sadness that no one

read these books anymore (and subsequent delight upon seeing me!).

576 St g yaRat@nal Trust<https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/strategy> [accessed 2
August 2019].
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books are very infrequent, and usuathature the same handful of items), they nevertheless
gain a new value as heritage objects; they are artefacts from the past, fossilized historical

witnesses.

Most research on modern collectors and collections in the field has taken an ethnographic
appro&h, which is obviously not available when studying historic collections. A large

archive of personal papers or diaries detailing decisions across all four stages of acquisition,
integration, use and afterlife would almost enable an ethnographic analystsatis an
uncommon luxury in this field. Unlike John Evelyn, whose dragords many of his

thoughts relatingo his library, and the collect&dward Harley, whose librarian Humfrey
Wanley kept a detailed diatkiatis invaluable in the study of boabllectingin the early
eighteenth century, most personal archives are not so forthc8hing.l y s 6 sanl i br ar y
extreme casesincethe lack of archive and persdmmapers is virtually complete.lthough
frustrating, this also provides an opportuniaystudy the collection as it is today, without the
distraction of extra interpretation. It is not uncommon for collections to survive without
accompanying archival penumbra, and this allows us to focus on the collgetisethrough
tangible evidence dadctual behaviour rather than a necessarily biased view of the collector.
The AIUA model might therefore be described as an ethnography of olyjgetain

archaeologist studying the material culture of an extinct civilization, the AIUA model
attempts to usonly the concrete and tangible evidence of behaviour, and strives to avoid
anachronistically assigning personal traits to a{dagd collectorThe only thing we know

for sure about any collectors of the period is that fiejormedthe behaviour of dtecting,

and by studying the surviving evidence of that behaviour we can draw conclusions about the
social history of libraries, while keeping the library as the central charatieAMA model
allows us to examinthe social life of individual booksand of E | | {ibsaiy as a wholgin a

coherentlogical way given the scant archival evidence tredack of any personglapers

The AIUA model, therefore, is intended as a useful tool with which to approach the study of
a private |library collection. The focus is
visible behaviours that connect the collector to his books asalcial circumstances. This

model is a way to comfortably and accurately produce a picture of the object life cycle for the

%8 Humfrey WanleyThe Diary of Humfrey Wanley, 171526 ed. by C.E. Wright and
Ransom C. Wright (London: Bibliographical Society, 1966).
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books in a private library collection. It takes itccounthat a single collected item (i.a

book) is not a static thing in egion tothe collector andhecollection, but instead goes
through fourphases in its object life cycle, whichn be distinguished by the associated
humanbehavioursBy taking the notion of the object life cycle from material culture studies,
and conneting this to evidence of human behaviour, this project will uncover and examine
the social history of this private library. In addition, | will demonstrate how the AIUA model
provides researchers witHagical way ofexamining collections in the absendeany extant
document ation about the collector6s motivati
a case studin orderto establishithe validity of the AIUA object life cycle / human behawio
approach, and will therefore shed light aivatelibraries in general. Ellys a good

candidate for this approadhecausdis library has received limited scholarly attention, and
becausdt has a complex and multifaceted nature that makes itsuétd to ahoroughand

comprehensive study.

This thesis will open up a space fwhaviourbasedsocial history in established scholarship

on book owners and libraries in the eighteenth centacprporating approaches from the

history of the book, as well as from anthropology and material cidtudges, will allow a

holistic view of the library and will make manifest its social, cultural, economic, material,

literary, political, bibliographical, scientific, and linguistic contexts. Through this

interdisciplinary lens, the social history of thisrary will be examined as it embodies the

issues of its age, such as the construction and portrayal of identity and the demonstration of
social status and tasteach chapter will focus on one of the four stages and will examine

Ell ys and Miour i brdel ttpdducela auaraad and dynamic view of the

library by assuming and allowing for a complexity of purpose behind the colleCinapter

two, Acquisition, willdiscusshow Ellys browsed available books and chose which to add to

his collectia, noting the variety of motivations behind his collecting behavitiwill also

explore the social context and interpersonal relationships involved in the acquisition of books

for the library Chapter three, Integration, will provide a detailed overwoétine system of

organz ati on employed in the | ibrary, specifica
how integration activities reflectdell | y s 6s own i ntChapterdFéusUsa,nd pr i C
will look at the diverse ways the books werged, from sources of information to tools of

social interactiorand the demonstration of social statiisvill also describe the wayis

whicht he | i brary continued to be used after EI

the continuation of ey of the these same use activitilse final chapter, Afterlife, will
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outline the | arges auction in New York that
United States,andwil i scuss the | ibraryds morNatonadcent |
Trust. It will explore the issues inherent in this significant library collection being held in a

museum environment by a conservation charity, anduwvdbver the benefits and drawbacks

to this arrangement. The chapter will end by presentownalusion to the thesisgvealing

overarching themes to the history of this library dedcribing thedvantagesf the AIUA

model inthe study ofibrary history

By proposing a method to study a private library in the absence of an archive, lymjugst

how this library fits with established work on book owners of the period, and by
demonstrating how this library is representative of its period and embodies the social history
of its age, this thesis will begin to argue for a social history of fiMararies and suggest a

method for its study.
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Chapter TwoAcquisition

The acquisition process is, perhaps, the phase that encompasses the broadest range of
behavioursThe neat ot a l | ack of documentation around
that researchers cannot here rely on the types of evidence often adduced by scholars of library
history. There is no correspondence in his hand, and what little thelisinc hel | 6 s han
makes no mention of purchases, topics of interest, or desiderata. If either Ellys or Mitchell
wrote such information in a diary, it no | on
if they were kept, have long since vanished th®ether of history. Some things, such as the

specific amounts Ellys paid for his books, just cannot be discerned. Many of the books have

prices written on endpapers or pastedowns, but it is impossible to tell if these are related to

El | ys6s {oaprevibus saasaaiion. Certainly, Ellys or Mitchell did not

systematically inscribe in books the price paid, as some other collectors of the period did. If it

was written down elsewhere, the information is now long gone. Nor did they note the date a

book was purchased, which was also not uncommon for eighteentbry buyers. However,

details in the books themselved f er sporadic evidence of EIIly
examplethe propensity of other buyers to write purchase dates in booksccasionally

provide clues as to EI | yDsBeko ludaicobg Flawiis pur c has e
Josephubhas the inscription G6N&s| sl 6APINThiIZIH el T2 6.
in an unidentified hand and must refer to a previous s, but at least makes it clear

that Ellys acquired the book after April 1726. SimilaRgmaines of a greater workas the
inscription 0Sept. 3. 1720 stthisboaktarrivinginper f ect
Ell yso6s | i br ahatgatesSomeguréchases can be dated baserllorownsale

or auctionthat brought a book into his possessisunch ag-ragmenta historicorum collecta

ab Antonio Augustino, emendatduluio Vrsinowi t h t he i nscription 61J
presumablypought from the sale dfie library ofJohn Bridges in 1728Typically, however,

it is impossible to determine a date of purc

i mpossible to draw any meani n-<dyoglhabdsmayc!| usi on

! Flavius Josephuf)e Bello ludaicqVerona: per Magistrum Petru[m] Maufer Gallicum,
1480).

2 William CamdenRemaines of a Greater Worleondon: Printed by G[eorge] E[ld] for
Simon Waterson, 1605).

3 Antonio Agustin and Fulvio Orsinkragmenta Historicorum CollectgAntwerp: Ex
officina Plantiniana, apud viduam, & loannem Moretum., 1595).
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have changed over the course of his life. Another area of selection behaviour that is

frustratingly murky arises when we consider that some books in the collection were not
specifically selected. Some, I f parbofanmany, of
auction lot attached to something more desirable. It is not clear which these are, or indeed if

these unchosen books may have been resold or given away.

This would seem to leave us with a very sketchy picture of the acquisition landscape, and
suggests a very short chapter in which to discuss it. And yet this murkiness is also an

opportunity to think creatively about the process of acquiring books for a libvhat

specific behaviours are involved in that process, and what those behavibicaseimbout

Ellys, his library, and his social conteroadly, acquisition behaviours are those that are

undertaken with the purpose of physically bringing a book into the library. This often begins

with browsing available items, whether by trawling kslwops, scanning book sale and

auction catalogues, and even by attending to word of mouth. Looking at browsing behaviour
casts |light on a collectorés attitude toward
his view of his position in the bodbuying field. Closely associated with browsing is

selecting, which involves choosing which topics or individual books to target and seeking

them out from a former owner, seller, or printer. While SiMaRearce seems to over

emphasizeéhe importance of saetéon (ignoringthe long years of ownership after an initial
acquisitonwhen she insists that 4itisceddnithatseleation t he h
decisions are an important behaviour in the acquisition process. Examining selection
behaviour can reveal a collectords interests
selecting necessitate a degree of relevant kinowon the part othe collector: to stay on top

of relevant catalogues, to identify gaps in the library, and to find the specific items to fill

them.

Books can be procured actively or passively, and the most common means of active
acquisition is througpurchasing. This involves financial behaviours such as budgeting and
the deployment of capital, which can give a strong indication of how much a given book was
valued and how strongly it was desired. As a transaction, purchasing involves interactions

with other parties such as book sellers, auctioneers, former owners, writers, and buying

4 Susan M. Pearc@n Colecting: An Investigation into Collecting in the European
Tradition, Collecting Cuures (London: Routledge, 199®ussell W. BelkCollecting in a
Consumer Sociefy.ondon: Routledge, 199, p. 23.
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agents. This gives us a glimpse of a collect
he cultivated. Subscribing to works, while not the same as purchasamptier way that

books could be acquired during this period. Like purchasing, this is a purposeful behaviour
that can indicate a collectordés intention fo
invested in it. Purchasing and subscribingntheee both active acquisition behaviours.

Passive acquisition behaviours, on the other hand, are those that do not involve an element of
intentionally exchanging financial capital for material capital. Passive acquisitions may

include books received adtgior loans or through exchange: all behaviours involving social

capital and the formalizing of social bonds. This also includes acquisition through

inheritance, another codified social behaviour. Passive acquisition, whether or not it involves
purposefubehaviour to acquire a book, is inherently social and exterfadlysed Close

scrutiny will demonstrate that acquisition is a process, involving multiple parallel and
interconnected behaviours. The evidence presented makes visibirbitahitiesand

variations between books within the libratyring their acquisition phasé&his will

complicate our existing notions of O6typesod6 o
examining acquisition activities together, as a digcstége in the life cyelof a collected

book.

Studying the range of acquisition activities together (as a discrete type of behaviour) makes
visible the patterns and variations between
were a variety of purposes and outcorneind his acquisition behaviour including the
accumulation and mastery of information, an interest in owning rare and unique artefacts, and
the desire to portray a persona of taste, intellect, and social and financial capital. All of these
behavioursnvolve the use of various forms of capital and the engagement with other people

in various roles, and the chapter will examine and discuss these throughout.

Browsing

Ellys made a concerted effort to stay on top of emerging books and information. His
browsing behaviour confirms that he did not desire a library composed only of antique items

of historical interest, but a collection that covered recent discoveries and contemporary
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debates. He subscribed to many periodicals, among them the-emetged typef

reviewing and abstracting journals produced to keep buyers abreast of new publichhtiens.

library contains, for instance, a neamplete run of th&lew Memaoirs of Literaturevhich

was published quarterly from 17225 and translated Continentakliary news and reviews

as well as printing advertisements for subscription to godre-published book§.

The | ibrary also holds many publishersdé cata
books, announcing what titles were soon to be available for purchase from the same

publisher. The margins of these journals and catalogues are sometimes annotatedlvith

pencil dashes, presumably indicating an item of interest. When these annotations are found in
books published during Ellysdés | ifetime that
Ellys or Mitchell added them and that they refer to desiddoa the Ellys libraryThese

book listssuggest thakllys, like other scholars of his dalgada broader social

preoccupation with the increasing amount of information avail&tkeawling and marking

these listsEllys looked to resources curateddasompiled by professionals as an authority on

not just what was available but what was worth investing in, in an attempt to guide his

selection behaviour.

More evidence of EI | y sfdusdinthe seweralicatagpgubseotsalesi o u r
and awgtions that took place during his lifetira@dthat are now found in the Blickling

library.Sever al that are |isted in Mitchell ds han
shelves, but even so the number is not great. This is not unexpected, as it is reasonable to
suppose that Ellys did not regularly have them bound and saved after ttookaikace.

Instead it seems he treated them as ephemera to be discarded when no longer useful or

needed. Despite being few in number, what catalogues do remain in the library demonstrate

an aspect of EIIlysds br owsi handdngaded with theu r . He
field of book buying, ensuring he knew what was available and making the most of

opportunities for acquiring items of interest. While the evidence is scant of Ellys browsing

opportunistically, there is ample evidence thatised catlogues and other book lists to

David McKitterick, o6Bibliography, BiThd i ophi
Foundations of Scholarship: Libraries & Collecting, 165050: Papers Presented at a

Clark Library Seminar 9 March 198&0s Angeles: William Andrews Clark Memorial

Library, 1992), pp. 3161 (p. 42)

® De la Roche, Michel, edNew Memoirs of Literature: Containing an Account of New Books
Printed Both at Home and Abroad, with Dissertations upon Several Subjects, Miscellaneous
Observations. &c(London: Printed for W. and J. Innys, B¢27).
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browse generally. He owned a large number of catalogues and book lists dating from before
he was born or when he was very young. Some of these, such as the 1701 Catalogue of the
sale of Joane de Witt, are annotated carejulNith prices in the marginsWhile Ellys may

have participated in this sale when he was nineteen, it is equally possible that he acquired the
catalogue sometime after the sale was completed. The presence of prices is revealing: they
may suggest an intest in the commercial side of book buying and a curiosity about values,

or that Ellys intentionally sought a catalogue of this particular sale and the only one available
had beermpreviously marked up by a prior owner. The forrmpessibility would indicate

high level of commercial awareness, while the latter indicates a strong desire for any copy of
the catalogue, even this sullied one. Evidence points, then, to the purposeful acquisition of

outdated sale catalogues.

The library also contains a large nuentlof catalogues and lists of books that were not
associated with a sale or auction. Along with many others, Ellys owned th&€h@8gus
bibliothecae Thuana&the catalogue of the famous French collector Jacques August de Thou
(15531617); theCatalogus librorum bibliothecee Raphaelis Tricheti Du Fresmd 662

which listed the contents of the library of Raphael Trichet du Fresne-{6&gl1]); and the
Bibliothecae Cordesianae catalogeempiled by Gabriel Naude (16A®53) in 1643° This
demonstratethat Ellys was well aware of the important role of libraries and collections in
acquiring and managing information, and he sought to learn about their activities. Ellys
evidently admired the authority of other collectors, and owning catalogues of thedtiools
may have allowed him to align himself with a dynasty of collectors of previous generations.
He may have used these catalogues to model his library after the collections of illustrious

men of the past.

His collection also comprised lists of booksmpiled by specialists (as opposed to catalogues

of a physical coll ection): h €he birst pagtdfthef or i ns

" Joannes Georgius Graevi@atalogus Bibliothecae Luculentissim@ée Joanne de Witt,
(Dordrecht Apud Theodorum Goris, & Joannem van Bradihliopolas, 1701).

8 Piere Dupuy, Jacques Dupuy, and Ismael Boull@atalogus Bibliothecae ThuanéRaris:
Impensis directionis. Prostat in eadem bibliotheca. Et apud Dom. Levesque directionis
notarium, via S. Severini., 1679)

% Catalogts Librorum Bibliothecae Raphaelis Tricheti Du Freg¢Raris Apud viduam &
haeredes, Rué du Mail, 1662).

10 Gabriel NaudéBibliothecee Cordesianae Catalogus. Cum Indice Tituloianis:
Excudebat Antonius Vitray ... . Prostant exemplaria apud Laurentium Saunier ..., 1643).
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catalogue of English printelooksprinted in Londonin1595%and John Hartl eyds
Catalogus universalis libmum, an early attempt at a universal catalo&fiMle canagainsee
evidencehereo f  E Irebpgcs for professional and academic authority in compilers of book

lists. He clearly had a genuine interest in the field of books and a desire to learn about them,

not just to buy them. Outdated catalogues, catalogues not related to sales, andsbhoak list

related to an actual collection seem to have a common purpose: as reference works to browse
as time allowed. As with his perusal of 1lite
these reference books allowed Ellys an overview of a colleatieady curated by an expert,

whether a famous collector or a specialist scholar. For Ellys, then, the activity of browsing

was more than just the precursor to purchase; the use of catalogues as reference works is not
only an activity of directly choosingems to buy. In addition, the perusal of these lists

represents an attempt to develop a foeenprehensive list of the entirety of books published:

in other words to make visible the full extent of knowledge and information available beyond

the walls ofhis library, in order to browse it over time. This is understandable during this

period of apparent information overload, as it represents a recognition of the importance of

reliable metanformation and the desire to access it.

The problem with the ev&hce presented in these catalogues is that it is not clear if Ellys

actually read them himself. Instead, this could have been the working collection of Mitchell

or some other figure involved in acquiring material for the library. Nevertheless, it indicates
ElI'lysds positioning of himself as a book <col
issued instructions to Mitchell or another librarian that required the consultation of these
catalogues and lists. If the collection of catalogues was mostly getpby Mitchell, then it

is once again evidence of EIllysés recognitio
relied on the knowledge of Mitchell as an expert in the field of buying books and developing

a library, and he supplied the necessaojstéor Mitchell to undertake this work.

Regardless of who undertook the majority of browsing behaviour or made the most use of
catalogues and reference works, it is clear that serious and dedicated browsing took place on

a continual basis. Ellys had appaieciation for specialized knowledge and authority, whether

11 Andrew MaunsellThe First Part of the Catalogue of English Printed Bookesmdon:
Printed by lohn VVindet [and James Roberts] for Andrew Maunsell, dwelling in Lothburie,
1595).

12 John HartleyCatalogus Universalis Librorur(London: Apud Joannem Hartley
bibliopolam, exadversum HosmtiGrayensi, in vico vulgo Holborn dicto., 1699).
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belonging to Mitchell, a compiler of a specialized list, or a {degd collector, and made use
of this expertise in acquiring his books. His browsing behaviour demonstrates an intention to
stayon top of newlyemerging information, as well as to conceptualize and visualize an

overview of all available knowledge of past and present.

Selecting

Browsing through books for possible acquisition must periodically pique the interest of the
collectorin a specificitem,ancthte | i brar yés auction cathisal ogues
activity of selectingSome of this selection behaviour was very straightforward. For example,

acopy of the catalogue of the 1741 Uilenbroek sale, of which two caglesmain in the

library, is marked up with small crosses in the margins next to items Ellys wanted to

acquire!® Most of thesanarkedbooks are now to be found in the libraityseems Ellys

browsed the list of available items and chose which ones heaa

There is evidence of similar, but crucially different, behaviour in the Biidibtheca

Hohendorfiana, ou Catalogue de la Biblietlue de Monsieur Georges Guillaume Baron de
Hohendorf Ellys had two copies of this, one of which is annotated witallspencil marks

next to certain items in the section@ébinet du Robooks in folio.These are books of

engravings of the treasures of the court of Louis XIV, compiled in the seventeenth century

under JeaiBaptiste Colbert, the librarian of the royallection. The plates were laterre

issued in a second edition as volumes on pap
contains works from both the original and second editibhe.marked books correspond to

books now in the library and listedn Mi t chel | 6s catal ogue. It se
Uilenbroek catalogue, is a case of Ellys identifying items of interest when browsing available

books, and successfully acquiring them from the sale.

Complicating this, however, is the fact that thehdndorf sale never took place. Instead, the
collection was bought in its entirety lye Emperor Charles \for 60,000 guildersind is

13 Jacobus Wetsteiibliotheca UilenbroukiangAmsterdam apud Wetstenium & Smith,
1729).
14 Bibliotheca HohendorfianéThe HagueChez Abraham de Hondt, 1720).
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now held at th@sterreichische Nationalbibliothek in Vienttalhe presence of the marked
books in the library cannot be explained simply by opportunistic buying. Rather, the books
must have been chosen and specifically sought elsewhere. This is a rigorous and strategic
behaviouri it is not passively choosing thing®m a list of available items, but identifying

books to actively seek out and target in the wider book market. Book selection is an area that
has received a lot of attention when studying libraries, which is logical as examining a

I i br ar y 0 seewhlmnbbo&snnvers chosen isssimple, obvious, and necessary. A lot of
research in the field of library history assumes that collectors can be divided into categories
based on whether their selection choices are motivated mainly by a scholarly desire for
information or a material desire for rare and beautiful books as luxury collectibles. This
seems a much overblown distinction, and EI |y

seek substantive content alongside a desire to own artefacts.

TheHohendorf catalogue is one of the only dir
behaviour, but simply examining the contents of his library reveals much about which books

were chosen. While certainly we cannot guarantee that each book in thevibsary
thoughtfully and intentionally selected, it
contents as a general picture of selection behav@urEllys, the selection process was for

the most part aontentseeking behaviour. By examining the Wdbbrary broadly, we can

see that most of the books in EIlysdés | ibrar
prioritizing the acquisition of knowledge and information over aesthetics or rarity. Much of

his selection behaviour revolved aroundihtgrest in particular topics, identifiable from his

reputation and correspondence, the contents of his library, and his own scholarly work. In

addition to several predictable subjects such as law, history, and classics, topics of major
selecting and cadicting activity are: Bibles and religious commentaries (particularly relating

to Protestantism), government and war, numismatics and antiquities, and the history of books
and early printingAs aDissenter and Biblical scholar, it is no surprise to firadhuge

number of books relating to Christianity in general and Protestantism in particular.

Undoubtedly it was this interest that led to his acquisition oHistire ecclésiastiqueles
Eglisesreform®s au royaume de Francé 1580 and others like itothe subject of

Bg1Item Recor d: dBirlfliibiboréahHub Riscdder h e n
<https://discover.libraryhub.jisc.ac.uk/search?g=keyword%3A%20Bibliotheca%20Hohendor
flana&rn=2> [accessed 26 April 2022].
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Protestantism, with a particular focus on its spread on the Contfi@ne book of particular

interest isDigestorum seu Pandectarum iuris ciuilis volumen primum, vndecim libros priores
complectensprinted by Robert Estienne in 1582’El | ys 6s copy i s annot af
by Jean Fileau of Poitiers, a vehement-8ntitestant® As a staunch Protestant himself,

Fil eaubs comments woul d sseeminglyonerotéserd workt o E | |
formsan interesting foiltoEYf s 6 s per sonal r e ltsipgderceistemstnvi ct i
illustratehis attempt to collect works on all sides of the religious debate to create a

comprehensive library. This desire for comprehensiveness is also seen in his possession of a
well-thumbel copy ofA complete catalogue of all the discourses written, both for and

against popery, in the time of King Jame&’IThis list,as well aghe presence of several of

the identified 6discoursesd i n Indhscutliosithr ar vy,

aboutall sides ofthe surrounding arguments and debate

Alongside religion, well represented in the collection are boolgoerrnment, history of
government, and war. The library contains numerous works on French heraldry and the arms
of aristocratic families of Britain and France. The English civil was a topic of endless
fascination to Ellys, and the library contains mapks and tracts on the subject. Ellys

sought in particular any material relating to his gigraindfather John Hampden, in whose
exploits he took obvious interest and jgrids a collector of coins and medals in addition to
books, it is hardly surprising find a significant number of works on numismatics and
antiquities in the collection. The 17d4ables of Ancient Coins, Weights and Measures,

explaindd and exempl jafrefededce book asoatareienacoinsgdhass s e r t

16 Théodore de Bézéjistoire ecclesiastiqveles églisesreforméesav royavme de France

(Anvers [i.e. Genesd| : De | 01l mprimerie de | ean Remy, 15¢
17 Justinian 1 Digestorum Seu Pandectarum luris Ciuilis Volumen Primum, Vndecim Libros

Priores Complecten@aris: Ex officina Roberti Stephani e regione Scholae Decretorum,

1527).

6l tem Record: Digestorum Seu Pandectarum | u
Li bros Pri or keilmary®tHabnistoeect en s 6,
<https://discover.libraryhub.jisc.ac.uk/search?g=keyword%3A%20Digestorum%20seu%20P
andetarum%.20iuris%20ciuilis%20volumen%20primum&rn=2&for=ntr> [accessed 26 April

2022].

19 Francis PeckA Complete Catalogue of All the Discourses WritBwth for and against

Popery, inthe Time of KingJamegllLondon: Printed and sold at
Dodd, without Temple Bar; J. Stag and J. Fox, in Westmauhéadlr E. Nutt and Mrs. Cook,

at the Royal Exchange., 1735).
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thenoted Aur2e5usDenariini Mi tlcéhed | 6s h#nhstemslkelt he rear
that this note is a reference to a s-pecific
book collections are no longer extant and no archival material survives outliningheyat

may have comprised. And yet the evidence of the library suggests that collecting coins and
medals was not a casual hobby to Ellys, but something to which he devoted extensive

intellectual energy and academic research. Indeed, a letter from Maamison(1688

1755, founder of the Spalding Gentl emends So
one of his numismatic books. Other correspondence between Johnson ané Beklupr
(anotherSocietymember) indicates that it was to Ellys that Jamsent a Roman coin for
identification?! Owning these reference works indicates that Ellys was more than casually
interested in his numismatic collections, and that his library facilitated serious scholarly

research into these artefacts.

The history ofprinting was a topic of emerging interest in the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuriesandone which received a great deal of scholarly atterfidilys was fascinated

by this topic himself, and accumulated a great many books on the topic, such @e ldean

Cai ITlhedbsHi st ory of the Art of [fidinventionang, cont ¢
progress in Europgranslated by James Watson from the 1689 French edition (of which

Ellys also had a copy) and published in Edinburgh in Z?18atson included a lengthy

appendix providing examples of typefaces available at his Edinburgh print shop. The library
alsocontainBer nar d v on Deartuétiprogeeksu arte ty@ographicpeblished

in Cologne in 1640, which was released at the two hundredth anniversaeyiofention of

moveable type and which insisted that it was a German invention, not #(kéallinckrodt

al so coined the term 0i nc daonghisaubjextdmsglf,ith i | e EI
clear that he devoted extensive time and shelf space to learning about the topic. Nearly two

20 John ArbuthnotTables of Ancient Coins, Weht s and Measures Expl air
Exempl i fydd i n SLendearPanrted oriJsTensan in thé $trand,d727).

21 The Correspondence of the Spalding @t | e mano6s -1%Gedibgb.y, 1710
Honeybone and M. Honeybone, The Publications of the Lincoln Record Society, 99
(Woodbridge: Boydell Press, 201@p. 70, 8185 92-3.

22 McKitterick, pp. 468.

23 Jean de La Cailllhe History of the Art of Printindrans. by James Watson (Edinburgh:
Printed by J. Watson, sold at his shop and atthe shops of David Scot, and Gewegée St
1713); Jeande LaCailleli st oi r e de lladibramp (ParisnElrez Jean detla d e
Calille, rué Saint Jacques, a la Prudence, 1689).

24Bernard von MallinckrodtDe ortu ac progressu artis typographicé@ologne apud

loannem Kinchium sub monocerote veteri, 1640
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full bookcasesat Blickling are devoted to tretudy of early printingrepresenting a

significant proportion of the library.

Beyond topics of particular interest, anothe
gather complete sets. This is seen in several ivaltime worls in the library, such agouis
SébastiemeNa i n de THistoireeles &mper@usst 1690-1738 in which the sixth

and final volume lacks the loopy signature of a former owner that is present in the other five
volumes; it seems the last book was acquired separately to complete the set and had to be
sourced from a different sellétLikewise Letterswritten by a Turkish spyublished byH.

Rhodesin London a work in eight volumes where the first is from the fifth edition and the

second through eighth volumes are of the sixth edition; this also suggests a piecemeal

acquisition proces®. This desire to complete sets is also demonstrated in one of the few
pieces of archival evidence relating to the
60Pi eces wanting in Sir R, Ellysés Calinet du
of and bother ed by Cabiheedu Raaok sertedhvaas inconiplete,bnidb r ar y
Mitchell drew up this list of the missing volumes with the presumed intent of seeking them
outforpurchasé’( Despi te his effort sted)S@hibrystids set wa
Blickling copy of The true, genuine, Togddressto which is added, An explanation of some

hard terms now in use: for the information of all such as read, or subscribe, adglresse
published in 1710, Afterdghmsfobowed 3he Maice af theAddréssersin ot e
but of that | cannot now procure a C@8§Again, Mitchell made an effort to complete the

set and purposely noted down that he was unable to dinscattempt to form complete sets

is, on the one hand, naturadaeven mundane. Of course Ellys wanted to own all parts of a

25| ouis Sébastien Le Nain de TillemoHtistoire des empereurs: et des autres princes qui

ont regn® dur ant | eghse(RParix ChpzChariés Robusteli 16901 es de
1738.

26 Mahmut, theTurkish Spy.The First Volume of Letters Writ by a Turkish Spy Who Lived

Five and Forty Ye artbefifthigditidn (lsoedonv pimtedl dy,J. Laake, Par i s
for Henly Rhodes, 1693)Mahmut, the Turkish Spyfhe Second [ThirdEighth] Volume of

Letters Writ by a TurkishSpwh o Li ved Fi ve and FortyheYear s,
sixth edition (London: printed H. Rhodes, D. Brown, R. Sare, J. Nicolson, B. @0dlG.

Strahan, 1707)

2’61 nvent orundaed , BOofksr d, Bodl ei an LBudks)ar vy, MS
B.12/3/5.

28 Benjamin HoadlyThe True, Genuine, To#ddress To Which Is Added, an Explanation of

Some Hard Terms Now in Use: For the Information of All Such as Read, or Subscribe,
Addresseq[London]: Sold by A. Baldwin, in Warwickane, 1710).
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work. And yet it also suggests an academic intention to pursue complete information. This is

certainly related to EIlysdés demonstrated n
comprehesnive list of books as a type of metdormation. It is also seen in his development

of a comprehensive collection of works about Protestaniiis.interest in and effort

towards comprehensiveness echoes a style of collecting prevalent in earlieesentdri

influenced greatly by Gabri®laudéand his exhortations of comprehensiverf@s§hile

El'lysds | ibrary does not demonstrate an extr
produce a collection representative of all knowledge as set out by Nhadgis
nevertheless strong evidence otHatirelestedbih.s de s i
It i s evident that much of EIlIlysds selection

accurate and complete information; any putative ciiegolicy was based primarily

around topics of interest rather than aesthetics or rarity. And yet this is complicated by the
presence in the library of quite a few books in duplicate. Why buy more than one copy of a
book? The reason for these must godoelythe contents of the book. If thely motivation

behind selection decisions were to access information, then we should expect to see very few
or no duplicate copies. Ottikely, although generally not verifiable, explanation is that the
second copy ahese may have arrived as part of an auction lot along with a more desirable
item. Other possible explanations abound: duplicates resulting from gifts, duplicates bought
with the intention to give one away, favourite works bought in multiple copies tedtenk
different places, etc., but none of these can be reliably deterntloagkver, one motivation
behind acquiring a duplicate copy can be clearly discernett he i ntenti on to
or Obetter d tetwocopies abthe670Tabulaasaaae geographicae sive
Notitia antiqua, medii temporis, & nova nominum vtriusque Testamenti ad geographiam
pertinentiumby Augustus Lubirf® One is bound at the end of the final volume of a Paris

edition of the Vulgate Bible of 16532 3! The second copy, however, sports the armorial

binding ofKarl Heinrich, Graf von Hoym (1694736)in red morocco, presumably made by

29 Gabriel NaudéAdvispour dresserune bibliothéque(Paris: chez Francois Targa, 1627)

30 Augustin Lubin, Tabulae Sacrae Geographicae Sive Notitia Antiqua, Medii Temporis, &
Nova Nominum VtriusquEestamenti Ad Geographiam Pertinenti(fParis: Typis Petri le
Petit, regis & vtriusque academiae typographi, via lacobed, sub Cruce Aured, 1670).

31 Biblia Sacra, Vulgatae EditioniParis: Excudebat Antonius Vitré, regis, & cleri Gallicani,
typographus, 1651).
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his binders Boyet and Dseeuil*? Hoymwas the ambassador to Paris of Saxony, and
developed a magnificent (and sizeable) library over the course of his life whicoldas
1738 following his suicidé The Hoym copy, in addition to smaller size making it easier to
consult, cara from an illustrious former owner and features an appealing and attractive

binding.

This Hoymbook seems to be an instance of a pattern discernible throughout the library,

where Ellys selected and sought a book as an artefact rather than out of a pure desire for
information. This type of artefasteeking behaviour is appreciably different from the
informationseeking behaviouhat generally dominateéd | | ys 6s sel ection dec
these artefact items were sold in the 1932 Lothian sale before Blickling was given over to the
National Trust, but a substantial number can still be identifieth@shelves of the library

today. Ellys followed several threads in his artefact selection: the pursuit of a specimen or
archetype book, the draw of a historically significant edition, the interest in rarity, the desire

for the prestige associated with allkknown figure, or the lure of a fine bindinlg. referring

to these bookas6 ar t ef act s 6, I do not intend to sugge
were valuednly as objects of aesthetic beauty or prestitgt.it is important to acknowledge

that Ellys was not immune to tteppealb f &écol | ect i bl ed books, and
behaviour extended beyomadsimpledesire for information and content to inclustame

purchases that aimed at acquirspgcific material objects.

Technically, of courseall books are artefacts in the sense that they are produced by human
beings and do not occur naturally. But | use the word here to signal an objecbtissriged

A book becomes an artefact when its significance is drawn not from its contents busfrom i
physicality, whether interpreted visually or tactilely. It is valued in its materiality, and its
economic worth derives from its social value rather than its use Vddaee hitherto referred

to this second tier as mbédamtee fwdncoctds @,s pard meeatd

261 tem Record: Tabul hiwaryHabdDiseoeer Geogr aphi c a.
<https://discover.libraryhub.jisc.ac.uk/search?g=keyword%3A%20Tabulae%20sacrae%20ge
ographicae%20sive%20Notitia%20antiqua%2C%20medii%20temporis%2C%20%26%20no
va%20nominum0vtriusque%20Testamenti%20ad%20geographiam%?20pertinentium%20
%20library%3A%20%22ntr%3Antr%3ABIlickling%20Hall%22&rn=1&for=ntr> [accessed

26 April 2022].

33 Jérome Frédéric Pichofihe Life of Charles Henry Count Hoym, Ambassador from
SaxonyPoland to Frame and Eminent French Bibliophile, 169436(New York: The

Grolier Club, 1899).
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appropriate. A specimen is defined as 6a sin
class; a part or piece of som¥Thametogymcaken as
aspect of a specimen is key, and d#fgiates it from an artefact. A specimen book, in this
interpretation, is regarded academically, and is seen as an archetype of a given phenomenon.

It i s clear when examining the contents of t
most clean identifiable priorities was the attempt to collect specimens of early printing from

several major printing houses of Europe such as the Aldine and Estienne presses. The library
contains numerous Aldines, including the 1514 editioBarfptores rei rustiag which

retains its contemporary binding of gatubled brown goatski?® While Ellyswas not

particularly interested in the history of printing in England, much preferring that of the

Continent, he ownedsmallnumber of works published by Richard Pynson, Wynkyn de

Worde, and William Caxton.

Ellys also had an particular interest in t&tienne printing house, and collected Estienne

books in their hundred3he Estiennes were a family of Huguenots who worked in France

andSwi t zer|l and across several generations fro
catalogue has an entire sectionlidated to Estienne work®ne book particularly associated

with Henri Estienne ibis1554e di t i on of A% Ehe librarg holdsstwomapiesms

of this work, and one bears the note of MiehMaittaire 16681747,Huguenot

bibliographey scholarand personal associate of Elly$joc est primum H. Stephaniae

typographiae specimen. M. Maittaire"6t hi s is the first ¥tem pri
Evidently, Ellys was well aware that this was a specimen of historical significance.

Perhaps the mbsemarkable item in the collection associated with the Estiennes is the large
Dictionarium seu Latinae linguae Thesaugpusblished in France in 1543 by Robert Estienne,

father of Henr*® This work was also owned personally by Henri Estienne and bears his

346 Sp e ci nMED QOnline(Oxdord University Press)
<https://www.oed.com/view/Entry/186018> [acoad26 April 2022].

35 Georgius Merula and Giovanni Giocondidiri de Re Rustica M. Caton{¥enice In
aedibus Aldi, et Andreae soceri, 1514).

3¢ Anacreon;Tiou melg Anacreontis Teij Oddetrans. by Henri Estienne (Lutetiae: Apud
Henricum Stephanum, 1554).

S"Margaret Clunies Ross and Amariti7d7), Classic@o | | i ns
Schol ar and OxfoydDwtypmary pf INaional Biography Online Ed.
<https://doi.0g/10.1093/ref:0dnb/17841>.

38 Robert Estienndictionarium, Seu Latinae Linguae Thesasi(Rarisiis: Ex officina
Roberti Stephani typographi Regii, 1543).
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inscrepthbioml 6ot he c aThld s apaitieularly fasginating artefact, 6
however,agl | f our vol umes b e-arittenAaes asiwéllas smmallt ensi v e
printed slips pasted in, expanding and correctingtitges(which will be discussed further

in the following chapter)interestingly, this book was found by Mitchell before he even

arrived in Ellysdés employ. A | etter he wrote
1730 indicates that he had his eye onDisionarumih e was at the ti me in
circumstances, having oO6had t wo Evidefter sé but b

Mitchell recognized the importaeand significance of this work despite not being

commissioned to purchase it for a particulayér. E1 | ys c¢cl early had conf
knowledge and expertise as a selector of books, and took on both the man and the
Dictionariuminto his library. Absolutely unigue, this was undoubtedly a highly desirable

object for Ellys and a treasure ang his collection of Estienne works.

4

Figure 1 Dictionarium seu Latinae linguae Thesaurus published in Fran
published Paris1543 by Robert Estienne

Along with books from wetknown early printers, the contents of thedity demonstrate

ElI'lysds interest in what may be seen as spec
are perhaps the most obvious example of this type, as they are seen as being an inherently
significant category of books by modern scholarsysd=dlid not seem keen on incunabpéa

se Indeed, given its reputation as a collection of old and rare books, the library has a

®oLetter to Charles Mackie, 4 SGpacay, 173006, E
Collections, La.ll.90.1.26.
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comparatively small number of incunabula relative to its size (I would estimate less than 2%

of the total, although it is hatd be certain given that the library is not yet fully catalogued).
ElI'lysds interest seemed instead to be in ear
indicatingthat they are first editions, suchtag Orationesof Isocrategpublished1493 in

Milan which bears Mitchell 64 inscription 06l soc

E | | gopyoobthel462 Mainz Bible is also identified as a first edition, with Mitchell noting

this in his catalogue entfy.In fact this was an erroneous assessment, but Ellys died before

the 1763 discovery of the earlier Gutenberg Bible in the Mazarin libsauillaume

Francois Deburé?Nevertheless, it is evident that Ellys was pleased and proud to own what

he thought to be such a historically and religiously significant work. This selection decision

was obviously not driven by a desire to read the Bildi#lys had multiple other Bibles,

many easier to read. Rather, this is evidence of a desire to acquire a specific edition because

of its historical importance. The misidentification of this as the first printed edition of the

Bible could explain why Ellysleclined to purchase a Gutenberg Bible when one became

available at the 1724 sale of the library of Louis Henri de Loménie, comte de Brienne (1635
1698)%3 He felt he already owned the more interesting and valuable artefact. Sadly, the
MainzBiblewassal i n 1932 for $19,000 and is no | ong
Anot her early and significant Bible in EIllys
four copies, two of the 1535 first edition and two of the 1550 second etfitme copyof

the 1535 edition was sold in the 1932 Lothian sale, and the other was cannibalized

extensively to make up a perfect copy for sale, but the two 1550 copies remain untroubled in

“Olsocrates| sokr atous Pr os DUmo(Milark Oldericus®Sgrnzenzelerar ai n e
and Sebastianus de Ponte Tremulo, 1493)

41[Biblia latina] (Mainz: Johann Fust and Peter Schoeffer, 1462).

42 Tablot W. Chambers, edlhe Concise Dictionary of Religiohowledge and Gazetteer
seconced. (New York: The ChristiahiteratureCo., 1891) p. 553

43 llustrissimi & Excellentissimi Ludovici HenricComitis CastriBriennij ... Bibliothecae,

Ad Ejusdem Filium Constantiae in Normannia Episcopum Pertinentis, Catalbgadon:
Woodman and Lyon, 1724p. 1 (lot 1)

44 Miles Coverdale, tranBiblia: The Bible, That Is, the Holy Scripture of the Olde and New
Testament, Faithfully and Truly Translated out of Douche and Latyn in tosBegli
([Cologne? Printed by E. Cervicornus and J. Soter?], 1B58is Coverdale, tranThe

Whole Byble That Is the Holy Scripture of the Olde and Newe Testg{@enich]: printed

[by Christoph Froschauer, and S. Mierdman?] for Andrewe Hester, dwellynge in Paules
churchyard at the sygne of the whyte hoesed are there to be solde, 1550).
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the library. One of these, at running number 6852, has a small slipwith Blitcl 6 s not es
comparing oO0ourso6 to OBible Osborned and his
copy, may be supplied out of the othero. It

copy to one offered for sale by Thomas Osborne, akmelvn bakseller in London, and

that he concluded it was a worthwhile purcha
could supplement the dirty pages of EI |l ysos
selected and purchased Ieérstaopyssaid, it rathersbecdused n 6 t
Ellys wished for an unsullied specimen of this Bible that was centthételigious history

of Englandandof Pr ot est ant i s m. ElI'l ysds interest in t|
motivated him to acquireoJh n Wy dlalogoriine librsquattuorof 1525, an

amal gamation of some of Wycliffeds controver
year that William Tyndaleds EnglisH transl at

Ellys also owned a copy of the New Testament edited by Desiderius Erasmus and printed in
Basel in 1519 by Johann Frob®his Bible continued humanist attempts to return to the

sources of early texts which was initiated by the Spanish Cardinal Ximenes wieal tos

print the entire Bible in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin. The Old Testament was published
between1514 517 (EIl lys, natwurally, had a copy of
del ayed by Erasmusdés thoroughnessmacdesséo pereg
a wider variety of source material than was available to most previous editors, and he was

able to determine where the Vulgate, translated by St Jerome in the'eelytéry, diffeed

from original sources. This was distasteful to mainstré@eologians, but the Erasmus

edition was eventually published in Basel. The text was accompanied by woodcuts produced
by Ambrosius and Hans Holbein, which in the Blickling copy are famoured and touched

with gold and silvef!

45 John Wycliffe,Dialogorum. Libri quattuor: quorum primus divinitatem et ideas tractat,
secundus universarum creationem complectitur, tertius de virtutibus vitiisque ipsis contrariis
([Basel]: s.n., 1525);The New Testamentirans. bywilliam Tyndale (Cologne: Peter
Quentell[?], 1525).

46 Desiderius Erasmudlouum Testamentum om{Base! In aedibus loannis Frobenij,

1519).

47 Nicolas BarkerTreasures from the Libraries of National Trust Country Hof&sv

York: Royal Oak Foundation & The Grolier Club, 1999¢) 72
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It seemsevidentthat Ellys valued books like the Mainz and Coverdale Bibles as historically

(and religiously) important texts. But it is clear that some other books were sought out for

their rarity or uniqueness in addition to, or even insteadrof historicakignificanceas

specimens The | i braryds several earl|l y Ogushool b oo
Vocabulorumpr i nt ed by Richard PynsoMedulaa 1509, bou
Grammaticaeprinted by Julian Notary in 1508, which were issued togetrerl_atin

grammarg not academically useful to Ellys, and certainly not particularly attractive or

decorative. The draw with books of this sort, rather, seems to be their sgafcitis edition

of theOrtusthere are now only four surviving copiesdahis copy of théVledullais the

only oneto survive still bound with th®rtus.*® Similarly, the Blickling copy ofLes

illustrations de Gaule et singularitez de Troy Jean Lemaire de Belges (printed in France,
1524) bears Mitchebl8és affdhiserovidesamddteteviderse 6 ¢ u

of an interest in and awareness of ra@ymply owning this and other highly unusual

volumes demonstrated that his library was unparalleled in its contents and thus functioned to

express ElIlysds status

While printed books make up the vast majority of the collection, the liltaocontains

numerous manuscripts. A selection policy that valued rarity would certainly value

manuscripts which are, by definition, absolutely unique. The majority of tHeroporary

manuscript material came from the Netherlands, which was a primehomdikg ground for

ElI'lys. The | ibrary contains, for instance, A
L'histoire des Provinceblnies des PaiBas which was bought by RobaftampdenrTrevor

from the widow of the bookseller Charlies Le
florinso af tinel734(4ceowdingeto ndtes indhee ananbscript itsélfis the

published version i s agdaf®tassumathal thi$ manuBdrigtwas 6 s |

48 Ortus VocabulorunfLondon: Richard Pynson, 1508;r ompt or i u[ m] parull o
clericor[um]: quod apud nos Medulla grajm]matice appellatur scolasticis g[uia] maxi[m]e
necessariu[mjLondon: Impressm per ... Julianum notarium ..., 150Bgrker, Treasures,

p.70

49 Jean Lemaire de Belgdsgsillustrations degaule etsingularitez de TroyéParis: par

Philippe le noir marcha[n]t libraire [et] relieur iure en Luniuersite de Paris demourant en la

gra[n]t rue sainct Jaques a lenseigedadRose blanche couronnee, 1524).

Abraham de Wicquef or tUniesDpsHPeiBa ®] ® e( DHet Peolva
1667), Blickling Hall.

48



selected not to read but as a unique artefac

where he had been educated as a young®han.

A discussion of the | ibrarydés manuscripts wo
its greatest treasures, the An@axon manuscripts now known as the Blickling Homilies and

the Blickling Psalter, both sold in 1932. The former is a collectisenohons dating from the

late tenth or early eleventh century and is mald atPrinceton University Library? The

latter is now MS M.776 at the Morgan Library in New York, and was written circa 730 in

Northern Northumbri&@2 Ellys bought these in 1724dim William Pownall, an antiquarian of
Lincolnshire. Pownall had in fact been intending to sell the two manuscripts to the well

known book collector Edward Harley!“Earl of Oxford and Mortimer (1682741). While

the books wer e i nheldanpletienyobtlse transattighovanall avitedi n g t
ElI'lys to view them at Harl eyds house. Harl ey
of his shock and outrage when Pownall ended up selling them to Ellys instead of to his own
employert*Wa n | e agryestried finake this one of the few extant instances of direct

evidence of Ellys selecting and purchasing books, and it is nearly certain he was not
motivated by a desire to consume their conte
Instead, it se@s he was strongly motivated by a desire to own these unique and extremely

old manuscripts. He valued the cachet of these ancient specimens and may have also enjoyed

the element of competition with a rival collector.

The prestige furnished by auniquermas cr i pt al so seems to have I
seeking items associated with personages of renown. RUs€#Ik explains that social

status is derived through possessing an object that remains strongly associated with someone
else; this is the attciiveness of an autographed baseball card or a dress worn by a cétebrity.

Ell ysds attr a oftthe &stienne@rinting lrousgtended eventtostiestienne
family themselves. Among his Estienne works are several that were actually owned by

51 Abraham de Wicquefort,'histoire des provinceanies, confirn@ & eclaircie par des

preuves authentigu¢¥he HagueChez T. Johnson, 1719).

26 BingkHomi | i es] 6.

B[ Blickling Psalter]o.

5 Humfrey Wanley The Diary of Humfrey Wanley, 1711526 ed. by C.E. Wright and

Ransom C. Wright (London: Bibliographical Society, 19¢).352-3 and 399

“Russell W. Bel k, 6Pos s dosrsalob@ossunzenReseardibe? Ex t e n
(1988), 13968 (p. 149)
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members of the family. The Blickling copy thfe GreelNew Testament, printed by Henri

Estienne in Paris in 1550, was owned by Henri Estienne himself and bears his si§nature.

After Estienne, the book was owned and signediiodoor Jansson ab Almelovg@s57

1712) a Dutch schol ar who wrote a history of t
annotations can be found throughout the book and undoubtedly enhance its illustrious
provenance. | s ale Satylea Sraeaecdrumrpdesi, & RéntaBoruatirs libri

duois found in duplicate in the collection, at running numbers 5437488°" The former

has the distinctive 0C&P06 mark of Thomas Raw
of his sales in the 172@sn d 6 8hizlsEllys participated enthusiastically. The latter

comes from the library of Jedaptiste Colbert (1622683), diretor of theBibliothequedu

Roi from 16611683, whose library was sold in Paris in 1728 and Londd729 andl735.

While the Colbert copy is in a plain limp vellum binding with yapp edges, the Rawlinson

copy has théonour of thearmorial binding of th&tuart royal familyEl | ysés attracti
artefacts associated with French royalty is also evidentgnétradd e Monstr el et 0 s
Chronigueswhich has ink stamps on the title pages of volumes two and three featuring the
phrase O0Bi bl i ot anedly thredfleuy de dyfikély neadeanorengttractive

to Ellys by its French royal provenang®

More common than books with royal associations, though, are books associated with

illustrious scholars. AmongtheseNsar i us Vi ct or i n@Qis®esRha@mesnment ar
published inParisin 1537,which formerly belonged to Joseph Justus Scaliger (1509),

as is noted in the hand of the physician Robert Grey (16@2) of the Royal College of
Physicians of London: 6HI tgPYWhiethimdopsnetsi debat

%6 Ts Kains Diathks hapan{®Nouum lesiChristi D.N. TestamentupEx Bibliotheca Regia.
ed. by Robert Estienne, Editio RegRa(is Ex officina Roberti Stephani typographi regii,
regiis typis, 1550).

" |saac Casaubomle Satyrica Graecorum Poesi & Romanorum Satira Libri DyParisiis:
Apud Ambrosium & Hieronymum Drouart, via Jacobaea, sub scuto solaris aurei., 1605).
%8 Enguerrand de Monstrel&@,hr oni g u e s (RhdsEcheg Guillaume Chaudiere,

1572).

59 Marius Victorinus Rhetoris Doctissimi Commentarii in Rhetoricos M. Tullii Ciceronis

(Paris: Ex offcina Roberti Stephani, 15391 t em Recor d: M. Fabi i Vi c
Doctissimi Commentari.i I rLibr&WyHub Discaveros M. Tul |

<https://discover.libraryhub.jisc.ac.uk/search?g=keyword%3A%20M.%20Fabii%?20Victorini
%20rhetoris?%20doctissimi%20Commentarii%20in%20Rhetoricos%20M.%20Tullii%20Cice
ronis%20%20%20library%3A%20%22ntr%3Antr%3ABlickling%20Hall%22&rn=1&for=nt
r> [accessed 27 April 2022];
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A

bear Scaligerdés annot at i o thatdohavimargidalinbtesamr vy con
the hands of prominent figures of thep&sbr 1 nst anc e, PoBPnaatum e | Hei nsi
published at Leiden in 1606, istakeut hor 6 s pr e Magnificadiro DRetroc opy t o
Pauwio Acad. Rectori, d[omi]no [et] patrono suo [symbol] [symbol] @ufoe. Pieter Paaw
(15641617), Professor and Rector at Leiden UniveySfff he aut hor 6s inscrip
have madethissaesi r abl e object, and it may have com
connections in Leiden. I 't 1 s natsbinsaiptibngof i ns cr i
other prominent scholars that are represented in the lilrae/Academiques de Cicerpn

publishedn 174Q is annotated by David Duranti§g80-1763) who translated the work for

this edition®* Durand was a reformist minister and historian, and his copy likely appealed to
Ellys6s religious inter &3heBRroverlssof Miehhel as hi s i
Apostolius, for example, has the inscribed n
Classical scholars Daniel Heinsius (15B8b65) or his son Nicolaas Heinsius (160681)%3

Similarly,S u e t o Ba MitssGaesarunxll Caesaredeatures notes in the hand of the

Dutch phildogist Pieter Nanninck150057).5* Mitchell remarks oiN a n n i anookatioss

in his inscription on the front flyleaf, indicating that the provenance of this book is

remar kabl e and val uabl e wTheinscriptionsimake enmuet e xt o

this copy of a masproduced printed book.

One more distinatlass of artefact book can be discerned in the library: those that are simply
aesthetically pleasingand distiveée A per fect example is EIIlysbo
Suet obdMitasCaesarum produced f(b4031480)rDeke of Babr&ia t e

%0 Daniel HeinsiusPoematumNova editio auctior emendatiorque: quorseniem aversa

statim pagina indicabitLeiden Apud lohannem Maire, 1606).

1 Marcus Tulius Cicero,Academiquedtrans. by David Durand (London: Chez Paul

Vaillant, dans le Strand, vis a vis de SouthamyStneet, 1740).

261 tem Record: Ac aldbearyHupDisc®verde Ci cer ond,
<https://discover.libraryhub.jisc.ac.uk/search?g=keyword%3A%20Academiques%20de%20
Ciceron%20%20library%3A%20%22ntr%3Antr%3ABlickling%20Hall%22&rn=1&for=ntr>
[accessed 27 April 2022].

3 Michael ApostoliusTou Bizantiou Paroimia]iBisantii Paroemiak (Basel Ex officina
Heruagiana, 1538).

¢4 SuetoniusTranquilli X1l Caesares Ex Uetusto ExemplarmEndatiores Multis Locis.

(Paris Ex of ficina Roberti StephaniLibrargBBuh3) ; 61t
Discover
<https://discover.libraryhub.jisc.ac.uk/search?g=keyword%3A%20petrus%20nannius%20libr
ary%3A%20%22ntr%3Antr%3ABlickling%20Hall%22&at&for=ntr> [accessed 28 April
2022].
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Modena and Reggio in 14523.%° This manuscript, written in the humanist script of the

scribe Johannes of Mainz, is now one of the jewels of the Blickling collection and was lucky

to escape sale in 1932. It is elaborately decorated with illuminated inti@larms of the

Este family, and portraits of the emperors, paitttgdiarco dellAvogaro, the Ferrarese

court bookpainter It is bound handsomely in sixteentbntury goldtooled calf. The book

passed through tHeandsof Queen Christina of Sweden (1688) and likely Nicolaas

Heinsius before Ellys bought it (likely in the Netherlan§3)vhile the royal and scholarly
association provide reason enough to expl ain
great beauty was likely hardtoreslsohand some ar e t he | ibraryds ¢
Cabinet du Robooks. Many of these, suchthe 1674 e s Pl ai sBnchantégle | 61 s | ¢
feature a seventeentientury Parisian presentation binding of red morocco with the gilt arms

of Louis XIV on both upper anidwer board$! The Cabinet deRoibookswere produced

with the intention of being artefacts. They were not academic or particularly informative, but

were instead items to collect, to bestow, and to demonstrate prestige. It seems that Ellys

sought these out with purpose; it is clear that these books were intentamtpliyedas

prestigious and beautiful artefacts.

An appealing binding was also a draw for Ellys. The library contains a number of lavishly
decorative bindings, such as Warks of Lucian of Samosata, published in Venice in 1503

by the Aldine pres& The volume is bound in olive green sixteen#mtury goatskin with a

tooled design of a classical sarcophagus f ea
Aldine volume  H e r oHistotiaeiritesl in 1502, also features a sixteeogimtury

binding, this one of blugreen calf tooled in gilt and blind with a medallion in the centre

featuring a winged woman holding a gldi8&he binding dates from approximately 1570

ad i s certainly French, and may be attribute

®Suetonius, O0[Ab Rhodo Quo p[Er] Tender at

Lib[ Er] Xili E x qa.l1452), Blicklirig H&ll[| Rereing namber 8917.

%61 tem Record: Ab RholdocaryBQub®iscoMerEr ] Tender at
<https://discover.libraryhub.jisc.ac.uk/search?g=keyword%3A%20este%20library%3A%20
%22ntr%3Antr%3ABlickling%20Hall%22&rn=12&for=ntr> [accessed 27 April 2022].

®Lespl ai s i r ®nchthmée todrsesidague( Pari s: de | 01l mpri meri e
soins de Sebastien Mab@ramoisy), 1673).

®8 Lucian of Samosatd,ade enestin en t[dani Opada](Wenitel i @ Loul
Aldus Manutius, 1503).

¥ HerodotusHistoriae Libri Novem Quibus Musarum Inclita Sunt Nomijvenice: Aldus

Manutius, 1502).
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Henr i I 1 6. It was @arofessa at éhe Collegei desrecteurs poyauxf r o m t
androyal Greek poet laureate Jean Dorahi French dukalicolas de Neufvie de Villeroy
(15981685) and has a lengthy dedicatory poem written by DOr&tmilar is a 1497 Book

of Hours from the Aldine pressmall in sizeit was the first Aldine making use of red ink. It

is bound in reddish goatskin over boards, inlaid &itharabesque of darker leather, and with
gilt gesso decoration on the cornérsAnother notable Aldine is Sophocl&sagoediae cum
commentariso f 1502. Thi s i-fermat sereesof dabsits) and emplsyedaal |
new style of type for both Greeind Latin. The volume is in a contemporary Venice binding
of goatskin, with lavish tooling in blind and git The library has several bindin§em Jan

Gr ol i er 0 s  famangtoesPietroCinitod €ommentarii de honesta disciplina
publishedm Florence by Filippo Giunta in 15021t is bound in brown calf with a busy

interlaced pattern of gitiooled arabesques. Stubs of two pairs of green silk ties survive, as

well as some paint on the | &m@wnedibrisdhlion.di ng. I
Grolieridi et amicorumdé at the foot of the wup
viventiumé on the | ower boar d, Opempublishedh gi | t .

by the Aldine press in 1521. It is bound in greenish leatitérgilt rectangular panels

around a gilt arabesque. The upper board has
et amicorumdé at the foot and his other motto
gold.”

Whi | e libriary dossdat contain enough decorative bindings to assume that this was a
main priority of his selection activities, it is certain that it was one among many motivations.
For example, witlsixteenthcentury volumes oPindar the library containsvo copies of

vastly differing appearance. The first, printed at Geneva in 1599, is in an attractive yet
average eighteendtentury binding of sprinkled calf with red stained ed@éhe version

printed at Frankfurt in 1542, however, is encased in a remarkaiding byReinerus

Reineccius Steinheimius (154595)(whose initials and the date 1570 are tooled in blind on

0 Barker, Treasuresp. 65.

L Horae: Ad Usum RomanufWenice: Aldus Manutius, Romanus, 1493ge Barker,
Treasureq. 63

2SophoclesT r a g Plaagaadiad (Venetiis: Aldus Manutius, 1502%eeBarker,
Treasuresp. 66.

3 Pietro Crinito,Petri Criniti Commentarii de Honesta DisciplingElorence impressum est
hoc opus Petri Criniti: opera & impensa Philippi de Giunta bibliopol[a]e Flore[n]tini, 1504).
4 SuetoniusQpera(Venice: Heirs of Aldus Manuis, 1521). SeBarker, Treasuresp. 73

S pindar,[Olympia, Pythia, Nemea, IsthnigGeneva]: Oliua Pauli Stephani, 1599).
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the upper cover)® The binding features images of Biblical figures, portraitReformation
figures(Erasmus, Melanchthon, Luther, and Hus)d heads of Classical figures in

medallions, along with heraldic symbols. This spectacular binding was evidently an object of
great desire for Ellys, combining as it did his interests in Protestantism, Classics, and
beautiful booksThe ownership of bdt editionssuggest that an element of artefaeeking
behaviour was at play in the selection process, and confirm that the desire for an interesting

bindingexisted alongside th@esire to access information.

The question arises as to whether booksthiese, valued for reasons beyond their contents,
should be seen as luxury items that implicitly display status and preé3égainly it is a

luxury to own such a huge number of books, with extensive time and economic resources
devoted to their acquistth and management, but it seamisleadingto treatthe whole

library asevidence f EIl | ys 6 s |I.lmwould bhe maresworthivHileet@onsigdr e
individual books as touchstones or examples of luxury itemsoaredlect ontheir meaning

in thecontext ofcontemporary debateover luxury The question of luxury was much on the
mind of the 18 century, and is unavoidable when discussing display and status derived
through objects. While conspicuous consumption among the elite is palyi@dsociated
with the | ater decades of the century, EI | ys
living and the potential moral decaysignaled Regardless of how Ellys saw himself or what
he desired for his library, this context is undenialelgvantto any studyof books and

private libraries and the practice of collecting.

Maxine Berg offers a nuanced view of luxury, noting that:

Definitions of | uxury have varied over t
6conspicuous CcO0nNs ucomextuabzeds mase !l atl wag&: be
a luxury to one may be a necessity to another. Our recent usage refers to

goods that are widely desired becausy ére not yet widely consumed,

but the word also invokes qualitative attributes of things and activities;

they are O6épleasingbéb, or they offer a
necessities.

She argues that we O0shoul d r etpaecadsititsyax ury goo

contrast filled with problems), but as goods whose principal use is rhetorical and social,

6 pindar,[Olympia, Pythia, Nemea, IsthnhiéFrankfurt Opera & impensa Petri Brubacchii,
1542).
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goods that are simply incarnated signsao. Rat
0the necessity to whighpbheyicaspon®&hesstigged
should be regarded O6as a speci al Airegisterao
model ) [rather t han ] ArmasAppadusaipaisctakesithis vidwaols s o f t
luxury as a register. He identifies the signs of this register as: a restriction to elites (by price

or law); complexity of acquisition (maybe or maybe not as a result of actual scarcity);

60semi ot i ¢ thasignalingofssocialynéssageépecialized knowledge as a

prerequisite for theifiappropriaté consumptiodand strong links to their owner (paralleling

the discussion above as objects of-geffinition and sekpresentation}® IstvanHont

establishe excessive individual consumption as the standard definition of luxury at the time,

and notes that it was a topic of contention for both Christians and more secular republicans.
Critics saw luxury as a product of inequality: themesis of courage, hormand love of

countryd@ Supporters saw it as promoting higher living standards, the circulation of money,

artistic and scientific progress, manners, and happiness of cifz&ngone who has ever

collected discarded buttons or cheap picture postcatbdsonfirm that a large financial

outlay is not necessary to form a collectiand yet the discomfort with luxury consumption

and the suspicion and disparagement of prolific collectors (like Nicholas Gimcrack or Tom

Folio, mocked in the Tatler for theurseless collections and improvident acquisitiveness

make an interesting comparis$iThese collections of buttons or postcards, although not
indicative necessarily of financi al wealt h,

as luxury possessions.

Collecting, as an undeniable practice of excessive (unnecessary) indivadsahyption, was
in constant danger of being seen as a licentious luxury in the eighteenth century. Moral

implications aside, the identifying of book collecting with luxury is not unwarranted.

"Berg,6 L ury thhe Luxury Trades, and the Roots of Industrial Growth: A Global

P er s p e cTha Oxferd FHandbaok of the History of Consumptexh by Frank

Trentmann (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012), pp.i 913pp. 1745).

®Arjan Appadurai, 6Commodi The8xialhifedf ThHjhe Pol it
Commodities in Cultural Perspectived. by Arjan Appadurai (Cambridge: Cambridge

University Press, 1996), ppl &3 (p. 38)

PlstvanHonto The Early Enlightenment Dd&diteate on Con
Cambridge History of Eighteert@entury Politcal Thought ed. by Mark Goldie and Robert

Wokler (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006), pp. 8@ (pp. 379380).

80Joseph Addi s dimeTatley 58710 ppl 1600580 The Wil |l of a

Vi r t urbesTatlér216(1710, 28 29.
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Mandelbrote notes ho&#t he owner s of | i bcopedwitkktee be c ame mo
appearance of their books in the course of this period. Books were turnegdsipamethe

shelves and binders advertised their services to regild the spines to create a uniform

decor at i®vSamuelfPépgsdamously had his bookdbalind to match in ornate

bindings, and took great pains to ensure an even appearance on his shelves, going so far as to
prop up smaller books on blocks of wood to n
Book collections, however, mostly manage@scape the accusations of selfishness and self
indulgencethe activity was condoned wrtueofo ccur ring in the real m
l ei S2Eved. Thomas Osborneb6s catalogue of the F

debate, hoping that:

Our Catdogue will excite any other Man to emulate the Collectors of this

Library, to prefer Books and Manuscripts to Equipage and Luxury, and

to forsake Noise and Diversion for the Conversation of the Learned, and

the Satisfaction of extensive Knowled{e.
(Thisselfconsci ous distindmaounsbet weed abdo&sganp
is slightly undermined by the next sentence, which boasts of the size and importance of the

present collection.)

There are some booksknl | {ibsad that must be seeas belonging to a distinct register of

luxury possessionslis large collection ofCabinet du Robooks, for instance, could be seen

in this way: not used to gain knowledge or for personal edification, but rather to demonstrate

an affinity with the lifegyle displayed in the books and their drawings. These books are

notable, however, in that they were produced specifically as objects of luxury. By design,

they meet most of Appaduraiés criteria: they
theirexpensive materials); they were difficult to acquire because they were produced in

modest numbers (we have seen that Ellys did not successfully manage to acquire a full set);

and they are 0semignalingthfealrl ywneirtsuao siftiecledt s

816 Per sonal Own e €ambridge Bistaryko§Libraries im Britain and

Ireland, Volume 2: 1644185Q ed. by Giles Mandelbrote and Keith A. Manley (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2006), pp. 193(p. 185).

Robert A. Stebbins, 6Ser i oBasificSeiblegicale: A Con
Review 25.2 (1982), 25172 <https://doi.org/10.2307/1388726Russell W. BelkCollecting

in a Consumer Socieffzondon:Routledge, 199, p. 72.

8 Samuel Johnson and William Oldy@atalogus bibliothecae Harleianae : in locos

communes distributus cum indice auctorfimndon: Apud Thomas Osborne, [1743]),

prologue to volume one.
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circleel f |l uxury items are those O6whose principa
functional®*t hen a good example is the fine decorat
Elaborate decorations | uxur vy ; it does not enhance a bo
usability. Particularly beautiful boolstand outas inherently luxury objects, such a$589

manuscript of the statutes and ordinances of the Order of the &arher pages are lavishly

illustrated throughout, and the manuscript is obviously an object of great financial worth and

social prestige. Although Ellys himself was not a member and was in no way explicitly

connected with the Order, his ownership of this beautifully decoratecuamutsously bound

item implicitly associates him with the illustrious figures described therein. Similar is a
Germanmmanuscript Bible in Latin from thiirteenthcentury, with a sixteentbentury

binding featuring St. George and the dragon as well as dnrdi$oliage decoration, along

with a set of brass claspSNone of these decorations is useful or necessary for the purposes

of reading or worship. This is a marked as a luxury item, with the binding presumably

i ntended t o si gn alGodtTheBibke aisoembodes ldxaryio & wapthat t o

is beyond the aesthetic. The decoration marks this item as responding to asuopiakion

rather than a physical necesshyut it s very presence in EIlIlysbo
unnecessaryEllys had numeous other Bibles and did not need this one in order to discover

its contents.

The question of luxury exists alongside and interacts with the criteria of artefacts and
specimens. Artefacts, readers will remember, are objects thalbseeved Their sigrificance

is drawn from their material form rather than their contents. A specimen is a particular type
of artefact that is seen as an archetype or representation of its class and is regarded as an
object ofrigorousstudy.Should luxury objects be interpeel separately from these three
types of books? According to Appadurai and Berg, to qualifylasury an item must belong

to a distinct register of consumpticharacterizedby its social significance. In that way some

artefacts may belong to the category of luxuries, as books that are dissociated from their

8 Berg,6 L u, the leuyury Trades , 175. .

6The Statutes and Ordinaunces of the Most N
Refourmed Explayned Declared and Renued by the Most High Most Excellent & Most

Puissaunt Prince Henry Ye Eight by Ye Grace of God Kynge of England &medwfce

Defender of the Faith and Lord of Ilreland &c
number 6848.

8o Bi bl e. ca. 12 51ihcedtury])]Blcklingnalin Bufn]ng nupberi d

6855.
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ostensible use as reading material in orde@riaritize a social purpose. Artefacts, specimens,

and luxuries are athings that are desirable for some reason, be it intellectual, social,

material, or aestheti®ut a major distinction between luxury books and specimen books is

that a luxury can be produced setfnsciously as a luxury, whereas specimen books only
becomespecimens through the behaviours they are met with. Luxuries can enter the life cycle
already having been marked as luxuries; specimens require the attention of owners, readers or

observers to become marked as specimens.

Thus, the distinction between a specimen book and a luxury book results from their different
lenses of value. The value placed on a specimen book is intellectual and rigorously academic.
Crucially, specimens require expert knowledge to interpret and @udtimpetence to
properly understand or even to r éwmloggromm ze as
libri quattuor is not immediately obvious to an observer without an awareness of its historical
significance. A luxury book, on the other hand, isnediatelyrecognizables such. While
thethirteenthcentury MS Bible requires that the reader know Latin in order to properly

consult its contents, its luxury value is entirely separate from its text and requires no cultural
competence or knowledge to peive. Its decoration and appealing binding do not require

context to recognize as markers of luxury.

Specimens and luxuries are both #yes of the broader category of artefacts. An artefact is
any object that is observed, and that derives value fi®omaterial form. Specimens, as
representatives of their type, are certainly artefacts that are observed as objects of historical
significance. Luxuries, as objects of social significance, are observed as material
manifestations of social, rhetorical analipcal signals. Artefacts, evidently, can be subject

to several lenses of value. It is crucial to note that these different modes of value are not
fixed, but can shift over time and over the course of the AIUA cycle CHirenet du Roi

books, for instare, were produced as luxury items and continued to function in that way
duri ng EI Isgreingte mdrkihimesg ai mareof status with a lifestyle of distinction.
And yet today they are much more likely to be interpreted as cultural specimens,ntapgese

a period of ostentatious opulence in the court of Louis XIV, and material specimens of fine
paper and abundant engravings. Indeed, a specimen must have experienced a shift in its
value, usually from informational to observational valhile artefats, specimens, and

luxuries like these make up a minority of the collection, they are numerous enough to be seen

as a distinct tier or register of the library. It is evident, then, that in addition to selecting books
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for theircontents Ellys also indulgedh the pursuit of historically significant books, rare

books, books associated with famous former owners, and aesthetically appealing books.

It is not clear whether a twstranded approach to book selecting was consciously employed,

orif Ellys simplybaa ght what he wanted when he wanted i
selection behaviour exhibited multiple and sometimes conflicting motivations in his

simultaneous desire for informational books and artefact b&#gardless of whether Ellys

conscously intended to use his luxury objectsatlvertisehis social positionthey would

certainly have had that effe®@ecause luxury objects are inherently social signifiers, their

function must be to exhibit that social message to all obsekrite of course one cannot

determine with confidence exactly how Ellys interpreted and valued the books he selected, it
ispssi ble to draw |l i kely conclusions. 't seem
famous early printersuch as the Estienne and Aldine editiomsre regarded as specimens
representing the whole (unseenumisncabcr pus of th
collections seem to have functioned as specirfanscholarly examinatianThe Homilies

and Psalter manuscripts, too, can be regarded as symbolizing their period and its technology

of information. Thus there is an element of informats@ekingor -preserving inherent in

acquiring and owning these works. But the manuscripts can also be seen as artefacts, valued

in their unigueness and their associated prestige. And certairBathieet du Robooks are

collectible luxuries, not acting as arched to study but as objects of admiration.

The library mustlsohave contained within it books that were selected neither as information

carriers nor as artefacts. This may be termed social selection behaviour, and includes books

chosen for otherpeofiles use. The first example of this |

and reference books identified at the beginn

his care for and developmenttbklibrary. Mandelbrote and Lewis posit that these books

wer e acquired for Mitchell s benefit to instr

l i brary, and they argue that the coll8ction

Despite the paucity of evidence relating to books purchased oli bebthers, it is safe to

assume that at | east some of EIIlysdés selecti
n

circumstances. The difficulty 1is i knowi ng

87 Giles Mandelbrote and Yvonne Lewissarning toCollect: The Library of Sir Richard
Ellys (16821742)(London: National Trust, 2004p. 26.

59



influence in the development of the collection. Whilis is generally not clear, one friend in

particular certainly played a major role in the development of the library through his

informed advice. Mickel Maittaire, the scholar &flassics and typographgnay have

advised Ellys on occasian which books o buy. It is clear thatlaittaire made use of the

|l i brary to pursue his own research, and he f
on their historical significance, such as in the 188&creorwhich he notes was the first

book printedby HenlE st i enne. Maittaire has also noted
Ma u n sTené Hirét part of the catalogue of English printed booKs dhis Adthor is very

exact, and wa s ThaBlicklingrRfrealstee rp av mmlswbme, t oo, bea
assigning it likely date of the eighth century. While it is not clear whether these books were
actually bought on Maittaireds advice, their
the bond these twmen formed based on their mutual interest in the history of books and
printnggThe | i brarydéds copy of the Hoym catal ogue
role in selection decisio®Ne xt t o | ots 4713 (f oursixteefih Ci cer

century) and 4735 (twelve works on a@tholic subjects, mainly Jesuits in France, dating

fromthemids event eenth century), Mitchell has wri.
present in the Blickling | i bngua hissuggests ar e t he
either that they were purchased by EIlysbés a

them there himself and Mitchell noted this down. Either way, the two men seem to have

coordinated or discussed their activities at this largk Isale.

The opaqueness of much of EIllysbés selection
browsing and selecting behaviour. The above discussion of his choices and priorities
demonstrates that Ellys does noeficlusivelyinto either the scholbr collector mould,

motivated by a desire for information, or the materialistic collector mould, striving to

enhance his soci al status through the purcha
a vast number of books that must have been selext carriers of desired content,

representing topics of scholarly interest. But it also comprises numerous books that must be
interpreted as artefacts of material attraction. Even withéncéitegory ofirtefact objects,

however some were certainly ragded as specimens, warranting cloggrousscrutiny as

archetypes of their kind. The boundaries between the different strands of motivation or

8 Gabriel Martin,Catalogus Librorum Bibliothecae lllustrissimi Viri Caroli Henrici Comitis
de Hoym(Paris: apud Gabrielem & Claudium Martin, via Jacobeea, ad insigne stellee, 1738).
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patterns of behaviour are fuzzy. One does not preclude or undermine the other, and Ellys
seems to have beeenfectly comfortable prioritizing both. It is clear that he was motivated

by a variety of priorities, and his behaviour exhibits understandable variations.

Active ProcuremerandPurchasing

So far, this discussion of acquisition behaviours has foauséaly on private activities of

browsing and selecting: the expression of personal choice and private motivation in advance

of actual acquisition activities. The rest of this chapter will be concerned with the processes

of procurement, or the actual agsjtion of books, which has a much stronger connection

with external factors and EIlysds social <con
activities, the discussion wilhtroducea distinction between active and passive procurement

in the develpment of the library. Active procurement refers generally to purchased items;

this section will discuss EIlIlysbés activity a
interaction with booksellers, books he contributed to through subscription, aitérartbat

was possibly commissioned. It will examine how Ellys deployed his financial resources to

procure books and cultivakelpful relationships.

Without a doubt, Ellys was a major presence at book sales and auctions of the early
eighteenthcentury. n a | etter to Mackie in May 1732 Mi
& still [is], very busy about books, Sir Richard Ellys having lately bought as many as come to
some hundreds of pounds, which belonged to a Nobleman latel§®&éany of his books

contain names or other ownership marks of former owners, many of which can assist in
discerning where Ellys purchased them. Although the 1732 sale Mitecbrtionscannot be

definitively identified, it must have been a splendid and bountiful collectiobwious

interestto EllysMi t c hel | notes that O0the most part ar
editions, large paper, and very neat; many of them are Prints, among which are several of the

Cabi net *@Bvan b&aeyhe idherited from his father in 1727 he participated

8¥6Letter to Char | 20s Neadd knibeu,r gth7 Usaiyw,e ris7i3t y Li t
Collections, La.l1.90.1.33
0 ibid.
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enthusiastically at book sales, spending what must have been a lot of money to purchase

numerousd o0 o k s . He purchased more than ten books
in1711,whih can be identified now from the i1inscr.i
he bought at | east six books from the | ibrar

bookplate on their flyleaves. He bought several books from the personal oallefcEtienne
Baluze (163601718), librarian to JeaBaptiste Colbert, whose library was sold in 1719,
i ncludi ng Haentationwmeprascetadeorum libri vigintnich features the

inscription 6Steph%nus Baluzius Tutelensisbd.

When the libraryof the barrister and bibliophile Thomas Rawlinson (:&825) was sold

over the course of the 1720s and 30s, Ellys participated eagerly. It is not clear exactly how

many books in his library came from Rawlinson, butas certainly well over a hundreddn

may be closer to two. Many of these bear Raw
perfect) mark. In many ways Rawlinson waso#ectorsimilar to Ellys, eager to acquire both
information and artefacts, and it makes sense that Ellys would have etijeyggportunity

to purchase from this collection already curated by a respected collé@g@desaw the sale

in London of the books dfouis-Henri de Loménie, comte de Brienne (16308) by the

booksellers Woodman and Lyon. There are about twentybooks EI1 | ysds | i brary
armorial binding ol.oménie de Brienndeaturing the distinctive crest of a woman (possibly

a mermaid) holding a mirror tooled in gilt, typically on red morocco. There are another

twenty or so books in the library that diteely to have come fronhoménie de Brienne

which are identifiable by their small square labels on the front pastedown. These have a large
letter in red manuscript above a smallerwlvgit number in black. While these cannot be

definitively traced td.oménie de Briennghey are certainly characteristic of his books and

seem too distinete to be a coincidence. Altogether, theménie de Briennbooks are
relatively numerous and indicate EIllysds sig
contents. It is a shame his copy of the catalogue does not survive, as it might shed further

light on his interest in this collection. Further purchasing continued after Ellys inherited his
fatherds estate i n 17-BaptsteCdertash | oyw nundtedtieaht sh e s a
a decade after the sale of his librarian Baluze. The Colbert library was sold in three sales: at

Paris in 1728, and at London in 1729 and 1735. Colbert was director of the French royal

%1 paul Leopardisembergensis Furnij, Emendationum et Miscellaneorum Lilgyinti
(Antwerp Ex officina Christophori Plantini, 1568) 6 Et i e n nRictidwalrewde e 6, i n
Biographie FrancaiséParis: Letouzey et Ané, 1951), ppi23.
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library from 16611683, and gained a sigimént number of books for his personal library

when 1200 duplicates were removed from the royal collection in 1671. His illustrious career
continued when he became Minister of Finances under Louis XIV, and later Secretary of

State for naval affair¥Colbe r t 6s books are marked 6Biblioth

Baluze, and about twenfijve of them are to be found on the shelves of Blickling today.

Despite these and other books that were purchased at identifiable sales, the vast majority of
the |ibraryds books give no clue as to their
remar k definitively on any ravarde gers ofthislifeEl | y s 6
It is not even clear whether his inheritance made a significant difference to his purchasing
activities. While he didnét indulge in the n
sales in his early years (for expl®, declining the Gutenburg Bible offered at the sale of

Loméniede Brienne), he also acted with comparative restraint at later sales like those of

Hoym and Colbert. Although his purchases from the Rawlinson sales are, for the most part,
inexpensive, murmine, and even of poor quality, this
impecunious youttrather his overlapping interest with this other collector rendered the
Rawlinsons al es an opportunity to acquire g nfor ma
book-buying was more than just tle&travaganpastime of a rich man disposing of vast sums

merely to amuse himself with treasures.

Regardless of his abstemious disavowal of th
considerable activity at sales across Europe must certainly have cemented his reputation as a
book buyer of consequence and reputation and we can see him as a meanber of
increasingly international O6clubdé of schol ar
when examining the specific process of his participation in the Uilenbroek sale in Amsterdam

in 1741, which is the only book sale from which any documentareenid e of EIl | ysoés
activities remains. Ellys engaged the services of Robert TrevorIl78®) to act as his

agent at this sale, as can be seen in a |lett

what | have done at Uil emmowrfclEdos [RsichlarAdct

26 JeBaanp t i st e Dtiohnhire detBibgraphienFrancaig@aris: Letouzey et Ané,
1961), pp. 18vY90;60 J eBaanp t i s t eUniewsity bf &lasgdw,Archives & Special
Collections
<https://www.gla.ac.uk/myglasgow/archivespecialcollections/digitisedcollections/provenance
/ieanbaptistecolbert/ [accessed 27 April 2022].
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Co mmi s £Trevar svds not a professional book agent. At the time of thisisaeas

employed as MinstePlenipotentiary to the Dutch RepubfitHe was also aecond cousiof

Ellys. Evidently, Ellys had the social capital ocsd status to engage this busy and

i mportant emissary as an auction agent (inde
| ateness of his message due to his duties 0Oa
Mitchell (or Ellys) also evidently haithe knowledge and expertise to instruct Trevor from

afar. Trevor identifies several books he has
find their way ebderlong to the good Company
He makes referencédsa to the sale ahe library ofLord Oxford (i.e. Edward Harley, who

died in 1741)and suggests that Mitchell and Ellys must be consumed by planning their

activity at thataucto®Unf or t unately, EIllys was prevented
hs own death three weeks before it began. Tr
6good companyd® s ug g eksows, and thereferamde $o the Haoley aatey i s
indicates that Ellys is a major buyer whose library is on par with lday 6 s .

Aside from this employment of his relative Robert Trevor, Ellys also cultivated relationships
with professionals in the field of bookselling and buying. Evidence in the books suggests that,
in addition to participating directly at book sales andtians, Ellys frequently purchased

items from the stock of a bookseller who had bought them from the sale. One example is
found inAntiqui rhetores Latin{published by Plantin in 159%vhich is bound together with

Ni c ol as ARtorgsfiniumtreysratum (published fifteen years lajet® The title page

of theAntiqui rhetores Latihnh as t he signature oO0Car ol i Bernar
Bernard and presumably marks this book as coming from the sale of his library in 1711,
referred to above. Hosver, an annotated copy of the Bernard sale catalogue at Cambridge
University Library, which bears not just prices but names of some buyers, identifies the buyer
as a 0 Mr¥.Unfastuniatslyp thedBritish Book Trade Index, while identifying many

% Robert Hampdeffrewr , 6Letter to John Mitchell, 3 No
Library, MS. D.D. Dashwood (Bucks.) B.12/3/17.
“WiliamCarrandMat yn J. Powel | , & FirseMisoount HaRmdéne r t Ha

(17061783) , D i Oxfora Dictianarysot Natjonal Biography Online Ed.
<https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:0dnb/27733>.

% Johnson and Oldys

% Antiqui Rhetores Latini.(Paris: Ex officina Plantiniana: apud Haatum Perier, 1599)

Nicolas RigaultAuctores Finium Regundoru(Raris: Apud loannem Libertum, 1614).

% Jacob HookeBi bl i ot heca Bernardiana:. : Or, a Cat a
Charles BernardLondon, 1711)seeCambridge University LibraryMunby.d.43.
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Wilsons, does not include any who were active in London in this year so the connection

between Ellys and this sellerisnotcléHowever , Wil sonds interest s
strongl y 1Witlh obal Ibyosugsht many of Bernardds wor
Aldine printing houses, just as Ellys did throughout his life.

The Hoym sale provides another such example, this one more easily tratbalimym

catalogue is found in a large number of British libraries and yet almost none are annotated

with the name of buyersCambridge University Libraryagain, is fortunate to havecapy

thatis annotated with the names of buyers up to pagdé ®1thetwenty-oddHoym books at

Bl ickling (1 dearmorid binditglstampl gnly bhe ig Ist@dsin this part of

the catalogueTabulae sacrae geographicag Augustin Lubin printed at Paris by Petri le

Petit, 1670) is found onpage 8 aslotThe buyer 6s name written in
dvaill. @ Inspection of the surrounding pages indicates that this deddémntg which was

in several cases abbreviated to fit into a small speee Vaillants were a Huguenot family
whoimmigrated to London in 1685, where Francois Vaillant (d.17047?) seshpmnear the

Savoy. His business passed to his sons Paul (1:-47B2?) and Isaac (d.1753), who briefly
worked together before |Isaacdos departfure to
(Interestingly, the Vaillant family was also associated WMtittairei his Annales

Typographiciof 1719 was published by Isaac Vaillantin The Hagfflev ai | | ant 6 s n a me
appears next to thirtfive other of the 700 or so books listed before pageféie Hoym
catalogugalthoughthere is no way to know howany he bought after that). @fesefive

titles (in addition to th&abulag can be found on the shelves at Blickling: one an Aldine, one

an Estienne, one in a Grolier binding, and two others. This is not sufficient evidence to

assume thatthesefiveof H y s s books or i gi hiadeeditismore Hoy mé s
likely to be coincidence that both Hoym and Ellys owned cdpeesd yet the absence of

Hoy més aindmgdoes aot necessarily exclude him as a former owner.

%®Bodl eian Libraries, hts/lobtibddleidn.oxBo.ukkaccdssedde | nd
27 April 2022].

9 Martin; see Cambridge University Library, Adv.d.75.4.

0Bodl ei an Li b rBatishiBeak Tradé Mdex | | ant o,
<http://bbti.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/details/?traderid=130463> [accessed 23 March 2018].

101 Michael Maittaire, Annales Typographici Ab Artis Inventae Origine Ad Annum MD.
(HagaeComitum: apud Isaacum Vaillant, 1719).

65



If Ellys purchased his Hoy books from M. Vaillant instead of directly from the sale itself,

then the presence of the Hoym catalogue in E
and keep a copy of this catalogue if EIIlysods
thesbck of Vaillantds shop rather than the | i6b

Ellys procured the Hoym catalogue sometime after the sale had taken place, intending to use

it as a reference book list rather than an instrument of selection, otdtstmgest that Ellys

perused the catalogue before the sale and directed Vaillant as to which books to buy
specifically for hisownusa&vh et her Vai l |l ant acted as an age.|
auctions, or bought items there to thiesellthemfrom his London shop is not cledirseems

most | i kely, however, that EIllys or Mitchel!/
wares and/or his catalogud$ereare severabooks that do not originate from the Hoym sale

that Ellyslikely boughtfrom Vaillant for exampleAr i st o d525KnZens@bdsi ai Enne a
printed in Florencewhich beardMi t c hinsdrigtidn ®fdvaillantbon the front flyleaf.%?

This wasnot published by a Vaillant printesp thename indicates that thmok passed

through the hands of a member of the family acting as a bookseller. Ellys was apparently
something of a returning customer,and s eems that EIllys trusted
knowledge, judgement, and experiencal anma de use of -ciWaded$tdckaent 6 s al
when making decisiorgboutselection and procurement. Ellys and Vaillant cultivated and

maintained an ongoing relationship which was of obvious benefit to both.

The library contains evidence of another nally-beneficial relationship between Ellys and a
different bookseller, in the form of a letter. TH& st o i r ede 8rancdardt @edat a t
République de la Religion: Sous le Regné&damcoisll contains within it a letter in
Mitchell 0s hawmghr s it g%hTel lgttér B bEiéusly to a bookseller, and

request s lepettiivrdy dont Yausfditesdnentiointitulé Hist: de France sous

Francoidl& ddéen marquer | e Prix©o. He promises to
bookBel ow this, in a diff remhoudtadud Presque mdath e s
pour mot, la plus grande partie de cette histcElle eraété composée par quelques

Huguenas. Le prix en esguatre ShelingfThe ver so of the |l etter re

0A Monsr. Bossetd, and presumably the reply

192 AristophanesKk m@di ai Ennea [ Ar i st (BlgpenaerPersiceredesno e di a
Philippi luntee, 1525).

1031 ouis Régnier @ La PlancheHistoire de I'estat de France, tant de Bublique que de la

religion sous le rgne de Franois Il ((Geneva?]: s.n., 1576).

66



apparently, is a French bookseller engaged, like Vaillant, in an ongoing siert

relationship with Ellys and/or Nthell. Nowhere else (in WorldCasjbliothequenationak

de France,oridcd s Li braryHub) is menti ositimastcead of t he
identified as being the anonymous worlkoliis RRgnier de La Planché&kegardless of his

accuracy, howesr, this letter again confirms that Ellys was engaged in interpersonal

relationships with book sellers, and trusted their experience in assisting him with selection

and procurement activities.

Further personal rel at i oqussition lpekaviaurirethefmany nd i n
bookshe subscribed to. Honeybone and Lewis identify fifty books that he subscribed to

between 1720 and 1742, and many of these, suchasthetwou me edi t i on of Hc
Operapublished from 1733737 by John Pine, canlkbe found on the shelves of Blickling

library.1%* Similar is the direct financial support Ellys provided to the scholar Bernard de

Montfaucon in exchange for higibliotheca Bibliothecarum manuscriptorum noyablished

in Paris in 1739% A slip stuck tothe front pastedown of volume one contains an inscription

in de Montfaucondbs hand:

Jai reu de M. le chevalier Richard Ellys Baronet Anglois vingt quatre

livres d'avance pour l'ouvrage inti@Bibliotheca Bibliothecarum nova

en deux volumes in folio, que je promets de lui remetre des qu'il sera

Imprim® moiennant la somme de douse livres qu'il donnera de sur plus

fait ce 25. juin 1734. fr. Bernard de Montfaucon
This is more than Ellys simply paying in advance for the wdnk has provided a sort of
stipend to the author to assist him with preparing the Bobile different from the
relationship between Ellys and a bookseller, the subscription relationship again is a
relationship based on transactions, and the exchange exfediffforms of capital. Both
relationships feature, on the one hand, a participant with knowledge and expertise of
bookselling or an academic topic, and, on the other hand, a participant with money. In
transactions with booksellers or authors, Ellys exgkdrfinancial capital for intellectual and

material capital. These interactions also furnished him with social and cultural capital, as they

%“Mi chael Honeybone and Yvonne Lewi-$748EbB| ys,
Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, Online E@008
<https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/872%accessed 9 October 201 Horace Opera

(London: Aeneis tabulis incidlbhannes Pine, 1733).

105 Bernard de MontfaucomBibliotheca Bibliothecarum Manuscriptom NovaParis: Apud

Briasson, via Jacobaea, ad Insigne Scientiae, 1739).
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enhanced and publicly displayed his reputation as a man of taste, intellect, and financial

capacity and as a strosgpporter of scholarship.

Like subscribing to books for publication, commissioning bespoke books is an active
procurement behaviour involving putting up money in advance rather than purchasing an
available or offered book. While there is no definitivedmentary evidence of Ellys doing

this, it is certainly possible that he did. One book in particular seems likely to have been
commissioned by Ellys: the Blickling Haggadah, also referred to as the Leipnik Hagf§adah.
While Ellyswas certainly not Jewish, he read Hebrew and had a known interest in Jewish
culture and the Hebrew origins of the Christian Bible. This stunning volume was written and
illustrated in Altona, Hamburg by Joseph ben David of Leipnick in 1739 or 1740.Utdsat
sixty-six illustrations, many of fullor halfpage size, in bright colours and gold. It contains

the full text of the Haggadah, a Jewish text used during the Passover Seder, and is based on
the editions printed in Amsterdam in 1695 and 112 very similar manuscript, produced

by the same scribe at the same time, was also owned by Sir Hans Sloar&7/@868and is

now in the British Library (Sloane MS 3173). It is not clear where Ellys and Sloane acquired
these matching works, but it has been satggethey may have been commissioned from the
scribe himselt® |t is certainly clear that no one owned the book previously to Ellys. It may,

of course, have been produced on spec and bought by Ellys and Sloane. But if bespoke, it
suggests a possible ratatship between the two men. If this is the case, it is a revealing
glimpse into Ellysbés active procurement beha

significant wealth to gain an object of beauty and prestige.

It is clear that Ellys engaged in miple behaviours of active procurement, including his
participation at sales and auctions, his relationships with booksellers, his subscriptions to
books of interest, and possibly even the commissioning of bespoke works. This demonstrates
solidly that he wa very much engaged in the field of books, understanding how they

circulated, how they were valued, and how to successfully and strategically procure them.

96 Haggadah for Passover with the Comment ar.i
Haggadaho)] . 6 ([ Al tl, Renaijg humber G29) , Bl ickling Ha
YEmile Schrijver, 6An Unknown Passover Hagga
Library of 2Buiof2c1K2002nlgBMHal | 6,

<https://doi.org/10.1163/18750210278863897/8@ " Ne xt Year in Jerusal en
Bl i c k| iApdlo: Fha Interdational Art Magazin&lovember 2004, pp. 669.
108Schrijver,6 An Unknown Pa s bryRarker, Feagugespdlach o ,
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While he was not a professional bookman, he possessed significant knowledge about books

and the booknarket and engaged the services of professionals to support his own activities
when necessary. Althougtharhliesy dlsi borra royt hwears nnéatj
the period (and is now hardly noticed in studies of early eightexmitury colletors), he

should certainly be seen as on par with his contemporaries in terms of the behaviours

involved in developing his library and acquiring his books, and his role in the community of

knowledgeable book buyers.

Passive procurement

Although presumialy most books in the Blickling library were deliberately acquired,

typically as purchases, it is nevertheless clear that some (perhaps many) arrived in the

collection without Ellys actively procuring them. These books, passively acquired through

family members, as gifts, or as dedication copies,saaratérom the more typical
browsingselectingpur chasing pattern. |l nstead, they re

position and circumstances than about his private interests and financial activities.

Ellysds |ibrary contains several books that
family. Eight books in the | ibrary contain t
0Thomas Hussey his booked. Thsesondb@&angtofl i kel y

Doddington Hall, Lincolnshire (16328706 ) , t he father of EIIlysods
(1687/81724). One of these, tli#ssertationsof Maximus of Tyre, printed at Oxford in

1677, appears in two copies at Blickling, one withthesicr i pti on O6T: Hussey?d
with no marks of ownershiff° This duplicate suggests that Ellys had acquired a copy on his

own either before his marriage or before Hussey gave his copy to his daughtemslasan

Eight other books have evidencetloé Hussey family: several have armorial bookplates or
stamps of the family, and onkBRhilosoplicalt he name 0
principles of religion: natural and revealed: in two paltg George Cheyne bears the
inscription O¥Ilrneaf do,t avhElIclhy $ 8% hewusteg boBks i z ab e
do not seem to fit within a particular category or pattern, and range from a Greek New

109 Maximus of TyreLogoi[Dissertatiored (Oxford: E theatro Sheldoniano, 1677).
119George CheyneRhilosophical Principles of Religion Natural and Revealed: In Two Parts
(London: Printed for George Strahan at the GolBat in Cornhil, over against the Royal
Exchange, 1715).
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Testament printed by Robert Est iRatomale i n 1546
Account of the Grourgdof Protestant Religiqrio A Discourse ofAuxiliary Beauty, or

Artificiall Hansomenesse : In point of conscience between two laglidshn Gauden

(London, 16561t does not seem |likely that a whol e
librarytoEllys s was planned or undertaken; rat her ,
and represent a familial closeness between the two houses. Doddington Hall remains in
private hands and it is not <c¢clear whest her th
books are there; it seems more likely perhaps that Ellys chose or was gifted these books

because of his interest in their printer or subject.

El | pvendamily was also the sources of several books in the library. Along with his estate,
Ellys inherited his f aY?Rewerthanten bobks eurrentlyatf over
Bl ickling bear any sign of ownmerBlhliips@& yorhid&S
El 1l i s6. T hlmokéAn HigoricalIDsefence @frthe Reformatiby Jean Claude)

with t he JiFarowpr:i5% lLondoNov: @6. 1683 whi ch i s probably
Farrow (d.1692), the chaptaseemsE Ehkysbéapt at
made its way into his empl oy¥Athough witloléss ect i on
commitment tharmis son, Sir William tended towards tReesbyteriaipersuasion and it is

unsurprising that this book owned by his claaplvas passed down to his s@espite the
paucity of inscriptions |inking BlickIlingods
archival material indicates that many more originated in his library. The Dashwood collection

in the BodleiarLibrary cortains a small number of items relating to Ellys, which landed in

the Dashwoodsd possessi-marriedurioghat famllyl Amengs s ec on
these is a |ist of books entitled 6Catal ogue

books. The boks are listed in their order on the shelves, where they are arranged by size,

WTUs KainUs DiathUkUs hapanta [ NPaisiBx Test ame
officina Roberti Stephani typographi Regij, typis Regijs, 15&@)vard StillingfleetA
Rational Account of the Grounds of Protestant Religlamdon: Printed by Rob. White for
Henry Mortlock, 1665); John Gaudeh Discourse of Auxiliary Beauty. Or Artificiall
Hansomenessdn Point of Conscience between Two Ladffsondon]: Printed for R:
Royston, at the Angel in lvieane, 1656).

12 Honeybone and Lewis.

113 Jean ClaudeAn Historical Defence of the Reformation in Answer to a Book Intituled,
JustPrejudices against the Calvinisfisondon: Printed by G[eorge]. L[arkin]. for John
Hancock, at the Three Bibles ovagainst the Royal Exchange in Cornhil; and Bétsop,
at the Angel and Bible in the Poultrey, 1683).
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with each book given an individual the nni ng
sixth shelf i n t h)whchage amatimata \bew ofdowtNmotn 6lsar d e
books were arranged and stofétiNext to about two hundred of these listed books is the

not e O Se n tMark BurcéllamHbreeyboneandLewis havebothidentified this as a
l'ist of Sir Wi lliamébs books at Nocton that
to Londond note as indicating items EIIlys
library in London!'® This seems a likely explanaticamd is valuable evidence of what Ellys

chose to do with the sudden injection of over a thousand books into his library. The ones that
were sent to London are on a variety of topics but tend towards histories and works about

religion, topics Ellys was demeatrably interested in. Regardless of the exact particulars of

r 6

>0

c

how family books ended up in EIlIlysés | ibrary

the library was made up of inherited items. While this is a very passive form of acquisition

actvi ty, there is nonetheless evidence of acti

fathero6s books. While the entirety of his
technically his possessions, it is clear that some were valdededifly from others, whether
materially or intellectually. Those chosen
library and many are still part of the collection. Those that were less desirable presumably

stayed at Nocton and perished in tie there.

Evidence of other books acquired through family connections is sparse, although examples
do survive An historicall discourse of the uniformity of the government of Enddgnd

Nathaniel Bacoypublished in London in 1647 with@ontinuationpublished in 1672bear

the seventeenth e nt ur y iJahanwres Ellys ejusdiber. ex dono domini gulielmi Ellys;
John Ellys 76/7 [i.e. 1676J@*'° John Ellys, with his very common name, is not easily
traceable, but may have been a brother of Willidhere are two other books from a member

of EIlIlysés family, al Iefinibuslaonogum ettmalorumilileit a n t

146 Cat al ogue Oxiord, BodNiand ibrary, 1S. D.D. Dashwood (Bucks.)
B.12/3/1.

115Mark Purcell,The Country House Librarp. 220; Honeybone and Lewis

116 Nathaniel BaconAn Historicall Discourse of the Uniformity of the Government of
England. The First Part. From the First Times till the Reigne of Edvvard the {ltordion:
Printed fa Mathew Walbancke at Graydisne-Gate, 1647)Nathaniel BaconThe
Continuation of An Historicall Discourse, of the Government of England, Untill the End of
the Reigne of Queene Elizabétlondon: Printed by Tho: Roycroft, for Matthew Walbanck,
and HenryTwyford, and are to be sold at Grdme Gate, and in Vine Court Middle Temple,
1651).
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quinque printed atCambridgen 1718 and C1| au d e 167QHiskoalSimmertand s
Pontificum perEorumNumismatabothhave bookplates of Sir Robert Pye (169634),

fourth Baronet of Clifton Campville in Staffordse!!’Si r R o b euncte,(ReberjRye a t
(ca. 16201701), had married the daughter of John Hampden and was thus distantly related to
Ellys (who waagrahdsan)p SIr&kobérsonly succeeded to his baronetcy in
1724 and so the bookplate must have been applied after that, which gives an gigateen
window for the book to have moved from the possession of Sir Robert to-EIBsthaps

the two men kaw each other and Sir Robert gave or sold the books directly to his distant
cousin. But the bookplate in the Cicero volume is defaced, which suggests another owner
between Pye and Ellys. It seems that Ellys procured these two works from another source,
andperhaps he even chose them because of their associations with his relatives in the

Hampden family.

Anot her way books arrived passively in EIlIlys
gifts or loans. The presentation and exchange of booksdsternaslidify and codify social

bonds, whether personal or formal, and books are thus used as tools of socidfZhiidn.

many books in Ellysdéds collection show eviden
confirm EII|l yso6s phessocial contactdde dwned tr eopylofsthE/72mo n g
catal ogue of Drwhkhwadoundetdioom the estatdaf Ranigl Williams

(16431716), an English Presbyterian minister, and was based in Red Cross Street in
London!®®The | ibrary served adi ésbatbeadgdaWwt et s

influence among Dissenters lasted well beyond his lifetihEllys was aPresbyterian

7Marcus Tullius Cicerope Fi ni bus Bonorum et Malorum Lib
Liber Unus(Cantabrigise: Typis academicis, 1718)Jaude Du MolinetHistoria Summorum

Pontificum per Eorum NumismagRaris: Apud Ludovicum Billaineibliopolam

Parisiensem, 1679)

1861 t em Rec SrudnmoHiugnt Proina i f i cum LbemryHBor um Num
Discover
<https://discover.libraryhub.jisc.ac.uk/search?g=keyword%3A%20Historia%20summorum%
20pontificum%20%20%20library%3A%20%22ntr%3Antr%3ABIlickling%20Hall%22&rn=1
&for=ntr> [accessed 27 April 2022].

119 Jason Scottarren,Sir John Harington and the Book as Qifixford: Oxford University

Press, 2001).

120 Bjpliothecae Quam ivDoctus, & Admodum Reverendus, Daniel Williams, S.T.P. Bono

Publico Legavit, Catalogu@d.ondon: typis Jacobi Bettenham, 1727).

2lDavid L. Wykes, 0 WilT1b),PaesbgterianMénisterand ( c. 16 4 3
B e n e f @OgfdardbDictionary of National Biography Online Ed.
<https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:0dnb/29491>.
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himself; although it is not clear if he knew Williams personally, he must certainly have

known of his reputation. His copy of the Williams library catalogue is in a presentation

binding of navy blue morocco with extensive gold tooling, gilt rolling, and ornamental
stamps, and the t[sichl e nd Wi Il lt Theorecords@Bet slpo g @ .

Wil |l i amsds TIiElyswas among sixnzen te redeinbaund copy of the 1727

published catalogu? This would certainly be an appropriate and welcomed present for a
Dissenter with alove of books and | i kel y i n dupmoddof hesLibiady| vy s ds f

with this book given as a token of gratitude.

Anot her gift catalogue is EIlIlysds copy of th
Li brary of France, and the accompanyi®ng cat a
The twowere published in Paris from 173953, with the manuscript catalogue issued in

four parts and the printed book catalogue in
each, as he died not long after their reletis® volumes were both presentechim in 1741

Both are in French royal presentation bindings of mottled calf with a central stamp of the

royal arms of France, decorated with crown stamps,-tledys rolls, and monograms in gilt.

The manuscript cat alHpog wmcadterigad Bibliotheeam Regiane r i p t i
pertinentibus voluminibus, me decoravit Rex Christianissimus. R.&Ellys The very pr e
of these volumes in the library signals that Ellys was a man of prestige, reputation, and
international renown. His interest indis was knowiby someone with a position in the

French courtif not the King himself (aMitchell claims in al741 letter to Charles Mackie)

and his high status was unquestionabtdhis must have been a magnificent present for

Ellys, embodying as it dgs his interest in books, libraries, and French court culture.

Although it is not in a presentation bindidgnmianus Mxr ¢ e | | Reronu Geétarummight

also be a gift?> This work on Roman coins is of obvious interest to Ellys, and his library

122 plan Argent,Dr Wi | | i a msibrary (Waodbridge: Boydell & Brewer, Inc.,

2022), p. 45.

123 Catalogus Codicum Manuscriptorum Bibliothecae Reflagis: e Typographia regia.,

1739); Claude Sallier and Pierre Jean Boudiataloguedeslivresimprimez dea

Biblioth queDuRoy(Par i s: De | 61l mpri merie royale, 1739
223John Mitchell, O6éLetter to Charles Mackie, 1
Special Collections, La.ll.90.1.40.

125 Ammianus MarcellinusRerum Gestarum Qui de XXXI Supersunt, Libri X\fdlio

edition (Leiden: Apud Petrum van der Aa, 1683¢rum Gestarum Qui de XXXI Supersunt,

Libri XVIII., quarto edion (Leiden: Apud Petrum vander Aa, 1693)
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holds both the folio and quarto versions of this work, both published in 1693 in Leiden by

Peter van der Aa. Blicklingds quarto edition
inserted, readi ng: 6To Sr. Richard EIllys, fr
wanted this book & sends it to him by Sr. Rd

book was edited by Jacob Gronov (184AL6), and sent to Ellys by his son Abrah@®95
1775), librarian at the University of Leiden where Ellys spent time in his youth; Lawson (d.
1747) was a physician and studied at Leiden Univet&iffhe note does not clarify whether
the book was a gift af Gronov expected payment in return, ludoes signify a personal

relationship. Ellys was a patron of Abraham Gronov (who dedicated a book to him), and this

copy of Ammianus Marcellinus edited by his f
of EIllysbs support.
Many of EI | yosnad karsswrc impdress wer e ot her member

Society,andthere is satisfactory evidence in his library of the codification of his relationships
withthemt hr ough t he presentation and eBafiange of
Annotationes in L. Il. De captiuis, & postliminio reuersis: in quibus tractatur de re nauali
printed by Robert Est i eBeaumeo Bell DdnGmAdnicissimas t he
Viri Thomae Hull. A.M. 1729812’ Beaupré Bell was a prominent member of tpal8ing

Gentl emends Society and shared EIllysbés inter
two men certainly knew each other. While no Thomas Hull is identified as a member of the
Society, it seems likely that this is the man listedlmmni Canabrigiensesvho gained an

MA from Jesus College in 1729 and was ordained the following year at Litt€édlhe

connection to Lincolnshire, the shared interest in antiquarianism, and the presence of this

book in EIIlysds | i br aratonexehgngebetgegretisesetheee ci r c | e
men, two of whom were formally connected through the arrangements of the Society.

The relationship with another member of the Society, William Stukeley, also proved fruitful

in acquiring books for the library. Stukelesas an antiquarian, natural philosopher, and

126G, S. Boulger and Michael Beva®@xfordoLawson,
Dictionary of Natonal Biography<https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:0dnb/16199>.

127 azare de Baifl.azari Ba/fii Annotationes in L. Il. De Captiuis, & Postliminio Reuersis,

in Quibus Tractatur de Re NaudRaris: ex officina Roberti Stephani, typographi regii,

1549).

223 ohn Venn and J. A.Aluvre @antabigiéensegCambridgé&:h o ma s 6 ,
Cambridge University Press, 192p) 428

N
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physician, and practised in Boston and Grantham, the Lincolnshire regions represented in

Parliament by EIlIlys. There are several volun
St uk el ely3dwork ®fthe Gout(London, 1734) was certainly a gift and bears the
authoroés presentation i ns crDogissimoDn. RichardBl | ys o

Ellys Barrto. Patrono, Observantiae ®ef. Auctori'?® The other six books inscribed by

Stukeley were printed before 1700 (four of them before 1500): the majority are works of

ancient history and Classics, subjectswet pr esent ed in EIlysés col |
Stukeley undoubtedly knew would interesthini. Opar ti cul ar note i s Mar
Fragmenta tabulee antiqugaiblished in Venice in 1591 by Aldus Manutius the younger,

which bears the inscription ©&Whettertthedeel ey M. D
books were gifts or loans, it is nonetheless clear that they were books of value and indicate
Stukel eyds great respect for EIllys. Several
characteristic binding of Thomas Herbett,Barl of Penbroke (16561733), and bear
Stukeleyb6s note that he acquired them in 172
ot her books from the Earl of PembrRukioagf i dent
1471, and th&Vorksof Apuleius from 14883 It is possible that Stukeley and Ellys
coordinated their purchasing efforts from th
of the spoils, solidifying their social bond and shared respect by the exchange of mutually

admired books.

Therearetw ot her books in EIlysds | i br dheyirstt hat n
is De proprietatibus rerunby Bartholomaeu#énglicus, translated by John Trevisa and

printed by Wynkyn de Worde in about 1496 Several missing pages and words are sugplie

in manuscript, and several different hands have added extensive manuscript marginal notes as
well as lengthy notes about the translator, the author, the paper maker John Tate, and other

printed editions of the work. The initial blank leaf has inscrigimnseveral hands including

129illiam Stukeley,Of the Gout: In Two Parts. First, A Letter to Sir Hans Sloan, Bart.
about the Cure of the Gout ... Secondly, A Treatise of the Cause and Cure of the Gout
(London]: pr. for J. Roberts, 1734).

130 Marcus WelserFragmenta tabulae antiquae, in quis aliquot per Rom. prouincias itinera
(Venice: Aldine Press, 1591).

131 Tiberius Catius Silius Italicu®unicorum Liber Primus IncipitRome: Conradus
Sweynheym and Arnoldus Pannartz, 1471); AjmslgOpera([Vicenza): Impraessa per
Henricum de Sancto Vrso in Vicentia., 1488).

132 Bartholomaeug#\nglicus De Proprietatib[Us] Re[Rum][Westminster]: Wynkyn de
Worde, 1496).
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Thomas Emerson, Vicar of Wi sbech (d. 1635) an
William Becke, 16841738). A friend of Stukeley, Becket was a surgeon and an antiquarian,

a Fellow of the Royal Society, and an original mendfehe Society of Antiquarie$?® The

second of these books loosely connected to Stukeley &tdletes of King Williarprinted in

Edinburgh by Thomas Finlasonin 16868An i nscri pti on on the front
Amand No. 1 i n hiPsaems to eferdo J@euSt. Ardand (I6874), a

book collector and classical scholar whose library and coin collection were left to the

Bodleian and Lincoln College, Oxfofd® Stukeley was one of the executors of his will, and

was certainly also conoted with him in life. While there is no definitive evidence to confirm

that these two books arrived in EIllysodés | ibr
network of scholars and intellectuals interested in history and Classics who participated in th

exchange of ideas and books.

Ellysds associates beyond the Spalding Gent|l
acquisition of books. Less is known about these relationships, as little documentary evidence
survives, but the library obliginglgrovides some few clues as to with whom Ellys associated

and indulged in the discussion and exchange of knowledge. One such is Sir Thomas De Veil
(16841746), a London magistrate notorious for his enthusiastic application of the law in the
maintenance gbublic order*® Blickling contains a manuscript copy of l@servations on

the practice of a Justice of the Peaadich was later published posthumously in 1¥47.

The work is in De Vei®Masr chha nld7 3a7ndd. i/Asc csoi ngpnaendy

|l etter, also in De Veil bés hand, readi ng:

3¥Sidney Lee and Mi Wiliaméle84B&38h, &Begken and /
Oxford Dictionary of National Biography Online Ed.

<https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:0dnb/1900>.

134 Auld Lawes and Constitutiomg Scotland, Faithfullie Collected Furth of the Register

(Edinburgh: Printed by Thomas Finlason, 1609).

¥W. P. Courtney and M. J. WMEB4) Glassical&Ddlaradnand,
Book Co Difeeddictmmay of National Biography Onlirted.
<https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:0dnb/244%.7

3¥¥Sugden, oO6Veil, 187 46 ho Madorddietiortary 6f8lational
Biography Online Ed<https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:0dnb/38735
¥Thomas De Veil, O0Observations on the Pract.i

Use of Such Gentlemen as Design to Act for the County of Middlesex or Citty and Liberty of
We st mi n sdore r1837)(Blicling Hall, Running number 6871; Thomas De Veil,
Observations on the Practice of a Justice of the Peace Intended for Such Gentlemen as
Design to Act for Middlelex [Sic] or Westminsfeondon: printed for E. Withers at the

Seven Stars, néxhe InnefTempleGate, FleeStreet, 1747).
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Sr. My wife having been excessively ill of the goute in her stomach, has

hindered me from sooner performing my promise. he tlittle

observations | have made on the practice of a Justice of the Peace, prove

usefull to any of your friends and have your approbation it will give me

great pleasure who am with great respect, truth and gratitude, Sr your

most obedt. most devoted anibst humble servant Tho. DeVeil. 10

March 1737.
While Ellys is not addressed by name, it is near certain that it is he to whom De Veil initially
sent this manuscript. Nothing more is known of the relationship between the two men, but
both resided in Westinster and obviously had an ongoing connection. It is unsurprising that
El'lys may have be e nattemptsagainstnoralitugitutboe leee Vei | 6 s
indicates that De Velil anticipated a positive reaction from Ellys, and subtly suggests that
Ellys might show it to his other friends and acquaintances. This confirms that Ellys must have
been welplaced at the centre of a social circle of {itkended men, among whom circulated

books, manuscripts, ideas and discussion.

Further evisdeputatiom and positienh Witlyirsbdoliophile circles is found in his
copyoftheHi st oi r e d e prénteosfsidl gragnesel ee 1 0 d ey Prospee r | e
Marchand, printed in the Hague in 1748The book contains an autograph letter, dated 17

April 1740, to Ellys from Marchand himself, who begins by explaining that he knows
through Robert Trevor of EIlysdés interest an
explains that he has taken the liberty of sending this reepuabliished work to Ellysand

requests that he place it amongst his other books. The author continues by outlining how he

has personally cut up the O6Feuilles dOAdditi
he notes that he has done this in only seven or eight copiehavdrturther honours Ellys

by requesting that he oblige the author with
Mar chand i s, l i ke De Veil, familiar with EII
position, and is keen to ingratiate himselftwihis man of influence. It seems that instead of

asking for money in exchange for the book, he desires a payment in the form of a favour: that
Ellys might share his work with his circle of associates with similar interests and knowledge.
Another relatimship to figure prominently in the discussion of passive book procurement is

Michael Maittaire, already noted above. In addition to providing advice on selection

138 prosper Marchanddistoired e | 0 o despeimiere[Sigjpr ogr ~ s de | 6i mpr i
(The HagueChez La Veuve Le Vier, et Pierre Paupie, librairie, 1740).
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decisions, Maittaire gave several books to Ellys as gifts or loans. One of these is a copy of

H o me Bafiachomyomachijsedited by Maittaire and published in London in 1¥¥TThe

Bl ickling copy has Maittaireds presentation
subscribers; it seems that this copy was one of thesabscription cop®that Maittaire kept

for his own use. It is possible th@tl a u d e H®au&en@adParisiensisas also a gift

from Maittaire to his friend and sometimatron!*°The fly leaf bears a rather confusing
inscription: o6viro excellentissimodé in EIIlys
Maittaireds hand, and finally O6R.E. 6 in Mitc
as the dative form, then presably this book was given to Maittaire from Ellys. If instead it

is ablative, then it was likely given by Maittaire to Ellys. It seems unlikely that Ellys would
refer to himself as oOviro excellentissi mobo,
Maittaire, who wrote his name in it before he decided to give it to Ellys, who then noted that

it came from this other most excellentniaaf cour se the bookds curre
library makes this hard to doubt. The close interpersonal relationshipdreEllgs and

Maittaire is thus reflected in the library. They were friends but also intellectual associates,

sharing interests and ideas, and there is ev
friend in his Oviroeaaxctehlalte nMaiistitnao & endost er.o | let
the |ibrary and in Ellysds intellectual i fe
the |ibraryds owners, as Mitchell 6s catal ogu

Maittaire (the nineteegh-c ent ury binder even tooled Maittai

Frustratingly minor though the evidence of gifts, loans, and exchanges is, it is nonetheless
clear that the passive acquisition of books
preence in the library of books from Stukeley, De Veil, Maittaire and other of his associates

can illustrate his interpersonal connections and social web. It is likely that the passive
procurement of books i nwdykexchag@fBshintsdialargey i s p
and lively practice whereby Ellys acquired works intended to circulate more widely among

his network. Further exploration of how Ellys employed his books in his social circle will be

undertaken in chapter three, Use.

139 Homer,Batrachomyomachia Graece Ad Veterum Exemplarium Fidem Residay
Michael Maittaire (London: Typis Gulielmi Bowyer, 1721).

140 Claude Heméré De Academia Parisiensi: Qualis primo fuit in insula et episcoporum
scholis, liber(Paris: Sumptibus Sebastiani Cramoik§37).
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Afinalmeansbywhi ch books arrived passively in EIIly
As with gifts and exchanges, the dedication of a book reifies and formalizes an interpersonal
relationship. There are at least seven books dedicated to Ellys that are now eivéseah

Bl i ckl i ng: TInaotatus StigrBotogidyso rE@anu n d Ti@&tinaipteg énd

Practice of Moderate Nonconformists J o h a n n K &lsepaarus E&lesiastieus 6 s
Abraham Gr onov 0 s VasaHistoria;dlicthaed M a iAtetl diiameb&Es e
Anacreontis edition altera cum novis versionipus T h e o p h iAlPtacticalTeeatibetfs

Painful Distempers a n d J o hBmitandi@ Roma&na: prdhe Roman antiquities of

Britain.'*! The first five are in presentation bindings of red or blue morocco with extensive

gold tooling and gilt edge&obb has not written a dedicatory inscription but Mitchell notes

that the volume is O6A present fmmunglythe autho

expresses his gratitude to Ellys:

Your kind and early disposition to encourage this undertaking, was a

great obligation upon the author; and | gladly embrace the first publick

opportunity of making a grateful acknowledgement. The work now

imploresyour protection.
Relevant archival material is, unsurprisingly, scarce, but there is a letter still extant relating to
Thomas Bostonb6s work. Gabriel Wi lson, minist
borders, wrote to Ellys on behalf of BostonabouBo st ondés magnum opus O]
and their interpretation in the BiblWi | sondés | etter, full of fl a

Bostonds manuscript and offer financial supp

141 Thomas Bostorifractatus stigmologicus, hebrabiblicus: Quo accentuum hebraeorum

doctrina traditur variusque eorum, in explananda S. Scriptura, usus expdAitosterdam:

apud J. Wetstenium & G. Smith, 1738); Edmund Calarhg, Principles and Practice of

Moder ate Nonconformists wit lflLonBa:sppneedforJahro Or d i
Clark, 1717); Johann Kaspar Suic&hesaurus ecclesiasticusditio secunda, priori

emendatior, elegantior&longe auctior (Amsterdam: apud R. & J. Wetstenios & Gul. Smith,

1728); Aelian Varia historig ed. by Abraham Gronovius (Lugduni Batavorum: Apud S.

Luchtmans & J. A. Langerak, 1731); Anacre@macreontis Editio Altera Cum Novis

Versionibus, Scholiis, et Notied. by Michael Maittaire (London: Excudebat Gulielmus

Bowyer, 1740); Theophilus LobB, Practical Treatise of Painful Distempergith Some

Effecual Methods of Curing Them, Exemplified in a Great Variety of Suitable Histories

(London: Printed for James Buckland, at the Buck, in Rdtster Row, 1739)john

Horsley,Britannia Romana: Or the Roman Antiquities of Britdiondon: printed for John

Oslorn and Thomas Longman, 1732)

“42p  G. Ryken, 06 Boid32),rChurch d¢f Scotlarsl Miqidted ané

T h e ol oOxforéDictionary of National Biography
<https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:o0dnb/2943>; Gab
Aylesbury, Bickinghamshire Archives, D/X/396/7.
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will be necessary tpublish abroad, due to the specific technical requirements needed to
accurately depict the Hebrew accents. Wilson
t he b awdkobGene@ & Common Interest to Christianity, namely, for clearing and
Edablishing the true sense of the old T[estament] Text; and on that account well Deserving

the Countenance and Encouragement of all t he
al so appeals to EIll ysods des Knowingyoar Sendewia& ce | e
Disposition towards Publick Usefulness to Mankind Evi dently Wil son was
application for funds, as the book was published a decade later in Amsterdam by J.

Wetstenium and G. Smith. It was dedicated to Ellys and the dedicatpy remains in his
library*The | i braryoés copies of books dedicated
evidence of Bostono6s weputakon assamanmihstatusymeans,di c at e
and discernment. These dedications indicate a direct patronage relationship between Ellys

and the authors, which is publicly displayed. It is no surprise that the works Ellys chose to
associate so publicly with his eoweputation are on subjects of interest to him, particularly

theology and Classics. Given that his own library covered these subjects well, it is not

unlikely that some dedications may have functioned also as a display of gratitude for

allowing the use offiis books.

It is clear that, while the majority of EIIly

selectingpurchasing behavioural pattern, a not insignificant number were procured more

passively, whether as gifts, through inheritance, or as dedicateec o pi e s . Il nher it e
demonstrate EIllysbés materi al position in soc
Books given as gifts, |l oans, or through exch

central role in his intellectual networ&nd as cultural capital by furnishing his image as a
learned man. Books dedicated to him serve more widely as a public recognition of his social
(and sometimes financial) capital, and enhance his reputation as a lover of learning and
supporter of scholargh These passively acquired books did not require an investment of
financial capital, but were rather a recognition or embodiment of social and cultural capital

that was demonstrable to his contemporaries as well as to modern researchers.

Wil sonds letter is also interesting in its
Scotland, when he called on Wilson. Nothing further can be found about their relationship or
Ell ysds tr av eitlwsuldibenfas@natmg td kanawdmore &baut his involvement

with the Scottish church and Scottish theology.
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Conclusion

Examining acquisition of books as a distinct behavioural stage or process in this way allows

us to see thenyriad social transactions and diverse motivations at play as books were

brought into the library. It is evident that the social context is relevesughout the

acquisition process, which supports a social history approach to studying libraries. This must
encompass the roles of other people: as motivators, instructors, and competitors when

browsing other collections and sales; as readers and acasdgeits when making

selections; as professional experts, agents, and sellers when making purchases; and as givers,

l enders, and dependents in the passive accumn
coll ection a Opr i vanamér akthebternafalsely assumeasaea libsary mu ¢ h
built solely by and around one man. None of the identified acquisition behaviours are private

T all involved other people to some degree.

ElI'l ysds acquisition behavi oupte. Hepublical s o, cruc
reputation and persona were very much based on his library. The library acted (and continues

to act) as a metonymic representation of EII
addressed by Gabriel Wilson and Prosper Marchand nathe iway history has remembered

him. Ellys was certainly aware of his reputation for learning gained through association with

his books, and he made use of it to furnish his public persona. This enabled him to employ his
social status and interpersondat®nships for his own benefitfor example, in his

connection with his fellow Lincolnshire man William Pownall, which likely cemented his

purchase of the Blickling Homilies and Psalter manuscripts. It is possible to be cynical about

this, seeing Ellyssisomething of a cunning social manipulator, but it is fairer to say simply

that he was aware of his reputation and social capital and deployed them as necessary. The
library shows no evidence pfetense it seems that EII|lysdmsm reput
an observation of his material possessiansaccurate assessment of his character and

interests His support of scholars and their research into topics of interest to him, such as

Thomas Boston and his work on Hebrew accents in the Old Testammidgs strong

evidence that much dfie acquisition process involved a desire to gain, create, or preserve

information.
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A

We can also see, from examining ElIlysds beha
the ways in which various forms of capdaflor instance, financial and soadalvere invested

to harvest different forms of capifalsuch as material, intellectual, and cultural. Ellys

invested significant personal resources in the development of his library. Most obvious of

these is the vast financiedpital he laid out in buying his books. While there is no

documentary evidence of his particular financial circumstances, it is nonetheless obvious that
Ellys judged it worthwhile to exchange monetary resources for intellectual and material

resources. Whaver his income and his othexpensesfurnishing the library must have been

a priority in Ellysbdés financi al behaviour. H
and procuring books. Developing the library was not a gbart activity but wasin ongoing

and continual project over the course of EII
youth, and by the time he inher-iveleadalrbadys f at h
gathered a vast collection from numerous dateable sadesiections. In addition, over the

course of his lifetime he and Mitchell must have devoted copious amounts of time to

developing the requisite knowledge and relationships to successfully develop such a large and
varied library.The development of thesdaonships demonstrates another investment made

for the acquisition of this library: that of social capital. Ellys and Mitchell evidently valued

the professional expertise of booksellers and other agents in the field, and trusted their

judgement in the gation and selection of stock to peruse. These relationships were of

obvious mutual benefit, and some (such as that with the bookseller M. Vaillant) seem to have

been ongoing. Cultivating these relationships involved the deployment of social capital

(alongside financial) to reap the benefit of intellectual and material capital.

This thorough examination of EIllysds acqui si
and selecting pursuits and his sociallyented active and passive procurement activities

illuminates both patterns and variations in the acquisition stage of his books. It is clear that

there is a complexity of purpose to this library, with Ellys acting from multiple and varied

motives Certainly the acquisition phase involved ample inforomeseeking behaviour, with

several welrepresented topics of interest identified in the library. As well, however, there is
evidence of artefacs e e ki ng behaviour in EIllysds procur e
interest. A third set, of specimen so seerato have been targeted axhaypes of material

interest for academic study. These multiple strands of the library demonstrate that Ellys

cannot be easily categorised as merely a scholarly reader or a lover of curiosities. Instead, it is

clear that such categorieme insufficiently nuancedhen t he entirety of a
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acquisition activities are examined together. The implications and themes identified in this
chapteri forms of capital, interpersonal relationships, social status, and tingleo

purposes behind the behaviour of the peate all aspects of the social history of this library.

The remaining chapters, which will focus on

will continue to examine and discuss these themes.
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ChapterThree Integration

A library, as we instinctively feel, is something different from just the 12,000 or so books on

the shelves in the Long Gallery at Blickling Hall. The process of integration is what takes

those 12,000 separate books and turns them into a single, unifesticni a meaningful

whole that is more than the sum of its parts. Although acquisition, including the study of the

book trade and the migration of books between collections, is perhaps the phase that receives
the bulk of scholarly attention, in a lot ways integration is more valued subconsciously.

There is a natural desire to see a library as a complete collection, be that in an institution or in
private hands, and a sense of sadness when libraries are broken up and sold off. This is
nothingnew El | ys6s own copy of the 1680 second ed
Ecclesiastae Zutphaniengis bibliothecis liber singularibas a lengthy manuscript note (in

an unknown hand) about the purchase of the Barocci manuscripts, a group of Greek

manuscripts codicted by Francesco (153604) and lacopo (1562617) Barocci and

brought to England in 1628 by Henry Feathersfohh e i nscr i lpatfamous begi ns
library of Giacomo Barocci a gentleman of Venice consisting of 242 Greek MS volumes is

now bro't intoEngland by Mr Fetherstone the stationer. Great pity it were if such a treasure

shoud [sic] be dissipated & the booksd per sed i nto private handséo

centuries the integrity of a collection has been valued and its dispersal mourned.

Integration is the initial treatment each book receives as it joins the library, and the phase
comprises many identifiable behaviours and activities designed to welcome each new book to

the collection and create from them a singular library. As such exagrts@haviours in the
integration phase of a bookds I|life cycle can
books he bought and the single entity he wished to create from them. One obvious integration
activity is adding a mark of ownership to the k®oThis can be as simple as the collector

writing his name on the title page or adding a bookplate, but can also include more obscure

marks of ownership such as ciphers or other codes. Some owners went so far as to write

details of the date and place afrphase and the price. These ownership marks visibly

associate the book with the owner, and create a common feature across disparate books.

! Johannes LomeieEcclesiastae Zutphaniensis De Bibliothecis Liber Singul&iikitio
secunda, priori multo auctior, addito rerum indice locupletiorgthit. Ex officina Johannis
Ribbii, bibliopolae, 1680).
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Binding is another activity central to the integration process. Even books already in a

serviceable binding could lvebound in a particular style: the obvious example of this is

Samuel Pepys (163B703) whose large collection of books were all bound in a matching

design creating an eym@easing uniformity on his shelves. Other owners might have their

armorials appliedo the covers of their books, as they did to other possessions; like writing
oneds name, this again visibly marks ownersh
although the identification of the owner req
coat of arms. This is obviously a display of status as well as identity, as the armorial binding

demonstrates the ownerds armigerous family a

A library catalogue or shelflist is another fundamental facet efjmation(also not exclusive

to books: registers or inventories of other household goods are found from centuries before)
Keeping a running list of the library contents allows an owner to peruse his collection without
taking each book off the shelves.dddition, a list of all the books allows him to lend books

to his friends and assiates while making sure noge missing. The purpose of a catalogue

to facilitate use is especially important when it comes to a library on a large scale. While
informatonabout a small collection of books can b
recalled when looking for a particular book or genre, a libragreétsize could not be
comprehensively known even to its owaad the escalation of book production in the

seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, and consequent huge collections, necessitated accurate
catalogueg A catalogue isssentiato facilitate all but the most superficial use of the library

by representing the contents in an easily digestibleiwaywadays, a large library without a

catalogue would be unthinkable (and unusable) to a serious rese&@itg®klandelbrote
andkeithA.Manl|l ey underscore the centacedsibilityy of t hi
and usefulness depend entirely on thepbe responsible for its existence and maintenance

and particularly theoffea n sung c o mpi | e’Elysandother eotleatdrsolikeu e s ! 6
him could not possibly have memorized the contents and location of all the many thousands

of books in their libraries, and therefore needed some externainaich®ire to lead them to

2p. S. Mor ri sh, OB ahe@ambralgelHistory cd Lribrades is Britaim O i n
and Ireland Volume Il 164@85Q ed. by Giles Mandelbrote and Keith A. Manley

(Cambridge: Cambridge Univetg Press, 2006), pp. 2137 (p. 219).

3 Giles Mandelbrote and . A . Manl ey, o6l ntroducti oin: The C
from Cl oi st dheCantoridgeeHsstory of Bibraries m Britain and Ireland:

Volume 2: 16401850 ed. by Giles Mandelbrote and K. A. Manley (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 4T6), pp. 16 (p. 4)
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what was required at a given moment. This atean that the library could be used by
readers other than the owner, who could explore and make useboiotken a manageable

andusefulway.

In addition to cataloguing, classification of the books is an aspect of integration closely tied

to use. Gouping books into classes makes it easier to explore an area of interest and find a
desired book. While modern professional librarians make use of several established and
standard classification schemes, a private library can be divided into whateverieattte

owner desires. The classification process therefore serves to further associate the books with
their owner, and with his needs and interests as a reader and scholar. Classification is most
frequently by subject, but categories can also be drgnaraund other meaningful features

of books: for example, books from the same former owner can be grouped together, as can
books of the same size or published in the same country. These categories can be manifested
in a number of way®often physical arragement on the shelves is based on classes, and it can

also be expressed in the ordering of the catalogue.

Analyzing EIllysdéds and Mitchell 6s behaviour i
multiplicity of facets and purposes. Tracing the evice of integration activities shows

where and how Ellys spent time and money on his collection, and what his priorities were for

its presentation to the outside workh overview of the integratioproceso f  E libragys 6 s

will complicate notions of kury, status and distinction, and examining the various

integration behaviours will reinforaieh e di ffi culty of reconciling
definitions of libraries and collectarsli t chel | 6 s uni que system of i
andw | | reveal i'tsel f t o berhighstorywilldhenbehi s | i br

examined in terms of how it fits into the wider social context of the early eighteenth century,

first by considering the library as a personaliexgression oE | |synter@sts and priorities.

This personalized integration system will then be shown to consolidate and externalize
El'lysds position and character, building and
distinction established by the library. Firyalintegration activities will be connected to

contemporary debates about the ownership and management of knowledge, to demonstrate

how the intimate history of a single library connects to and embodies its social circumstances.
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System of integration

From the time Mitchell took up a futime position with Ellys in 1730, he undertook
extensive work to integrate his employerds e
contributionis n producing t he c ahewlytdgafecambgueed | ys o s
significant,as itdemonstrates an intention to facilitate tls®ughorganisationThe original

catalogue of this library is fascinating and bears extensive description, as the system guiding

the structure and level of déttin its entries can reveal much about the priorities of Ellys as

owner and Mitchell as integratd.nt r i es typically include the
publication, publisher, year, format and a shelfmark, although the shelfmarks are almost all
scribbled out.

.Lﬁwéy/}:ﬁw.‘) A bect , //%m //, brteal /mz 7/;4}%2 AR
/! witd n’/ﬁfh‘az b othr Gail SMe S e, aspuneiodl, &
» ebni m/4 - 7 oS e 7/,( 4 M%/,&
colleorn. 044;:2 Zw;/» /7?0'5”" RERE 74

Figure 2 Typical catalogue entry including author, title, publication details, format and scribbled out shelfmark.

In addition to bibliographic details, entries occasionally include otti@mation (for

example a description of the binding), althoulgé tatalogue is evidently intended primarily

as a finding aid and research tool, rather than a source of information about the physical items
in the library. These details were seen asilgegral to the description of the book and were
generally not included in the catalogue. While this is certainly different from modern
cataloguing in typically excluding any cogyecific information in the entry, it seems to

share the concept of tliseed copyfrom modern cataloguing practice, in which a

bibliographic description is given as if a work were perfect and complete.

4 Shelfmarks and the physical arrangement of the books on the shelves will be digtussed

greater detaibelow.

°Seeforexampl&. Thomas Tansell e, OTSudiestoncept of i
Bibliography, 33 (1980), 1853.
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The catalogue, while an invaluable remnant of the integration system, is unfortunately
extremely challenging to comprehentislinordinately frustrating to use as it was

extensively interfered with in the nineteenth century. The original sheets of paper were cut up
into smaller slips and pasted into eight large, lealloemd volumes. The slips are not of a
standard size, arthn have as few as one or as many as dozens of entries oividugym.

slips have partialftrimmed words or letters in the left mardimot part of the body of the

entry, these were obviously not deemed important by the nineteentiry assembler and

there is no way now of telling what their original purpose may have béeny of the slips

were cut up in such a way as to trim off portions of words and letters, and the lines of writing
on adjacent slips now do not match Whis certainly means that dd&of entries have been
trimmed off and the order of entries chandéds, unfortunately, certain that some whole

entries have been lost. Looking through the pages of the aloum books sometimes shows that
the slips have writing on their verso sides, whach now pasted down. This writing is not

just scribbles, as in a few places it can be determined that they are catalogue entries which are
now entirely obscured. The peculiar exception to this is found in the list of works of the

prolific writer William Prynne (16001669). The library contains dozens of his works, as

does the cataloguein fact, two and a half entire pages of the catalogue are devoted to his
oeuvre. Two of these pages are taken up by individuapage slips, pasted in only at the

edgeby the gutter, meaning the slips can be turned over and both sides seen. It seems that the
compiler of the new catalogue shared EIIl ysos
list his works. But it is not at all clear why the rest of the eightwas of the catalogue,

apart from these two pages, feature slips with only one side visible. If the nineteatithy
rearranged catalogue was intended to be useful for navigating the collection, then these
invisible entries are inexplicable. It suggasigt by the time this work was done, the slip

entries were past being practical and had been overtaken by some other type of catalogue or

shelflist, although no catalogue is extant from before the mid twentieth century.

Since the catalogue was compilésratively rather than all at once, as is certain based on
additions and alterations made to many entries, it might make sense that the pages were cut
into slips well before the nineteenth century in order to facilitate the addition of new works

into the @talogue. There is some slight evidence to support this. The slip with entries for

0Ani mals, Memoirs for a Natur al Hi story of t
Charles |1 é6 | ooks as if it carries on with e
O6An@lma verba Graecaébo, but in fact the | ast
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been pasted carefully together with the slip aldoliee writing of the top slip overflows onto
the lower slip, suggesting they were originally a single piece of paperyet there is an
overlap of about two millimetres visible between the two gligsey were already in two

pieces with this small overlap when they were originally written on. There are also several

peculiar i nstances o forigmdl averlappingmeghbodrsawhem 6t f o u
l ook as i f the writing has overflowed onto a
Could it be that the slips were already cut

separable? The possibilitytisere, and yet it seems unlikely given the1stemdard size and
shape of the slips now pasted into the albums. It also does not explain why the entries would
have been written with such little regard for staying within the boundaries of the slips to keep
the writing visible; this catalogue, being quite a laborious product of the integration process,
was intended to be used and its integrity presered cutting off sections of words

undermines this.

Even more confounding is the occasional blank slip pastedten withdiscernible writing

on the verso side. This seems ludicrowshy paste a slip writing side down, rather than

simply discard it? It is possible that there was writing on the fadeesétblank slips

originally and that it was erased at some point after the volumes were assembled. Under the
entry for James Foster, for example, it appears that two records have been removed. It is
difficult to see, but it is just visible that the papasibeen washed or scraped where

something was eliminated. This suggests that a work was removed from the library and the
entries were obliterated to keep the catalogue up to date. This could explain the blank slips, if
the writing was erased after the slyere pasted into the new volumes. And yet there are

other entries in the catalogue that do not correspond to items in the library now, and these

entries are not erased or removed.

6 Claude Perraulle moi r 6s for a Natur al Hi story of Ani
Descriptions of Several Creatures Dissected by the Royal Academy of Sciences at Paris

(London: Printed by Joseph Streater, 1688); Thomas FranKldredAnnals of King James

and King Charles the FirsBoth of Happy Memagr(London: Printed by Tho. Braddyll, for

Robert Clavel, at t heyart® €6810;dahrkStrypAnndistothe Paul 0 s
Reformation and Establishment of Religion, and Other Various Occurrences in the Church of
Engl and; during the First Twel (londohePaimtess of Qu
for John Wyat, 1709); Guillaume Moré&ge verbis anomalis commentarius,quo singula

verba, aut anomola, aut alioqui difficilia ordine alphabetico ad sua themata reugcantu

(Paris: Apug Guil. Morelium typographum Regium, 1558).
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Another curious aspect of the catalogue is that it is written not griitchell but by at least

four other hands. It is possible that the catalogue was begun by someone else (the second

most common hand after Mitchell s is a | arge
cataloguing process) and taken over by Mitch&léw Ellys hired him. But there is evidence

to suggest that the different cataloguers were working simultaneMeshy. slips have

entries written in multiple hand®vidence that the team of cataloguers worked together on

the same pages ratremalgamatinghan their work laterNevertheless, Mitchell certainly

seemed to be the cataloguerchief, as his handwriting appears more than any other. In

addition, he alone adds to or alters the entries of other hands, as with the entry for the
Philosophical Tranactions of the Royal Societyh er e he adds the note 6

original record in the elegant hand.

The presence of a single duplicate entry also indicates that the catalogue was produced by

more than one pers@multaneouslyAlthough the libary had duplicates of several works,

only one work is (visibly) entered in duplicate in the catalogiue 1554 Estienne edition of

Anacreon Bot h eAnakesoneasds Ui ou mel U. Anacreon
Stephano luce & Latinitate nunc priim donataé?,and yet the two are in different hands

(one 1is Mitchell 6s) . (Both copies remain in
other.) The two slips are now pasted on the same page but separated by entries for two other
works fromthesampu bl i sher. Since el sewhere duplicat
copiesd6 next to the entry, i1t 1is wunclear why
second copy of the book was acquired unless this was an oversight or miscommunication
between théwo cataloguers responsible. This is presumably a mistake in the cataloguing

process, but the mistake obligingly suggests to us the workings of the system.

There is more evidence of multiple |ibrary w
mostimmediately obvious feature tying the collection together. Noticeable right away when
perusing the library, these are small capital letters written in the front of most of the books.

An M in Mitchell 6s hand i s by ahelibewgy,whicmar gi n

" Royal Society (Great BritainPhilosophical Transactions, Giving Some Account of the
Present Undertakings, Studies, and Labours of the Ingenious, in Many Considerable Parts of
theWorld (London: printed for S. Smith and B. Walford, printers to the Royal Society; 1665

), 1T XXXVI .

8 Anakreontos Tiou me[@\nacreontis Teij OddeAb Henrico Stephano Luce & Latinitate

Nunc Primum Donatagtrans. by Henri Estienn@&ris Apud Henricun Stephanum, 1554)
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is positioned alwaysm the top left corner of the front flyleaf recto. But four others occur with
enough frequency that they must have something to do with the Ellys collection and
shoul dndt be consi der ed &thesemtherwdedisalarge. The n
elegantlyformed D (perhaps associated with the elegant hand in the catalogue), which is
found at the top right corner of the front flyleaf recto. Some other books instead have a
capital A with a pronounced foot on its rigag. While this A is found on the front flyleaf

recto, its position there is more variable than the M or D codes, appearing anywhere on the
top half of the page. Two other letters are occasionally found in the books too: a capital R
with an almostlosed bwer lobe (some closely resemble a B) followed by a colon, and a
graceful cursive S centered at the top of the flyleaf recto. The R code is the most variable
with respect to position, appearing anywhere on the front flyleaf or the title page, and often

onan angle as if it has been hastily and carelessly scribbled.

None of these five letter codes ever appear in the same books, which again suggests that all
five were purposefully applied to the Blickling collection. It does not appear that these books
wereadded to the collection after Ellys died, and the publication dates demonstrate that they
were not all acquired by Ellys before he hired Mitchell as his librarian in 1780ems

reasonable to assume that these were the same aides who also contrithéteadtalogue,

but it is impossible to compare a handwriting sample from the catalogue to a single upper

case letter, and so their identities remain a mysWhile very distinctive of this collection,
these codes dondt s e e ership.dfthéywsreintendedtomak a mar k
ownership, one would expect them to be an E (for Ellys) rather than an M (for Mitchell) or
another letter. The letter codes certainly do not function as any sort of security device, as any
other ownership mark mightsahey do not appear in all the books in the collection (sets of
multiple volumes, for example, often have a code in the first volume only leaving the rest
blank). Instead, the purpose of the codes is internally focused, as much facilitating the work

to integrate the collection as it is an aspect of the integration system itself. For the most part,

it seems that the M code also signals that a work has been entered in the catalede®, as
Mandelbrote andfvonneLewis suggest.There are very few works with an M code that do

not appear in the catalogue and the absence of some is explained by those slips pasted writing

side down.

9 Learning to Collect: The Library of Sir Richard Ellys (168242)(London: National Trust,
2004) p. 23.
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The different codes seem to be evidence of the working practices of the library, again
suggestinghat more than one person was involved in the integration process at a given time.
This is supported by the evidence of mutllume sets, which sometimes have more than one

letter code in their different volumeBhere is, for example, a handsome setaufkds on

topography, in which are found three different letters spread over the volumes. The books are

folio-size with bluestained edges, and bound in vellum with stamps and tooling in blind on
the upper and lower boards. All have hdetered spine titein black ink, and the front

flyleaf of each volume has an inscription (all in the same unknown hand, presumably that of a

former owner) giving the title and a shel f ma

board of each in a red crayon. Although paoblished as a mutiolume work, the books are

obviously related to each other and come from the same former owner whose writing appears

on the flyleaves, and were evidently acquire

are marked with an M, see with a D, and some with an A. Likewise the eighteen volumes
(containing thirtysix issuespf thePhilosophical Transactions of the Royal Sogietlkiich
were also certainly acquired together based on a price included for all eighteen volumes:
some beaan M code and some a D cod&his must be evidence of collaboration in the
laborious integration process, with several librarians working simultaneously to mark the
multiple volumes of these large sefsie most likely explanation is that Mitchell had/eeal
aides who also worked to check each incoming book and used their initials to mark it.
Employing multiple library workers would indicate that Ellys did not hesitate to spend money
on the care and management of his collection. Rather than spendiiggnatiney on
acquisitions, he also prioritized the integration of his baolksder to produce the library

that he desired.

Examining the letter codes in multdlume sets is useful as they can also give some hints of
how and when a series of books weguared. Most of these sets were presumably bought

and integrated as full sets rather than separate volumes: they are entered in the catalogue
under a single entry, and the letter code is usually followed by the number of volumes (as in

figure3, of odM)2 w i tten into the first vol ume

10 Royal Society (Great Britain)i xxxvi .

92

0 |



Figure 3 Mitchell's M code and '\;o]ume note

However, the letter codes indicate several circumstances wherevolultie sets were

acquired (or at least integrated) volume by volume rather than all togetiker.

Pont op pestedfesiigiaDanorumextra Daniams a set of three volumgsaiblished
from174€-41, and the code in volume onetreads,
However, volume three also has an M code,
system of marking only the first volume. This suggests that volume three was acquired first
and marked with the code, and when the set was completed later with saoand two a
new letter code was applied in the first volume. With the thodeme set
Recueilhistoriqued'actes, ®yociations, M@noires et traitez depuis la PaikUtrecht

jusqu'au Second Congs de Cambray inclusivemeibis the later volumes #t were acquired

subsequently: the flyleaf in volume one has

replaced by 12 in a different itk These discrepancies in the letter codes of rpaltt sets

providecrucial information about the timeline tife acquisition and integration phases in a

as

w h

bookdés Iife cycle. While it is wunlikely that

handle each book and add his initial to it at a time well into his employment with Ellys, there
is only very oblique evience in the collection to indicate definitively that integration was an
ongoing process and nedmethingdone all at once. Crucially, this updating of the letter
codes proves that the integration process
was updated later if need.hategration activity was ongoing and constant rather than-a one

time project.

1 Erich PontoppidarGesta et vestigia Danorum extra Danidbeipzig and Copenhagen:
Sumptibus lacobi Preussii, 1740).

12 Jean Rousset de Misfg,e c u e i | hi storique doacteedepuisn ®g o C |

|l a Paix déUtrecht jusqubdau Second Con-gr s

la-Chapelle), 21 vols (The Hague; Amsterdam; Leipzig, 1'’B28.E|l | ys 6s col |l ecti

contains only twelve of the twentyne volumes, the rest being pubgshafter his death.
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Many of Mitchell 6s codes are accompanied
printing errors. These collation notes accompany the M ocodbke flyleaf, and in muHi

volume sets are to be found in the first volume only, such as Mitleellaneous Worksf

John Greavewhere the collation note in volume 1 refers to an error in volufdé/@st of

these copyspecific notes (to use a ternoiin modern cataloguing) are very brief, as in the
1476 edit i onFirnidni dédumis iastittitionibss &duersus gentes rubrice primi
libri incipiunt, i n which is found Mitchell s not e
6" & the firstof the 7'b o o'kTais is a fairly small problem of collatignan error that

could easily be discovered from looking at the catchwords and would not cause inordinate
confusion in reading and yet Mitchell still frequently remarks on this type of sma#itake.
These copyspecific notes demonstrate that instead of signaling ownership, the letter codes
function as an assertion that the book has been examined and is found to be complete and
correctly collated. This is revealed by the syntax surrounding sdrimese M codes. In
Joannes Dr uAdlogssdifisiliord Bsude, ludicum& Samuelem commentarius

liber,f or i nstance, t WautthegtNna. arfp. 465d2siswrdng not e

by

6T

0

foldedd; indeed, the collation is i nfgeewbdéct as

Obutd®d here proves that the M code asserts

here modifiedSome of these copgpecific notes identify very small detail3esiderius

a

E r a s nbe Bbérg arbitrio diatribe, siue Collat@ f 1524, for exampl e, b

note 6There are some few words “Wamtoinn @si n7@R.6

Corps universel diplomatique du droit des gensas evidencef even greater effort: a slip
of paper has been inserted inside the fro
hand of detailed collation €& Thewalusnesmrext t o
covered in a temporary paper binding déimel edges are not evenly trimmed, which would

have made it somewhat cumbersome to examine each page. This suggests that the volume

13John GreaveMi s c e | | a n @andos: J. Waghsk 57.37).

14 _actantius De Diuinis Institutionibus Aduersus Gentes Rubrice Primi Libri Incipiunt
([Rostock]: Per fratres presbiteros et cl[er]icos co[n]gregationis domus viridisorti ad
s[an]c[te]m Michaelum in opido Rostocken[si] p[ar]tium inferioris Sclauie, 1476).

15 Joannes Drusiu#yd Loca Difficiliora losuee, ludicum, & Samuelem Commensa
(Frankener: excudebat Fredericus Heynsius Typographus. Sumptibus lohannis lohannis
bibliopolee Arnhemiensis, 1618).

6Desiderius Erasmufe | i ber o ar bi tr {[Baselt Apaud loannend s i ue

Frobenium, 1524).
17 Jean Baron de Carlscroon Dumadgrpsuniverse diplomatiquedu droit desgers, 8 vols

(Amsterdam ; The Hague: <chez P. Brunel , R.

|l 6Honor ® et Chatelain. A | a Haye, chez P.
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was to be sent for proper binding and that

finding and reordering the misbod pages.

Very occasionally a copgpecific note refers to something other than collation or printing

error. The saand edition of Bernard de Montiac o h'antgjuit®expliquee et rep®sen® en

figuresc ont ai ns MiNBcTheolwrnebotls Imookiwas:at some pains to get the

plates of the first edition to joyn with the text or explication of the second edfifidgain,

this is evidence of Mitchell s i ntense scru
undertake bibliographical resear This is particularly impressive given that the first edition

of the work is not held at BlicklingMitchell would presumably have had to consult an

external source or expert to determine how the plates joined with the updatd@théesopy

specific ndes inCi ¢ eQ@per& sum delectu commentariorpenset of nine volumes

published in Paris between 1740 and 1742, while revealing the order of acquisition, also

suggest an external sour c & Tliedirstvalimehashel | 6s ¢
Mitchell s notes: oM. 9. wvol. all compl . 6 a
6M. vol. 4, 5, 66, and the seventh has: 6éM.

three batches of three books each and Mitapgilied his M code as soon as they arrived,
adding his final note 69. vol. all compl . o6
volumes, the | ast three have not been cut o
year of their publicadn. This suggests that the pages of arriving books were not cut

immediately during the integration process but were left for the reader. It also raises an
important question: why did Mitchell add his M code to signify completeness, if he did not

open thepagestocheck?stuggests he wasndét al ways basing
information anchis own checksbut on an external (trustworthy) source telling him whether

a book was completand noting any printing errarblitchell, as discussed aboweas part of
book-buying networks and had associates in the business; he likely discovered this

information from sellers or other librarians that he kn€lese copyspecific notes are found

18Bernard @ MontfauconL 6 ant i qui t ® expl i gu @ePars:tCheze pr ®s e
Florentin Delaulne, 1719); Bernard de Montfaudor ant i qui t ® expl i qu®e
figures .., Seconde edition, revue et corrigée. (Paris: Chez Florentin Delaulneyta veu

doHi | ai re Fouc aul-Geoffray Nyoih, Etienne€CGaneau, Nimlas,Goselina n

et PierreFrancois Giffart, 1722).

19 Marcus Tullius CiceroQpera: Cum delectu commentariorfaris: apud Joan. Bapt.

Coignard, Hipp. Lud. Guerin, Joan. Desaint, & Jaaerin, et Londini, apud Paulum

Vaillant, 174042).
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only in Mitchell 6s handwr i todenamd da notlapgear ivith n e x t
the D, A, S, or R: codes. Thiattern along with the overwhelming ratio of M codes to other

letters, suggests that Mitchell held a special position in the integration process. It is clear that

to him fell the majority of thevork and his were the bibliographical expertise and the

professional connections.

In addition to the system of collation notes next to the M code on the flyleaf recto, many of

the books have a note i n Mitcheflthese®gentifyand on
an anonymous author, asDe origine etincrementis typographiaey Johann Heinrich

Leich, where Mitchell 6s note O6Leichiusdé appe
title page?® Even when an author is known but is not namethe title page, as ie 1716

Della Scienza chiamata Cavalleresgah er e t he aut hor 6s name Fr an.
printed at the end of the epistle de&dicatory
Whenunable to identify an authavjitchell adds a short title opposite the title page. This

may be a phrase or a single word of the beginning of theAtliging these notes, especially

when based on an author named in the text or a title printed in the work, seems goth#ess
information is already easily available to the reader. But the consistent placement suggests

that they areotintended for thegader. Instead, these identifying notes are an integral aspect

of the integration system, facilitating the cataloguing process, use of the books, navigation,

and an intertextual approach to reading: in short, Mitchell is using these short notes to
indicatetheaccess poinin the slip catalogue Access pointdé is a term
modern librarianship, indicating the key terms linked to given records. For example, an
authoro6és name i s an access point tseseriesntri es
title is an access point to entries for all the works in a s&rg$hough potentially related to
classification, access points retrieve positions in the catalogue, not positions on the shelf. This

is the reason f or ndasoncthedyleavéssthewgive theoaccess potht t i t |
for the work, and therefore show where to look in the catalogue for the full r&¢begdte not

otherwise marked, th#efaulta c cess point i s the authordds sur

under that acess point in the catalogue together with all other works by the same author.

20 Johann Heinrich LeictDe Origine & Incrementis Typographiae Lipsiensis Liber
Singularis...(Leipzig: In aedibus Bern. Christoph. Breitkopfii, 1740).

21 Francesco Scipione Maffei MarquiBella Scienza chiamata Cavalleresca libri tre.

(Rome: Presso Francesco Gonzaga in via Lata, 1710).

22 See for examplé&nne Welsh and Sue Batleyractical Caaloguing: AACR, RDA and

MARC21( London: Facet, 2012) , chapter 4 O6Access
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Anonymous authors, then, are identified to provide an access point which is written on the

flyleaf verso.

As can be seein Figure4, the catalogue entries are laid out with élceess point alone in the

left margin and the rest of the bibliographic details indented.

L Fokewel (swgﬂa ,9 manner of-fslhing Porbiumants i Snglondihe. foid. Ropo
Pemsridl) of %M&/&)Armamu /@wu)nyj
/’umm»f me pofping Bill. b 30.5.5. Goni- 16300 P

7&44«9 »f;h /wqaé m,,./uafuwa poerof &

on/q gy =

Figure 4 catalogue entry for William Hakewill (Hakewel), showing access point

Each access point is usually given only once, with subsequent works listed below with a

horizontal line in the left margin to indicate the same access point: in this case, multiple

works by the same author. Interestingly, the different hands that coattitauthe catalogue

do not add works to each otherds access poin
by writing the same access point again. These duplicated access points suggest that the
catal oguers were not avdtidgionthe sane pagabutweret her 6 s
instead starting a new initial entry for the first work they catalogued under each new access

point. This is surprising and inexplicable, as elsewhere the cataloguers seem to have been
collaborating on the same pages & tatalogue. Access points are used differently where a

work is not easily connected to a catalogue
not known the title serves as the access point and full bibliographical details can be found
recorded undeihe first word or words of its title. A few of the flyleaf verso notes make it

obvious that they function as access points, for exartijgel 6480tia sacra optima fides.

The workwas written anonymously, and Mitchell has not identified an author (alth@ugh
twentiethcentury hand has identified the authoMikimay Fane, 2nd Earl of

Westmorlanl®?The flyl eaf ver OtaSdcids t he wotre odumdenr
signifying that this has a title main entry and is to be found literally under that term in the

catalogue.

23 Mildmay Fane Earl of Westmorlan@tia sacraoptima fidegLondon: Richard Cotes,
1648).
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It might seem obvious, to anyone who knows the rules of the system, that an anonymous

work is found under its titleiVhy botherthento include the access note? In faxiding a

title note in this standard position is part of the system, indicating that the main entry for the
work is under the title; it is not the wording of the access point that is relevant, but the very

fact ofits presencé? There are exceptions to this system. Some works with a known author

still have a title access note and appear with their main entry recorded under the title rather

than the author. For instandéai Eb'n Yockdan, an Indian princer, Theselttaught

philosopherby lbn” ufail, Muda mma d i b-Maliki(Abl85) alhas t heHanmccess

Ebo6én Y oontkedflgeaftverso, indicating a title main entirydeed, the work is recorded

fully under the title in the catalogd@Thereasonsfo t hi s aren6t <cl ear, bl
standard procedure indicates that Mitchell purposely made the decision to enter this work

under its title rather than its auth@it.is possible that Mitchei hought Hai Ebbén Y
was t he aut thettlopagemalkesoear that theé autherlbn Tufgl.) One

reason for a title main entry, even when an author is known, is for works by multiple authors.
Unlike in modern cataloguing, where the first author is used as the main entry point, Mitchell
entered these works under the tiBsychrolousia: or, The bkiory of coldbathing, both

ancientand moderhas t he &olkBatimd noont et e fl yl eaf verso
including the names of the authors Edward Baynard and Sir John Floyer, are found in the

catalogue under the title access péint.

Thesys em of i ntegration employed in EIlIlysés |
Mitchell was able to adapt his cataloguing practices to suit a variety of circumstances, such as
anonymous authors and multiple authors of a single work. The consisteth@yedictability

of this system facilitated use by all readers and users of the catalogue. That Ellys employed a

librarian, and presumably empowered him to create this complex system of integration,

24This is the equivalent of adding a 0 as the first indicator in a 245 field with no 1XX field

when producing a MARC21 catalogue record.

Muda mma d i b-Mali&lBnb dfaylaTThe Hi st ory of Hai EbOon Y
Prince, or, The Selfaught Philosopher, Written Originally in the Arabickrigue by Abi

Jaaf ar E b(loomdonTRriptdd &oi Richard Chiswell and William Thorp, 1686).

26 John Floyer and Edward BaynaRkychrolousia: Or, The Histgrof ColdBathing, Both

Ancient and ModernThe fifth edition (London: Printed for William and John Innys, at the

WestEnd of St . -y®#dalre2hs Chur ch
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firmly demonstrates EI | ytegoreating @branyiodtofibisnt t o an

diverse books.

Personalization

Examining the integration system closely rev
and priorities. The treatment of certain subjects and people indicates their particular

significance tahim and their important role in producing the library Ellys desired from the

disparate books he collectdebr certain works, the most salient bibliographical detail is not
authordos name or title but accesspoidseaes poi nt b
particularly illuminating because they reveal to us what terms were salient to Mitchell in

designing the catalogue, and Ellys in usingite French palaeography scholar Jean

Mabillon (16321707) for examplejs used as the basis fonance subject access point. The

library contains several works by Mabillon, but although these are absent (or invisible) in the

slip catalogue, Mabillon is still given as an access point under a different work. The entry for

O0D6 Achery (Ludas) Chdilceicltagpi wmetser umé Pari sij ¢
fol.d has Mitchell 6s hooMakilorovNEB .a n. odl (me edt unh ec
volume contains a life of Jean Mabillof)T h e u n d e r Mabilloméi righ dd fc a& es t h
is another access point, and indeed it appea
in an entry giving the title of this book. Mabillon, as a scholar of palaeography, was of great

rel evance t o EI | gteng and thissulgect acsess poimt fadilietedt u a | hi

discovery of worksaboutMabillon as well apy him.

There is also evidence of particular decisions made around some title access points. In

keeping with Mitchell 6s sy sdpeim,Edbwdr o eYyu ma@
1730Two Epistlesto Mr. Pop€ The book has the Ppweadictabl e a
Mitchell s hand on the flyleaf verso and the

Despite the fact t h a&tesaipive acceBoppi,@andw mard likelyb e a

27 Spicilegium, sive, Collectio veterum aliquot scriptorum qui in Galliee bibliothecis

delituerant e d . by Luc dOo fearis:dpugMontahuat, 1 &3)e di t i o

28 Edward YoungTwo Epistles to Mr. Pope Concerning the Authors of the(Agedon:

Printed for Lawton Gilliver, at Hostreett0s Head
1730).
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term that a user would search, the entry is found under the very generic first word of the title.

Pope is evidently of less interest than Mabillon. In contrast, however, in some instances a

different part of tle title is used, as IA pack of Puritansmnaintayning the vnlavvinesse, or
vnexpedience or bofdf pluralities and nonresidenayritten anonymously by Sir Peter
Wentworth and published in 1644 T he access point on the flyle
Puritarssd and the entry Puntansha pac&l ofdeé. begGivms ed
underscor i nRuritamd s hgnwbsdtbat it is the acces
more descriptive term than OPacsiobtoand Mitche
i mpl ement an access point more relawed to th
Epistles to Mr. PopeAlthough access points based on topic keywords are very common in

modern cataloguing, subjects are not commonly used as access pointgictNh e | | 6 s sy st

The choice of these access points indicates the importance of these topics to Ellys.

Even more tell i rHa mipg fetmibia seeemlooktise books.orhisig 6

applied to books about John Hampden (12683), who challengetthe legality of the ship

money tax and was one of the Five Members Charles | attempted to arrest for high treason in
1642 he was als& | | greafgsandfatheF’An i | l ustrative example o
treatment in the catalogue isTihe argiments of Sir Richard Hutton Knight ... and Sir

George Croke Knifgt ... together with the certificate of Sir John Denham Knight ... upon a

scire facias brought by the Kings Majgst against John Hampdénas Mi t chel | 6s a«
poiHampdé® on the flyleaf, ard is found in the

Hampden (John). The Arguments of Sir Rich. Hutton, & Sir Geo. Croke,
together with the Certificates of Sir John Denham, upon a scire facias
brought against John Hampden esqgr é

29 A Pack of Pvritans, Maintayning the Vnlavvfulnesse, or Vnexpediencie ofLBoithon:

Printed for William Sheeres, 1641).

¥Conrad Russell, idwamMpderrolJahmi@nN®I5 in Oxfc
National Biography, Online Ed. (Oxford: OxtbtJniversity Press, 2008)
<https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/1216%accessed 3 March 2019%tephen K. Roberts,

O0Fi ve Members (Act. 1 6 4 fonabBjography, Gbné Edr d Di ct i o
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006h#ps://doi.orgl0.1093/ref:0dnb/94998> [accessed

3 March 2019].

31 Richard Hutton and George CroKéhe Arguments of Sir Richard Hutton Knigé and Sir

George Croke Kniglét.: Upon a Scire Facias Brought by the Kings Majesty, in the Court of
Exchequer, against John Hampden Esquifeondon: Printed by M. Flesher and R. Young,

the assignes of I. More Esquire, 1641).
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Ellysds relation to and admiration for Hampd
herei above Sir Richard Hutton, Sir George Croke, Sir JoenHam and even the King

himself.

Works relating to Hampden, like the examples above, also show evidence of the dynamic
cataloguing process, with changes made as desiredcdrhise seen from a note left by

Mitchell next to the entries for:

State TractsBeing a Collection of several Treatises relating to the

Government privately printed in the Reign of K. Charles 2. Lond. 1689 fol.

[shelfmark crossed o]

---- from 1660 to 1689. being the 2d vol. Lond. 1692. fol [shelfmark

crossed outf
Theentriemar e in Mitchell 6s hand, and next to the
Indeed, the two entries have been crossed out, and the individual works are now found
entered separately under author or title. This is rare, as most volumes ofenwadiigt are
entered as a single record, and yet it demonstrates once again the importance of these works,
which relate to John Hampden and the Civil War, and the desire to provide fuller catalogue
records for themHis interest in the shimoney trials andhis greatgrandfather John
Hampden is evident not only in the signs of reading in these volumes and this subject access
point, but also in the fact that works about Hampden are thus pulled out of the usual
cataloguing system to create a special categioparicular interest to Ellys with a greater

level of detail given. The system of access points is therefore not arbitrary.

Access points are not just used to lakookin handto its ently in the catalogue; there is

also a system of crogeferencing that links catalogue entries to each other henslystem of
crossreferences can reveal further details about the personalization of the cataloguing

system. The croseferencing systemiswey noti ceabl e in the entry

The Gentl emands Dictionary in 3 parts, viz.

32 State Tracts: Being a Collection of Several Treatises Relating to the Government Privately
Printed in the Reign of K. Charles (London: s.n., 1689).

33 State Tracts: Being a Farther Collection of Several Choice Treatises Relating to the
Government. From the Year 1660. to 1688ondon: Printed, and are to be sblgdRichard
Baldwin near the Oxford\rms in WarwickLane, 1692).
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Lond. Bonwicke, 2T BntryiSwitten iwthe ldrger@ledarit sadd,

under which Mitchell s a d d Bidioné&w i dnder which it is also
makes it clear to the user that the work, he
under a title access point. While the main entry is under the author, where full details are

g ven, a secondary entry, or added entry, I S
the title. This allows multiple search terms to lead to the same entry. The system-of cross
referencing indicates where entries have beer losiny of the undscored words lead to

entries that are now either on the pasiedn side of a slip or have been discarded. While

this is unfortunate as it proves that the picture generated by this slip catalogue is incomplete,

it helpfully hints at what the missing ergsi might say.

Crossreferences are frequently employed to handle cataloguing of volumes that contain

mul tiple works. Under the access point O0Born
his works which are bound together in a single volume anthshelfmark. Volumes of tracts

by different authors are also catalogued as
(John) 6, f or Strength autot\Veéeaknessd s 66 v iFd.l | owi ng t he

entry leads to the full detaifsr the volume and the seven works within it:

Strength out of Weakness; or a glorious Manifestation of the further
progress of the Gospel among the Indians of figland. Lond. Blague,
1652. 4to An Account giverto the Parliament by the Ministers sémt
them to Oxford etc. Lond. Gellibrand, 1647. 4dypocrisie unmaskedr a
true relation of the proceedings of the Massachussets agaimsGorton
etc.byEdw: Winslow Lond. Bellamy, 1646. 4tc€Cotton (John)rhe Keyes
of the Kingdom of Heaven, etc &dl. Lond. Overton, 1644. 4tGotton
(John)The way of the Churches of Christ in Némgland. Lond.
Simmons, 1645. 4t&otton (John)rhe Way of Congregational Churches
cleared, against Mr Rob. Baylie, Mr Rutherford, etc. Lond. Bellamie, 1648.
4to. Cotton(John)Singing of Psalms a Gospel Ordinance. Lond. Allen,
1647. 4to [shelfmark obliterated]

34 Georges Guillet de Sai@@eorgesThe Gentl eman6s Dictionary. I
Art of Riding the Great Horse. Il. The Military Art. lll. The Art of Navigat{tondon:

Printed for H. Bo n wiard;K.€Goadwin, I8.tWotto, B.dddokesin Chur c h
Fleetstreet; and S. Manship in Cornhill, 1705).

35 Society for Propagation of the Gospel in New Engl&tcength out of Weakness, or, A

Glorious Manifestation of the Further Progresser floe Gospel amongst the Indians in New
England(London: M. Simmons, 1652); Francis Cheynalh, Account given to the

Parliament by the Ministers Sent by Them to Oxtaahdon: printed by M[iles] F[letcher]

for Samuel Gellibrand at the Bras8erpent in Pauls Churglard, 1647); Edward Winslow,

Hypocrisie Unmasked by a True Relation of the Proceedings of the Governour and Company

of the Massachusets against Samvel Gorton tisdAccomplices(London: Printed by
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The underscored words indicate the access points for the individual works, listed either under
title or author, and Strdngirsotof Weakness,s jpws thtas ail n

entry for O6Cotton (John)6. The main entry an
found listed under the title of the first item in the volume (although they would presumably
be found under the author of the firsté m i f  written anenyneousky)twith cross

references under the individual aut horsoé nan

Crossreferences are also used to deal with the phenomenon of synonymy, a problem of
di scoverability still familiar to modern cat

reads: 6 B Apophthegrhesvid. Paroled remarquablesd 6 B o nnotmttlesrd i s

author access point, and leads to no works on its own (meaning it is also not used as an access
note in any of the books), but is a search term Mitchell anticipated and dealt with by referring

the researcher to a relevant access point. Mitellso anticipated and dealt with issues of
spelling, as i n Cartaeci G nwher: e OtCraaretseyring drectsla f ¢ r

the user to the entries under the access point as it is spelled by the cataloguer.

Following the crosseferenes through the catalogue can show how the author, title and

subject access points interacted to facilitate browsing and discovery. Searching for

Artemi dorus, for 1 nst an @emetigOnaraticatGr.eatent r y :
Etiam, Astrampsychi& Nicephoriversus Oneirocritici. Gr. Lat. Cum Nic: Rigaltij Notis ad

Artemi dor um. Lutet. Orry, 1603, Onrkitocritica| shel fn

Astrampsychi & Nicephori versus etiam Oneirocriteiwork about the interpretation of
dream3.**Fol | owi ng the underscored words to the a

|l eads to Mitchell 6s entry Siwllina@réacsld, opaopgeis y ¢ h i

& _cum no[trimmed off] & Artemidoru®i the last entry leads back to the author access

Richard Cotes for John Bellamy, 1646); John Cofidre Keyes of the Kingdom of Heaven:
And Power Thereof According to the Word of Glodndon: Printed by M. Simmons for
Henry Overton, 1644); John Cottorhe Way of th Churches of Christ in Nettingland, or,
The Way of Churches Walking in Brotherly Equalitiendon: Printed by Matthew Simmons
in Aldersgatestreet, 1645); John Cottdhe Way of Congregational Churches Cleared: In
Two TreatisegLondon: printed by Matthe Simmons, for John Bellamie, at the signe of the
three GolderLions, in Cornhill, 1648); John CottoBjnging of Psalmes a Gosgeltdinance
(London: Printed by M.S. for H. Allen, 1647).

36 Artemidorus DaldianugQneirocritica Astrampsychi & Nicephori versus Etiam
Oneirocritici (Paris: apud Marcum Orryja lacobaea, ad insigne Leonis salientis, 1603).
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point for Artemidorus, while the first is a cressference that leads to an access point for

0Si byllina Oracul ad. 0Si by (the Biloyéine Oractegand a 6 i s
has several wés under it including th&689 Galé editionof the Astrampsychi

Oneirociticon.3” Each crosseference under these entries leads on to another item related by
subject, and allows a researcher to discover previously unknown wobkewgingthe

catalogue.

Research trails like this are evidence of how laborious and effortful the compilation of this
catalogue undoubtedly was. The various entries were connected by someone who was
obviously familiar with the subjects of the works and with the research néadsotential

user in mind. It is obvious that this role fell mainly to Mitchiethost of the crosseferences
appear in his hand, even where he added them to entries written in another hand. Mitchell
seems to have been assisted by several other pbapiewas he who was in charge of
intellectually organizing the catalogue. It was mostly he who made use of the system of
crossreferencing, and he alone who chose the access points and wrote them in the actual
books (even in books with a different letberde, where Mitchell did not check the collation
himself). He also links together his entries with entries written by a different cataloguer. In
An abstract of the historical part of the Old Testamemitten anonymously by Edward

Harley, Mitchelladdste access point o6 HA3Thémaineéntryforthche f 1 vy

work under O6Harl eyo, however, iI's written in
|l eads to a secondary entry in Mitchdel !l 6s han
Testament. vidHarleyo referring to the main entry unde

further confirms that Mitchell, although a physician by training, was an able librarian by
profession, able to collaborate with and manage the efforts of a teaheotataloguers and
to devise and i mplement an effective system
El'lysds requirements and priorities; his 1 nt

represented in the works 8frength out of Weaknesandthe research trail above reveals

E | | wterdianto theClassics All these works received detailed catalogue records and the
catalogue infrastructure is used to full advantage to enhance discoverability for these specific

topics.

Si byl | i aklloc esteSibyllta omaouka Astrampsychi Oneir€riticum], ed. by
Servatius GalléAmsterdam Apud Henricum & Viduam Theodori Boom, 1689).

38 Edward HarleyAn Abstract of the Historical Part of the Old Testament: With References
to Other Parts of the Scriptuf&ondon: Printed by W. Bowyer, 1730).
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Mi t ¢ h el | 6gsabilityarid g&amibagty witimthe priorities of his employer is further
demonstrated in his use of standardized access points. John Bridges, whose large private

library was sold athree salesin 6 wi t h several books ending u
found as an entry in the catalogue despite there being no works authored by him in the

library. Theentryreadsi Br i dges (John) A CaBibbothecgeue of hi s

Bridgesianae catalogusd, di recting the usergudafomthéhe ent r
saleof hislibraryl n t he next volume, there is another
Bridgesianae6 wi t h Biblintbeca thenmain éntryertthe wockisi on, o6 v i

found under the access ppdinntt 6@BibHliiod threeccaadd .al
for a great number of other sale, auction, and library catalpgegardless of whether

0Bi bliothecad is thetfiseetmswarmdtofoBtheii ot thietc
unified access poinserving as the point of entry for all works in this genre of library

catalogues. This could almost be seen as a very simple version of what modern cataloguing
protocol would call an authorized access poiah access point not based on the exact

wordngd a wor kos title, author or subject as I

together related works through standardized #tatguage'

Another of theseprota ut hori zed access points is O6Stephe:a
Estienne familyof early French printers). Ellys had a great interest in the history of printing

on the Continent, and$fascination with the Estienne printing dynasty is evident in his great
number of their works (obviously collected with purpose) and the presendevef a

particularly rare Estienne volumas described in the previous chapter6 St ephanus 6 i s
author or title access pojrdnd in only one case could it be seen as a subject accesshmoint
Estiennes were not authors, their name did not appetae title of their works, and they

were the subject of only one 8tephdnorumn t he col
historia, vitas ipsorum ac libros complectesfsi709)**And yet t he &é6Stephanu

point lists over a dozen works published by Hstienne family. Some of these entries are

39 Bibliothecae Bridgesianae Cdtayus: Or, A Catalogue of the Entire Library of John

Bridges, Late of Lincolatnn, Esq..(London: Printed by J. Tonson and J. Watts, and to be

sold at most booksellers in town and country, 1725).

VLibrary of Congredst holii b ihtpsiauto@ia®dGgogr e s s
[accessed 2 August 2019].

41 Michael Maittaire Stephanorum historia, vitagsorum ac libros complectsiiLondon:

Typis Benj. Motte, impensis Christoph. Bateman, 1709).
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obviously also entered under the title, as they have a-meém®nce to an added title entry:

and yet the main entry is under the printer. This might be understandable for works like

Bibles or dictionaries, wobih dondét have a particular author
one of the Estiennes. And yet it is very unexpected for works that do have an identified
author, such as several works by Cicero for
anddonb appear under O6Cicerob6. For the purpose
functions as an authorized access point for all works from the Estienne printing family, taking
priority over the standard system that elsewhere prefers to enter works uhoerazt title

access points.

0Bi bliothecad and 6Stephanusé do not operate
which a modern electronic record can have many (authors, subjects, and series titles all have
standardized authorized access poiat®gnized by the Library of Congress). And yet they

perform the same function of drawing together and linking entries related along a single

di mension: genre, in the case of OBsibliothec
the case oddnd heulbjHaetp access point discussed
take priority over the cataloguebds typical s
these terms over what would otherwise be the main access point for a work. It is not clear

whether Ellys was directly involved in choosing these access points, but it is certain that
Mitchell 6s system was designed around featur
printers or works aboutis greatgrandfathey. Linking together these woskrelated along a

dimension that is not standard but personal, indicdatgshe catalogue was designed to

facilitate the use and perusal of the collection specifically by Blsle for the most part

predictable and standard, there is clear evidehcep er sonal i zati on around
and interestsWhile the selection of particular books and the acquisition of a collection
certainlyreflectthesepriorities, the integration procesgas also purposefully constructed

around EIl | yaséiams.i ndi vi dual p

Consolidation and Distinction

Much of the activity around integration served notligplayE | | y s Oexterrslty aut to s

consolidate and confirm to himself his position as a man of distinction. The integration
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system, particularly the catgue, was personalized based on the priorities of Ellys as its

owneri his family pride, his scholarly interests, and his religious devotion. It is not clear how

much this personalization was intended as a conscious effort to align the library pulihicly wi
ElIlysds selfhood, or whether the association
some smal |l evidence of how Ellysbdés | ibrary s
among his peers, most of the behaviour during the integration phase veamtaorally

focused practical considerations, rather than prestige, were paramdsifile integration,

especially the production of a catalogue, is a central aspect of the@dyiwvirayal of

i dent i mpulse tdektwmlizécio | | e led td aoprokfabation of private library

catalogues during this period as collectors sought to publicly and widely show off their vast

hoards in an effort to confer upon themselves the benefits of admiration and advancing
status?Ellysneve had one of these catalogues printe
much a personal copy for use in the library; and yet while the catalogue is not a public

display of richness and status, its inclusion of specific bibliographic details indicates how

Ellys valued his books and suggests his attitude towards them and himself.

Al though the majority of books in EIlysés co
the previous chapter proved that it is certainly not the case that he rejected beaytypeatl
aestheticsThe process of integration, as well as acquisition, demonstrates this intermittent
attention to aesthetics, and the occasional -@gg&gific details mentioned in the catalogue
demonstrate a great attraction to the materiality of bolkes . majority of catalogue entries,

we have seen, are fairly simple and contain bibliographic details and potential cross

references to other entries in the catalogue, and yet for some entries extra notes are added

giving specific details ontheitemsinlEy s 6s col | ect i on. I n all but
not equivalent to the type of coypecific notes usually written in the books themselves,

which most often refer to collatiom a couple of entries, Mitchell adds notes to himself

commenting on t condition of the item. Two entries for New Testaments under the
6Stephanusd access point have his note o6dirt

Boke of common praier, and administration of the Sacramentes, and other rites & ceremonies

42 Marjorie Swann,Curiosities and Texts: The Culture of Collecting in Early Modern
England(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 20@1¥.
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inthe Churche of Engl ande &Blondafthesathrae bomksiEima d ¢ on
the library now, which might indicate that they were discarded by a later owner due to their

poor condition. It is entirely possible that more entries had these notesdifien attached,

but they have all been trimmed off with only these few exceptions. The notes may have been
Mitchell 8ds notes to himself that the book ne

warn readers of the poor condition of the items.

Thegreat majority of the copgpecific notes in the catalogue give details of the appearance

of the books, indicating an awareness of the material nature of books and a pride in their

aesthetic and material value. Mitchell sometimes mentions that a heakgarticularly

notable binding or decoration, as in his ent
Manners, in England & Ireland. London, Aylmer, 1699. 8vo. Bound in Turkey, gilt leaves, &
ruled with red | i nesd, hemostoobl®reer & St&seomge s & Or d

MS. very fair, on Vellum; with the initial Letters of the Paragraphs qilt, also Leaves gilt; &

the Royal Arms on the Covedst @&* Thie underscoring here does not indicate a eross

reference to another access point, buteto highlight the unique features of this book.

While the bulk of these copspecific notes relate to the binding, some describe other features
such as the typeface, as 1 n: O0Abstract of <ce
entry oOwidtehnhoutbutthe Answer . Roman Let®®r é sin

43The Boke of Common Praier, and Administracion of the SacramenteStlamdRites and
Ceremonies in the Churche of Englarfdlendon: in officina Richardi Graftoni: Regii
Impressoris. Cum priuilegio ad imprimendum solum., 1552).

44 Josiah WoodwardAn Account of the Societies for Reforimatof Manners, in England
andlreland (London: Printed for B. Aylmer, at the Three Pigeons in Cornhill; and are to be
sold by the booksellers of London and Westminster, 16889)h e St at ut es and Or
the Most Noble Order of St Gege Named the Garter Refourmed Explayned Declared and
Renued by the Most High Most Excellent & Most Puissaunt Prince Henry Ye Eight by Ye
Grace of God Kynge of England and of Fraunce Defender of the Faith and Lord of Ireland
&c. 6 ([ Engl anndHall, Runbirgyaumper @B48i c k | i

4°Richard Casin, An Answer to the Two First and Principall Treatises of a Certeine Factious
Libell, Put Foorth Latelie, without Name of Author or Printielack letteredition(Printed at
London: by Henrie Denham for Thomas Chard., 1584& second, in Roman letter, may be
Richard CosinAn Ansvver to the Two Fyrst and Principall Treatises of a Certaine Factious
Libell, Put Foorth Latelie, without Name of Author or Printerdamithout Approbation by
Authoritie, Vnder the Title of An Abstract of Certeine Acts of Parlgr®aman letteedition
(London: Printed for Thomas Chard, 1588th versions were usually bound with the
Abstractpreceding thé&nswer The Roman letterersion may also refer William

StoughtonAn Abstract, of Certain Acts of Parliament: Of Certaine Her Maiesties
Iniunctions: Of Certaine Canons, Constitutions, and Synodalles Prouinciall: Established and
in Force, for the Peaceable Gauwenent of the Church, within Her Maiesties Dominions and
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One of the most notable of these appearance
in Hebrew, MS. on vellum, and rolled up on two round pieces of wood as is used in the

Syn a g o gTheessrdll is sadly no longer present in the library but must have been a

beautiful and mucivalued treasurat was not sold in the 1932 sale in New York and cannot
beidentified or tracedMitchell also notes the quality and rarity of certain volumes, as in his
entry OPall adttar@fn NmBea)l tAmwahsi tpe i nted on t hr
the | argest & best, an“Othenchtaloguer® commentthes2. cop i
features to some extent as well, as in the e
Regum Angliae, ex edit. & cum Notis Tho. Hearnij. Accedtiian. LelandNaenia in morten
Henrici Duddel egi Equitisé& MB.t df2 timi & hb sol &
but the majority of the comment s“Fortherbooksd a
evidence of pride in the material valwue of b
on a wor k6s hi st ostance,ahke ensyif@noindogia sive ma@aliumFor i n
sententiarumppelarsctasaneéd&adomol ogi a; sive mor e
Pyt hagor ae, Phocylidis, Sibyllae, Erythraeae
and is accompanied by Mitchd 6 s note ONB. These are the fir
used in France, as Mdaittairea s s u r & @hisrdaryis evidence of discussion between

Mitchell and Maittaire over the significance of this book to the history of Continental

printing, andthe inclusion of this detail in the catalogue demonstrates an interest and pride in
this Iimportant 1item. Similarly, Mi tchell 6s e
as: OBible Latina. Edi t Corid Tn@..rubrdeagri&iiot i a e , 146

deaur a very fine copy.® He comments on the Morocco binding and the gilding, and

identifies this Bible as a first edition, i.e. the first printed Bible. This is not true, of course, as

this edition postates the Gutenberg Bible, but as &s Ellys and Mitchell knew this was the

Countries, for the Most Part Heretofore Vnknowen and Vnpract{eshdon]: [Printed by
Robert Waldegrave], 1583j Mitchell's description meant to indicate that the second entry
was never issuedith the Answer rather tharsuggesting that the two parts of the work have
become separated

4 Andrea Palladio. 6 ar chi tettura doAndr e aVeRielPéradi o, di
Domenico Louisa a Rialto, 1711).

47 John RousHistoria regum Angligeed. by Thomas Hearne (f@xd: E Theatro

Sheldoniano, 1716Dn p . x| hersaregonly tirdescate copies of this book printed,
viz. twelve in large, and fourtjgic] eight in small pape 6 .

“8 Girolamo AleandroGnomologia Index Eorum Quee in Hoc Volum(Raris: Apud M.
Bolsecum, 1512).

49[Biblia latina] (Mainz: Johann Fust and Peter Schoeffer, 1462).
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first printed Bible ever produced and it is characteristic of the catalogue to draw attention to

its historical significance and pleasing appearance.

One of the most unusual and fascinating books in the colferstitheDictionarium, seu

Latinae linguae thesauruproduced by Robert Estienne of the famous Estienne printing

dynasty in 154Znd mentioned by Mitchell in a letter to Mackie before he even entered

ElI'l ysds empheymepy i n [EdtdthesEdtiennd fantyparsogallypb el o n g
and was used by Henri Estienne, the son of Robert, in his preparbtidare publications

An absolutely unique treasure, the book cont
and his added printed slipsnextta ny entri es. Mitchell 6s cat a
work as O0Stephani (Rob) Thesaurus Linguae La
1543. 4. vol. folCh. max , r e mis uniqeeness with the note:

NB. This copy belonged tden. Stephanyss appears by his own
name written with his own hand. It has also many MS Notes on
the Margin byH. Stephanu& printed Labels, several whereof are
not in the Edition 183.

Mitchell, uncharacteristically, seems here either to have been misinformed or to have

expressed himself badly; there was no edition of this Latin dictionary in t53®ossible

he is referring instead to tAdesaurus Graecae Linguaghich Henri Estiane published in
Genevain1572 and it i s possible that Heatni woul d
lexicon in the production of his own worRut it is equally possible that Mitchell is here

relating informatiorgiven to him ly an ill-informed adisor without checking itweracity.

Thiscopys peci fic i nformation demointhdhistaryaeds Mi t c h ¢
significanceof the books in his guardianshgmdis also evidence of an awareness of the

status a book like this conveyed uptsawner as a unique objebut reveals that he wast

as committed to accuracy in this instance as elsewhere.

The presence (or, more frequently, absence) of-spegific details in the catalogue entries

presents an odd paradd@Xiven the multiple coments about historical significance and

rarity, the results of a search fSaxontwo of t
Homilies and Psalter manuscripts, are remarkably underwhelming. Searchers for the Psalter

will be disappointed, as the boaknot to be found anywhere in the slip catalogue. Whether

its entry is listed on the back of another slip, was discarded in the production of the
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nineteentkcentury album catalogues, or was simply never entered into the catalogue, the

puzzling fact remais that there is now no record of its decorative titles and insular majuscule

|l etters in the Blickling catalogue. Under th
entry: OHomilies in Saxord. SARenmhiangepeasy &t or v
under O0Saxon6é as O0Saxon Homilies in the Saxo

barebones description is even more surprising than a missing entry:-Sagion

manuscripts are exceedingly rare, and Mitchell seems profoundly uninterestedonethn
addition, it is certain that Ellys was interested in this manuscript and highly motivated to
acquire it, as he went to great lengths to secure it for his collection rather than surrender it to
Edward HarleyOf course we cannot know how much BEllyalued these manuscripts, and he
may well have had them on constant display for all to see, and yet the catalogue entry makes

only minimal mention of their linguistic and historical significance and uniqueness.

The simple makeup of the majority of ea#y, as well as the absence of any comment on the
significance of the AngksSaxon Homilies manuscripts, suggest that the catalogue was

intended primarily for scholarly use and research, and that its purpose was not to act as a list

of expensive and rare lkmes to be shown off. But conversely, there is obviously an
awareness, even a preoccupation, wi th (some
features. The presence of details relating to lavish bindings, rarity, and historical significance
demonstates a complexity of purpose behind the catalogue and the library as a whole: a
complexity that corresponds to the dhesel ity o
two different priorities, intellectual and material or aesthetic, manifekeinlifferent

treatment of books in the collection. This might also be seen in the application of letter codes

T strangely, letter codes do not appear in all the books in the lil@ag/could assume that

those without an M code did not belong to Ellys Wwete perhaps already at Blickling Hall

when his books arrived there, or were added to the Blickling collection later after his death.

But some of the books without M codes were certainlythes1462 Mainz Bible, the
EstienneDictionarium, seu Latinagnguae thesauraysnd the AngleSaxon Homilies and

Psalter, which all definitely belonged to Ellys, do not have a code.

The | ack of |l etter codes o0nouwdesuggestaepatatee | i br
collection within the library of rare and curious objects. Ellys was certainly aware of the
significance of these works, and may have vathetlover their use as reading material.
Perhaps he or Mit c h ewiththeddddion®ftthe furectional yeto s ul | vy
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distracting cataloguing codH this is the case, itorrespond$o S w a n reftnison of

col | ect settigg asiddof 4 sklect géoup of objects, meaning that, at keastome

books Ellys fits with Pearsoahs d e f i bookicdllextar asoohe wdose books are valued

for traits beyond their physical ustThis notionof apossibletwo-tiered library still holds

when we look at the varied treatments wikpect to bindingBinding is a central aspect of

the outward integration process, which has been conspicuously absent thus far from the

present discussion. The reason for this is simple: there is very little concrete evidence of Ellys
actually having his books bounddnhisieanyy of EI I
already bound as they are still in sixteenth and seventeenth century bindings. Certainly Ellys

did have some of his books bound, but they were not bound to match in attractive and
decorative bindings as smymwasnatlidtdperiorityoas s 6 wer e
many items in the library remain unbound and their edges untrimmedéviaélemoirs of

Literature pamphlet series, for instance, although read and sometimes annotated, are stitched
together loosely with a light blue paper eovmaking them fragile and difficult to shelve

uniformly with bound volumes! This makes sense given the ephemeral nature of these

pamphlets (in contrast, say, to the attractiMayndPhilosophical Transactions of the Royal
Societywhich presumably haad longer lifespan of usefulnes$)yut there are also some

much larger books lying unbound on shelves.

For most volumes i n bi ndadlectiggiticogenerally nopcearar y wi
whether they arrived already bound or were sent for binding by Ellys)dnet are a few
cases where it can be reliably assumed a book was bounohb@ne such is the 1736
Histoire de la papesse Jeaniiew hi ch Mi tchel |l 6s code 6M 2 vol .

off slightly at the top, as if the pages were trimmed in the rebinding préicess. new

0 Swannp. 6;David Pearso) Boo ks f or Use anBdokBwnershpinFor Sh
Stuart England: The Lyell Lectures, 20@3xford: Oxford University Press, 2021), pp. 111
137; OCul tur és,pp.fl38BH| | ect i ngod,

! De la Roche, Michel, edNew Memoirs of Literature: Containing an Account of New

Books Printed Both at Home and Abroad, with Dissertations upon Several Subjects,
Miscellaneous Observations. &t.ondon: Printed for W. and J. Innys, 172%).

52 Royal Society (Great Britain)i XxXxvi .

>3 These are on the lower shelves of several presses, and water damage means that the
cabinets cannot be accessed for research or cataloguing. They have not been listed so
unfortunately they cannot be identified at this stage.

>4 Friedrich SpanheinHistoire de la Papesse Jeanne fidélement tirée de la dissertation

latine de Mr. de Spanhejrirans. by Jacques Lenfant, Troisieme édition augmentée, etc. (The
Hague: J. vanden Kieboom, 1736).
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flyleaves have been inserted before the original flyleaf bearing the M code. If Mitchell had
applied the ode to an alreadipound volume, he surely would have applied it to the front
flyleaf as he does elsewhedee a n d e S kife of @aspars delCbligralso bound

by Ellys,has two M codes, one on the original flyleaf before the title page, and anattiee

new flyleaf inside the upper board; the second M was presumably added after the book was
rebound® Both theHistoire de la papesse JeanaedGasparis Ctinij Castelloniiare in

fairly standard bindings: calf, with a small gilt floral roll andt ¢gholing on the spine. While

not cheap, these bindings are not nearly as lavish and stunning as they could be.

There is one book definitely bound under EI I
with Mitchell s not e ppimedNbratypeavigttgn shelflistbfthe d 6 . T
library in the Norfolk Record Office, and is near the entryMetus Testamentum iuxta

Septuaginta ex auctoritatd 1587. It is not clear how this slip ended up in Norwich pinned

to a typescript and althougfhs not certain, it seems safe to assume that the binding note

refers to the/etus Testamentymwhich is bound in calf, with a gilt floral roll on the board

edges, gold tooling on the spine and a spine label with a gilt title (in a different decorative

scheme from thélistoire de la papesse JeanaedGasparis Colinji Castelloni). The edges

are sprinkled in red and there are marbled endpapers: a nice, but not exceptionally opulent,
eighteentc ent ury binding. While ElIlysés bindings
does not seem that he had specific demands for a dee@aheme. Indeed, it may have

been the binder(s) who chose the decoration that he thought most appropriate for a gentleman

i n EI | ysMAdueipthescataldgue suggests one more book that was likely bound by

Ellys, this one in a rather differestyle. The entryforo Bi bl i ot heao@aorHohendor f
Catalogue de la Bibliotlygie de Geo Guil. Baron de Hohendorf. 3 parties. Hay de Hondt

1720. 8o. 3 wvol .06 is written in the elegant
his handé i d [genthe same workp v o | °°Th8 seeonddéntry has been crossed over

and a note added (Mi t ¢ thealnlds 6gi ven to Mr Barnardo6. Th
did not stay away for good, as the library today once again has two obhesHohendorf

caalogue Mr. Barnard is likely to have been a bindehile the original entries show that

both copies were in three volumes, the currentipdtas one copy in three parts and the other

with all three bound together in a single volymearter bound in gepskin with boards

%5 Jean de SerreGasparis Colinij Castellonij, magni quondam Franciae amirallij, vita
(Geneva: s.n., 1575).
%6 Bibliotheca HohendorfianélThe HagueChez Abraham de Hondt, 1720)
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covered in light blue paper and untrimmed edykile the return of the second copy is not
recordedn the catalogue, this seems th@dy plausible explanation for how three volumes

could besentaway and returned bound into ofithe Hohendorf catalogue, as a piece of

ephemera to be preserved and rarely consulted, would not have required the durability and
attractiveness of a full leather binding; a quarter binding of sheep was perfectly sufficient.
Evidently for some items that Ellysddsend to be bound, functionality was prioritised over
appearance. These bindings created volumes that were far easier to read than unbound sheets,
but were hardly a rare treat to look Atcumulating a collection of this size over a relatively

short peiod of time would mean a virtually nestop influx of material, and it makes sense

that not all of it would have been bound elegantly in full leather.

Aware that their collections served to furnish them with an identity of taste and intellect,
someotherlibrary owners of the period became increasingly concerned with the appearance

of their books, as they began to turn them spimieon the shelves and engage the services of
professional binders and decorator$he frequent notes in the catalogue desugila fine

binding or particularly unusual paperr o v e awardngss dinsl interest inhe cachet of

an attractive and expensive volurbet hecertainly did not go to the time and expense of

applying identical athexpensive bindings to his book&osessions come to stand for their
owners, as discussed previously, and it is w
to furnish his reputation and portray his public role. It is certain that the library acted, whether
purposely ornot,asanoww d di spl ay of EIllysés distingui s
in his social circle. Owning a library of this size is an impressive feat, and would not have

gone unnoticed by his acquaintances. He moved in intellectual circles and was connected to
manyscholars, and built a reputation around his admirable collection of books and other

artefacts.

't i s useful her e t o e ncpltural gapitaliCeltural eapi@lasur di e u 0
symbolic: it is unrecognized as capital but is interpreted as competence, and is valued based

on the fact that it is not available to all. Bourdieu further breaks down cultural capital into
objectified and embodied stafieshe objedfied includes cultural goods such as books or art

wor ks, while the embodied is the assumed cul

" GilesMandelbrotep Per s onal Own Ee €ambridge BlistarykosLibris in n
Britain and Ireland Volume 2: 1644185Q ed. by Giles Mandelbrote and Keith A. Manley
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006), ppi 8980.185.
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items. While a collection of expensive and rapaury objects depends on and demonstrates

great financial wealth, theuttural capital associated with a collection of weighty books is

separate from and more than economic capital. A book collector of status has cultivated both
objectified and embodied cultural capital, as he physically owns the objects of learning and
symbdically owns the knowledge to produce meaning from them. The perceived

accumul ation of both types of cultural capit
integr al part of the persond6 afOdwnerctpoddr ay
through objects by distribut Pandthepassessionaff t he
a private |library (especially one the size o
erudite virtuoso persona. Distinct from the mere consumtiduxury items, the virtuoso

identity was about more than financial power. Instead it represented intellectual and artistic
cultivation, and a refined taste in the material and the aesthetic. Marjorie Swann finds the

origins of this practice in the Resaance, as the English elite began to imitate the

Continental fashion for collecting art as an ownable embodiment of high culture and

knowledge in other words, objectified cultural capital. She explains how collecting became a

way to establish individuaocial power and knowledge, rather than signifying inherited

status, money, and possessiths.

The eighteentitentury virtuoso identity involved making use of objects to demonstrate
associated personal attributes, both implicitly and explicitly. Thaosd identity was one of
status and prestige and a private librfanyctionedas an emblem of that identity, confag

and proclainng social status. In defining status, differentiating it from monetary wealth, and
teasing out exactly where the culturalye of a library comes from, it is useful to return to

Bourdieu and his concept distinction Bourdi eu argues that o6tast

classdé6 and that any aspect of I|life (such as
tothedee | opment of status and respect as it 1is
forms over functiono. I n ot her neednotdoscernt hos e

themselves with the task of meeting necessitiesriaytinstead prioritizéhe social meanings

of objects over their functional meaningsorder to projeca lifestyle of status and

Pierre Bourdieu, OHahdbookobThens of Résealaforihe al 6, i n
Sociologyof EducationEd. John G. RichardsdiVestprt: Greenwood, 1986), pp. 244
% JaneHoskins6 Agency, Bi ogr a fheandbood of Mdtgriad Cultuged , i n

ed. by Tilley et al. (London: Sage, 2006), ppi 4 (p.76.
0 Marjorie Swannp. 9; pp. 1617; p. 90.
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distinction®! The cultural capital embodied in a libramprked toconvey cultural and

intellectual prestige in this waigllys was evidently awaref his role as a prominent member

of his church and his reputation in scholastic circles, and made strategic use of thifostatus
instance to influence the choice of his chur
Psaltemanuscriptgrom Harley. His public identity as a scholar and benefactor was based on

the cultural capital of his library and the assumed lifestyle of distinction that accompanied it.
Although Ellys took little action to explicitly connect the books with himselfjrstance by
writing his name or applying bookplates (ind
work with the books than EIllysés), the integ
public persona and reputation.

Theless opulenaesthetiof his library would have been very different from a collector like

Samuel Pepys and the appealing uniformity of his shelves. But while it did not look as tidy

and expensive as obbepgyusd ycdlinltemntdieadn t o show ¢
elegame EI | ysoés | i brary | o ookpeofessionalk@rdaniNeRay i br ar
not esurloiwvke the collector of art objects, [t
possessions for all to see; indeed, it almost takes a fellowségshto make ery much of

t h e®ATdis unexceptional appearance of his libramplicitly declae s t hat EIl | ysés
went beyondhe mere material concernsadstheticsandportrays a scholarly, serious

minded persona. This, alongside the numerous catalogremeés to luxurious and lavish
bindings, suggests an ambivalence about Naud
distraction and not worthy of inclusion in a libra@n the one hand, Ellys clearly valued and
appreciated the fine bindings in his Bioy, but on the other he stopped short of deliberately
applying his own. This ambivalence does not
capital. Instead, it bestowed on Ellys the distinction of being both a serious scholar and a
connoisseur of the rarand the antique. Integration consolidated and confirmed, to Ellys

himself and to those around him,hie mber shi p in a sort &% <club

®1 Pierre BourdieuDistinction: A Social Critique of the Judgement of Tdktendon:

Routledge, 2010p.2; p. 5.

®Gordon N. Ray, O0The Pri vat e TheoPriviate Cofleotor and t
and the Spport of Scholarship: Papers Read at a Clark Library Semf{has Angeles:

William Andrews Clark Memorial Library, 1969p. 2781 (p. 35).

®ibid., p. 34.
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The audience for wh&ussellWBel k terms the O6extended sel fd
possessiongloes not need to be external; in the catalogue, gilyatelyportrays the
extended self he envisiofSThi s sel f is a person of distinc
prioritizing o6form over functiond EBTheroduce
catalogue entries are not solely intended to facilitate use; drawing attention to features such as
appearance or uniqueness is not strictly necessary, and yet the fact that it was done regularly
indicates an attention to and regard for aestlagticmaterial detail hus the inclusion of

notes describing beauty and rarity in the catalogue reflect on Ellys as a man of distinction in

the realm of intellect as well as the realm of aesthetic taste. Although the catalogue was never
printed, and wouldhot have been visible beyond those associates of Ellys who made use of

the library,the integration process means that the original eightesamtury slip catalogue

also served to outwardly display EIllysds per
metaphoically, as an encapsulation of the collection. Its personalized nature means that it

comes to represent Ellys himself metonymically, through association with his reputation as a
scholar and a man of tasfighe fact that the majority of these cegpyecificnotes describan
exceptionabinding, expensive paper, or impressive rarity is tgjlihese are traits valued by

Ellys that he wished to record in order to enjoy his own image of distinction reflected in the

finery of his possessions. The notes of bibliographical significance, as in the Mainz Bible or

the early Greek typeface, show that it was not just financial capauityesthetic taste that

Ellys saw in himself, but a great intellect, a sense of historical significance, and a knowledge

of bibliography. The personalized nature of the catalogue reinforces the intimate connection

bet ween EI Il ysds | pribrities,rand inerestls. hi s char acter

Managing and Mastering

Examining integration activities can connect the individual social history of this library and
the persona of its owner to wider trends in the history of the early eighteenth century. Shifting
intell ectual and bibliographical currents ar

knowledge and the organization and arrangement of information in the catalogue. These

64Russell W.Belkp Possessi ons an dourhahoéColsuneeRestardb.2S e | f 6,
(1988), 13968.
% Bourdieu,Distinction, p. 5.
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changes are manifested in the material realm though the physical arrangethenglwlves;
managingbooks and their contetiius comes to aets an index oknowing, masteringand

owning information This extends from the representation of knowledge in the catalogue or

book list, to the physical and conceptual organization of@herete manifestation of that

knowledge: the books themselv@$ie original physical arrangement of the library is for the

most part unclear, and yet there is evidendsvoftypes of organizingehaviour. The first of

these idoundin Gasparis Colinji Castellonii. a small Greek letter beta at the foot of the

flyleaf in the lefthand corner by the guttét Greek letter codes are found in approximately

2030% of the books, always i n Mipogtibneohtheds wr i ti
front flyleaf. The only letters used are alpha, beta, gamma, delta, epsilon, eta, iota, and sigma

T not perfectly corresponding to the first letters of the alphdhetseGreek letters are

entirely mysterious. They do not appear in the catalogue, there is no obvioustpditerks

they appear in, and the different | etters do
It seems most logical to assume that they Isawveething to do with classification or physical
arrangement (they may have been employed as numbers, referring perhaps to numbered

shelves or bays), and yet they do not correspond to the shelfmarks written in the catalogue.

The second, and more constive, piece of evidence of organizing behaviour is the

shelfmarks. The slip catalogue is full of shelfmarks, and yet almost all are scribbled over.

Even where they can be made out, the catalog
The absence ahelfmarks in the books is mysteridusurely this would make it difficult to

use the library if one were not familiar with the shelving arrangement, and the library was

certainly used by people other than Ellys and Mitchell. A reader would have to refer

constantly to the catalogue to figure out where to replace a book, which is unwieldy and
inconvenient. While many books have shelfmarks in a variety of hands, the only shelfmarks

that can be reliably connected to this colleciian. e . def i omatpmevioys oarrere n 6t f
fare in EIlysés own hand. Wi th veroeinbmgw exce
of his books and yet his shelfmarks appear in only about one hundred of the books.

|l nexplicably, EIIl ysods s hsdvénnmahe katgalogue Yhere mat c h
seems to be no discernible pattern to which books Ellys shelfmarked. They do not all date

from before he inherited in 1727 or before he hired Mitchell in 1730; rather, he continued to

add occasional shelfmarks to books pshuid well into the 1730s.

66 de Serres.
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Shelfmarks were certainly important, and Ellys and Mitchell both used them to refer to

positions on the shelves. The issué&efv Memoirs oLiteraturefor December 1726 has

Ellysdés notBhenAdbheurto pemtcyeBpatg ésoffiThis 11. 16
must refer to a book in the library, and implies that he plans to return to the periodical

wanting to know where the book is located. Conversely, no shelfmark is givdrook af

plates in a cheap bindingofblpeaper over pasteboard, which he

indicatingthat 6 Th e s e p | a3 peosn dbse | Hinsgin 4 vold &vddGrere & noe

title page). Hi s entry in the HstairedelGergeue f or
givest he shel f ralrlké o6aHn d3 mé@Bars bound bytthends@éhres in 4to.

3 X 1760 (the shel f mar kutinthe cataldgecy This mdarss has b
that someone coming across the plates or text on the shelf would have to refer to the

catalogue in order to find the accompanying voluthseems bizarre that Mitchell would not

write its shelfmark in its companion. Aexplanation for the general absence of shelfmarks in

the books might be that they were written onto small slips of paper inserted at the top and

sticking out from the pages. This would allow books to be rearranged easily, with a new

shelfmark added simplyy swapping out the slip of paper. The books certainly were moved

around, with some being brought from Nocton down to London (detectable now by their

distinctive large black shelfmarks from the Nocton library) and some moved to the house

next door to Ellg in Bolton Street when he took it oVéiShelfmarks on slips seems a strong
possibility, but can be nothing more than supposition. (If these existed, they have been
removed entirely from all the | ibrarydbs book
to an extraordinarily thorough standardargescale book moves would also explain why

shelfmarks in the catalogue were scratched out and changed. It is also possible that the
shelfmarks were scribbled out in the catalogue when the collection was tdskckling

after Ellysds deat h, as they no |l onger perta
once, as is evideffitom the different inks used and the different patterns of the crossings

so it seems more likely to be a result of nuraerpartial rearrangements of the books.

67 de la Rochgevol. 3 1726

%8 Jacob SporHistoire de GenévéGeneva: Chez Fabri & Barrillot, 1730).

% Mandelbrote & Lewis. p. 10;alddaur i ce Johnson, O6Part of a
Johnson to Jbohe Cohmeosm@dndemce of the Spal
17101761, ed. by D. Honeybone and M. Honeybone, The Publications of the Lincoln Record
Society, 99 (Woodbridge: Boydell €5s, 2010), p. 116

L
di
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The few shelfmarksisible in the books and catalogue suggest that the library was physically
arranged by subject and by size, which was a very common arrangement inherited from

medieval libraries? Indeed, this is still the organizing principle on the shelves at Blickding

note referring to physical placemens f ound in the entry OPridea
New Testament connected in the History of the Jewish & neighbouring nafibed. Bond.
Knaplock &c 1725. "Belowyind differehtvintb.u t wiatl rs of ii gng .M .t ¢
hand, is written ONB. These to be taken away
While the | ibrary still <c¢cont solumesaresoftteopy of P
seventh edition (volume one) and the fourthiedi{volume two) and are therefore not the

ones refaed toby this entry. The entry has anotmeot e i n Mi tchell 6s hand
Hebrew Ant i gqui t?The entryifarOriginesehebraeasp theaantigudties of the

Hebrew republiclby Thoma Lewis also describes the work as four volumes in odtavo

would fit on the same shelf as the absent Prideaux volumes. It is difficult to make out the
shelfmarks of the Prideaux and Lewis entries, as both have been scribbled over, but it appears
that hey both begin with F X 53. (This is the only shelfmark giwvetine Lewis entry,

indicating it did not previously occupy a different place before being moved to F X 53.) It

seems that the Prideaux books were sent away to Noatandeethey were duplicateThis

freed up space to add the nevalgquired set by Lewjsvhich fit into the spot as it was the

same size and on the same subject. And yet it would make more sense, surely, to simply

scribble out the Prideaux entry when the book left the lidrdhgre was a separate entry for

the Lewis set which gave its shelfmark. While it may simply be an oversight (the note being

written before the Prideaux was sent away and Mitchell forgetting to update the entry after

the books left), this seems uncharacteristic Mi t chel | 6 s assi duous upc
Instead it suggests that the position of the catalogue entry represented a place on the shelf,

and when a book replaced the spot of another on the shelf it also replaced its location in the

catalogue.

Determining the original order of the catalogue entries could suggest things about its intended

use, and the priorities of Ellys and Mitchell in producingputt given its current fractured

OMorrish, p. 2109.

L Humphrey PrideauxThe Old and New Testament Corteedn the History of the Jews and
Neighbouring Nations: From the Declension of the Kingdoms of Israel and Judah to the Time

of Christ Ninth edition (London: Printed for R. Knaplock, and J. Tonson, 1725).

?Thomas LewisQr i gi nes Hebr bPb:. : The Antiquities of
Bools (London: printed for Sam. lllidge; and John Hooke, 12341
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nature it is very difficult to discern how this catalogue wasimaity ordered. Although the

system of access points and crosferences can give some clues, unfortunately none of the

clues leads to an entirely satisfying conclusion. It is certain that some entries were given in

the order the books stood on the shelviéhe entries for the pamphlets, which take up a
significant portion of the space on Blicklin
Although we have seen above that some volumes of multiple works (i.e. pamphlets or tracts)
were listed undetht author or title of the first item, it seems that the vast majority of the
hundreds of pamphl et volumes were entered si
rather than under a more specific access point. The volumes of pamphlets are listed by format
(folio, quarto, octavo, and duodecimo), with each volume given a letter and a shelfmark.

Most of the letters and shelfmarks are now crossed out, but it can clearly be seen that the
shelfmarks are given in order of physical arrangement, with adjacent ®listeel next to

each other. They were listed in the same order as they were stored on the shelves (where we

can safely assume they were arranged by size).

There are almost no cressferences between pamphlet volumes listed here and volumes

cataloguedmder aut hor or title, apart from Mitche

Tracts on Chr i slitZis8voDNBvltismmarkeg beforen 17 19
underPamphlets in 8o.
--- from 1641 to 1659. vilPamphlets in 4to.

These entries refer sechioaandthasike andtheowordh e &6 Pamph
Obefored in the first entry suggests an al ph

O6Pamphl etsd pPeceding O0Tractso.

It is tempting to think that the rest of the catalogue was ordered according to the

arrangement othe shelves (which must also presumably have been by size). There

are two slips in the catalogue with a large number centered in the top, appearing to

mar k the beginning of a new section, one of
which seems to indicataumbered sections based on size, with this one being the

sixth section made up of octavo volumasd yet a closer look at the slips confirms

this is not the case: many slips have entries for volumes of different sizes, for

exampletheslipwita ccess point o6Ward (Joh.)d which in

1t is not possible now to reliably determine which volumes of tracts these entries refer to.
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folio size. If a size arrangement were present, we would expect these works to be on
separate slips, originally separated, with the access point duplicetieéd, the

grouping together of kWorks by Ward, regardless of their size, indicates an
alphabetical ordering of the entri@his seems logical, and would be easy to use

and produceAnd yet this igpotentially underminedy the fact that the current
alphabetical order (by beginning eftry, whether author or title) is very obviously

not the original order based tme nonmatchingof trimmed off sections of text on
adjacent slips? We cannot reconcile this by assuming that the-timen side of the

slips will fit in correctly to prodoe a perfectly alphabetized list, because that would
create a serious number problem with the number of books on the shelves not

remotely matching the number of entries in the catalogue.

While some print cataloguesf t he per i o dvere dvided inta lsroadEsulgecty n 6 s
sections’? it seemghat this catalogue prioritized alphabetical order over subject
classification when arranging the entrid&any slipslist works on vastly different subjects,

as for example the entry

Boyle (Rob) Of thehigv e ner at i on Manoaos
...... An Essay about the Origi
------ ADiscourse of things abov

I ntell ect owe
ne and Virtues
e Reasone
A cataloguer would be hard pressed to find a subject category to cover works on such diverse
topics as theology, gy, and philosophy e vi dent ly t he authordéds su

organizing feature heré There is some evidence to suggest that the catalogue was divided

4 Alphabetical order prevails for the most part in the current version of the slip catalogue.
Whoever assembled the volumes was not entirely accurate in algiva#ie entries,

putting the entry for O&6Al cyoni|j (T REpéarenily) 6 bel
misreading Alcyonijas Aleyonjand putting a | arge nwmber of
bel ow tbheenttCaves.

>Mandelbrotep P e r s onnearls Qowip.1B% o k s 0,

®Robert BoyleOf t he High Veneration Mands Intellec
Wisedom and PowéLondon: Printed byl.F. for Richard Davis, bookseller in Oxford,

1685);An Essay about the Origine & Virtuesof Gems er ei n Ar e Proposdd a
Historically lllustrated Some Conjectures about the Consistence of the Matter of Precious

Stones, and the Subjects Wherein Theie@si Virtues Resideondon: printed by William

Godbid, and are to be sold by Moses Pitt at the White Hart in Little Britain, 1872);

Discourse of Things above Reason, Inquiring Whether a Philosopher Should Admit There

Are Any Such(London: printed by H. and R.H. for Jonathan Robinson at the Golden Lion

i n S. Pairard) 8681 hur c h
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into two sections, one with al/l entries |ist
with entries arranged by subject. This style of arranging a catalogue arrived in Britain from

the Continent in the early eighteenth century and is the same as the organization of Samuel
Pepyso6s 'CTahtealemgue. for O0Abstt aet Obfd Mlest ldimenhod
Mitchell Harleypotse ppwird.s this: the main entry i
and a separate secondary entry is given under the first word of the title. If the catalogue

grouped together works on the same subjerst viiould explain why the Lewis entry replaced

the position of the Prideaux entry in the catalogue. This system would require two entries for

every work, one for each section of the catalogue, which is obviously not the case now. But

the potential loss ofraunknown number of slips and the invisible entries written on the back

of slips mean that this is not an unlikely explanatifficult as it is to determine the
classification scheme or physical arrangemen
acted in line with emerging intellectual trends in the ordering of knowledge and information

as he sought to use the catalogue to link books related by author, subject, or title. Prosper
Marchand (1678756 s n u edes aatalsguemmbodied a trend afcreasing accuracy

in bibliographic descriptiorand David McKitterick describes how this period saw the

beginning of common parameters for classifying bd8i8ystematic cataloguing is
inherently based on comparison between books
organization was certainly based on a comparative cataloguing practice, grouping books with

others on similar subjects or of similar size.

Mitche | | put considerable work i nto making sur
adding new books as they arrived and improving information about books already in the

library. The catalogue was also updated regularly as new information about books became
availableTr ai t ® des ponts : ou il est parlis® de ce
written anonymously and entered under a tit]l

(Gautier) was later identified and written on the title page by Maitpossibly wherthe

"See Morrish,p.2Davi d McKitterick, O0Bibliography, B
Kn o wl e dlgesFoundations of Scholarship: Libraries & Collecting, 145%0: Papers

Presented at a Clark Library Seminar 9 March 19B6s Angeles: William Andrews Clark

Memorial Library, 1992), pp. 3161 (p. 37; Mandelbrotep Pe r s o n aof Bo@dBsvyp. e r s

186.

6 Bi bl idpp.BED hy
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second edition, which included the.®authoros
Mitchell adds Gautierdéds name as aesoacdcess po
adds a secondary entry under his name with a referenthe main entry under the title.

Maittaire evidently consulted the book after Mitchell initially catalogued it, and his

information allowed Mitchell to update the catalogue record. A similar thing hagpetin A

Discourse of the Rise & Power of Parlme n ,tpsblished anonymousk.It is entered in

thecat al ogue as OParliament. A Discourse of t|
Courts of Judicature, &c Lond. 1677. 8vo. 0.
Mitchell 6sMhaQlderidom®y which seems to have
author was identified after the catalogue entry was writeB.h er i dondé i s al so |
an access point on the flyleaf verso, and a secondary entry is created under the name, with a

crossreference to the main entry under the title.

Secondary entries (i.e. added access points), even when no new information had come to light

as in the examples above, were not necessarily always added at the same time as the main
entries they are crogefee nced wi t h. For instancAetat he mai n
Romanorum Pontificum, a dispersione Discipulorum Chrissi f ound wunder t he
name: 6Bal ei (loan) Acta Romanorum Pontificu
60Acta RomancomvidmaldRsdn t isf i n &'Bditfhf erreenti ni nvki .t ¢ h
hand, and yet the different inks, and the fact that the title added entry is written more untidily,
suggests that he added the title entry on a different occasion. The integration system,

therefore, was constantly and repeategigatedas neededl hat the catalogue was compiled

iteratively over the life of the library ensured it was up to dai¢hat books could be easily

found and usedlhis continuous updating revealsthe br ar y6s dynamic nat u
owner 6s shifting priogtdembestantesniMetebes!| 6%

to facilitate efficient use of the books. The neeading work on the catalogue and the

®H. GautierTrai t® des ponts.: ou il est parl ® de
(Paris: Chez Andre Cailleau, 1716); H. Gaufiegité des ponts: ou il est parlé de ceux des

Romains & de ceux des modern@suv. ed... (Paris: Chez A. Cailleau, 1728).

8 Thomas Sheridah Di scour se of the Rise & Prtsaofer of |
Judicature, of Liberty, Property, and Religion, of the Interest of England in Reference to the
Desines of France, of Taxes and of Tréldendon: s.n., 1677).

81 JohnBale, Acta Romanorum Pontificum a Dispersione Discipulorum Christi, Us[Que] Ad
Tempora Pauli Quarti Qui Nunc in Ecclesia Tyranni@@aankfurt am Main: Ex officina

Petri Brubachij, 1567).
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ongoing process of integration ensutiee continuing usefulness of the catalogue, and by

extension the library.

The presence of the teolume manuscript book list, which Mandelbraied Lewis describe

as a second catal ogue, complicates this asse
facilitate use of the librar§? The original entries are written neatly with no spaces left

between thmm; this seems to have originally been a fapy rather than a working copy.

Entries are arranged al phabetically by autho
on the verso side of each leaf. It seems this manuscript listed the contents of another library,

and that it was produced pebt16 as the latest book in the original list was published in that

yearl t is clear that this | adfferencebiaiokindieateMi t ¢ he |
his additions were made on separate occasions rather than all at once. The volumes were
boundd t er Mitchell 6s annotations were added, &
one placeWhile it is logical to think that this might be an early attempt by Mitchell to easily

produce a library catalogue by performing minor alterations to aeadg list rather than

l' i sting al/l ElI'l ysds books from scratch, this

Mitchell were published well into the 1730s, with one published in 1741, a year before

El'lysds deat h. I t 1 s allimcatlbguehadbeganbythdét hat pr o
point. Additionally, Mitchell 6s additions to
the books in EIlIlysdés collection: this is not

general bibliographyComparingthis book list and the slip catalogue shows that the

integration process and his role in it can also be understood in a broader way, fitting in with
contemporary concerns about the volume and value of information available during this
period.Materials beame cheaper and book production expanded while literacy also

increased, and books became more accessible to more people. This led to uneasiness over
nonscholars having access to extensive information, and anxiety over the quality of

information publishedt also meant that it was no longer possible for an individual scholar to

own all supposedly worthy books, which was an uncomfortable realization for&tiang.
integration practices in EIlysds collection
patticipated in this contemporary debate about the appropriate management and use of over

abundant information.

826 Bi bl i otheca Auctorum Uni ver s;Mandabfoe, Bl i cKk
and Lewis, p. 22-3.
8 McKitterick, p.41.
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A brief digression into modern theories of knowledge organization will illuminate this

further. The concrete representation (in the cataloguadsifacinformation( i n EIl | ys 6 s
books) can be understood in terms of the WEMIork, Expression, Manifestation, Iltem)

model created by the International Federation of Library Associations (IFLA) to refer to the
entities represented at each descriptivellef a catalogue record. The Work is an

abstraction, referring to the artistic or intellectual concept of a bdokexample the Bible.

Less abstract is the Expression: the 6intell
aphanumer it@édnoné. This includes revisions and
text of the Bible. More concrete still is th
expressiooraworkd , f or exampl e the versionbpf the Vi

Robert Estienne &8iblia Hebraea, Chaldaea, Graeca & Latina nomina virorum, mulierum,
populorum, idolorum, vrbium, fluuiorum, montium, caeterorimque locorum quae in Bibliis
leguntur, restituta, cum Latina interpretatiaffeThe final descriptive leel is the Item level,

which i s a 0s i mapifegatiod foreimstpniceathre BleKling Hadl eopy of

Esti ennkbias to#4®0aining Mitchell s M code and
(ca. 15401550).8°

The cataloguing systemusedfoh e | i braryds sl ip catal ogue se
four levels, but not in the standardized way of modern cataloguing. Bibles, for instance, are
entered in the catalogue together, as they are the same Work. Within the group for the Work,

the different Expressions are grouped togethéh e access point O6Biblia

(@)}

Latin and Italian translations of the Bible,
Expressions. Entries under these Expressiorgsobps are organized by Manifagon.
There are two copies, for example,Tdfe whole Byble. that is the holy scripture of the Olde

and Newe testament faythfully translated into Englyshe by Myles Couerdale, and newly

84 Biblia Hebraea, Chaldaea, Graeca & Latinahiina Virorum, Mulierum, Populorum,
Idolorum, Urbium, Fluviorum, Montium, Caeterorimque Locorum Quae in Bibliis Leguntur,
Restituta, Cum Latina Interpretatioif@aris: Ex officina Roberti Stephani typographi Regii,
1540).

8 InternationalFederationof L br ary Associ ati ons
Bi bl i ographi ¢reviRed 2069 ds 6, 1997
<https://www.ifla.org/files/assets/cataloguing/frbr/frbr_2008.pdf> [accessed 20 August
2020], pp. 1724.

, OFuncti ona
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ouersene and correcfublished in Zurich in 1558, Mitchell gives only one entry for this

Mani festation, adding an Item note in the | e
evidently aware of the distinction between a Work, an Expression, and a Manifestation,
differentiating the Coverdale edin from other English translations of the Bible, and adding

a note below the Coverdale enéyplainingt hat 61t was printed at Zu
Edw. Vlvid.Lewisp . 18 2.(ThiL 83 def er s t oCoipldierHistbrgalithes 6 s 1 7 3
Several Tanslations of the Holy Bible, and New Testament, into English, both in MS. and

print, al so found)¥TmrEll ends ileisbWwhdeBybissaBover dal e
entry for his first translationfhe newe testament both in Latine and Englyshe ech

correspondente to the other after the vulgare texte, communely called S. Jendmnobsvas

published in Southwark in 153& different Manifestation from the 1550hole Bybleand

thus entered separatéfMi t chel | 6s note bel owhevenydirstent ry r e

Edition of the Bible irEnglishrarissimpf.6 [ i . e. very rare and i mper

simultaneously on the rarity of the Manifestation as well as the imperfection of the particular

I[tem.

The entries for single volumes of multiplerks, such aStrength out of Weakness

complicate the application of the WEMI model
|l i sted under the title access point O0Strengt
flyleaf of the volumé theletter code therefore does not mark an individual Work, individual
Expression, individual Manifestation or individual Item, but instead the physical volume

made up of seven separate Works, separate Expressions, separate Manifestations and separate
Items.Providing separate access points for each work in the volume, as well as individual
publication details under the main entry, mean that description occurs at the Work,

Expression and Manifestation levels. And yet the Item level is curiously complidatedt

once neglected in favour of the somewhat arbitrary groujoiggther of separate Works, and

8 Miles Coverdale, tranThe Whole Byble That Is the Holy Scripture of the Olde and Newe
Testament([Zurich]: printed [by Christoph Froschauer, and S. Mierdman?] for Andrewe
Hester, dwellynge in Paules churchyard at the sygne of the whyte horse, and are there to be
solde, 550).

87 John Lewis A Complete History of the Several Translations of the Holy Bible, and New
Testament, into Englis(London: Printed by H. Woodfall, for Joseplte, bookseller at

Eton, 1739).

8 Miles Coverdale, tranBiblia: The Bible, That Is, the Holy Scripture of the Olde and New
Testament, Faithfully and Truly Translated out of Douche and Latyn ingbsBe

([Cologne? Printed by E. Cervicornus and J. Soter?], 1535)
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yet the physical association of boutodjether items serving as the organizing principle of the

entries for all the separate tracts indicates a prioritiafnghysical items over abstract works.

The | arge manuscript book Iist with Mitchell
the Item. As mentioned above, the volumes ar
library, nor do they prade any shelfmarks there is no Itertevel description and this is not

a catalogue. Was it acquired as a way to eas

intended to function as a readyade wish list?

Examining how the WEMI model pertainsttas book list serves to situate Ellys (and

Mitchell) in the debate around the worth and quality of the multitude of Resiriyed books.

It seems that by adding to it, Mitchell may have been using this book as the basis for an

attempt to create a univaidibliography. Indeed, it is entered in the slip catalogue as

O0Bi bliotheca Auctorum universalis, cum edit:]@
have known that creating a complete universal bibliography was an impossibly large task,

given the numbeof books in existence. There was therefore a necessary element of

discernment and curation, perhaps motivated by an unease with the large number of available
books and concerns over their quality. Each entry describes a particular Manifestation of a

Work, giving titles and specific bibliographic information. The choice of what to add, as well

as the employment of Work and Manifestation levels of description, is invaluable in

understanding what books Ellys and Mitchell deemed important or significasmnhdt only

ideas (Works) but specific concrete representations of those ideas (Manifestations), reified by
trusted translators, printers, typetters and others, that are committed to the pages of this

universal bibliography. The reason for this is soagivell as intellectual: this list, with
Mitchell 6s additions and annotations, denot e
and even, through representing this knowledge, an attempt to symbolically (and

demonstrably) own or master it. This isoémer way in which a private book collection comes

to produce a persona of distinction and status. The physical and intellectual organization of

books (which, as cultural capital, are the material manifestation of knowledge) stands in for

and is interpret as the intellectual mastery of knowledge.
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Conclusion

Integration is shaped by, and in turn influences, the personal priorities and public reputation
of the collector. 't is clear that this |Ii
as atype of social history, with a diversity of experience and treatment between the books in
the integration phase of their life cycl&amining the behaviours of this collector towards

his books during the integration phase and how he turned themuntbeal library that was
implicitly associated with himself, we can see how these activities or behaviours reveal
themselves to be intimately connected to the social and cultural history of the time, in relation
to intellectual and bibliographical developnis, cultural and linguistic circumstances, and

social contextThe evidenc@resentedn this chaptedemonstratefirst, that integration was

not a onetime event in the life cycle of a book, but was an ongoing and systematic initiative

to facilitate tle perpetual use of the collection by Ellys and by otl&ssond, the evidence of
integration activities indicates a personalized approach to library management. Access points
used i n the catalogue were sometucmeshkis based
family history and his curiosity about the history of the Estienne press. This personalization
was initiated and managed by his able librarian, John Mitchell. Third, integration activities
were varied, with different books receiving differematment. Mosbooks werdreated as

ordinary reading material or intellectual assets in a functional system of checking, binding,

and cataloguing. And yet others were treated as objects of admiration and luxury: aesthetic,

br

o

historical, and financialassetsson f i r mi ng EIl | ysés | evel of soci

inherent to the integration system, along with these seemingly opposed attitudes towards the
books, served to consolidate and externalize a persona. These quaditieslafshigand
grandeuiare apparently incompatible, but through integration come to present a harmonious
image of distinction. And finally, integration acted as a way of symbolically mastering an
unmanageable amount of information. This was positioned in a time of uneasiress wit
surging book production and concern with the quality of information availghteering and
organizing books of merit and worth turned the library into an outward display of knowledge

and authority.

This evidencenay seem conflicting, and its complgxirustrates a desire to neatly classify

EI'l ysds coll ecting habi ts,onreflecbon avieyrshotldoweund er s

assumehat a library of more than 12,000 itemsuld have been developed with only a
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single purpose or vision in miAd he library was not solely construed as a collection of

artefacts, nomight suggest incoherendeut the motivations are not irreconcilable. Instead,

El | y s 0 s the probductafrhig times and of his place in society and as such reveals much
aboutthesocial history of that periodnd the library itselfit complicates our understanding

of notions |like | uxury, il dentity, status and
simultaneous adaptation and resistance to changing circumstéheesis, thexfore, an

inherent complexity to the integration process, the result of a complexity of purpose and

intention behind the collection: it is not a single, static group of objects but the result of a

dynamic approach to collecting.library, as a social beg warrants a social history of its

own, and examining this social history in light of the evidence of integration can reveal how
this | ibrary acted as an expression of EIIlys
into his social circle, andan show how the library and its development fits with wider social

and historical trends of the period.
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Chapter FourtUse

't should be cl ear f r obehayouréowadrds and treatmemtpthesr s t h
books in the early stages of their life cycles was personal, indivzédaind variedand,

unsurprisingly, the same is true of the use phase. The early eighteenth century saw a

multiplicity of ways to be an owner collector of books; Giles Mandelbrote sums this up as

the 6density and compl exi tUyseismorethanustreadinger s h i
multiple behaviours fall into this phaskhis chapter will examine all of these activities in

relatont o t he books in EIlysodés |library. It wildl
social uses, but wilburposelynot attempt taleterminean over arching pur pos ¢
of his books. This is the value of lookingusteseparately from the o stages: it allows us

to observe objectively how someone used their library and to avoid making assumptions

about their thoughts and personal motivations for it. A brief reiteration of the distinction

between purpose and behaviour is due here. Of céiliygemay haventendedto read all his

books cover to cover, seeing them as reading material to promote the expansion of his mind.

And yet it is nonetheless indisputable that books, especially of high quality and in large

numbers, also perform avarietyo ot her r ol es. Examining the e:
and othersd) in the use phase wil!/ uncover s
and social.

It is first important to clarify and reiterate that use is a distinct type of actinitya discrete
phase in the life cycle of a book. It is clear from the critical literature that acquiring books is
different from using them. As Mandelbrote and K.A. Manley nétiyr walls and a few
bookshelves do not make a library, only a repositot§grary has to be explat to serve

any ki nd 2dark Runcell also shsedves thalie history of any library raises

certain questions, and one of the most important is the extent to which it is the product of a

! Giles Mandelbroted Per s on al O w n €he €ambridge BlistarykosLibraries im

Britain and Ireland Volume 2: 1644185Q ed. by Giles Mandelbrote and Keith A. Manley
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006), ppi 8980. 177.

26l ntroduction: The QHarogn rCd oWasr |dthe d fo IHiekarmr d rh
Cambridge History of Libraries in Britain and Ireland: Volume 2: 162850 ed. by Giles

Mandelbrote and. A. Manley (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006), p®((d.

4).
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collecting impulse, and thextent to which its contents were acquired to be @sé¢hile
Purcell 6s distinction here between owners as
purpose, he nonetheless recognizesifieaf books as a process or activity distinct from

buyingand possessing them. Value judgements fro
distinctness of use behaviours. Debate raged during this period about the usefulness and even
morality of collecting, and the character of Nicholas Gimcréo& eponymous vubso of

Thomas Shadwedortrayed inl &74®Gissye [BFee Y atlemperfectly embodies

thisdebaté.The facetious article, in the form of C
such items of dubi ous value as 6a dried cock
hummingbi rdd, and even 6a whal eds p(thoumheo. Regaea

unmentioned) scientific advances made on the basis of these objects, they must be useless
when inherited by his wife and children. The article mocks this foolish collector who
worships these patently useless articles, passing them along as watidetoubtlessly
unwanted heirlooms to his survivors. Collecting what cannot be productively used, and
therefore indulging in acquisition behaviour seemingly without use behaviour, is portrayed as

the improvident action of a fool.

But books are differeanA book has the obvious potential to be used, in a way that three
crocodile eggs and a wh achndérsad, pverzifatilsen 6ddo. not :
Although much suspected and remarked upon by visitors to the National Trust property at
Blickling, there is no reason to suppose that the only reason people bought books was to

show them off. Il ndeed, figures of history wo
assumptions that whikeyonly acquired books so that they could furnish their rooms and

their egosyeare genuinely concerned with and curious about their contents. While

di scussions of consumption do certainly pert
as overtly conspicuous consumptiongthisvas t he e

period? A likely reason for this notion in the popular imagination is that many books of the

SMar k Purcel |, 6B ghteéntCeatadWeRmaalahe: The Brownes Bfi

T o wn elibchfy History, 25 (2001), 91106 (p. 102)

“Thomas Shadwell he Vi rtuoso: A Comedy(Lohdon: BrihtedAt t he
by T. N. for Henry Herringman etc., 16768seph Addisog The Wi | | ohe a Vi r t |
Tatler, 216(1710, 28 29.

®> Mark Purcell, The Country House LibrarfNew Haven: Yale University Press, 2017),
255.
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early modern period dondét | ook as i f they ha
condition; they do not have heavy annotation, their page®latesely clean, they do not

have five or ten names scrawled across the fly leaves, they do not have contents lists, and

their owners did not keep copious external notes in commonplace books. This, clearly, is a

rather clunky way of thinking about the dence of reading, and leads to the danger of

interpreting unmarked books as unread and, therefore, unused. A lack of extant physical

evidence of intensive reading should certainly not lead us to believe that a book was not read

in some fashion or othelt.is hard to find or interpret evidence for the history of reading.

Some owners marked or annotated books but this was by no means universal; a lack of notes
certainly does not indicate lack of reading, despite annotation often being used as a rather

crudeindex of reading.

Reading, in turn, is often viewed as the only possible use for a bobthe use stage

comprises myriad behaviours beyond readiffglter Benjamin notes that neeading is
characteristic of book collectors, who value their books niyt for their utility as reading
material but for a variety of other personal reasons, and it is also very possible that Ellys
acquired some books without any intention to use them as reading nfaféml.in cases

where books were never read, it doesfollow that they were never used. Book owners
exhibit multiple ways of using and owning their books. Some just enjoy Genalon N.

Ray, in his discussion of contemporary book collectors, differentiates beteadimgand

the satisfaction of physicalwnership. Sometimes, he acknowledges, collectors are motivated
by the thrill of seeking out and buying the books they ded. for most collectors, of

course, the joys of possession outweigh those of acquisition. Knowing that certain books are
on hisshelves, certain letters and manuscripts in his files, is in itself a source of satiéfaction
This pleasure of ownership does not assume or require readingthanayh it is not using

books purely as content carriers deriving pleasure from thenti isestainly a use behaviour.

It is this pleasurén-ownership style of use for which Nicholas Gimcrack was so mercilessly

mocked.

*wal t er Benjamin, éUnpacking My Library: A T
llluminations ed. by Hannah Arendt (New York: Harcourt, Brace & World, Schocken

Books, 1969), pp. 9%7 (p. 62)

"Gordon N. Ray, O0The Private TheRrivaeCdllector and t
and the Support of Scholarship: Papers Read at a Clark Library SeiftioarAngeles:

William Andrews Clark Memorial Library, 1969)p. 2781 (p.33.
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Multiple, complex, and varied use behaviours exist beyond the personal activities of reading

and admir i nipaditioretdtbeir informatianal or instructive value, books

obviouslyhave a social valu&lon-readinguse behavioursclude a variety ofocial or

culturalactivities, which carserve to cultivate or demonstrate social and cultural capital.

They are externallyocused, with a putative audience in miiithe examination of the

|l i braryds social and cul t utmeseldiffeseptypésoflaivtss m r e qu
JeanBaudillard posits four types of value or vahgeeating processes: functional value
(roughly parallel to Marxo6s use value), exch
wedding ring), and sign value (e.g. somethsignalingsocial status or prestigé)There are

examples of use behaviours involved in producing all these types of value, and all four types

of value can be seen in the use phase of EII
emphasize that this chapter examines a certain grooghafivioursrelating to the use of

books, rather than a certain groupbobkssingled out for particular activities. A single book
could be valued in multiple ways simultaneou
value and treatment in a social cotite no way precludes functional value and reading

behaviours relating to the same bookis is thebenefitof looking at behaviours and phases
throughouthe life cycle, as it allowand affirmsmultiple purposes, uses, and types of value

for a single bok.

The presence of books that are uncut and therefore unread confirms that reading was not the
sole use of EIllysds |ibrary. Il n the absence
and frustrating scarcity of physical evidence of reading in tloek®themselves, we mostly

canodt tell whet her an dhuttherearesameave cah tellycertainlyb o o k
werendt read because their pages have not be
unsurprising, such @&ome thoughts on theoallen manufactures of England : in a letter

from a clothier to a member of Parliaméyt David Bindor® On the fly leaf is written, in an
unknown hand, O0R. Ell yso. Simply knowing tha
read is far from a fily satisfying view of its history, and certainly should not be taken to

suggest that this book was not used. This book raises some of the possibilities for use beyond
reading: perhaps it was presented to Ellys by a friend or constituent in Lincolnghi@anwi

i nterest in the wool trade, who wrote the re

8 Jean BaudrillardThe Systemf@®bjects trans. by James Benedict (London: Verso, 1997).
° David Bindon,Some Thoughts on the Woollen Manufactures of Englaomtion: printed
for J. Roberts, at the Oxfd-Arms in WarwickLane, 1731).
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little interest to Ellys, it was never cut open to read. Perhaps, instead, it was Ellys who

acquired the book himself and subsequently lent it to an asseciawh o wr ot e t he o0
name in it to prompt its eventual return. As with so many details in this library it is

impossible to declare with certainty how or whether this book was used, but the search for
certainty is a f ool 0 ssshouldoalnfanhctionltonescbueageda, t hi s
creative and wid@anging interpretation of whatever scant evidence can be found.

Some other uncut books might surpriseTise 1704 edition adacques Bénigh Bossuet 6s
Di scour s sur | 8 tutopdaradbouad, whiiehe\Centinsiatidn desl'histoire

universelle writtenby Jean de la Bariia the same yeaas afollowu p t o Bosisuet 6s \
uncut and even unbourifdSold in London by Francois and Paul Vaillant, the sequel seems a

book of some interest to Ellys that one would expect to be, at the very least, cut open and
catalogued by Mitchell. Perhaps the opportunity of reading it never arose; perhaps it was
includedwi t h Bossuetds first volume at the ti me
all. Another such book on a topic of interest in the library isaa&logus librorum

Bibliothecae Collegij Harvardinithe catalogue of the library of Harvard universit@rinted

in 1723 in Boston, the catalogue was presented to Ellys by an acquaintance and bears the

i nscri pitEldn s6E®sgr 6 on the cover. The catal ocg
together with no cover but its title page. Harvard had hdpetcgllys might bequeath his

library to the college upon his death, but perhaps his lack of interest in even opening the

catalogue presaged the universitybds eventual

But perhaps the most surprising of these uncut books is a Greek Namé&pstprinted in
1628 in Sedan by Jean Janiéithis is a fascinating littlgolume printed in 32'° and
measuring just 9.7 x 8.3 ¢m i the smadlest@reek Testament ever printed, with the

exception of Pickering's miniature edition of 1828The Janon volume is based on the text

10 Jacques Bénigne BossuBtj scour s sur ledh éds(fnosiendaan: Aux i ver s e
d®pens dO6E£. Roger , CdnthOation ddd b e aumicetselledea Bar r e,
Messire Jacques BenigBomssuef Amst er dam: Aux deép &resvendd Est i e
Londres chez Francgois & Paul Vaillant, 1704).

11 Catalogus Librorum Bibliothecae Celljij Harvardini Quod Est Cantabrigiae in Nova

Anglia (Boston: Typis B. Green, academiae typographi., 1723).

12 Jean Jannon, ells Kains Diathks HapanfiNouum lesu Christi Domini Nostri

Testamentuim (Sedan: Ex typographia & typis nouissimis loannis lannoni, 1628).

Bl tem Record: Ts [Kaumlesu ChiisaDomikidNostiapant a
Testamentu; S e d a rLibrary HuB Bistqver
<https://discover.libraryhub.jisc.ac.uk/selaPq=keyword%3A%20the%20smallest%20Greek
%20Testament%20ever%20printed%2C%20with%20the%20exception%200f%20Pickering
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of the 1624 Elzevir New Testament, and it is easy to see why this volume would have

appealed to Ellys, as the text of the Greek New Testament was of particular academic interest

to him. Of additional interest may have beamnon himself: a prominent and prolific

Protestant printer, who trained in Paris with Robert Estienne before relocating to the Calvinist
Academy of Sedan. The Blickling copy of this work bears a seventeentary quarter

binding in sheep, with marbleypp er over Dboards. The spine tit
Sedani 6 in gilt. The front fly | eaf bears Mi
these details, it is peculiar that Ellys never cut open and examined this appealing little book,
particulat y as it was entered in the catalogue an
the possibility that this book represenwisjunctionbetween aspiration or purpose (in

acquisition behaviour) and actual use behaviour. Ellys may have initially seleased i

desirable artefact because of its uniqueness and historical significance, intending to open and
examine its miniscule type in detail at a future date. Perhaps he simpy dbayt it after

buying it, or deci ded i tandwadsRedps he simplymevert i n g
got around to it as more pressing tasks appeared (something we syangathizewith).

Perhaps, on the other hand, he had never planned to open this book, preferring to deliberately
conserve its virginal state by keegiaway the defilement of human eyes and hands.

Regardl ess of what decisions he made or didn
excellent example of the complexity of acquisition and use behaviours. There are several

possible purposes embodied in thik; whether the intention to read it was ever among

them is not clear, but certainly the book never met with the behaviour of being read.

Given these examples of the opaqueness of mu
will be unsurprising to r&ders that the majority of this chapter is not devoted to a study of his
reading habits. In no way, of course, should this be taken to suggest that he was not an avid
reader. Indeed, he clearly read and learned a great deal from hig oakggh to pubdih a

scholarly work and to gain a reputation for his great knowledge. It is obvious from the

evidence of the previous chapter, on integration, that Ellys was keen to make his library

accessible and usable. Unfortunately, he was less committed to makiagdirgy behaviour

%275%20miniature%20edition%200f%201828%20%20%20%20%20library%3A%20%22nt
r%3Antr%3ABlickling%20Hall%22&rn=1&for=ntr> [accessed 3 May 2022]; LoWV.
Bondy,Miniature Books: Their History from the Beginnings to the Present(Darydon:
Sheppard, 1981); T. H. Darlow and H. F. Motigstorical Catalogue of the Printed Editions

of Holy Scripture in the Library of the British and Foreign Bible Sodietndon: The Bible
House, 1903)number 4676
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visible to future historianduch of the present discussion will therefore be concerned with

use activities adjacent to and beyond readiings is not out of line with much scholarship in

the field of library history, which has acknatliged and explored a range of social functions

for books. Mandelbrote, for example, posits an increasingly social use of libraries during the
eighteenth century. He notes that in the previous century, owners tended to keep their books
tidied away in privag studies or closed closets and admired and celebrated them as objects of
learning. But by theighteentltc e nt ur vy, hamger pebsanal colleetisns of 6doks

were housed in library rooms, which also acted as a social space; most of the books were i
English; they were admired for théjpoliteness and the prevailing aesthetic was one of
elegancéd He r ai s e sthatidphoportipnatslysfawbftiobks]weye being readf?

but these larger collections must have served some alternate purpose and performed a novel
function. A lack of reading is not the same as a lack of use. This is ground for investigating
the more varied uses of books that occurred in this paiibde it is frustrating not to be

able to undertake a full examination of what Ellys read and how he read it, in a sense the
evidential challenge is liberating. By necessity, studying this collection demands a serious
consideration of what other behaviours are ined in the use of a library, and how we as
modern scholars can access and interpret those types of use. Some avenues of exploration
(perhaps the majority) will lead to unsatisfying or incomplete conclusions, but there is

nonetheless a methodological vataghinking broadly and creatively about use.

This chapter wil/l begin by examining how the
and form his reputatiorsusan MPearce discusses the role of collecting in identity

formation, describing it a8 aaspect of individual and social practice which is important in

public and private life as a means of constructing the way in which we relate to the material
world and so build up our own | ivesd and t hi
loci of identity-formation® The discussion of setfefinition and sekpresentation will

continue with a discussion of how the library functioned to produce and display social status.
Beyond its obvious purpose of educating and enlightening, a private liblagis essent i al

adjunctt o an ar i s tconfemirgiand confirnfing a pessdna dj distinction.

“oPer sonahp.18®wner s o

15 Susan M. Pearc@n Collecting: An Investigation into Collecting in the European

Tradition, Collecting Cutures (London: Routledge, 1999). 4.

Mar k Purcell, O0Theg QReeuwrstsreys sthodus eOrL i briad t he
Li braryo Ev elibraigHistdry] 18.3 (E002), 45778 (p. 162).
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Distinction, readers will recall, is a term used by Pierre Bourdieu to indicate the stylization of

life or the prioritizing of form over function. Someone can only devaltfestyle of

distinction if they need not be concerned with the meeting of basic necessities. Bourdieu
arguesthad cul t ur al consumption [is] predisposed,
fulfil a social function oflegitimatingsocial difference & The cultural capital associated

with a library, then, displays social status through distinction. Admittedly Bourdieu is now
somewhat outmoded, but his terms are nevertheless relevant and valuable to this discussion.
Following this, the chapter widttempt to reconstruct some of the behaviours of readers in

the library. Although often invisible in this instance, reading is the most obvious type of use
behaviour with respect to booksbook, as has been established, is in essence a piece of
technoloy with the intended purpose of holding and conveying information in the form of

words. This section will discuss different types of reading behaviour, attempting to discern,

by examining the physical evidence, how different books may have been readtljffere

The discussion will al saientedibehaviours asewdeneeob f E| |
his activities, including his use of catalogues and other reference works as tools to develop

and display cultural competence. This section will also desotifeer potential readers of the
books, including Mitchel |l anThechapterevilthdn of EI |
turn to an examination of the role of EI'l yso
development of his social capital. Putemtes the centrality of the social element of a

library, describinghowwt he contents of many | ibraries sh
l eisure time of their S0ftanghese ineractiond withefiiends own e r
were transactiona, benefiting both the giver and the
work to the Spalding Gentlemends Society or
to another acquaintance. Books were thereby used to form and maintain personal

relationships and to establish a social network, Bigs certainly employed his books to
cultivate soci al capital. The section wil/l e
positioning of his library as a service to future generations or as a tooli® émns legacy.

The final section of the chapter wild/l descri
death. The eighteenth and nineteenth centuries saw a shift in the use behaviours of the books

as they entered new realms of value as familjidmins while also enjoying public attention.

7 Pierre BourdieuDistinction: A Social Critique of the Judgement of Tgktendon:
Routledge, 2010)p. 7.
86 The CounlLtirbyr aHoyu sReelfls sess 6do
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This discussion wil/l conclude that use of t h

continued (albeit in a different mode) in the centuries after his death.

Socialsignaling

| begin with adiscusesin of the social wuses of the | ibrar
because thers significant evidence of those uses but precisely becauseshere My

intention is to raise the possibilities proposed by social and cultural theory, and to apply them

t o EI | wpsdfab as is passbin order to demonstrate that social signals, however

di fficult to discern, ar mgcoileaibnelmntberabsengeok mbodi e
much documentary or physical evidence, these social and cultural features take on a larger

significance as a context for interpreting the evidencemeave.

Ellys must have been aware of the social signals his libresiegeyed, but what is

impossible to determine is how consciously he manipulated those social signals for his own

ends Much of this discussion is therefore necessarily tentative. There are some things we
simply candt be conf i ihgthebrytp a arerett caseastalivaye a b o u
challenging, and doubly so here because of the lack of documentary evidence. Attempting an
examination of EIllysdéds mind based on an over
do little more than produce a cature of the man, rather than a richer social history of the

library. Instead, this section is intended to act more axpaositionof the social and cultural

|l andscape of EIllysdéds |ibrary, at timdg propo
andseic onsci ously avoiding a fully satisfying
conscious presentation of his reputation, and his attempts at solidifying his social status.

When discussing the use of books in a social capacity, it icfirsial to examine how a

library or collection of books is connected to their owderan observeit is difficult to

separatea per sonds materi al possessions from the
is developed with the explicit purposeafrating a reputation for intellect or taste, it is

nonetheless the case that a reputation of some sort must be the result. Things mean things to

and about people, and collected objects are used as toolsdéfeifion and self
presentation.ollectas is used in this context, for lack of a better word, to refer to all types

of owners of large groups of objects or libraries; this is not intended to reprise the discussion
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from above aboutollectorsas a certain type of library owner.) Janet Hoskirscdiees how
people can use obj ect-defisniShaoating bdw Vialetta ar r at i

Morin differentiates between protocol objects (i.e. commodity objects) and biographical

objects; the former i s Ohnaosti nag poeprpsoorntaul n ietxypbe,r
|l atter is part of a process of identity forn
particular time and spaceo. Bi ographical obj

personalities and nswenersa publicammotiteearetdeesgdvh i | e 6 ¢
and fragmented by t?hGollectingaums protosol objéecsmto of t hi ng

biographical objects.

Ell ysds use odefinitton cak e seemto fit ints eithereof tHese modes.

Certairly it is possible to see luxury books like tGabinet du Rovolumes or the catalogues

of book sales as protocol objects, the former acquired opportunistically and treated as a

desirable commodity, and the latter acquired with a specific use in mindws$ibg or

selecting from among the offered books. But both these examples can also be interpreted as
biographical objects, with théabinet du Robooks defining Ellys as a man of deep financial
resources and aesthetic taste, and the catalogues confitltyimgs a serious and

knowledgeable book buyer. Of course, both categories may pertain to both examples; there is

no reason to suppose that EIllysdés attitude a
clearcut as Mori nds RusselWdBellogmes fusharinhis assessment of
collecting as aprocessofsdlfe f i ni ti on, arguing that &éthe cu
purposeful sefd e f i n i2Bglk eaptainsithis by identifying collected possessions as an
aspect of tiHe& extcehndhedkr wuesed differently frc
extended seff? Objects become part of this extended self when they are conquered, produced

or bought, or intimately known (e.g. collectédCollectors feel connected to the objectsyth

own in a way that seems irrational in the normal order of things; the collection instead is used

19Janet Hoskingd Agency, Bi ogr apheandonott of Matgriad Cultuged , i n
ed. by Tilley et al. (London: Sage, 2006), ppi 4 (p. 79).

Oviolette Morin, Eondnonicatiensl3.b({l96%),n1IH39hi qued,
<https://doi.org/10.3406/comm.1969.118@uoted and discussed in Hoskips78.

2lRussell W.Belkp Possessi ons an dourhahoéCofsunieeRestayd@b.2Se | f 6,
(1988), 13968 (p. 154).

22ibid., p. 140.

Zjbid., p. 150.
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asaformofsele x pr essi on, demonstrating “AQolecteddi vi du
objects are distindgt no longer fungible commodities, thbye c o me &6 si ngul ar ob]j
[ ar e] no |l onger freely exchange &IBbthevlluer s o me

of a collected object ceases to be monetary and becomes something else.

This new realm of value, Pearce argues, is personalafmlpative. A collector uses
6objects, |Ii ke |l anguage, to create and proje
She further breaks down the use of objects forme§entation into three modes: souvenir,

fetishistic, and systematic. A souweoollector uses objects to creatplaysicalized

autobiography, with objects at the service of the collector to explore his or her life. To a

fetishistic collector the objects are dominant and the collector has an obsessive need to gather
them; the objes in a sense create the self. A systematic collector is ostensibly intellectual,
ordering and completing sets to demonstrate
up a different individual relatiollyship to th
exclusive?® Indeed, it is perfectly possible that Eliydabited two or even three of these

modes in his use of his collected books. A likely example of systematic collecting, and the

use of b o o k-slefinition, lied in tlye cadasogussent ldrge and renowned private

libraries. The Blickling copiesf the CatalogusBibliotecae ThvangeheBibliothecae

Cordesianae Calogus and ot hers | i ke them certainly s
of the history of book collecting and private librarfé€ollecting catalogues of illustrious

collectors ofprevious generations can be an attemginphasizeshared passions, interests,

and knowledge and to claim a shared cultural competence with thes&andon N. Ray

discusses the desire of book collectors to feel part of a collecting?® in additionto

knowledge of the past, then, Ellys may have felt that he was participating in the same realm

24 Russell W. BelkCollecting in a Consumer Socigtyondon: Routledge, 1994)p. 66 and

89.

Russell W.Belko Col | ect or s aThedHar@loobklofeMaterialiCgltared. by n
Tilley et al. (London: Sage, 2006)p. 534541 (p. 534).

26 On Collecting p. 32.

27 pierre Dupuy, Jacques Dupuy, and Ismael BoullZatalogus Bibliothecae Thuanae

(Paris: Impensis directionis. Prostat in eadem bibliotheca. Et apudl2eesque directionis
notarium, via S. Severini., 1679%abriel NaudéBibliothecae Cordesianae Catalogus. Cum
Indice Titulorum(Paris: Excudebat Antonius Vitray ... Prostant exemplaria apud Laurentium
Saunier ..., 1643).

2Gordon N. Ray, O0The Pri vat e TheoPriviate Cofleotor and t
and the Support of Scholarship: Papers Read at a Clark Library SeiftioarAngeles:

William Andrews Clark Memorial Library, 1969p. 2781 (p. 349.
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asthe owners of these great librariasd these catalogues confirmed his status as being on
par with them. A shared cultural competence is the key to enthys putativeclub or
network of book collectors, and the cataloguesddition to being used as tools of

acquisition served to connect Ellys through objects to those from whom time separated him.

This brings us to collecting as a processaifpresentation, oriented towards and depending

on the observation or interpretation of others; evidently collections serve to create

relationships with others as well as relationships with the$ghey function as a

performance, both for observersdathe collector himsef Collectors are and always have

been aware of how they are regardedl657 for exampleWilliam Rand published a book

and dedicated it tdohnEvelynés a man who displayéthe Principalitie of learned

Curiositie in Englandd Evelyn interpreted this as praise of him as a collebarjorie

Swann des E&wviebganodlsownsdtinctive association of
individual with his reputation as a collector exemplifies lowirtuoso expected the

ficuriosivar oused by the objects he possessed to
owneB3! A collection fulfils a specific psychic and social role of demonstrating knowledge;

thus a collection itselbecome&nowledge as it constitutes the urgianings of observable
information? This view of a collection as representing the whole of knowledge requires a
metaphorical leap, and an accompanying metonymic leap transfers the sum of knowledge

represented by the collection onto the collector himself.

Pearce argues that collecting construes identity through the social demands of the world,
relationships with others, the ordering of p
place in the passage of tifeDi r ect evi d e nc sbooksasBtoblgfseis use ¢
presentation is limited, but it is certain that the position of his collection in the physical space

of his home served to solidify and portray his persona. Unfortunately, thaneimsal

indication of how the books were physigadrranged in his library room, but it is certain that

he had a discrete space for his collectdauriceJohnson, founder of the Spalding

29 pearceOn Collecting p. 176.

%SeanSiverThe Mind I's a Coll ect i-CemuryThéighs e St udi e
Material Texts (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2015)

3IMarjorie SwanngCuriosities and Texts: Th@ulture of Collecting in Early Modern England
(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 200.)76-77.

32 pearceOn Collecting pp. 111and301

3ibid., p.272
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Gent | e me nwarstet o chiiest yo,r ot her John 1 n 1738 of EI

space
S Richard Elys has at length gotten the House Next adjoining to his
Noble Library and is about adding all the Rooms of the same floor which
is on the first Storey to !

James Raven calls the | ibrary a O6symbolic an

0 n ebeoés, even in a private, domestic sp&cEhis parallels the coeval development of the

private sphere, which is differentiated from the public arena and which became an important

site of cultural consumption in the seventeenth and eighteenth cedtirEmce also notes

how écoll ected materi al hel ps us to define o

privacy and appropriate domestic activitté®Raven elsewhere notes that:

Privacy was an important feature of the collecting urge. Collectiare

often to be shared with family, friends, and admirers (including

cognoscenti who came from far to visit the more famous collections), but

the passion was seen as an individual one, with private space associated

with the collecting habit. The resotie enclosure, the sanctuary for such

activity, after composed orders sent to booksellers or the personal rifling

of bookshops, was the private librafy.
However, 6he characterization of many of these libraries as efiftrérated or fipublico is
ambigjou®, as Raven cautions, since weaadegignedf t he:
for display @ for use by friends and neighbo@?8 The early eighteenth century saw library
rooms increasingly used as public spaces for socializing within the hdmee ttzéin private
rooms for study, and their contents increasingly used for social purposes of lending,

discussion, and exhibitioh.n d e e d Johnson dwill Heedmda tleenthec ont i nu

%%Maurice Johnson, OPart of a LettTe from Mau
Correspondence of the Spd76dednbyD.Benaybdnearmk nds S
M. Honeybone, The Publications of the Lincoln Record Society\\8$bdbridge: Boydell

Press, 2010), p. 116

%JamesRave Fr om Pr omot i o nrarigemerfsifon Reading and Eightaenth A
Cent ury L The Practice &ad Representation of Reading in Engladdby James

Raven, Helen Small, and Naomi Tadmor (Cambridge: Cambridge tditw€ress, 1996),

pp. 175201 (p. 207.

®%Ann Bermingham, o6l ntroduction: The Thensmpt .
Consumption of Culture, 16a1800: Image, Object, Textd. by Ann Bermingham and John

Brewer (London and New York: Routledge, 1995), gi20l(p. 10)

370n Collecting p. 270.

¥James Raven, O0Debat i ngnd® BdoksinthenBighteemth and t he
Ce nt uibraryd, Information History 29.3 (2013), 196209, pp.200-1.

¥O6From Pr ®mmtsicao,p. p60 o n 6
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generall rendezvous of all his Reading Friends c¢ o ntfhiartmiEnlgl ysnéts | i br ary
secreted away in a private room but was \ebbwn and weklattended among his social

circle, forming part of the basis for his reputation and public per§ona.

Messages were conveyed through the type of books presentintalgee manés | i brary
they were stored, and the manner of their treatment. Architectural features further

underscored the library room as an arena of presentation and exhibition. Library books were
co-housed with other material artefacts of interest ¢i&ms, medals, and specimens of

natural history, which could be exhibited and shown off to visitbAdthough we do not

know how Ellys stored and arranged his 4ok collectionge.g. his numismatic artefacts),

it seems likely that they were kept in his libraopm Certainly his other collections were

implicitly associated with his library, with both books and numismatic collection acting as

indexes of eruditionmetonymically transferring their intellectuadlue to their owner.

A semipublic and (crucially) visible library collection has a clear function of displaying

social status to outsiderStatus demonstration is not the same aspeBentation. Not every

collected item displays status. Spteserdtion is an inherent function of collecting, whereas
status demonstration is a behaviour in the wu
i mportant to note that this wasnodét necessar.i
much he did or did nabtend to mark his social status through his library, that was one of its
primary functions (and remains so toda&®ok collecting has an undeniable role in the

development and portrayal of social status. More than just owning a lot of books, owning a

library has a mystique around it that is visible and enviable to others. Hoskins explains how
people use objects to symbolically proclaim their interests, politics, intellectual capacity, and

social statué’Thomas R. Adams and Nicolas Barker not
coffee table today I mpresses on you the weal
the eighteenth century had the ability to display status by proclaiming both the in&llect

and financial capacity of its own&fPearce identifies collecting as an attempt to secure

prestige and | egacy, Il egitimizing the coll ec

40 Johnson'Part of a Letter from Maurice Johnson to John JoHnson

““Raven, OFrom Promotien to Proscriptiond, pp
42 pp. 75-6.
“*Thomas R. Adams and Nicolas Barker A 6A New

Potencie of Life: Books in Society. The Clark Lectures 11398y, ed. by Nicolas Barker
(London: British Library andDak Knoll Press, 1993p. 9.

144



into nobility.** Belk describes how the purposefulness, time, emergy devoted to collecting

makes collected objects into a more fundamen
ordering of collected objects, and the coll e
this very intimate association withetfself. Success in collecting brings on feelings of
accomplishment and personal pride to the collector; externally, these collected possessions

are interpreted as an index of success in life more generally, as they demonstrate prowess,
superior knowledgegnd monetary resourcésCollected objects, regardless of their intrinsic

value, signify sufficient leisure time and economic resources to undertake a pursuit

unnecessary to the everyday human quest for survival and are therefore objects of status. To

useBour di eubés definition, these objects embod

Although a single book may signal knowledge or wealth, the integration of multiple books

into a complete library compounds this cachet into an undeniable symbol of Statunn

provides RobdrCotton as an example of this, noting that his collection of antiquities and
manuscripts acted as a 6display of his socia
and statug® This social authority requires not just social status but recogriti@n expert.

While Ellys was not a contemporary of Cotton and his collection is arguably not as
significant as Cottonds, there is nonetheles
and status. His reputation as a man of knowledge and expentisderscored by the many
bibliographical reference works and catalogues in the library as well as hidogalhented
6specialist knowl edMhercasmodtgemtbem 6 8§ c Ll hr as ke &1 s 6
of recent publications and periodicals,lefr and unusual books | i ke m
seen as being for 6t he *Fmepdryroid ang rare,d¢hereféorea r [ o r |

functioned as markers of intellectual status.

This scholarly and antiquarian reputation seems to be one thatMalled and sometimes
showed off For example the beautifully illuminated Haggadah manuscript, described in

detail in the Acquisition chapter, seems to have been used for this purpose.

44 0n Collectingp. 232

“Belk,6 Possessions an @ 154 hneColEctirng & a Conslimed 8okigtyd
pp. 68 and 87.

60 112

47 Giles Mandelbrote and Yvonne Lewisgarning to Collect: The Library of Sir Richard
Ellys (16821742)(London: National Trust, 2004p. 4.

“BRavend From Promoti of87t o Proscriptiond
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Figure 5 Haggadah manuscript (copyright National Trust)

l'ts entry in Mitd&khedd dwerc.atTal eo gRiiet reaela,dsQr der

Jews at the celebration of the Passover, a MS in Hebrew, on Vellaoo&ed with figures

finely iluminated Fol . i n*®@ahcasesod6the only recorded ins

books being kept ia case. The case would have allowed visitors to the library to admire and
appreciate its uniqueness and stunning appearance of bright colours and immaculate text.
This obviously expensive and prized manuscr.i
money to afford, the knowledge to understand, and the taste to select such a treasure.
Similarly, a series of historic mapPebfylrel
(Sir Will.) His Maps of Ireland printed 1689 (No 36) finely illuminatesly scarce Avec une
Description doélrlande, & un Memoire de | 06Est
doél rl andMS. tesbieaé&®8f ol . Done for SdParteulanse of K.

¥ Haggadah for Passover with the Commentar.
Haggadaho) ] . 0 Ilickling Hall, Ruonaijg number G929) , B

0 This is presumablyVilliam Petty, A Geographicall Description of Ye Kingdom of Iredan

(London: engraven & publ. by F. Lamb. Sold at his house. By R. Morden. And by W. Berry,
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attention is drawn to the scarcity of the printed méps quality of their illumination, and the

fine hand of the accompanying manuscript, as well as to their connection to King James II.

The attraction of these items was presumably enhanced by their association with the turmaoil

of James | | dtsnate ddwnéplhof lasrCdtholicimenarchy.

These maps were not shelved uniformly with t
mar gin next to the catalogue entry reads 0Ca
cabinet in the library roomdzause they were awkward to shelve, being poorly bound.
Perhaps, though, o6Cabinet V6 signified a sep
were kept for safekeeping or consultation. T
cabinets of theeventeenth century, in which collectors stored and displayed their unusual
specimens of natural history. These cabinets carry with them connotations of exhibition and
shared appreciation, and it is possible that
visitors to reveal the exciting contents linked to the Glorious Revolution and the exile of the
countryodos |l ast Catholic monarch which symbol
British history. As always, it is impossible to be certain whatq@aerly activity a use was
signified by the 6Cabinet V& note, but sever
Regardless of the significance of O6Cabinet V
marks this higkstatus object as notewby and distinct from the items entered around it in

the catalogueMuch like the maps of Ireland and their implicit link to an event of historical
significance, Belk argues that social status can also be attained through possessing objects

that remain pdrof the extended self of othetsChaptertwo identified a motivation for

acquisition as being the association with a notable figure, and it is clear again from examining
Ellysds use behaviour that he derived soci al
figure.An examplas JohnD a u n cTehyedb sHi st ory of Hi s Sacred Ma
present year 166@vhich isboundin an English royal binding with the crown and cipher

OCRO presumabl y r elfhiensetf’ These violomes prongnen@h ar | es |
associated with roydigures, announce the high social position of their owner. Rather than a

showy display of status (although I do not n

1689) which includedaccompanying map3he volume, maps, and accompanying
manuscript referred to by Mitchell are no longer to be found at Blickling.
l6Possessions anpl49he Extended Sel fo
52 John DaunceyThe History of His Sacred Majesty Charles th@_bndon:Printed for
James Davies , 1660).
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display | i ke the Haggadah), these astae a pers

acquaintance of rulers.

While the above examples proclaim status symbolically or at a remove, being evidence of

taste, discernment, economic resources and personal connections, the library contains at least
one example of an overt demonstrationtofest us . Si r WIi680The AntienDu gd al e «
Usage in bearing of such Ensigns of Honour as are commonly called Ariesaatatalogue

of Baronets created by King James, and the Ellis (i.e. Ellys) family is found on page 120 as
number 5093 The page is mrked by a white ribbon. Even if not displayed to others, it is
evident that this book was used Walter€minf i r m t
of J an e PefsuasianehogeReeragdell open by itself at the page where his own

family was listed, the owner of this book felt the urge more than once to return to see the
evidence of this great honour. The book was lisgossibly ofteri but this one page seems

to be of more interest than the rest. Even if the ribbon was repositionel &ftery s 6 s deat h

the grubbiness of this page compared to the others strongly indicates its appeal.

Reading

While signalingcapital and status certainly were use behaviours that Ellys engaged in, in no

way do | mean to suggest that this was the only veaysed his books. The twentietantury

myth that eighteenthentury libraries were populated with books never intended to be read

but instead used as furnishings is false and
did function as objects of dilgy and even room décor, it is clear that he definitely read some

or many of them. The difficulty is in determining which ones: it is nearly impossible to

determine with certainty which of his books Ellys read and which he did not, because he

si mp | yleadeibehimdnuch physical evidenge.begin with, it is necessary to clarify

what | mean by reading. There are many ways
book involves turning every page and reading every word is obviously overly simpisstic.
FrancisBacon put i éreto ki Sstedeothdrotmbe swallowed,somefew to

53 Wwilliam Dugdale, The Ancient Usage in Bearing of Such Ensigns of Honour as Are
Commonl y € andkdd(@xfokdr sm., 1682).
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be chewed &6ane bdobkg may bfealirde be read thoroughly and intensively,
but others may be opened only occasionally in order to check some |pagi@ge or section.
Some may be returned to repeatedly and lovingheael, while others may be begun and
eventually abandoned to languish on the shelf for decades. Some are examined, some are
consulted, some are scanned, some are studied, some ardzednsmme require

deliberation or discussion with other readers; some merit extensivéakotg and

extractions; some are promptly forgottémmost cases, it is not easy to tell how Ellys read
his various books. It is possible to discern that som&dbaere studiously and assiduously
read while others were consulted in sections and still others were used primarily as reference
works. The following discussion will examine what paltry evidence remains of his reading
behaviour by looking at bindings, esigue entries, annotations, bookmarks, and
documentary evidence. It will then go on to draw attention to library readers besides Ellys

himself, who have left behind clues in the books of their reading activities.

Some texts were clearly read selectivdyh e | i brary contains two ye
theNew Memoirs of Literaturevhich was issued monthly from 172%; as mentioned in the
Acquisition chapter, this magazine listed new books printed andrive gave reviews

and/or summarie®. The issuesre printed in quarto and are typically made up of three

gatherings. Many of theissuesn E| | y arémoffullyic bt aopyen and so cou
been readll the way throughY et even in thesenopened issudke initial gathering, in

which was printed the table of contents, is cut open. Similarly, the final gathering of most

issueds cut open to reveal the list of boolecentlyprinted. The middle gathering, where the

lengthier reviews and news items were printed, are rarely op€hedssues were evidently

all put to some use, even if they were not reaeerto-cover;Ellys (or possibly Mitchell)

was interested in some, but not all, of the conténis.a very pragmatic way of readindpet

table of contents wasonsultedo determme if one of the articles or reviewssidewas of

sufficient interest to warrant a closer look. Looking over the book lists is clearly an aspect of
browsing, staying on top of newbwvailable materials for potential purchase. Interestingly,

theissuesalmst all have Mitchell 6s M cataloguing

Francis Bacon, Thé Essaye®ér Ca@insels) Civdll aril Morall Edited with
Introduction, Notes, and Commentary by Michael Kierfa®@x f or d : New Yor k:
P r e sx$ord University Press, 2000), pp. 152 (p. 153)

%5 De la Roche, Michel, edNew Memoirs of Literature: Containing an Account of New

Books Printed Both at Home and Abroad, with Dissertations upon Several Subjects,
Miscellaneous Observations. &t.ondon: Printed for W. and J. Innys, 1729%).
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publication is listed in his slip catalogugnhis meant that Ellys and/or Mitchell would be able

to easily find them if they wished to return to the magazine to consult itsteatea later

date. The bindings of tHéew Memaoirs of Literaturalso indicate how their contents were

read. The issuemrenot bound together in volumeassteadthe individual issues atacked

with string and covered in blugrey paperltems like thee in cheap or temporary paper

bindings are simply harder to read. The paper covers do not give the necessary support to the
pages when being held. The same is true of t
bound and unbound books, which do not mbtee leaves from clumsy fingers liable to tear

them when turning pages. These paper bindings suggest a specific type of reading behaviour

that is norintensive.Many of thesdooks(with untrimmed edgesr in paperbindings)were
subjectto the sameimjer at i on activities as the Ihavbr ar y o ¢
anM code and appear in the catalogLige theNew Memoirs of LiteraturgheDescription

de | 6Hot el de h\isl laem dMO Armngltee racham Mi t chel | 6s st
page, and is entered in the catalogoet is nevertheless softly bound in marbled paper with

no boards and with untrimmed edgé®resumablyhese untrimmed or soft bound books

were not required to hold up to frequent pagming, as intensive reading widwbe difficult

and would inflict damage. It is possible that books like these were of no interest and were

never read, but it is also perfectly feasible that they were seen more as ephemera to be briefly

or infrequently consulted but not intended to e dlughly studied. While they may have

been carefully kept and indefinitely preserved, they were subject to only sporadic

consultation.

A lot of information on use behaviour in fact comes from observing and examining practices
from the integration stagehis is particularly the case with integration activities designed to
facilitate reading, with another example being contents lists. In cases where Ellys listed the
contents of volumes himself it seems likely that the volume was used mostly for occasional
consultation, with the contents list enhancing usefulness by facilitating navigation and the
finding of specific pieces of informatiom Lamentations for the death of the late illustrious

PrinceHenrywe find a contents | i syt Mint cEhlelylsébss M an

®Description de | 0Haveddsexplioations ddouslkesedbieraisns t er d a m
figures,tableauxstatués&c qui se trouventau-dehors, eau-dedans dee batiment
(Amsterdam: J. Ratelbanjdl737)).
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cataloguing codé’ Evidently both men handled this book during the integration process.

Unlike most books that Mitchell catalogued, Ellys separately marked this one as an object of
particular interest by adding his own contents list for his use and convenience. The &dding o

a contents list also suggests that a book was consulted with a degree of fréginenjop of

adding a list, while not huge, represents an investment of time that must envisage an eventual
future reward. While not prewiddingg mMmarcd ovi d
integration behaviour indicates a desire for usability and convenience. As discussed in the
previous chapter, he frequently notes where pages or plates have been bound in the wrong
position in order kt:o ssuicnhp la sf yi niVicRea |rpeha dTehr odrse st
Leodiensis, or the history of the clebirof Leeds in Yorkshinghere he notesn the fly leaf

that the plates are wrongly bound and marks their proper posifishs.mp hr ey LI wy d o6 s
CommentariolBritannicae Descriptiais Fragmentuni ur t her demonstrates |
attention to the reader, as he has made corrections to the text throughout based on the errata

list given at the end of the bo8kThis is a mundane and surely boring task that is not

absolutely necessary, dyet undoubtedly facilitates smooth reading. Additionally, this

would make it easier to find a specific piece of information without having to check the errata

at the back. Ellys may have asked Mitchell to undertake these emendations, or Mitchell may
havebeen using his own initiative, but either way it suggests that the book was intended to be

read in some fashion.

Entries in Mitchellds slip catalogue can al s
coll ectionds numer wgestth& thdsé veosks werfe oarefully exanirech ¢ e ,
Bible entries tend to give a lot of information about the edition or translation of the Bible, and

often give notes about their component parts (e.g. which Gospels or books are included, or
specifics aboutray commentary provided). This illustrates a high level of knowledge about

the Bible, its parts, and its history, and indicates a requirement that this information be

recorded in the entry. This is wunsvumamrising

7 Daniel Pricel.amentations for the Death of the Late lllustrious Prince H¢hondon:
Printed by Tho. Snodham, for Roger lacksamg are to be sould at his shop neere to
Fleetstreet Conduit, 1613).

58 Ralph Thoresbyyicaria Leodiensis, or, The History of the Church of Leedes in Yorkshire
(London: printed for Joseph Smith, from Exe@range, near the Fountaliavern in the
Strand, 1724).

5 Humphrey Liwyd,Commentarioli Britannicae descriptionis fragment{@ologne: Apud
loannem Birckmannum, 1572).
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its history and translation, which explains the level of detail in these entries. It suggests that
he owned these various Bibles not simply for purposes of worship or casual Sunday reading,
but that he studied them in a comparative manner. Althougirdte in almost none of the

Bibles, it is nonetheless clear that he employed them for rigorous study and required suitably
detailed catalogue entries in order to differentiate between them without taking them off the

shelves.

Other notesinthe catalogeent r i es al so i ndicate an attenti
textual value. An entry in the elegant hand (see previous chapter about the different hands

that appear in the catalogue) Bl ack more (Sir Rich.) A Treatd.i
Diste mpers belonging to the breast &sdiactlygs . Lo
above another entry readingi @deedittL ond, Pembert on ®Ahdtedn’5. 8vo.
the hand of the second entryre@adB ot h edi t : p mpreface.d&viderdly, thhee c au s e
different prefaces in the two editions are thought to be significant enough to warrant keeping

both copies of the same text. While this may be the result of an inclination to preserve textual
heritage, it likely shows an interest in thentents of the two prefaces and a desire to

compare them. Whether Ellys read and wished to remember their words, or intended to read
them in the future, this seems more than a cursory attempt to have the unglamorous subject of

respiratory diseases comprebeely represented on the library shelves.

While these integration activities point towards certain types of use, the most commonly
identified (and most easily identifiable) sign of reading is annotation; unfortunately Ellys
annotated very few of his bks®, so the vast majority of annotations in the collection are from
other readers. By far, the book he annotated the most heavily is the Greek New Testament
printed in Geneva in 16281t is not surprising to find that Ellygad critically and took

careful notes on this work, as the New Testament was the field of his own academic study.
This is a clear example of intensive and thorough reading, with Ellys engaging with the text

as he read it all the way througfFhe volume vas bound in the nineteenth century, well after

0 Richard BlackmoreA Treatise of Consumptions and Other Distempers Belongithgto

Breast and Lung@.ondon: printed for John Pemberto, at the Buck and Sun, over against St.
Dunstands Chur c A Tredtide efecConsumptiens and Other istemnpers

Belonging to the Breast and Lungse second edition, corrected (Londonnkd for John
Pemberton, at the Buck and Sun, over against
61 Ts Kains Diathks Hapanti@Nouum lesu Christi D. N. Testamenjui@eneva: Apud

Petrum de la Rouiere, 1620).
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EI'l ysds deat h, with his pages of notes i1 nter
must have been written on unbound or loos®wund sheets, which were later bound between

the printed pages of thlume. These extensive annotations suggest that Ellys may have

done the same with other bodkseading closely and taking separate notbsit

unfortunately this is the only surviving example of significant +iakeng. If he ever kept a
commonplace bdoor loose leaves of notes they have long since disappeared. This is not the

only book interleaved with unprinted sheets. Although it was certainly not his typical
practice, there are several books in the |ib
instructions (based on the style of binding and the date of publication) with blank pages either

at the end or throughout. Oddly, the 1620 New Testament is one of the only ones in which

these blank pages are fill edchasavelumeh EI | ysos
contanngExtrait du registre de | 0a&stsetmb| e®e Itéaru

sur le Concile de TrentandDe Justa et Canonicae Absolutione Henrigi éve left blanke?

These books seem to have been constructed to facilitate convenietaknogen the course

of reading but, although it should definitely not be taken as evidence that these books were
never read, the blank pages suggest that some envisioned purposyeraset. Perhaps by
the time the binding was complete Ellys had entered the long period of ill health that
preceded his death in 1742. Whatever the reason, the added expense of adding the blank

pages was to be in vain.

El'l ysds annot eate sevanal parpasds behimndihie readingn Fbii the most part,

his annotations in his books indicate a crit
LO6HI stoi grindtancdhraan &€l | ysds note o e&elPe front
Daniel se ert souvent de cet Auteur, & le cite avco ¢Fdldis intertextual approach to his

reading marks Ellys as widehgad and studious, aware of how his books interact with each

other and making connections between texts. The comment additionally reirtfosdest as

important and significant, confirming its authority by referring to an external source. But

other annotations are evidence of Ellys reading his books to learn facts, and adding marginal

comments as an aid to memorization. The first volunmiehef General History of England,

®2Extraitdure gi stre de | 6assembl ®Gstaesnuen | Bani $589
Concile de TrentéParis: Mamert Patisson, 1598€)e Justa & Canonica Absolutione Henrici

lll... Ex Exemplari in Italia Excus@Paris: [Robert Estienne?], 1594).

63 LancelotVoisin La Popelinierel. 6 hi st oi re de France Enrichie
Occurrances Suruenu¢s[ La Roc hel | e par AbkaeanH.,d58Mpr i mer i e
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both Ecclesiastical and Civil; From the Earliest Accounts of Time, to the Reign of His

Present Majesty, King William Iby James Tyell, published in 1697, was obviously

heavily used and carefully re&tiThe margins of ta volume contain numerous pencil notes

in Ellysdés hand. The hand, while al most cert
is unusually untidy and full of abbreviations. In some cases, he added to the beginning or end

of a line the adjacent worfdom the preceding or following line: a practice difficult to explain

(why add a word that can be easily seen by flicking the eyes six inches to the left and a

guarter inch down?) but which presumably aided with ease of reading or comprehension.

(Further facilitating reading are the bookmarks inserted at the beginning of each of the six
sections of the volume. There is also a smal
handwritten contents list of the six works. On the verso of this sheasioéhames dated

215 October, 1699.) Many of the notes do no more than repeat a keyword, add a small
explanatory note (such as where Ellys notes that a Hide is a hundred acres), or add small

crosses in the margins to highlight passages of particulariemze. It seems that he was

reading through this information and attempting to commit facts to memory; his notes do not
critique the text, but serve to facilitate his learning. The date of publication, when Ellys was

fifteen years old, as well as the tkomark from when he was seventeen and the unusually

untidy hand, suggests this book may have been read as part of his education in his youth. On
the rear fly |l eaf and pastedown he wrote a s
history, listing tle kings and their notable deeds. Certainly, the notes in this volume do not
generally exhibit the same critical engageme
show. There are two minor exceptions to this. The first is to be found on p. 284, et

to the account of the year 731, EIlIlys has wr
a page number, but this is unlikely as editions oHIstoria ecclesiasticgentis Anglorum

generally run to fewer than 600 pages. ltisalsopassiot hat the note indica
that Bede recounts these events as occurring in the year 736; however, since Bede concluded

his Historia ecclesiastica gentis Anglorum731 and died in 735, this would be an error.
Later,on p. 338, Ellyshasadtle a not e at the bottom reading,
conquer ed vy el likely anotsehemé@ylationtoddd an event omitted in the

published text. Below ElIIlysds note, an unkno

64 James TyrrellThe General History of England, Both Ecclesiastical and Civil: From the
Earliest Accounts of Time, to the Reign of His Present Majesty, King WilligbroHton:
printed, and are to be sold by W. Rogers, in Fleetgtre#697).
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suspecteddo. TthiBIl I maydbal savihmgtstaudi ed this b
events of legends with the credulity of adolescence and being corrected by his teacher.

One final example of EI I ys 6 sAeramnRedivivis:toitleen pr ov
History ofthe Presbyteriangublished London 1672, has on its front fly leaf a stanza from

Hudibrasi n EIl | y¥°s6s hand.

Then, wherefore may not you be Skip

And in your Room another Whipod.

For all Philosophers but the Sceptick,

Hold Whipping may be sympathetick.

Hudibrass: Part: 2 Conto®

The stanza is from a passage in which the knight Hudibras and his squire Ralpho are arguing
over how Hudibras can avoid the whipping that the widowed object of his desire has insisted
heunder go. 't is somewhat wunexpectHhudbrdaso see &
i n Ell ysds hepiopbem dargles thé aRoyalstdPuritans amotpemE | | y s 0 s
own ancestors. Perhaps he simply found it amusing. (The library also hag @ tioe full
text of Hudibras published in London by John Baker in 170B10, which is unannotatef.)
The general | ack of notes or marginalia in E
believe he wasnoét an as sdedrlydemanstratethather ; his f
undertook several modes of reading.
Another clue that can give evidence about reading practice is the presence of bookmarks.
Al t hough these are infrequent, they can stro
Already noed above i y r r Ehé Gedesal History of England, both Ecclesiastical and
Civil, bookmarks were sometimes used to delineate sections within a volume. These are also
to be found in several of the | thbvolamewtds vol u

running numbef 312, a volume of sigeventeenttentury pamphlets, in which slips are

% peter HeylynAérius Redivivus: Othe History of the Presbyterianthe second edition
(London: [Printed by Robert Battersby] for Christopher Wilkinson..., and Thomas Archer...,
and John Crosley in Oxford, 1672).

6 Samuel Butler,Hudibras In Three Part{London: printed for D. Midwinter, A.

Bettesworth and C. Hitch, J. and J. Pemberton, R. Robinson, R. Ware, HigB®&enth
Century Collections Online
<https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/CW0114477631/ECCO?sid=bookmark
ECCO&xid=3fda72a3&pg=200> [accessed 3 May 2022]189

67 Samuel ButlerHudibras(London: printed for John Baker, at the BlaB&y in Pater
nosterRow, 170910).
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inserted between each of the six works in the volume. Some of these slips are printed in black
letter, suggesting they were originally part of an older volunearme f r om ol d pr i n
waste. The book is unprepossessing: inauspiciously covered in torn grey paper, tacked

together with loose stitches and therefore not particularly easy to read. Its contents are on
unrelated subjects (astrology, popery, parliameantmens, and murder), and two of them are

second parts of works separated from their beginnings. Yet despite its humble appearance,

the bookmarks indicate that the volumeds sec
role as a work for selective csultation rather than cowo-cover reading is supported also

by its feeble physical state. These unexpected bookmarks in such an unassuming volume
raise the possibility that all of the I ibrar
marked vith such slips, helping the reader to easily find each new work. This is certainly not
beyond the realm of possibility, nor is it impossible thahyrtaookmarks have been removed

in the | ibraryés recent past: vloneerNtat i onal T
periodically clean and move the books, and it is not unlikely that ameshing cleaning

crew systematically removed the tatty slips from most of the volumes during the twentieth

century. Other bookmarks suggest where a reader may hawatdosst in a text. Unlike in

The General Historyof England t he t hr ee b o o kTimaNatkral HistaryoRo b e r t
Staffordshireare inserted in the middle of sections with seeming randonihédsile these

may be marking specific passages ofriest, it seems equally likely that slips like these mark

the point at which a book was abandoned.

One of the few pieces of hard evidence rel at
to Maurice Johnson, the f Bacietydiathesamieydgah e Spal d
Johnsorhad written to Ellys in that same year about an antiquity related to&ihglred

that Johnson had in his possession. EIIlysos

subject (which is beyond his own field study):

%8 Robert Plot,The Natural History of Staffor@hire(Oxford: Printed at the theater, 1686).

All threebookmarkshave @rtiallytorno f f  wr i t i ng, but only one re
pinch ofdéd and 063 | iversdé. Presumably, this s
notes on it. This raises the question of who would be reading this book with a recipe;to hand

could it have been read in the kitchen? While this is possible, it perhaps seems more likely

that the reader was simply turning to an available piece of scrap paper to be reused as a
bookmark. This suggests a process of using and recycling paper ouses Wwith scraps

being reappropriated for other purposes.
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| am very much obliged to you for your kind letter, and for the full and
learned account you were pleased to take the trouble of sending me, of
Ethelred King of the Mercians, and of the Inscription on Glass relating
to him, which is now in your possessj@and which | think cannot well

be read otherwise than you have done. | can add but little to so accurate
a Dissertation; yet give me leave to say, that thhelred
notwithstanding all his great qualities, seems to have had a disposition to
cruelty, whch he exercised especially agaihstthar King of Kent,
wasting his Country without respect to Churches or Religious Houses,
particularly Rochester, whiRuth he plunder
to such extremities, as that he was forced to teach Masttkhe Liberal

Arts in Mercia, in order to get a livelihood, as Florentius Wigorniensis,

& others, relate. It would seem that a sense of his cruelty, and his
repentance for it, engaged him to found the Monastery of Bardney, and
to turn Monk, as a sort atonement for his crimes, He was 12. years
Abbot of that Monastery, and died in 716. The same Flor. Wigorn.
confirms what you have said of ttiishelredfrom other Authors; for, ad

Ann. 704. he says, NnAet helredus Mercior.
suiMoomchus factus, Kenredo suo fratruel.| I
716. ARAet helredus guondam Rex Mer ci or u

Bardoniensis Caenobij, quod ipse construxit, e seculo migravit: &

aeternae felicitates, serenitatis, ac lucis gaudia intravit. Magmae v
sanctitatis & religionis. oWifare same Aut h
2d Brother of Ethelred, was the first Ch
others, as Robert of Swapham, say ®ahdahis father, orPeadahis

eldest Brother was their first Christian King.

| have notJul. Cas. Bulengerus de Pictura plasticat h o 6 | have sever
other Volumes of his works. | shall only add, tkaippo Buonarotiin

his Book entituledOsservarioni sopra alcuni frammenti\éasi antichi

di Vetro ornate di figuré&c printed at Florence in 1716. in a little folio,

gives a great many examples of very ancient painting upon Glass, with

Inscriptions, some whereof are in gold Letters, particularly in his Tab.

30. see also Tab. 289231.

|l hope Yo
for any t
Sir,

Your most obedient
humble servant
R.Ellys

Dr Mitchell desires your acceptance of his most humble service.
London

March 15"

1738/9%°

ol'l forgive my | ong delay in a
: -

u
hing; yet am no | ess, 0

698i

r

Richard ElIlys, OLetter to Maurice Johns

Spal di ng s®ecrety, |[SE/ELEVSA.
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The |l etter, while signed by EIlys himself, I S
his friend Charles Mackie in Edinburgh, written during this period, make it clear that Ellys

was not well by this time and did not often leave the house. Antigdttter is evidence of
ElIlysds continuing engagement with his books
intellectual giveandtake with his contemporaries. He (or possibly Mitchell) has clearly

undertaken to research the topic at hand, adding futtdtails of the life of Athelred from

Florence of WorcestdpresumablyChronicon Ex Chroniciswhich was published in London
in1592))°He has al so consull7lé@sseFaziori pmadalcBiu onar r ot |
frammenti di vasi antichi di vetroornatifliugur e tr ovati ,whiehdsstlli mi t er i

to be found in his library*

This was not the first time EIllysds |ibrary
1734 letter from Mitchell to Jotflaostagemi s cl| e a
Johnson bought for his wife in Italy. Mitchell writteath e 6 s howed t he | mpres

Richard Ellys and others, who all agree that the Letters of the Legend are the same you read,

but cannot determine the meaning or explication of théravé looked over all the Museum

Fl orentinum, and several other Books of Gemn
one | i ke yoursbo. He goes on to describe the
decipher the Gr ee kudihg©ortfautop,tSpanheim, @ Smite.)Belowi n c |
his signature, in a postscript, Mitchell adds that he and Ellys had once come across something
like the OAQE inscription. 6But here lies th
book, and compared thgyfire with the seal, yet it being now above a year since that time, we
[holeipresumably reads 6écan notdé] recollect the
either [holel presumably something about the position in the catalogue] talogue, nor any

ot her way, mé&Ewdently Ellys and Mitclsell weee baih.involved in

supporting Johnson in his oveecholarlypursuits, undertaking to consult books on his behalf

and supply him with requested information. External scholars, as well asaallyMitchell

O Florence of Worceste€hronicon Ex Chronicis Ab Initio Mundi Vsque Annum Domini
1118(London: Excudebat Thomas Dausonus, pro Ricardo Watkins, 1592).
"1 Filippo BuonarruotiOsservazioni Sopra Alcuni Frammenti Di Vasi AnitiDi Vetro

Ornat. Di Figur e Tr ofMarende: Nblla siam@eriandi AR Rer D i Ron
Jacopo Guiducci, e Santi Franchi, 1716).
?John Mitchell, OLet toenr, t205 Meapurriilc,e 1J703h4nds,0 nSp :

Gentl emends Society, SGS/ MI TCHELL/ 1.
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themselves, therefore clearly recognized the unigueness and importance of this library as a

source for answering specific questions and were able to benefit from consulting its contents.

There is one subject on which the library has amesoollection that seems to have been read
particularly as reference books, occasionally consulted but likely not read through
thoroughly: these are the significant number of instructional and reference texts in the field of
book collecting and library nmagement. Accompanying the increasing number of books
published, this period saw the production of numerous guides to reading, selecting, and
owning books, including published lists of rare and significant texts, published catalogues of
private and instittional collections, and sale and auction catalodéidandelbrote and

Lewis comment on EII|l yso6s b omraskablywelleduipped ar e a,
to make informed choicefas heJowned] an impressive selection of reference books in
everycategory . T he s e b o oekabled hitnhoedgntifiawhgt todyy anal to

appreciate and understand what he had baéutite successful development and

management of the library is evidence that these books were consulted reghddythe
Acquisition chapter touched on bibliographical reference works and catalogues of other
libraries as a topic of interest to Ellys, the present discussion will focus on the particulars of
the intellectual and social use of these works as an example of a canswdtie of reading.
Unfortunately, but not surprisingly, it is usually very difficult to determine how much of this
consulting was undertaken by Ellys and how much was the work of Mitchell. It seems
reasonable to assume that both took part to some extietibidis not certainAs

Mandelbrote and Lewis noté&p assemble such a collection required specialist knowledge

and particular skills which themselves had to be learned, with the help of a broad range of
bibliographical reference boak® It is clear that these reference books were used by one or
both to gain a sort of cultural competence. Cultural competence, as Bourdieu argues, is the
key to the 6coded necessary to pPwWideice meani
books are not works giure art, and have a utility beyond the aesthetic, the notion of cultural
competence is undeniably relevant here and it is clear that it was developed through the
specific use of this particular kind of booR$1e metaphor of an apprentice learning from a

master is perhaps apt, although should not be taken to suggest that Ellys was a callow and

R a v eéFromPr@motionto Proscriptiod , p. 191
"4 pp. 2621

75 p 4.

78 Distinction, p. 2.
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uninformed neophyte. Rather, the aim here is to demonstrate how catalogues were consulted
as reference works to devel op HiscrmnmentdandMi t c he
how they functioned to confer and reinforce

book collecting and book history.

Occasionally, a book will bear some signs that it was used as a reference work. The Blickling

copy of the welknown Catalogus historicecriticus librorum rariorum compiled by Johann

Heinrich Vogt and published in Hamburg in 1738, contains some marginal annotations.

These are in the form of lightlgencilled lower case lettersh, X, v, g, Xx, and ® and

appea only in the first half of the book. It i
hand, ElI'l ysds, or someone el sebs altogether.
come from a previous owner, as the book was published lessthgnéoarr s bef or e EI |
death and well into his period of decliné seems improbable that another owner bought,

annotated, tired of and sold this book in that short period and that Ellys had the necessary

energy to purchase it just before his death. Tineifled letters in the volume do not seem to

refer specifically to individual items, and sometimes a single entry will have several letters

next to it. The letters occur very frequently until they stop abruptly halfway through. The

entriesare arrangedlayut hor 6 s surname and despite EI Il ysi/
Estienne press, no manuscript letters appear next to the Stephanus section (as it appears well
into the second half of the vol ume). The | et
library; if they were intended to indicate items of interest for potential acquisition, any

subsequent attempt to acquire thiamed. Despite the opacity of this system of annotations,

it is nevertheless clear that the Vogt work was consulted and (at leadi iogoafully

examinedVogt 6s is virtually the only reference \
certainly not the only one usel.n d r e w M & hefrisstepéart obtlse catalogue of English

printed bookspublished in London in 1595, is thesfireference work produced for the

English book trade and was Hseopy asnotetdlimthec ons ul t
Acquisition chapter, bears Maittairebs inscr
i mmense painso. Watienthe Machksefl|l asnbext ob
may have been read, Maittaireds note indicat

and accurate source of information.

7 Johann Vogtlohannis Vogt pastoris eccl. cathed. Brem. Catalogvs histamiticvs
librorvm rariorvm, ed. nova (Hamburg: sumptibus Chi@i Heroldi, 1738).
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Raven notes the common advice of the period to own a copy of a sabgeataf a great

l i brary (such #@AAlthoHg theHadey datalogledtseld sap published
shortly after ElIlysdés death, its prologue by
opinion of the time as to the purpose of catalogues o&faribbraries and their use to

scholars and collectors:

But the Collectors of Libraries cannot be numerous, and, therefore,

Catalogues could not very properly be recommended to the Public, if

they had not a more general and frequent Use, an Use which ever

Student has experienced, or neglected to his Loss. By the Means of

Catalogues only can it be known, what has been written on every Part of

Learning, and the Hazard avoided of encountering Difficulties which

have already been cleared, discussing Questidmnsh have already

been decided and digging in Mines of Literatwtechformer Ages have

exhausted?
According to Osborne, a catalogue is of value as a listing or bibliography of previous study.
Osborne faced criticism over charging for this catalogdrch was uncommon, but in the
prologue to volume three he refutids criticism, arguing that the catalogue had great utility
beyond the end of the sale because it continued to function as a significant listing of all
available knowledge. (He also notibdt the Harley catalogue was more work than any other

to produce.)

Howeverc at al ogues that arendét | inked to a sale
of institutional or private libraries can also be used in this consultatory way.drustea

material to browse, these function as models or instruction manuals, allowing a collector to
develop his own technique and skills by observing the practices of masters. For instance, the
Report from the committee appointed to view the Cottonian {ipodrwhich Ellys had a

copy, gives an overview of the famous library of Sir Robert Cotton and describes the damage

of the fire that had ravaged i tTlerepogtalso bef or

contains a list of many of the significant works of the library, some of which were damaged

86 F r Rramotion to Proscriptidnp. 192,

® Samuel Johnson and William Oldy3atalogus bibliothecae Harleianae : in locos
communes distributus cum indice auctor{tondon: Apud Thomas Osborne, [1743]),
prologue to volume one. 3

80 A Report from the Committee Appointed to View the Cottonian Lilrarydon: Printed
for R. Williamson near Graykin-Gate in Holborn, and W. Bowyer in Whit&iars, 1732).
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or destroyed and some of which survived. EI I
that of a prospective buyer, browsing a list of cuddieoks and selecting which ones to

purchase, because the Cotton collection is, of course, made up of manuscripts. By definition
unique, these artefacts could not form the model for imitation. The value Réfiertand its

list of items must lie in obseation, not replication. Similar is ti@atalogueof the

manuscripts of the King's librgran appendix to the catalogue of the Cottonian library;

together with an account of books burnt or damaged by a lateirepiledby David

Casley, Deputy Librarianf the collection, and published in 1784Again, this list of

manuscripts cannot be used as a simple shopping list. These two works about the Cotton and

Royal collections must rather have functioned as tools of personal edification and learning.

Inaddi ti on to catalogues of individualsdo |ibra
institutional coll ecti ons . Caalogus@raetolums e i s Da
codicum qui sunt in Bibliotheca Reip. Augustanae Vindeligaatalogue of the Greek

manuscripts of the city of Augsbu?§This is one of the first printed catalogues of any

institutional library, and is a very rare treasure in an eightemsmtury private collection.
Certainly this underscor es BArdlibyase§,®s ser i ousne
Mandelbrote and Lewis arg&and would have engendered a degree of cultural competence.
Another such institutional catalogue is thatalogus Codicum MSSCtorum Bibliothecae

Paulinae in Academia Lipsiengublished in 1686 and listinge manuscripts of the

University of Leipzig®* As with the Cotton and Royal catalogues, this manuscript list must

have been a tool of reference and consultation rather than browsing. Consulting the contents

of these illustrious and wedlurated libraries wuld have provided Ellys and Mitchell with an
awareness of what knowledge had already been produced (which Oshpinasizeas an

important function of a catalogue), a recognition of the significance of these listed works, and

an appreciation of the haty of book collecting and library building. Reading in this

consulting mode allowed Ellys and Mitchell to continue to develop the library in the desired

direction.

81David CasleyA Cat al ogue of the Man(uadon:printedfor of t he
the authoé , 1734).

82 David HoeschelCatalogus Graecorum Codicum Qui Sunt in Bibliotheca Reip.

Augustanae Vindelicae, Quadruplo Quam Antea Audffgsburg: ad insigne pinus, 1595).

8p. 8.

84 Catalogus Codicum MSSCtorum Bibliothecae Paulinae in Academia Lipgieiyszig:

Sumtibus Joh. Frid. Gleditsch, 1686).

162



However, Ellys was certainly not the only one to read the books in his library. Many (even

the majority) of his books have signs of reading or marks of ownership from other readers.

While the vast majority of these are likely to havegrat ed EI | ys6és acqui si't
that other scholars made use of the collection and two particutarglpnt hands can be

identified in the booksThe first of theseisMickd Mai ttaire. Maittaireo:
advisor to Ellys in his acquisition decisions has already been explored, but there is also
evidence that Mai tt éooksdor msaodnescholaship. &drinskance, f r i e
the 1615 editi on QOperadamnaquaecrextahts a Shaetrod mapet a 6 s

inserted between pages 1660l , cont ai ning manuscr iDet notes
Syria deaon the reverse oftheshget EI | ys has written &6Maittair
ar e Ma PPMaitmiremalsoansulted tt®a i nt  E p lHepybhd, etiChrgsipps

published in Paris in 1565, and wrote his name (in Greek letters) on the fly leaf as well as
addingsome marginal notes to the prologd@ he Bl i ckling copy of Mai
work Graecae Linguae Dialectias two sheets inserted at the beginning, with small holes

present where they were originally pinned to the fly #ahe writing thanks the

060doctissimod EIlys for allowing Maittaire ac

The other hantb appear regularly in the library cannot, unfortunately, be attributed to a
specific person. I have i dentified this simp
hurried, untidy appearancieis found in the books far more frequently than any olttzad

except Mtappeansénlbdokssrom numerous former owners and is far too frequent

to be a mere coincidence; the writer must have been making use of the books once they were
alreadyi n EI | y s 6 Fhe pastsngjaity of thesa scrawhscriptions appear on fly

leaves. In Paol Gioviod Blistoriarum sui temporisthe scrawly writer has even had to

squeeze his note around #igteenthcentury notes already on the fly I€&Thesescrawly

8 Philosophou ta szomeri&hilosophi Opera omnia quae extaParis: Apud lulianum

Bertault, in monte D. Hilarij, ad insignHenrici Magni, 1615)De dea Syria libellugMilan:
Vincentius Medda exprimebat, 1539).

8 Saint Epiphaniugiesychii, et Chrysippi, presbyterorum Hierosolymitanoru[m] Sermones
aliquot, De laudibus beatissimae VirgirMariae deiparae..(Paris: Apud viduam Guil.

Morelij, 1565).

87 Michael Maittaire Greecee linguae dialecti: in scholee regiee Westmonasteriensis(Tisam
Hague: apud Joannem Neaulme..., 1738).

8 paulo GiovioNouocomasis episcopi Nucerini, Historiarum sui temporis tomus psmu
(Paris: ex officina typographica Michaelis Vascosani, Via lacobaea ad insigne Fontis, 1553).
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fly leaf notes are all short, typically only piding a reference to another work. Sir Jonas

Mo o r Histos/ or Narrative of the Great Level of the Fenns, called Bedford Livel

i nstance, has the note 6Nicholson Engl Hi st .
coll ection i s (The&nglsiN Bootbheahddrishnhitorioab libriries : Giving

a short view and character of most of our historians, either in print or manusgritilliam

Nicolson with an added letter by the Reverend White Keenmeefenseof historical

libraries, pukished in London in 173% The Nicolson volume has no corresponding note in

the scrawly hand, either on the fly leaf or on pagelt2® contentsf page 26 describe the

counties of Warwickshire, Westmorland, Wiltshire, and Worcestershire and seem unrelated

to the fens or Bedford Level.

Ferdinandv e r b iVeosytadgse s de | O Emper e u rAledandreQbuissarg d an s
Limojon deSaintDidier @Hsstoire des Negotiations des Nagues Thomas of BEhh a mo s

Vita de Gesta Henriei Quinti Anglorum RegegmdUgo Falcandd Blistoria de rebus gestis

in Siciliae regnaall have notes that refer to theurnal des Scavangiving an issue number

and a pag numbef? Again, no corresponding marks can be found inJthenaland the

contents seem unrelatddeminqusd €hartularum Ecclesiae Wigorniensislume one has

the scrawly handés not e: OiNoptpeesn dbiyx, M. 7G r6a2v2eds
pointingto thelocation ofRi c har d Gr a v e\foluee twoofrthm e/orkt hasra yate
referring to RcChanicle volonfe2,@ppendis.¥ Astusual, dhe

referenced works have no signs of the scrawly hand or any other marks of readingdlyTypica

8 Jonas MooreThe History or Narrative of the Great Level of the Fenns, Called Bedford
Level: With a Large Map of the Said Leyebndon: printed for Moses Pitt, at the Angel in
St . P a u tvard, 16859); WillianimnNicolson and White Kennéelhe English, &tch

and Irish Historical Librariee To Which Is Added, a Letter to the Reverend White Kgnne
D. D. in Defence of the English Historical Library, &the third edition, corrected and
augmented (London: Printed for G. Strahan, at the Golden Ball irh{llérn 1736).

% Ferdinand Verbiesy/oyages déempereur dda Chinedansla tartarie: Aausquels on a
joint une nouvelledécouverteau Mexique(Paris: chez Etienne Michallet, 1695); Alexandre
Touissant Limojon de Sakfidier, Histoire des Bgotiations de Nimegugaris [i.e.
Amsterdam]: Chez Claude Barbin, 1680); Thomas of EImh&fit® & gega Henrici Quinti,
Anglorum Regis: e codicibus MSS. vetustis descripsit, & primus luci publicae dedit Tho.
Hearnius(Oxford: E Theatro Sheldoniano, 1728); Ugo Falcamtistoria derebus gestis in
Siciliee regngParis: Apud M. Dupuys, 155Q)purnal Des Scaans(Amsterdam: chez Pierre
Le Grand, 1668.710.

91 Hemingus Chartularium Ecclesiae Wigorniensis: E Codice MS. Penes Richardum Graves,
de Mickelton in Agro Gloucestriensi, Armigerum, Descripsit Ediditque Tho. Hearness...
by Thomas Hearne (Oxford: Theatro Sheldoniano, 172Robert of GloucesteChronicle
(Oxford: printed at the Theater, 1724).
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the scrawly inscriptions appear on the front fly leaf of a volume, but several books feature
annotations throughout the teXheGior nal e de L efortinetaneethas do6l t al i a
marginalia in this hand found throughout all twesty volumes?Ch ar | es Bl ount 6s
MiscellaneousMorks similarly has marginal annotations and underlining found in the preface
and main OraclkesoReaiséimbe the fi% st work in the

One of the few inscriptions providing any significant detail, beyondhalsititle and page

number of another work, is found in tBéliothecae Cordesianae Cataloguke catalogue

of the private library ofthe Flemish nobleman Jean Charleoedes(1580-1641)% The

scrawly note on the fr ozarnavoit aghete la Bikliothegeeaded s : 6 L
Mr des Cordes. La meme fut venfirc] al 6 e mpendanta guerre de Paros. Depuis elle fut
achetteet mi se avec | es autres |l ivres du Cardine
Menagiana refers to Gilles&age 6Menagiana oues bons motsdited by Bernard de la

Monnoye and published in Paris in 1729, one volume of which is found in the Blickling

library (as always, with no corresponding scrawly hand reference Ritihethecae

Cordesianae Catalog)$® Below the note about Mazarin and Des Cordes is another, reading

6Bi blioteq choi s®%ome oCfoltome egcrpawlly?2 6lbandods
works but to sections within the volume at hand or passages in the text. Many of the eighteen
volumes of thé’hilosophical Transactions of the Royal Sociatthe library feature a

scrawly inscription at the beginning, identifying where the second issue begins (each bound
volume consisting of two issue¥)Similar is Gregow L e t Lia Giesde Don Pdro Giron,

D u c Osdoé@ein which the scrawly note on the fly leaves of all three volumes refer to

subjects covered in the text and give page nuniers.

2Giornaled e | et t e (Venicd: ApdréssotGanl Galzbriello Ertz, 1728).

93 Charles BlountThe Miscellaneous WorkH ondon]: s.n., 1695).

% Naudé Bibliothecae Cordesianae Catalogus

% Gilles MénageMénagiana,ou, kesbonsmots, etremarquesritiques, historiques,morales

& do®ruditi on ded. bylBemard delaMonkbya) Mogwe ed. (Paris: Chez la
veuve Delaulne, 1729).

% | a Bibliotheque Choisie de M. Colomjésouvelle Edition (Paris: Chez Hippolyteuis

Guerin, rue S. Jacques,vas/ i S S. Yves, a S. Thomas d6Aquin
% Royal Society (Great Britainphilosophical Transactions, Giving Some Account of the
Present Undertakings, Studies, and Labours of the Ingenious, in Many Considerable Parts of
the World(London: printed for S. Smith and B. Walford, printers to the Royal Society; 1665

), 1T XXXVI .

% Gregorio LetiLaViedeDonPér o Gi r on, (Brusterddnd @ezsGeanges

Gallet, 1700).
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The scrawly handds notes were someti mes wri't
requiring that Mkchell deviate from his typical pattern of writing the M in the top left corner

of the recto of the first fly leaf. Hemingd €hartularum Ecclesiae Wigorniensaasid Joh

Malala® Blistoria Chronia both have the M code below the scrawly ndfds. thevolume

of five pamphlets relating to New Englatehtered togetherithec at al ogue wunder O
Out of Weakness®6) MitSthred drefdgueéked mtotthecerheo r t t i t
above the scrawly hand whi cthinl ¢ slib®isdebon det ai
Pedro GironMitchell had to put his M on the verso of the fly leaf rather than the recto

because of a lack of spaceMre r b iVeosytadigse s de | 0 Emp eTagadehe de Chii
has likewise placed his code on the recto of the second fly leaf because of a lack of space on

the first fly leaf.

These notes in the scrawly hand, although they cannot be reliably attributed to an identified
person, can nevertheless tell us abouthowts f el | ow reader made use
can suggest clues about the nature of his relationship with Ellys. The large number of books
marked by the scrawly writer suggest a large and ongoing research project. This was not the
result of asingleddys wor k, seeking to consult a specitf
the entire library. It is possible to discern a possible timeline for at least some of these
scrawly inscriptions: some were before Mitch
arrival in the mid1730s, but others were added after the publication dfltiea g e 6 s

Ménagianai n 17 2 9 a nkhglighhi Scotch and Irish Bistorical librariés 1736.

(The reference to Nicolsonds wor kthepubl i shed
supports the contention that the scrawly notesdoned@mee e EIl | ysds acqui sit
books, as his declining health in the final years of his life prevented him from buying too

many more books after this point.) It is possible that all the notes made on one occasion

during that interval, but it is equally possible that the scrawly writer was a regular visitor to
ElI'lysds |ibrary and made notes on multiple o
apparent uniformity of the ink and pémfairly thick nib with a watery brown ink) perhaps

make the first slightly more likely, suggesting all the inscriptions were added on the same

occasion.

9 John MalalasC h r o n i k Uhistoiiaghromicdi(@xford: e Theatro Sheldoniano,
1691).
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The scrawly handed reader shows signs of undertaking a consulting type of reading, rather
than thooughly going through each book; the lack of notes throughout the texts and the
probable timescale further support thigoposition Leaving notes in so many books also
suggests a possible intention to return to them later. The contents lists and marking th
beginnings of individual issues or tracts in a volume are clearly intended to facilitate the
navigation of these books. The references to specific page numbers in other books
demonstrates a close attention to detail; the writer was not merely browsbapts on a

desired topic but was seeking specific pieces of information, taking an intertextual approach
to his research. It may be that the scrawly writer left these notes to himself for his own

benefit on consulting them a second time. But the fattiavrote these references and
navigation notes in the books themselves, rather than in his own notebook, might even
suggest an intention to facilitate future reading and research by others. It is possible, although
purely speculative, thathe may eventa been anot her | i brarian em

arrival in 1730.

The writer must have felt he had permission
explicitly or not, it is noticeable because Ellys virtually never wrote in the books Ihithse

seems likely that the scrawly writer was a very close friend, or possibly a relative or other
member of the househol d. Either way, the pre
annotations suggest a measure of respect givento themandthéirwdby t he books 6
(Although equally, perhaps they were simply the only ones who ever wished or chose to mark

the books in his library.) It is nonetheless crucial to remember that, just because other hands

do not appear in theooks, does not mean thdid not make use of them. There are several
people whom one might expect to have borrowe
private chaplain Andrew Gifford, the minister of his congregation Edmund Calamy, his

friend William Stukeley and hisassatess at t he Spalding Gentl emen
Maurice Johnson. All of these men knew Ellys personally and were familiar with his

impressive library. They may well have consulted its volumes without leaving any trace.

Use of the library by others is obvious in the books dedicated to Ellys and the public
acknowledgements of hissuppaith e | i brary served a social fu
with other readers in addition to being an intellectual resource. Rayliessthe close

relationship between scholar and collector as desirable and mutually ben€fieiabllector
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provides the requisite documents and materials for academic research, and the scholar

@orovides the collector with the welcome assurance thaiufsiit to which he has devoted

so much effort is indeed worthwh@&® In addition, Ellys was able to enjoy the status

afforded by his reputation as a benefactor. Maurice Johnson, in his 1738 letter to his brother
John, descri bes &helearred@wndr mobonhauses & andedstamds his
Treasures but freely allows the full use of them even to his Friends [sic] own houses of such

as they desire, & t R®Arcefoardd ndye ¢ eor WJeosh ntstoenm i we
generous willingness tdare his books with his friends that makes him a worthy owner.

Itseemsclear hat EIl |l ysdés books did not function on
and used as tools of consultation and information extraction. Ellys and others demonstrate
multiple behaviours in their reading of the books, including thorough, eloveover reading,

occasional consultation, and the perusal of reference works. Although much of the evidence

of these activitiesomes in the form of indirect arsgemingly minor cluesnithe aggregate it
nevertheless constitutes a convincing case. laltisence of substantial external source

material, the approach followed heepresents a broadening of our understanding of how to

write the social history of a library.

Transactions and Social Capital

This section will explore how the I|ibraryos

capital, first by examining transactibpns wit
exploring more publi@riented behaviours that served to solidify his reputation and legacy.

Many of EIlIlysodés friends and associates benef
support and openness with certain scholars, however, should nt¢tpeated as Ellys

viewing his library as a public resource opentoRlu r c e | | identifies EIIly
owhich [was] in some sense a public collecti
Gt is certainly taking things too far to suggé¢hat all private libraries were open to

A

outsie r 8’81 | ysdés collection was not O&épublico in

g The Privap@ Collector o,
101 30hnson'Part of a Letter from Maurice Johnson to John Johnson'
26 The Country Housp.18li brary Reassessodo
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instead it was under private contr ol and was
associates. AsSwannnotém | | ect i ons of objectsécould be
period to create collections of peopt€® It is clear that Ellys stood to gain social capital

through the strategic deployment of his intellectual resources among specific acquaintances.
Transactios i ncl uding the giving, donating, and |
social relationships and position in his per
seem overly impersonal and grandiose, it has the beneéitofjnizingthe benetito the

giver as well as the receiver. Ellys did not use his books as instruments of selfless

benevolence; he stood to gain from sending books from his collection to the shelves of others.
The records of the Spal ding fGlyswsingdooksmads Soci
tools to advance his social capital, ifoamalized codified manner. The transaction involved

Ell ysds donat i @remadnies etchuimes celigieusds ge taus les peuples du
monde published in Amsterdam from 1723 and featuring the engravings of Bernard

Picard all members of the Society were expected to make a donation of one or more books to
contribute t o ¥mhemiButelsobkeedcords the doriation thus:y .

5July 1733. The Secr broughtinSirRER | ys 6s Donation to the

of this Soc as a Regular & most beneficent Member therof Bernd Picard

Ceremonies & Costumes Religieuses de tous le Peuple de Monde

Representes par des Figures en Taille douce. 4 Vols in Folio finely

bound, wth sch Noble & gerous Benefaction the Soc. expressd

themselves highly pleasd & obligé®.
This renowned work was published in nine folio volumes by Jean Frederic Bernard, a French
language bookseller in Amsterdam. The spectacular and numerous illustrations are by
Bernad Picad, and the work was wusually referred to
il lustrate religious and ceremonial activiti
Catholics, Greek Orthodox, ProtesdahtsroAsgl
peoples of Africa, Asia, and Ameridcallys had another copy of this book in his own library.
It is possible that he had somehow acquired a duplicate which he later got rid of by unloading

it onto theSociety But more likely is that he bougtitis second copy on purpose to give to

103,198

104 Ceremonies atoutumes eligieuses deouslespeuplesdu monde:representéegar des
figuresdessinées dl main de Bernard PicardAmsterdam: Chez Jean Frederic Bernard,

172343).

105 Dorothy M. OwenThe MinuteBoo ks of the Spal di niy55Gent | e me
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1981P1
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the Society as he was acquainted with the bo
important transaction requiring consideration; it mattered to him what he gave toctb®.S

This donation to th&ociety was substantial, as the Pdcaslumes were expensive and

desirable. As the famous work of a famous engraver, the book would have enhanced the
consequence of the Societybés I|library. |l ndeed
thesevolumea mong its collection. EIlysodés gift, th
bestowing reputation, eminence, and weight tcShe c i kbtany.dlsis in turn reflected on

him as a man of these characteristics, along with highlighting his generosity, ridste, a

financial resources.

On the same occasi on, ElI'lys also donated to
Theminuteb ook describes in detail the seal 6s i ma
accompanied by their coat of arms, and reprodtiesscription around the bottom and on

the back of the seal. It goes on to note tha
Gloustershire [sic]& is in the posses®ion of
Gale (16721744) was the brothen-law of William Stukeley and was a scholar and

antiquary. Gale shared with Ellys an interest in numismatics, and amassed a large collection

of coins and medals which he bequeathed to Cambridge University. Much like Ellys, Gale
published little in his liétime but was a significant figure among antiquaries of the period.

Rat her than hi s ipcortespondemgbichppaaekhjm firmty inithe 6 h

ranks of the new generation arfitiquaries, who turned their attention from texts to

topography ad antiquities in the fieldf'®’ Gale and Ellys evidently shared a connection

beyond their membership in the&ety, both having an interest in antique coins and medals,

and both being known among their circle as men of learning. The two appear to have had
personal connection, with EIlys owning (perh

brassseal.

While Ellysmay have regularly made gifts of books to his friends and associates, there is

only conclusive evidence of twecipients The first of these iMary Lloyd (née Wheate):

the niece of EII| wiwivasnamed nidn ws d ra h &sheinminl, | as
Two items can be reliably connected to Mary. The firstl®ok currently at Blickling, the

198 ipid., p. 21.
WMary Clapinson,ild@al) e, ARdoiddictiarary & Raional
Biography<https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:0dnb/10294>.
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